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PbIITIAPH CHOB



IT'naea 1

KoMhara Gbira Tak BenMka, yTo B ymiax e€ coGMpammch
TEHH; OCBELUCHHUE MCXONMIO M3 €OWHCTBEHHOIO llapa, ycra-
HORJICHHOTO Tocpeu IJIMHHOro crona. [lostoMy 3aKyTaHHy10
B IUIalll XEHUIMHY, CUAEBIUYIO Ha TPOHE TNoj 6algaXHHOM BO
IJlaBe CTOJIa, pas’risaleTb MOXHO ObUlo ¢ TpyaoM. XoTs B
KOMHaTe ObUIO TerJo, XCHLIMHA €€ TUIOTHee 3anaxHynach B
MEXOBOM IUIAlll, CIOBHO €M CTAIO XOJIOAHO.

3aTO YeTBEpO MYXUMH B BO3pacTe OT IOHOLIECKOro A0
CpelHHUX JIeT, CHIOCBLUMX B Topa3lo MeHee BHYLIMTEIbHbIX
Kpecax, O6bUio XopoLo BUIHO. Bce Momyany, c/10BHO Kaxkabli
He XOTell — WIH 0osUIc — MONCIUTLCS MBICASMH C OCTallb-
HBIMM.

CnpaBa OT XeHILUMHBI YEPHO-Oenoe oaessHHe BepxoBHoOro
IIlamaHa yka3blBajlo Ha NMPHUCYTCTBHE C 3TOM oblecTBe OcHTe-
ca, npeacraButenss HespuMoii (XoTs M BecbMa OLLYTHMON)
Cuwrbl. 3a HUM pacrosiOXWIcs JIMYHLIA COBETHUK YPCBHK, OH
6bL1 YyTb NOMOJIOXE LIaMaHa. 3TH OBOE OJIMLETBOPSIIM 3pe-
JIOCTb M KOHCEPBATHBHYIO OCTOPOXHOCTb, YpaBHOBEILUMBAs
MOJIOAOCTb H Hempncnuudcn TeX, KTO CHAC] HanpoTHB HMX.

Onexna npuHua beprana nobneckyupana, Koraa oH HeTeprie-
JIMBO €p3aJl HA MECTE; Ha €TI0 IPyaU CBEPKAIH AParOLEHHOCTAMH
repainanyeckie cuMBosbl. Ero cocenl Hocwi MeHee BHYILM-
TeJIbHbIH KOCTIOM, YKpalleHHbIH ToJIbko repbom asopa. Ho Ha
JIMLIE Y HEro 3acTbUIO BbICOKOMEPHOC BbIpAXEHME, CBUAETEb-
CTBYIOlllee, YTO 3TO HC TMPOCTOM CJIyra, HO OOAMH M3 TEX, KTO
MPUCYTCTBYET 3leCh KaK paBHbli. OTo ObL1 caM Menkond,
HMCKATe/lb HOBBIX NMyTCH MbICIH, 3KCNEPUMEHTaTop, HeJaBHO
OGHapyXHBLIMH CWIbl, KOTOpbIE 3aCTaB/ISIOT C HUM CYMTAThLCA.

Bce cnerka noBepHynHCh B CTOPOHY TPOHA € Oa/lIaxXHOM,
CJIOBHO OXHUOas c/loB cuacBuleii Ha HEM. BoaMmoxHo, 31O
NOACHCTBOBRAIO Ha XEHUIUHY, MOTOMY YTO OHa YyTb HAK/IOHU-
Jlach U MOCMOTpeNa Ha coOpaBLIMXCS.

Teneps cBeT yman Ha JMUO npaBUTENbHMULL. OHa 6bUla
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cTapa, CMyIJlasd KoXa IUIOTHO oOTsaruMBana cKymsl M Hoc. Ho
RIacTHblE IMa3a OecrnpecTAHHO HANOMMHAIM TPHCYTCTBYIO-
LLIMM, YTO €€ BOJIS MpeBbllile BCErO, XOTSIT OHHU 3TOIO WJIH HeT.

— Twu yBepeH? — uMnepaTpulia obpaTWiach Hemnocpea-
CTBEHHO K Menxondy.

— JlokazaTenbCTBO GbUIO MpenbsIBieHo, Ballle LIapCTBEHHOE
BEJIMKOJIENMHE, — OTBCTWI TOT C NOJIHONH yBEpPEHHOCTHIO.

Bepran cHosa noép3an B Kpecne. Pyka Ocureca, Mopuu-
HHCTasl, C SICHO BbUIE/IAIOIIMMHCS BEHaMM, JieXala Ha CToJe;
OH Hayas MOCTYKUBaTh MajblLEM, NIPH 3TOM CBET JIAMITHI 3aHT-
pan B KpacHBIX M 3eJE€HBIX KaMHAX nepcTHs. [llamaH cnoBHO
OTMepSU1 KOJIMYECTBO NMPOU3HECEHHBIX CJIOB WIHM Tpollueallee
BpeMsl.

YpcBUK, OObLIMHO MNpUAEPXHUBAIOILMICS KOHCEPBATHBHOTO
Kypca, Ha 3TOT pa3 Nnoaiepxan yreepxiaeHue Menkonda, xors
CJIOBa €0 TNMpO3BYYATH TaK, CJIOBHO OH Jejiajl 3TO He BIOJIHE
Z106pOBOJIbHO.

— Ipouwno yxe Tpu ob6MeHa, Ballle LIAPCTBEHHOE BEJIMKOJIe-
nue. Bce Tpu ycnelunble.

CHopa HacTynwio MonyaHue. Ero Hapyumn Ocurec:

— 3DTO HeMnpaBWIbHOE,,3710€ AENO...

I'nasza uMnepaTpUllbl YCTPEMIWINCH K HEMY.

— 3no ObiBaeT Maloe M Gosbinoe. Thl caM, NpenonoSHbIN,
NPOBO3I1IacCKI NMPOpPOYECTBO, YTO MPOU3OHIET C 3TOM 3eMIEMH,
ec/M JeNa TOHAYT OOLIYHBIM MYyTEM. Moii CBIH JIEXMT Ha
cMepTHOM ogpe. OH cLI€ ABIIMUT, ¥ TOMbLKO NOKA OH ABILLUT, Y
Hac OCTaéTcs BpeMs, YToObl MOCTApaThcs NMpeaoTBPaTHTL WIH
M3MEHHUTb TbMY, KOTOpYI0 BJIeKyr Ha Hac Oyau1 M cro pab
Kacxkap.

Tl Xe He OCMENHLLLCS OTPULIATh, YTO 33 TyMaHHOE HMH 310,
— mnpojoiLkajla OHa, — Ype3BblYaifHOe, OrpOMHOE 3710, CIOo-
co6GHOe TIOMIOTUTD BCE, Yero Jo6wiInch Moii cynpyr XyHonsa U
moii cbiH ITupan? MHorma y Hac He ObIBaeT BhiGOpa Mexay
10GpPOM UM 37I0M, a TOJILKO MEXIY MaIbIM 37I0M M GONBLIMM.
VIMeHHO TakoB Hall BbIGOp B 3TOT yac.
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Ocwurec OTBEN MIa3a oT €€ sipocTHoro B3misiaa. Ilajeu ero
ZIBHUHYJCS MO CTOJY, YepTA 3HaKM, KOTOpble HUKTO, KPOMC HEro
CaMoro, He MOT MNOHSITb.

— TBoM c/I0Ba .CTIpaBEUTMBLI, LIADCTBEHHOE BEJUKOJIEIIHE.
Ho 3no Bcerna ocraérca anom, — Ocwurec, aMaH, yMOJK,
CJIOBHO OTCTPaHWICS OT TOTO, YTO MM MPEACTOSUIO PCLIHTD.

— Tu1 yBepeH, 4TO HalUEN HYXXHOTO 4YenoBeka? — Ha 3TOT
pa3 3aroBopmua YpcBHK, oOpaluasicb K Menkongy.

Menxongd noxan rvie4yamu.

— Crhpocu: ero npenogobue 1aMaHa. JTO €ro 3HaHHE
OOBICKHMBAZIO MHpbl pagy Hac.

— Jla, — waMaH He MOOHMMAJ B3MIAa OT CBOEIO ABHXKY-
werocs nambua. — Hadnen nonHbiit aBoitHUK Kackapa. Con
COBCPLUCHHO siCEH, BCE 3aITHUCaHO.

— Buante? — cnpocun Menkond. — Bcé rotoso. Hyxho
TOJIBKO HAeiicTBoBaTh. M corlacHO nmocieqHuM QoKiaaaM, Aeit-
CTBOBaTh ObIcTpo. Ero BepxoBHOE MOTIylIECTBO ObICTPO TepsieT
CWIbl. A B €10 KOMHaTe NOCTOSSHHO HaxoauTcs yenoseK Oya-
na. Kak Tonbko npHHU nepecTaHeT AbiwaTth, Kackap Oyaer
obbsiBsieH npaButeneM. M Heyxenu Bbl AymaeTe, YTo mnoche
3TOrO XOTb OOMH M3 Hac CMOXET NOYYBCTBOBaTh cebsi B Ge3-
OMacHOCTH Aaxe Ha yac?

Bepran nposén s3vikoM no ry6aM. HeyBepeHHO B3IJIsIHY/1 Ha
umnepaTpully Keenapuay, cHaeBLUylo B Icliepe CBOETo TPOHa,
INanbLb! ero COMKHYAMCh Ha PYKOSITH LIEpPEMOHHaILHOTO Mcya.

— HecMmorpss Ha Bclo cBOlO Aep3ocTb, — BO3pa3wia cTa-
past ummepartpuua, — OyYajUl OTKPLITO HE BBICTYITUT NMpPOTHB
M e H 1. Ho ecTb u TaiiHble myTH, na. S He coMHeBaloch, YTO
OH HaMepeH co cBocii 06bMMHOM 3¢ dEeKTHBHOCTRIO YCTPaHUTh
Bcex mnpoTuBHMKOB. M Tak kak Kackap nonHocThio B ero
BJIaCTH, Nperpaj cro 3aMbic/iaM He NMPEeABUAUTCS. YBHIETD, KaK
BCE€, pagu ucro Goponuch Mbl C MYXeM, palM Yero crapaics
IInpaH, yBuAeTb, KaK BCcE 3TO NMOTHOHET M3-3a 3TOrO... 3TOTO
yenoBeKal.. — OHa yoapwia KylakoM MO CTOJdy, Iojoc e€
NPO3BYyYas IJIYXO M HanpKEHHO.
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— Ecmu cmepTh onHoro yenoBeka, 0 KOTOPOM Mbl 3HaeM
TOJIBKO JIMILUL, YTO OH [E-TO CYLIECTBYET, MOXET CIIAaCTH Hallly
3eMTI0, 110 MHE 3TO AOCTOlHOE JessHHe! — B3I €€ OCTaHo-
BWICS Ha lIaMaHe, cJIOBHO Tpebysa oT Hero oreera. Ho ToT
MoJTyasl.

— Xopouio. briTh no cemy. Caenars Kak MoxHo ckopee. Ho
€l OOHH YesIoBeK NOJDKEH 3HaTb 00 3TOM...

Bce ynMBNEHHO NMOCMOTpPEIM Ha Heé.

— T'epuoruns Texna. OHa yXe Ha IMyTH clofa, TAe e€ XIET
LepeMOHHUs1 oOpydyeHuss — ¢ KackapoM. Mul xopollio 3HaeM,
YTO [eJIacT OHa 3TO BbIHYXIEHHO H MOA yrpo3oi. OxHako oHa
JIIOGUT CBOIO CTPaHY M He XO4eT YBUIAeTb €€ noj naroii Oyasia,
nostoMy oHa Maér. HaM Toxe HyxeH OMMpoyH, HO Mbl He
pa3rpabuM ero, Kak 310 caenan 6s1 Oyamn. Texny mobar B eé
crpade. E€ Hapon BoccTaHer, gaxe ecad Obl 3TO O3Hayalo
pa3sopeHHe CTpaHBbI.

Mou na3yTyMKu nepegai MHe MHoro coobiieHuii. B Onu-
POYHe yXe HecrnokoiHo. Pacnpocrpansiorcs cnyxu, yro Tekna
BBLIXOIHT 3aMyX 1O NMPUHYXIEHMIO. Y MO3TOMY Mbl AODKHDI
yOenHTh €€, yTo el He 00si3aTeNbHO BRIXOOUTH 33 Kackapa...

— llapcTBeHHOE BeMKOJICIHE, — OCMENIWICS 3arOBOPHTD
YpcBUK, COBETHHK, KOIZla €ro rocroxa yMoJIKia, YToObl nepe-
BECTH AbIXaHWe, — pa3yMHO JH 310? ChneayeT /M eil 3HaTh?
Korma Bcé 6yner npoacnaHo ao e€ npuobITHA?

WMnepatpuua KuBHyna.

— OHa fomxHa 3HaThb. JJo/DkHa MOHSATH, YTO MBI A€acM 3TO
M pany 61ara e€ 3eMIH. D10 clenaeT e€ BIOCIeACTBUH CTOBOP-
YyuBeil, Korma Mbl MpeIoXuM e coeduHUThes ¢ bepranom.
Ecnn Kackap yMpéT Tak, YTo OHa He NMOWMET NPUYMHBI, OHA
MoxeT yexaTb B OJIMPOYH M 3aKIIOYMTB COK03, KOTOPBIil HaM He
6ynmer BoirogeH. Ho ecnu oHa noiMET, YyTO eil He NpHOETcH
obpyunTecs ¢ KackapoM, B oG/lerMEHUM OHa MOXET TNMPHHATh
cropoHy beprana. M TBO# noar, — Teneps sAcTpe6HHbIE IM1a3a
CTapoii MpaBUTEILHHLIbLI YCTPEMWINCh Ha MPHHLA, — YXaXU-
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BaTh 33 Heil co BCEM MCKYCCTBOM, O KOTOPOM $I TaK Hac/blllUa-
Ha... ‘

MpuHu BenbixHyn. OH OTKPBUT POT, CJIOBHO COGMpasch
OTBETUTb, HO MMIICPATPHLA NPOAOCDKIIA;

— To1, Ocurec, npuBeaELIb €€ cpa3y nocje NpUOLITHA B MOH
JIHYHBbIE NOKOM. S naM eif NOHSTb, YTO Mbl CACJIATH U NoYeMy.
Hukoro apyroro s He MoOIy NpocUTb paccKa3aTb 00 3TOM.
Kackap... — oHa nepcBena JbIXaHHE M 3arOBOpMJIA CHOBA. —
Kackap — CBIH MOEIo ChlHa IO IUIOTH, HO HE MO AYXY U YMY.
S Beplo B ApeBHMe JereHabl o6 onepxuMbix. He 3Halo, kak
no6uncs Ovaynn 3TOM mMepeMeHbl B HEM. Moxer GbIThb, Tebe
CTOMT 3aHSATLCA 3THM, MacTep, — B3IJIAHY/Ia OHa Ha Menkon-
da. — Moxer, Ouayu1 Toxe BIageeT MallMHaAMH, KOTOpble
MOryT M3MeHWTb Ayury 4enoseka? Wim, Ocurec, oH MOXeT
NnpHU3BaTh cebe Ha noMoiub Heorpanmuenuyio Cwry?

— MoxeT ObITh, — HEerpoMKO OTBETHJ LUaMaH.

KBeHapnaa B3IsiHy/1a Ha HEro, M BHEpBbIe JIULIO €€ MPHOO-
pesio YAUBIEHHOE BbIpaXEHHE.

— Tb1 ropopuilb cepbE3HO, NPENONOOHbIIT!

B ronoce €€ npo3Byyano To Xe HU3yMJICHHE.

— [a, uapcTBeHHOE BeJIMKOJIENHe, 3TOT0 MOXHO NOCTHI-
HyTb U MbIC/IbIO. EcTh cnoco®bl MbIC/IBIO NMOJABUTH JHYHOCTD
yenoBeka. Kak Menkong ¢ noMoubio cBocit MalllMHbI MOXET
MOMCCTHTDb AYLIY OJHOTO Ye/IOBEKA B TeJIO APYTOTo B aJIbTCpHa-
TMBHOM Mupe. Ouamn He u3 uncaa Ilpoceewi€HHbIX. OqHako
3TO HE O3HAY4ET, YTO €MY HE M3BECTHBI CIOCOOBI MOAARICHHUS
AylM Haulero 6enHoro npuHua. On caenan Kackapa konueii
camoro cebs.

CoBETHHMK YPCBMK HAaKIOHWICS Briepéa.

— Ho ecnu 310 Tak, Heab3sl JIM pa3opBaTh €ro 3aKIHHaHKe?
IMoyemy Thl He cka3zan 3toro paHblie? Kak IMpocBelu€HHBII,
Tbl MOXELUb...

— Huvero s He Mory, — rHeBHo npepBai ¢ro Ocurec. —
Hdywa Kackapa nasHo noru6na. Bl gyMaete, — OH NoaHsu1
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TOJIOBY, TepeBOds B3MISII OT OOHONO K IpPYyroMy, — s He
neitTaica? He 3Halo, kakyio cwiy npussan Ogal, Ho eé
HeBO3MOXHO cioMuTb. He myMmaiire mnoxo o Kackape: oH Bcero
JMUIb GECrIOMOLIHOE OpyAHe B pyKaX leJieyCTPEeMIEHHOIO H
371010 yenoBeka. M Temepbh Mbl 3aMbILUISIEM €0 CMEpPTh — H
CMEPTb €lLE OJHOIO, COBEpLIEHHO HEBMHHOIO dejloBeka. U
TOBOPHUM, YTO 3TO AOJDKHO ObITh CAEAaHO paau Onara Yinana.

— Tbl 3Hacwb, YTO OOJDKHO.. — TIOJIOC MMMEPATPHULIbI
MPO3BYYal NMOYTH YMOJISIOLLE.

Ocurec KMBHYML.

— Kak Tb1 roBopHilIb, LIAPCTBEHHOE BEJIMKOJICTIHE, JO/DKHO.
Ho or 3toro ngeno He cTaHOBMTCSI MeHee 3NMbIM M Oyder
npeabsiRieHo HaM, Koraa Mbl npuaéM K [locneannm Bparam,
— OH TOAHSU TOJIOBY M 3aKpbLI IM1a3a, TUeYH ero 06BMCIH 1oa
TSDKENBIMH CKIIaIKaMH 0eJlo-4Y€pPHOH MaHTHH. — S npeacTarimo
HeorpaniyeHHoit Cunie Bce onpaBaaTe/ibHble HOBOAbI, KAaKHe
cMory. Ho nesinue 3to Tsoxxo...

Hacrana ovyepeanr Menkondga nosepHyrhest B Kpecie. Ha ero
OCTPOM JIMLIE NOSBWIOCH €ie 3aMETHOe BhipaXXeHHe OTBpalue-
HHA, Kak 6yaTo OcHrec Hec€T B3AOp, KOTOpPBIA MIagLUMi
BbIACPXUBAET C TPYIOM.

— 3Ha4uT, HYXHO JHAEHCTBOBaTb HeMemJieHHO? — cnpo-
CHJI OH.

Bce. nocmoTpeny Ha wmneparpuuy. HemHoro moroas Ta
KMBHY/IA, XOTS BhIpaXXeHHUE JIMLA Y He€ ObLIO TPEBOXHOE M OHa
cMoTpena Ha Ocureca Kak-To HeyBepeHHO. PaHbllie Takoif
HeyBepEHHOCTH HUKTO He BUIEI.

— Ilpenono6HbIi? — OHa NpOM3HecJa THUTY1 BOMNPOCHU-
TEJILHO.

OcuTec OnmycTWI pyKy, 3aKpbIBABUIYIO IJIa3a.

— LlapcTBeHHOE BEJMKOJICTIHE, KOOPANHATHI yXXe BBEACHBI B
MawyHy. CHbI TOATOTOBWIH M30paHHOTO, CBSA3aIX €ro Co
BpeMeHeM Hallero Mmpa.

— Kro on TaM? — nposiBMI HEKOTOpoe JI0GONBITCTBO
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Bepran. — IlpaBurens? Ero Tam xBatarcs? Ecmu y Hac ecTb
IBOIHHKM B aITEPHATUBHBIX MHPAX — a OHU AOIKHBI ObITD,
HMHaye HAlIM 3KCINCPUMEHTHI He MOMYYWINCh Obl, — XHUBYT JIK
OHHM TaKOH Xe XM3HbIO, KaK Mbl? [CTb JIH TaM APYTOH NMPHHL
Bepran, apyroii npenonoOHbI, — OH KMBKOM YKa3al Ha
Ocwureca, — apyroit copeTHHK?..

— OO6CTOATENBLCTBA MEHSIIOTCS B KAXIOM MHpe, NMPHHU, —
oreetun Menkong. — Jymalo, B MHpe, KyAa Mbl MOCbIIacM
Kackapa, octanoch oYeHb Majo NMPHHLCB U MMIIEPAaTOPOB.

— Kro xe umu npasur? — cnpocun bepran.

— IlpeacraBurenn, n3bpaHHble HaceleHHEM, s aymalo. Ot
Hallero cyObeKTa TaM Mbl TNOJYYWIH JIMWb DPa3pO3HCHHLIE
cBegeHusa. OH ObUT CTyIEHTOM, a ceiyac MILET pabory...

— W on nBoitHuk Kackapa? — Bepran paccmesics. — He
MPHHL, a caMblii OObLIYHBIA YEJOBCK, KOTOPLIH OODKEH Tpy-
IVTBCSI CBOMMM PYKaMH, YTOObI 3apaboTaTh Ha xe6? XoTten Obl
s, yto6pl Kackap y3Han o6 3toMm! Xoren Obl paccka3aTbh eMy...
— M OH CHOBa paccMesvics.

— O710 He 3a6aBHO! — ronoc KeeHapuabl npo3Byyan XoJoa-
HO W pe3Ko, Kak yaap 6uya. IIpuHu cHoBa nmokpacHen. — Tol
TOBOPHILL O 4elOoBeKe, KOTOPOMY TNpeACTOUT YMEpETb, U He
HYXXHO cMesThecsl Hal ero cMepThio. [lo cnopaM Ocwureca, ToOT,
KTO cHaMH cBsa3aH ¢ KackapoM, ropasno noctoitHeit ummnepc-
KO# KOpOHBI, YeM MOSl KpoBb. S XoTena Obl CIAacTH €ro, HO 3TO
HeBo3MoxHo. [la, MacTep, 3TO JODKHO ObITb caenaHo — H
no6bicTpee, noka eweé X1B Mo chiH, uMmniepaTop [IupaH. Mbsl
He IOJDKHbI K0J1eOaThCsl CIULIKOM JOJITO.

— D70 JesHMe... TAKOE 310e, — LIAaMaH ITyGOKO B3NOXHYIL.
— Ho npeasnaMeHoBaHHMs TaKKe 37ble. 3TO NpaBaa, Y Hac HET
BbIOOpa, HO cKa3aTb «la» — s He Mory. Brl Bce cormacHbl. S
BHYTpPEHHE TOX€ COIJIacwics, Aa NpocTHUT MeHs Cwuna!

— 3HayuT, BCE COIMIAaCHbI? — MMIlepaTPULIa, CIIpallBas, He
cMotpesna Ha Ocureca.

Menkond u Bepran GbicTpO M YBEpEHHO OTBETWIH «[1a»,
HEMHOTIO TNOrofis K HUM NPHCOSAMHWICS YPCBHK.
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— Jla 6ynmer TaK, — 3axmounwna Ksenapuna. — byas roros,
Mactep. M nobeictpee. Kak Bbl Bce 3HaeTe, Y Hac Majo
BpEMEHH.

Tpoe MyX4YHH BCTaJH, NMOKJIOHWINChH CTapoii MMIlepaTpHiie
M TOPOIUIMBO YAAJTWINCh B TEHb 3a TIpeAciaMM CBeTa OT wLiapa.
OcHtec ocTancs Ha MecTe.

— Hpyr Moit, — UMnepaTpHLa NPOTSHyJa K HEMY PyKY, —
noBeph, A1 MOHMUMAIO, YTO ceifyac B TBOEM cepaue. braronaps
HeorpanuyeHnnoii Cuie, KOTOpo# Thbl CYXMHilib, HAHAEH 3TOT
YeJIoBeK, KOTOPOIro MBI TIPUHOCHM B XXePTBY, M Thl CaM YCTaHO-
BWI, YTO OH CBf3aH C cyanboi Ynama. Jlonr — XxecToxmit
X03sMH. Sl mpou3Hecna cioBa, KOTopble He cKa3ana Obl, eciH
Ob1 HalENACS OPYrod MyTb AOCTHYb TOTO, YTO JOJDKHO ObITh
JOCTHTHYTO. 51 NnpUroBOpMIa CBOIO COGCTBEHHYIO KPOBb, CBOETO
HEJOCTOMHOIO BHYKAa, NOTOMY 4YTO OH TOJNbKO JIMYMHA, 33
KOTOPO# paBI Obl 3710H M XECTOKMIA YeJIOBEK. DTO HeEJNErko...
Ho s mommxHa 310 choenarb, YTOObI BCE cO3laHHOE B MHpE M
no6poTre He ObLIO YHUYTOXEHO.

Th1 3Haelub, B KAKOM XAJKOM COCTOSTHUM MNpebbiBana Halua
3eMJIs, KOIa Ha TpoH cen Mol cynpyr. Kaxabii nopa Boepan
C cocellsIMM, roJIofl M CMEPTD LM MO CTpaHe pyka o6 pyky. Hu
ONVH MYXYHHa, XEHIIMHA WIH peOEHOK He YyBCTBOBAIH ceOst
B Oe3zonacHocTH. Moii cynpyr npu3Ban Bce CWIbI, CIIOCOOHBIE
NMPOTUBOCTOSATL ATOMy Xaocy. OH npusBan Tebs M OpYrHX
IMpocBel€HHBIX, OH BbipacTW PoliM, B KOTOpBHIX Bbl y4YMTE
MHpY ¥ ocyllecTRIeHHI0. OH YKpPOTWI HENOKOPHBLIX JIOPAOB,
3a00TIVIC O TOProBJie I'OPOAOB, OH NpeBpaTWl Yian B npe-
KPacHYIO YyJIbIGAIOLIyIOCs CTPaHy.

A nocne Hero IInpaH npono/oKun aeno oTla ¢ Tol Xe BoJiei
M caMoOTBepXeHHOCThio. Ho 6one3Hb, ogoneBLass MOETo ChiHa,
nojfiopsajia CWIbl €0 Tela M yma, OHa nobeawna ero. Tyr
NOSIBWICH 3TOT AbsiBoN Oyanwi. OH cTall TaK CWIEH, YTO J00OWI-
Csl KJIIO4a BEPXOBHOTO COBETHHKa, M HHMKTO He CMeeT
nipoTHBUTLCA eMy. A Kackap — Ouamn zaxgatun U Kackapa,
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KaK 3Mesl 3aXBaThIBAET NOOLIYY, JIMLUWI ero COOCTBEHHOH BOJM.

A npebpBasia B NTyOOKOM OTYasitHUM, NOTOMY YTO 3HajIa —
¥ TBOM TNpencKasaHHs MOATBEpPOWIM 3TO, — YTO CIIYYUTCS C
VnanoMm, xorma craHer npauth Kackap. U Tyr Bepran mu
VpcBuk npuBenu Ko MHe Menkonda, u 9 cHopa ofpena
Hagexny. He Ha cBoii pon — Tenepp OH NpepBETCS, HO Ha
3eMJTI0, KOTOpYIO 00si3aHa oXpaHATb. da, 1 XuBy HOJArOM, a He
cepaoueM, cTapbii Apyr. U ecnmu 310 AesHMe ACIICTBHUTENILHO
JSDKET Ha Qylly OrpOMHOM TSDKecTblo, Koraa s npuay K Iloc-
negHuM Bparam, s Mory ompaBoaThcsl TOJILKO Bcell cBoeid
XHU3HDIO.

IllamMaH moaHsUT I1a3a, NOJHbIE neyanm.

— Jleau, — HErpoMKO NPOroBOPWI OH, — 5 CTOSUI PSIIOM C
To0oji, Koraa Thl BBIXOAWIA 3aMYX 3a Hallero INoBeMTeNs, A
JaBajl UM TBOEMY CBIHY, KOTOpBIi JIEXHT ceifiyac, HCTOLUEH-
Hbli M GecroMoluHbliA. S Xopollo 3Halo, YTO AOJIr AaBMT Ha
TBOM IUIEYH TAaKO#H Xe TSDKECTbIO, Kak Ha Mo — Cuia. Ml
JaBHO cIeNaii CBO BbIOOP M JOJDKHBI NPUIAEPXUBAThCS €ro. S
He COMHEBaloCh, YTO 3TO JesTHHE CMaceT YJial, KOTOphIi co3nan
TBOI JloM. U 6yny ymonsats Cwiy, 4To6bl M3 3712 BO3HHMKIO
no6po, NOTOMY YTO APYroro IyTH Y Hac HeT...

— JIpyroro myTH HeT, — MeJIEHHO NOBTOpWIAa OHa. — A
Teneph sl No/kHa NoWTH K IIMpaHy M cMoTpeTb, KaK XH3Hb
NOCTENEHHO NOKNIAET €ro, MOJIMTLCS, YTOOBI OH X/, HECMOT-
pa Ha BCIO ero 6ojib M My4yeHHUs), NOKa Mbl He obe3omnacum
cTpaHy. M 3TOT OOAT TOXE TSDKKO JIEXHT Ha MHe.

OHa cxala NOMJIOKOTHMKU TPOHA, HEJIOBKO IPUIOAHSUIA
TeJio, CJIOBHO OHO OHEMEJIO U €ii C TPYIOM JaBIHCh TIPOCTEl-
wKe aBXeHHs. OcHrec ToXe BCTal, HO He NbITalcd e
TIOMOYb: OH XOpOLUO 3HaN €€ ropAoCTb, NpaBHUTEJbHULA He
TIO3BOJIUT NPH3HATDb €J1abOCTb CTapelollero Tena.

C ycuineM OHa BbINpsSIMWIAch, ¥ TeNephb CIIMHa y Hee ObL1a
NpSIMOH, TOJIOBA, B BLILLIUTOM Luapde ¢ 6pHUIMAaHTOM BEMYMS,
BBICOKO NnoAHsTa. UMneparpuiia npouwia B 3aTeHEHHBII KOHell
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KOMHATBI, OBHIasCh LieNeYCTPEMIEHHO M 3HeprmyHo, Ocurec
1EN psOoM, HO He Kacascs e€.

Eweé oauH coH! Pamceit KumMOn cen B mocTenn cpeau
CNYTaHHBIX U3MATBLIX NPOCTBIHEHN, CIIOBHO TOJNLKO YTO 3aKOH-
Yl cxBaTKy. OH BCMOTEJI, XOT HOYHOH BO3MYyX OLLT XOJIOAEH;
ero Y€pHole BOJNOCHI MPWIMILTH KO n6y. OcMoTperics, cierka
YOUBHUBIIMCH 3HAKOMOMY OKPYXEHHIO cBoeii cnaibHU. OH He B
TOM, IpPYTOM MHpe, KOTOpbLIif Kaszajicd eMy TaKMM pealibHbIM.
PaMceii BIOTIOUW!I JIaMITy 11 YTEHMS, TTOTSIHYTICS 33 OIOKHOTOM
M PYYKOIi, KOTOPOii 3aJI0XIW1 HYXHYIO CTpPaHHLLY.

— 3anuchiBaii, KaK TOJILKO NMPOCHELILCS, — IOCOBETOBAI
eMy Ha npouutoit Heaene I'per. — YeM monblue Xuéuwm, TeM
Gosblie moapoObHocTed 3a0ymyTcs.

PaMceii nonoxmn 6JI0KHOT Ha KOJIEHH W NPHHSUICS THCaTh.

«bonblias KoMHaTa, — Hepa3GoOpYHBO MHcan OH, — KaKHe-
TO MallUWHbl... HUKOIIA paHbllle TAKUX He BHAe. [IBa yenopeka...
— OH CTaparejibHO NMPUNOMHHAI NMOAPOOHOCTH, — OAHH MOJIO-
IO, B CTPaHHOI odexne, YTO-TO Bpole JieoTapaa®, IUIOTHO
oOTArHBaloLWeil, uBeT... — PaMceil 3aKkpbul I71a3a U NOMBITAICS
COCpEOTOYMTLCA HAa BOCIIOMHHAaHMH, KOTOpPOE YXe Hayalo
yckonb3atk. Jla! — lIBcT 3enénbiii, TEMHO-3en€HbIA. [ToBepx
3TOro TPHKO YTO-TO BpOJE TECHOIO XWIETa... 6e3 pykaBoB... 10
ccpeanHbl 6eapa... HO HE HACTOSILLMIA XUJIET, IOTOMY YTO OH He
OTKpBIT cniepeau. Ha rpyan pHCyHOK — IOX0Xe Ha XCMYYXH-
Hbl ¥ 30/10TO... OYEHD CJIOXHbIH».

Ho oT pucyHKa ocTanoch TO/MLKO oOllee BrieyaTieHie.

«/Ipyroii yenopek... MocTapllie... KOCTIOM TAKOH Xe... CCPBIi,
a TIOBCPX YTO-TO Bpole XaKeTa.. TOXE CEeporo... HUKAKHX
YKpaulcHUM, KpoMe KpacHOW TOJIOCKH Ha MpaBod CTOpOHE
pyan. Y o6oux cMmyraas KoxXa.. HO He YEpHad... TEMHLIe

* O6raruBarolliee TPUKO akpobata WM TaHUoOBUMKA. (TIpum. ne-
pes.).
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BOJIOCHI M IV1a3a C/MLIKOM... MHAeickue? — OH NMOaYepKHYN
CJIOBO, B KOTOPOM COMHeBaIci. — YenoBeK B éepOM 3QHAT
MaLIMHaMH, TIEPEXOAUT OT ONHOIi K Apyroii. OulyllleHue BO3-
OyxneHuss — 06a oYeHb HanpsSDKEHbl, CJIOBHO YTO-TO JOJIKHO
npousoitti. Cospanoch BrneyaTieHUe, YTO 3TO Apyrasi KOMHATa
B TOM X€ 3JaHHH, KOTOpoe CHWIOCh MHe paHblue. Ho crapuka
3aech He Obulo. OLIyluanuch NMpexae Bcero MX YyBCTB4... Ha-
npsDKeHHe... KaK OyATO ouYeHb MHOTOEe 3aBUCHT OT TOIO, YTO
OHM JAenaloT.

3akpbiBas QIOKHOT, MOJIONOM 4elOoBeK He CTal nobaBisATh
TO, YTO OLUYTWI B NOCJEAHUH MOMEHT... YTO OH caM — OYeHb
BaXHasi 4YacTb npeacrosiiiero. KoHeyHo, 3TO ecTecTBEHHO.
Benb B XOHLIEe KOHLIOB 3TO € T O COH.

Pamceii ilowmpm JlaMITy, mompaBWwl noaywky u n€r. Ot
OKHa TAHYJIaCb MMOJIOCKA JIYHHOIo cBeTa. Pamceii cMoTpen Ha
He€, He MCNbIThIBasi HUKAKOIO KE/aHUs CMaThb.

Moxer, OH caM NoAKapMJIMBAeT CHbl CBOMM BOODOpaXeHH-
eM, notoMy uro I'per Xoysean Tak MMM 3auHTepecoBaicsi. U
Tenepb eMy NOACO3HATENLHO XoYeTcs yroanThb ['pery, nokasartb
cebs 6onee BAXHLIM, ¥ MOTOMY NPHUXOAAT TaKHe CHbl. OnHaKo
OH ObU1 yBEepeH, 4TO 3TO He oObryHble cHbl. [Ipexae Bcero oHU
HaANIOMHHAIN OTPBIBKM Ibecbl. OH BuaeN HEMHOIO 31echb, He-
MHOIO TaM, XOTs1 OOLUMH CIOXET OT Hero yckonb3aa. Ho
3NHU304bl CHOB 4YTO-TO CBS3bIBAIO Mexay coboil, a Jioam,
KOTOPBIX OH BHIEN BO CHE, HX OKPYXXCHHE — ObUIM pcalibHbl,
KaK HU B KaKOM JIPYTOM CHE paHbLIe.

KoneyHo, I'per B o0CHOBHOM NpHILEN B BO30yXIeHHE H3-3a
CBOEIo MNpoeKkTa M elHé noTroMy, yro PaMceii HanoJoBHHY
Hpoke3. OH Joaro paccyxinal o TOM, YTO J1000M HHIeell
JoJDKeH ObL1 BO CHE YBMAETb CBOEIO AyXa-pyKOBOAMTENs, Mpe-
Xe 4eM CTAaHOBWICH B3pocCibIM. PasyMeercsi, B cTapuHy Tak
OHO U Opur0. Ho Takme BomueGHble CHBI, HACKOJILKO MOT
cyautbh PamMceii no npoynTaHHOMY, Bceraa GbUIM O XHBOTHBIX
WIH O KaKOM-TO NpeAMeETe, KOTOpblii BIOCAEACTBMM MOT CJIy-
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XHTb TOTEMOM YeJioBeKa. A 3TO coOpaHHMe CTPaHHBIX CLEH
HHMKaK He OOBbSCHULIL HACNEeACTBEHHOM NMaMATHIO.

IIpoekr «CoH» B yHMBepcuTeTe HOBLIH, M I'per mo cameie
yiIM morpy3wicsi B Hero. IIpoekT mccnenyer BO3MOXHOCTB
TeNenaTuy BO CHE: KOHTPOJIbHBIA MCIBLITYeMBlii CMOTPHT Kap-
TMHKY, a crsiwuii gookeH ynoBuTh e€€. Ho Pamces 3to He
HHTepccoBano. OH yxe 3aKOHYWI KypcC, M Nopa MCKaTbh pabory.
A acCUTrHOBaHHIl 47151 paclIMPEH U IPOEKTAa N0Ka He NpeaBuae-
JIOCb...

Ecnu 611 oH He pacckasan pery, Koraa y Hero Ha4atuch 3T
cHbl! Pamceit nomopumics B IyHHOM cBete. Tenepb xe I'per
npucTan Kak GaHHBIA JIMCT: MULUM OTYETHI, CTapaiicss BCIIOM-
HHUTb, YTO MOIJIO BLI3BaTb COH. PasyMeeTcs, HMYcro U3
YBHICHHOTO IO TeNeBHU30pY, HMYEro M3 NPOYHTAHHOIO WIH
BCTPEYEHHOIO He MMeeT OTHOLLEHHUS K 3TUM cHaM. I'per oyeHp
TLLATeJIbHO pacClipaliiBal ero, H OHU 00a yOoeIWIHCh B 3TOM.
Ho Toraa nouemy eMy cHsitca 3TH cHBI? Y OHH, CHBI, C KAXIbIM
pa3oM cTaHoBsTcs Beé sipye. B nocneaHuit pas eMy nokasanocs,
YTO OH MOXET NPOTSAHYTb PYKY M KOCHYTBHCSA IUTallia WIH Xuie-
Ta — OJEXIbl TOIO YCJIOBCKA B 3€JIEHOM.

PaMceii McnbITBIBAT CTpaHHOE BO30OYyXIEHHE, CJIOBHO BOJ-
HEHMe YBHAEGHHBIX MM BO CHe JiloAel 3aXBaTWIO H ero. YCHYTb
He yaacTcsi, B 3TOM OH ObU1 yBEpeH.

OH BCTan C KPOBATHM M Noaowén K okHy. JIyHHbI# cBeT
nponai, JyHa Toxe. E€ 3ataHynu obnaka. Pamceit B3apornyn u
OIJISIHYJICA Yepe3 Iuieyo. Y Hero NOSIBWIOCH CTPAHHOE OLlyllie-
HMe, YTO 33 HMM Habmoalor, ¥ 3TO OLUYLIEHHWE TOCTENEHHO
ycunuBaioch. M Bcé M3-3a €0 HECYACTHOIO BOOOpaxeHus!
PeiweHo! OH He OyaeT GoJiblle NPOBOAMTD HUKAKMX IKCHEPH-
MeHTOB ¢ [perom.

B oTnaneHuH HM3KO packaTwicsa rpoM. PaMmceii Hadan To-
POIUIHBO OfeBaTbCsl, OH CaM He TOHHMMaJ NPUYUHY 3TOM
JHuxopanoyHoit cneuwkn. OH HM MHHYTBI He Mor Gosblue
ocTaBaThcsl B 3TOM KoMHaTe! OH nocMoTtpen Ha d4achl. Yac
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HouHl. Ceroans I'per Hoyblo pabGotaer B Jabopatopyu. Xopo-
wo. OH caM OTNPaBUTCA Tyda U CKAKET... )

3ararusas nodc, PaMmceii nokayan ronopoii. Heyxcnu HeoG-
XOOHMO pasroBapuBath ¢ I'peroM ceifuac, B Takoii yac Houu?
OH, DOJDKHO ObITh, CNISITWI... 3TH CHBL... [la, HO CCJIH OH CKaXeT
I'pery, 4YTo BCE KOHYCHO, MOXET, YAACTCS BCPHYTbCS M YCHYTB?
3aBTpa B IeCATD YTPa y HEMO BCTPEUa C MEHEKEPOM MO KaapaM
U3 3aBegeHusi PobuHcona. 1 OH He coOMpacTcs ymycTHTB
TaKylo Bo3MoxHocTb. Ckazath I'pery, yTo oH 3aBcpliacT co-
TPYAHMYECTBO, BEPHYTbCSl, NMPHUHATb AacCHHPUH M XOpoLIO
BbICIaTLCS.

B xopuaope OH NOHsUI, YTO YyTb JIH He OEXUT, HO HUYero He
CMOT TIOAENaTh C OXBATHBLUMM €rO OLUYLIEHHEM, YTO HYXHO
ToporuThes. PaMceit 3Ha TONLKO, YTO NO/DKEH BBIITH U3 IOMa,
OTNpaBUTLCS B JlabopaTtopuio. OH OOHapYXW1, YTO CXKUMAET B
KyJlaKe KJIIOYH OT MAallMHbI, XOTS ¥ He MOMHWWI, KaK B3sUl HX.

CHapyXH ObUIO COBCEM TEMHO OT AOXIEBLIX Ty4 Ha Hebc.
PaMmceli cen B MaliMHY Ha CTOSIHKE M cpa3y Ha TNOJHOMA
CKOpOCTH pBaHy/1 K yHMBepcuTery. Ho notroMm Bcé-Taku 3acra-
BWw1 cebs exatb MeaneHHed. IloyeMy OH Tak ToponuTtcs?
Iouemy...

OnHako BHYTPEHHSsISl TPEBOra YCWIMBAIACH, 3aCTaB/sUIa €XaTh
OpicTpee, cKOpO OHa Nepepocia B KaKoii-To cTpax, OT KOTOporo
PaMceii ornaabiBasics, CIOBHO OXMAasl, YTO KTO-TO YCTPOIUICH
33 HUM B MalliMHE ¥ INPHKA3bIBACT €MY TOPONMTLCS.

Yo ¢ HumM npoucxoaut? OH momkeH 6bL1 yBuaeTh [pera,
Y3HAaTb y HeTo, SIRISAETCS JIH TaKasi peaKis HOpMabHO# Mocie
ero cHoB. Ho... HO 3TO Xe BoBce He mopora B Jaboparopuio!
EMy cnemoBano cBepHyTh Ha JIapuMOHT, a OH mpoexan yxe
JIMIIHMX ABa KBapTaja. Tenepb npHAETCsA MOBEPHYTb Ha Al-
JIOy3i1, a NTOTOM eXaTh yepe3 NnapK K o3epy.

OH He XOTeJ Tyda exaTb... YTO €ro 3acTaBiser?..

OT cTpaxa nepecoxyio Bo pTy. Ero pyku 3actbuiu Ha pyine,
Hora Ha Mejald — HO OH He XoTen TyAa exats! M He mor
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3aCTaBUTb ceDOs NOBEpHYTh, YHTH OT MPHHYXAEHHUs, KOTOpoe
3aCTaB/ISUIO €r0 HECTHUCh B TEMHOTY.

Hayanacwy Gypsi, 1 oueHb cwibHas. JloxXnb Briepely "BCTal
CTCHOI1, orHM ¢ap He NpoOHMBAM CIVIOLIHONI HOTOK BORBI
PasyMHee Obu1o Obl OCTAaHOBUTLCS M TEpeXnaTb, HO TO, YTO
OBJIAIC/IO UM, HE JaBaJ0 OCTAHOBUTLCA. OH He BHIen Gosblue
OCBCLUGHHbIX OKOH M yIH4YHbIX (poHapeit. [lo/mkHO ObITh, CKOpO
mapx, Aa ¥ Jopora nouuia 3aech B ropy. B Takoii goxab eé
MOBOPOTH! OYEHb OMACHBI.

Ho oH mo-npexyeMy He MOT OCTAHOBMTHLCS.

®apnl cnabo ocBeTWIH Genble NMepwia clieBa, OH KakK pas
npoe3xajl Hall peYHbIM OOpBIBOM...

U 1yr...

B cnabom ceete ¢ap MenbkHyna ubs-To ¢urypa. Pamceit
HEBOJIbHO 3aKpH4ajl H CBEPHYJI, YTOObI HE CTONIKHYTLCSI C Heil.
Maiunna yctpeMmnach K orpane. Iocmenuanca ymap. Pamceit
CHOBA OLIYTWI XYyTKMIi CTpax, NOHAB, YTO MallIMHA JIETUT BHU3.

I'nasa 2

3anax — 3amax uBeToB. Bhayane Pamceil ouiyTHn TOJMBKO
ero. OH Kak OyATO Me[JIEeHHO TNIOAHMMAJICA 1O NOAbLEMY XoIMa
B KaKoM-To cany. Ho 3anax 6bu1 ropasao KOHLEHTPHPOBaHHEH,
CHJbHEH, YeM apoMat Joboro cana.

OH noneITasicsi BCNOMHUTD 0oONbllie U BHOBb MCIBITAJl CHJIb-
HbIi CTpax, Korga oOpbIBKU NMPOLUIOTO CTAIM COSOUHSTLCS B
envHylo xapTuHy. Kpyroii noawém mopors B TEMHOTeE, NOBO-
POT, KOTZia OH NOMbITa/ICS N30eXaTb CTOIKHOBEHHA C YEJIOBEKOM,
KOTOPOIO TYCKJIO OcBeTWIM ero ¢apbl. Jlo/kHO ObITb, OH ynan
BHM3.

3anax LBETOB — MNajiata GONbHULIbI?

IOHolIa OCTOPOXHO NMpUCAYIANCA K CBOeMy OpraHH3My B
TNOMCKAX KAaKOro-HMOyAb MCTOYHMKA OOJIM, KaKOro-to IpH-
3HaKa, YTO OH nonan B aBapuio. Huyero. CHoBa ero oxsaTmi
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crpax — M cwibHbli! CroMaHHBIH NO3BOHOYHHK? TTosHbIi
napanny? [TaHHMYeCKuii yXxac He JaBal eMy LUEBC/ILHYTh PYKOH
WIH HOIOH.

OH 7nexasn, NapaTM30BaHHbIi COGCTBEHHBIMM MpayHbIMH
NONO3PEHMSIMHU, U TYT K HEMY BEDHYJICS CJIyX, KaK TOJILKO YTO
— oboHsiHue. CoBceM psinoM npo3Byyasn yeif-to rosoc. Ho
PaMceii He nMoHs1 HU cioBa. B nmoToke 3BykoB 4yBcTBOBa/ICH
PHTM, MOXOXMii Ha KaKoe-TO NMEHME.

PaMmceii MeaieHHO oTKpbL1 maza. OH Jlexasl Ha CNMHe, Ja.
Ho Haxg HMM He MOTOJI0K GOJMLHUYHOIM MaiaThl; TAKOIO NMPOCTO
He MoxeT ObITh B nanate. Co BceX CTOPOH BBCPX B3METHYJIHMCD
apKM, BCTpeyasch B LICHTPE, U C 3TOTO LEHTPa CBMCAT Ha LiENH
MasITHUK B opMe KIETKH CJI0XHOI1 pe3HOH paboTbl; B HEM ObL1
3aKmo4CH cBeTsaumiics wap. U XoTbh cBeT ero GuL1 He ApOK,
Pamceit MUIHYn M Kakoe-TO BpeMsl MPOIOJIKAT MUIaTh.

OH He MOr pas3niMyYWTbL LBETHOH PMCYHOK CTEH — Kpacku
WIM MO3aMKa MeXIy apKaMH, HO TaKoro OOraTcTea, TaKoro
H300MJIMSI OTTEHKOB €My He NpMXOAWwloch BuMaeTb. IlcHue
MpOACJIKANIOCH CIpPaBa OT Hero.

PaMmceii moBepHyn ronoBy, OTHLICKMBas MCTOYHHK 3BYKa.
IIBeTouHrIif apomaT monasnsi. Bokpyr ce6a Pamceit Tenepb
Buaen Maccy LBeToB. OHM MOKPBIBATH BCIO TMOCTE/Nb, HA KOTO-
Ppoii OH Jiexan, Ho... yro?..

3a Maccoli LIBETOB KTO-TO CTOSUT Ha KoseHsX. PaMmceit pas-
rsgeNl TOJBKO KpYTAylo TOJIOBY M IUIEYM: BCIO OCTAILHYIO
¢bUrypy npsrano IVIoTHoE MOKPBIBAIO, COBEPLUEHHO CKpbIBas
oyepraHus. TonbKo pykH, ManeHbKHE CMYIIbIE PYKHM, OLUTH
MOOHATHI TaK, YTO €My YOaJloCh YBHAETL KAKOH-TO HeGOMbLIOH
npeaMeT B CXaTbIX JIANOHSX, CKBO3b MaTbLbl NMpoOHBajica ero
Gneck.

Pamceit nomnbITanics NMOHATbL CNOBa, KOTOpble NMPOU3HOCHIA
3aKyraHHas ¢urypa. Ho He yciblluian HM OQHOIO 3HaKOMOTO.
Tomxo 3Byku. Uto ciyynnocs?

Tonpko Tenepb OH Bo3HaMepwiIcs MPOBEPUTH MOABIKHOCTh
CBOErOo Tena.
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CHavana npaBas pyka.. K orpoMHoif pamocru, OoH cMor
MOAHATL €€. JIBUTANach OHAa CTPAaHHO, CKOBAHHO, CJIOBHO OH
J0JITO TIpoJieXaJl B OOHO# no3e M pyka 3arekna. IlooHsas pyky,
Pamceii BBIMYCTIWI YTO-TO, YTO CXMMATH €ro HETOCyLIHbIE
TJIbLBI, M STOT NpeIMeT CKOJIL3HYI IO €r0 Teay B LIBETHI.

3akyraHHas ¢urypa B3IporHyna... 3aMoJTyaja... OTTIpSHYJIa B
CTOpOHY... Bctana. [logHsiach pyka, OTKUHYB Byaslb M NPHOT-
KpPbIB JIMLIO MO HEM.

JeByllika — HO OH e€ HHMKoraa He Buaes. OnHaKo B JHle eé
CKBO3WIO YTO-TO 3HaKoMoe. IMeHHO e€ OH, KOHEYHO Xe, He
BHIEJN, HO BHAEN NMOXOXMX — Mo ¢urype, UBeTy Koxu. Bumen
BO cHax!

OH cHoBa BO cHe. Moxer, Ha caMOM Jelie JIeXHT 6e3
CO3HaHMA B 6OJIbHULIE M BEPHYJICS K NMOACO3HATE/IbHBIM KAPTH-
HaM, KOTophbl¢ 3a MNpolleJlIHe HeAelH CTAIM HEeeCTECTBEHHO
XUBbIMH.

OnHako PaMcess oTOpBano OT COGCTBEHHBIX MbIC/IEi BhIpa-
XEHHe JMua geBylukH. OHa cMOTpesia Ha HEero BHayaje C...
BEPOSITHO, caMoe ToAXoadiulee cloBo — cTtpaX. Ho crtpax
TIOCTCNICHHO YXOAWWI, CMEHSACh OPYTMM YYBCTBOM, KOTOpOE
PaMmceil MoHATL HEe cMOr, IIa3a ACBYLUKM CJerka Cy3WIHCh,
IyObl CXAJIUCh.

I'nanxas Koxa AeBYIIKH 4YyTb MOKpacHesa Moj oOlLIMM Ko-
PHYHEBBIM OTTeHKOM. OHa BMOJHE MOXET CONMTH 3a
aMepUHIHAHKY, TOJILKO HE XBaTaeT WIHPOKHX cKy/. JIHLo y Heé
C TOHKMMH YepTaMM, OBUIbHOE, HOC C BLICOKOH IEpEHOCHLIEH,
MOXET, Ui TIOMIMHHONM KpacoThl clierka Belaaloummiics. Ho
caMas 3aMeyaTeJibHag OCOOGHHOCTb — €€ Ias3a. PaMceit cMoT-
pen npsMo B HHUX, ¥ OHM Ka3aJiMch BcE Gonblie U Oonblue, U OH
HaKoHell BUIEN TOJbKO MX.

YT0-TO JIETKO KOCHY/IOCH €ro 1ekH. OH MOHSUI, YTO A€BYLIKA
NOAHSUIA PYKY U TeNepb MILUET NMajibliaMM MyJbC y HEro Ha luee.

— Kackap? — ogHO cJI0BO, NPOM3HECEHHOE BOMPOCHU-
TeJIbLHO.
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Ho Pamceit u 3Toro ciioBa He noHsu1. Takoro sipkoro cHa y
Hero ell€ He 6bU10. MOXET, OH BbI3BaH KAKMM-TO HApDKOTHKOM,
KOTOpbIM CHMMAIOT Gosib B Tene. JIeKapcTBO MOXET YCHWIMTD
SIDKOCTb CHa. _

OH NOHS, YTO HEe MOXET OTOPBAaTh B3IVIsiAa OT IVIa3 JieByLl-
XH. JloyDKHO 6bITh, OHA KAKMM-TO 00pa30M MLITACTCS TOMYYHTh
Yy HEero oTeeT, B KOTOPOM OTYassHHO HYXZacTcs.

[ToToM OH CHOBa yBHAE/, YTO AEBYUIKA YAHBIEHHO HaXMY-
pwiack. OH eif He OTBeTWI, M 3TO, NO-BHAUMOMY, KAKUM-TO
o6pa3oM HanmoMHWIO eii 00 onacHocTH. OH MOHSUT 3TO TaK
SICHO, OynTo OHa mpenymnpeauna ero Bcnyx. OHa B3IISHYNA
HanpaBo, HajJcBO, MOTOM CHOBA Ha Hero. [laneu, KoTopwlit
MpoBEpsU1 €ro MyJbc, TeMeph NOPXHyn K ¢ IybaM B Xecre,
KOTOpBI OH JIETKO TOHSUIL.

OHa MNOTHO 3amaxHynach B Byanb, HO He cTaja NpATaTh
JIMLO M GbICTPBIM IBIDKEHHEM CKpbUIACh M3 TOJISI €r0 3peHMus.
Tak Kak oHa Jana eMy TOHATb 00 ONAacCHOCTH, OH TNOCyLIAICs
M OCTICS JIeXaTh HEMOABIDKHO.

Ho rne on?

PesHoli noTon0K Haa ronoBoi, HBeThl... X 3amax ctan Tak
CHIEH, yTo PaMcesn crerka 3aTolIHWIO... OH MBITAICS TIOHATD,
YyTO BCE 3TO 3HAYMT. PaMceli He mMoMHWI, YTOObl B NMPOLWIbLIX
CHax OLIylIa1 3anaxy. A NIPUKOCHOBEHHE JEBYLIKH K €ro 1LcKe
M TOpJIy — OH €lI€ MCIBIThIBAM ero.

I'ne on? Yro cayynnocs?

FOHolLa OTYastHHO MbITAICS BCMIOMHUTD TOCJEIHUE MIHO-
BEHMs, Npexae YeM ynaj B TEMHYIO NMacTb PeYHOW NOJIMHBIL
Jloxns, ¢urypa, nokasapuiascgd B cBeTc ¢ap. 3To OH NOMHHI
sicho. OmHako He scHee, YeM 3amax LBeToB BOKpyr. Ho Bean
3TO YX€ HC MOXCT ObITb PEaIbHOCTHIO!

IpocHuck, TBEPAO NpHKa3an oH cebe. [IpocHUCH — HeMen-
JIEHHO!

Ecmu ero cHoBuneHHe BbI3BAHO HAapKOTHKOM, MOAEHCTBYET
JM Takas TakTHKa? Kaxercs, rer. OH He npockinaercs. LBeTsl,
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BCE 3TO MecTO — BCE OCTa€rcs No-TpexHeMy. BepHércs ym
JeByuixa? Yto oHa ckasana? Pamceil mombITajcs npaBWIBHO
BOCTIPOM3BECTH TO CJIOBO, HO HE BCIyX.

«Kackap», — 3T0 yenoBeK, cocTosgHHe, Mecto? Yro Takoe
Kackap?

N noyeMy oH JeXUT 3aech?

OH TmoOHSUT MNpaBylo PyKY, Tak, 4ToObl yBHICTh e€. Koxa
BbIIJISAENA Topasgo TeMHee, YeM OOBIYHO, M Ha OosblLIOM
najblie CHAENO 1IMPOKOe KOMbLO, 30JI0TOE, CJIOXHOH paboThl,
C KAMEHHOH TeMMOM, CJIOBHO JOJDKHO CJYXMTb II€YaThio.
3anfcTee TOXe OOBMBaJIa 30JI0Tasi JIEHTa, CKpLIBAaBlUAsCA B
pyKaBe LIBETa MeIM, — HHKOrAa B XU3HU He HOCWI OH TaKoif
LIBET.

B mpeapiaymMx cHax OH BMAEN OPYTMX, HO HMKOraa —
caMoro cebs, cBo€ TeJlo WIM oexny. B Tex cHax oH Kasaics
cebe becTeNiecHBIM OyXOM, KOTOpBIii Habmonaer 3a AeiCTBHEM,
HO CaM B HEM He Y4YacCTBYeET. A 3Ta peallbHOCTb PYKH C KOJIBLIOM
M JIEHTOM Ha 3arsicTbe — YXacHa.

Kakoe-To nBuxeHHe; oH OpicTpo momHsn B3rsa. Ilepen
HMM CHOBA NOSBWIACh AEBYLIKA. Tenepb OHa CXBaTWIA €10 PYKY
¢ NMOBEJIMTE/ILHOM PELIMMOCTHIO, TIOTAHYIIA Ha cebs. Coobuue-
HMe JOCTaToyHO fAcHoe. OHa Xo4YeT, YToObl OH BCTAl M NOLUEN
C Helo.

Pamceii npunoaHsics. OueneHeHHe, KQTOpoe OH ollyllan B
pyKe, B NajblLax, Ka3aJoch, OXBaTWIO BC€ Teno. ONHOBpEMEHHO
OH TNOHSUI, YTO JIEXHT He Ha MATKO# IOCTENN, HO Ha KAKOM-TO
IUTHHHOM, TBEpHOH, KaK KaMeHb, IUIMTE, KOTopas MNOKpbLITa
JNYUIbL TOHKOW aloifi TKaHblO. B ronoee M B Horax CTOSUH
BbICOKME KaHe/I0pbl BLICOTOH C HEro caMoro: oH yoeawics B
3TOM, HEYBEPEHHO BCTAaB Ha HOTH M AepXach 3a Kpail yChInaH-
HOM LBETaMH IUIMTHI. B KaxaoM noacBeyHHKe Topyana cbeya
TOMUMHON € ero mnpelrvieybe; OT CBeyel KypWIHCh TOHKHE
CTPYHKM apoMaTHOIO ObIMa.

CHoBa JIeBYLIKa MOTSHY/IA ero 3a pyKy, NoTallliwia oT IUIH-
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Thl — B TeHb, Kyla He JOCTHIacT CBET JIaMITbl Hal TOJIOBOM M
cBeyeil. PaMceit B3aporHyn, yBuIEB 4YeTBEPLIX MYXYMH, MO
OHOMY B KaXAOM YIJIy NOMelUeHHsA, B KOTOPOM OH Jiexall.
TonoBbl y HMX ObUIM CKIOHEHBI, PYKM CXHMAIH PYKOSTH
Meueil, KoTopble, OOHAXEHHbBIE, YITUPAIUCH B TIO.

PamMceli mociyliHo nocnenoBasi 3a OeByWKoit. Hukrto M3
MYX4YHH Jaxe He mouleBenwics. IIpoxoms MMMO OfHOro M3
HUX, Pamceit yBuOen, 4TO TOT CO CTPaHHBIM HamnpsDKCHHEM
CMOTPHT TOJILKO Ha Jie3BHe cBoero Meya. Ho 3to He crarys, a
XMBOH yenoBeK. PaMceii Buies, Kak NMOOHMUMAETCsl H ONyCcKaeT-
Csl ero rpyab NpH IbIXaHHUM.

Hx abconmoTHas HeMoABKHOCTD, TO, YTO OHH He OOpaTHIIH
HHKAKOTO BHMMaHMs Ha Pamces M IeByluIKy, Bc€ 3TO He
NMOKAa3aJIoCh €My CTPaHHbIM. B KOHLIe KOHLIOB, 3TO Belib TOJILKO
COH. A BO CHe MOXHO OXMaaTb caMoro Heo6bryHoro. Ero
TPEBOXWIO JIMLIb, YTO OH BUAMT BCE MPOMCXOAslLEEe CTULIKOM
Y€TKO M B MeJipdailuMX mnoapobHocTsix. HM oaMH coH 3a
Npouvibie MecslUbl He CPABHHUTCS C 3THM.

Bce yeTBepo, Kak orMeTmn Pamceit, HoCHIM Takoe Xe, Kak
JI0AN B 1aGOpaTOpHH, TUIOTHO TpHJEraollee TPUKO W cBoboa-
Hble KYPTKM, JOXOAsllWe OO cepeAuHbl Oeapa. Tpuko y HMX
ObUTH 4€pHOIO LiBETA, a BEpPXHss olexna cepas, ¢ GOIbLIMM
BLILLIMTBIM repboM Ha rpyau. Pamceit B3RsIHY Ha cOOCTBEHHOE
TeJIo U 06HapyXaw1, 4TO OlEeT B TAaKYIO XK€ OfcXkay, HO OpPYIruX
1BETOB.

Tpuko y Hero, IUIOTHO oOJeraipulee ¥ 3MaCTUYHOE, TOXE
uBeTa Meau. JKWIeT — 30JI0TOTO, C KpacCHBIM rep6oM Ha Ipyam.
MHOXecTBO MEJIKMX JpParoleHHbIX KAMHel HalUUTbI CJI0XHbBIM
y3opoM. Ha Horax Msarkue rnaaxkue carnorH, BbICOTOMH A0 JIOfbl-
XeK, TOro Xe MeJHOro LBeTa.

JeBylka cHOBa NpHKpbUIA JIMLO Byasiblo, M Tenepb Pamcelo
BMIHA ObL1a TOMBKO €€ pyKa, KOTOpOH OHa MO-NpeXHeMY
MPOYHO Aepxasa ero. Kak M y Hero, y He€ Ha 60JiblIOM NaJiblie
KPacoBaIoCh MAaCCHMBHOE KOJILLIO C CHHUM KAMHEM € IpaBHPOB-
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Koii. YKaszaTeNbHbIM TNaJjiell yKpalliajo KOJMbLO CO CTPaHHOM
MacKoif pOraToro CyliecTBa M3 30JI0Ta, C 3e/IEHBIMM I71a3aMH,
Ha MM3MHLE CHIOENO WHPOKOE KOJbLO C PUCYHKOM, KOTOPLIA
Pamceit He cMor pasrisicTb. Bo BCEM OCTaILHOM JEBYILKA
6bl1a nonobHa TeHU cpeay TeHeil. OHU OLICTpO YXOOWIU OT
IUIMTBbI, Ha KOTOPOii OH ripocuyncz.

MHuHOBaB psil KOJIOHH, NOYTH HE BUOHMBIX B MOIyTbME, OHH
NpHGIU3IUTUCL K CTEHE, 3aKpbITOi KaMeHHBIM GapenbedoM ¢
pe3HbIMH (UTYpaMH, KOTOpbIE TOXe MOYTH He ObUIM BHIHBI
Hesylika ObIcTpO NofoLLIa K CTeHE M KOCHYNach NalbLEM
r1y6okoii pe3nbnl. M, HaBepHOe, NMpHBesa B ABICKCHHE KaKylo-
TO MIPYXHMHY, MOTOMY YTO Cpa3y nocJie KACaHUs YacTb NMaHeIH
packpbuiach, Kak camasi oObIyHas ABepb. 3a CTEHOM HX Xaana
y3Kas JIeCTHULA, CBEpPXy NajaM JIy4d TaKoro Xe, Kak Hal
JIOXeM, liapa.

IMomHsBUIMCE, OHM OKA3aJIUCh B Kopuaope, Gosee NoOJHO
OocBELIEHHOM 3THM 1uapoM. Kopuaop 3akaH4MBancs y ABEPH,
noxoxei Ha Te, yro Pamceii 3Han Bcio Xu3Hb. [IpoBoaHMuA
pacraxHyna CTBOPKY, ¥ OHM BOLWIM B KOMHATY, 3aJIMTYIO SPKHM
CBETOM, He CPaBHMMbBIM C TOJYTbMOIf, B KOTOpPOil OH npoc-
Hyncs.

JI1o60mBITCTBO Npeofonesio GecroKOoCTBO M3-3a 3TOTO Ha-
BESIHHOTO HapKOTHKOM cHa. Tenepb Pamceii He Gosuics1, eMy
XOTeJIOCh Y3HaTh, YTO Xe OyaeT aanblue. JleBylika BLITyCTHIA
€ro pyky, OCTaBMB CTOSITb B KOMHarte, U Pamceit ocMoTpencs.

Koe-yTro B KOMHaTe nokasajiioch eMy 3HakoMbIM. OH BUIen
3TO B CBOMX PaHHMX CHaX, B KOTOPbIX BCeraa NMpHCYTCTBOBAJ
MOXWI0i1 4YeJIoBeK B LJIMHHONM 4E€pHO-6e0il MaHTHH.

CTeHbl NoBepX NaHenel MOKPLIBAUIM AJMHHbIE NOJOCH! Bbl-
wHBku. HM3obpaxeHnsa OblIM ABHO ¢daHTAaCTHYECKHE,
PACTHTE/IbHOCTb CTPaHHOM (OpPMbl U HEBEPOATHLIX LIBETOB, Aa
M XMBOTHBIX TakMX Pamceit B cBoéM Mupe He 3Han. B orpoMm-
HOM ouare IOJIbIXaJl OTOHb, JaXe Ha YeTBEpTb HE 3aloJIHsAA
cBoeil yépHoli neuepnl. Ilepen oyaroM pacnolOXWIHChL ABE
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AMHHBIE CKAMbH, NIPUKPBITHIC XECTKOM XKENTo- 6e.r|on TKAHbIO,
Ha KOTOpPOH CBEpKaIH 30710Thle GNECTKH.

Mexay BolIeAUIMMH M OYaroM CTOSUT JUIMHHBIM CTON Ha
PE3HBIX HOXKaX, Ha KOTOpPOM ObLIO pacCTaRIEHO MHOXECTBO
TIpeIMETOB, BKIIOYasi OpOH30BbIC NMOACBEYHUKH, KYOKH, 61080
C 4YeM-TO NMOXOXHM Ha 0JI0KM, TONLKO O4YeHb OOMbLIMMM, U
TOMYy nopobHoe.

Ecnu He cyuTaTh cKaMeM, Gojibllle HUKAKHX CHACHHII B
KoMHare He 6pu10. OQHAKO TYT M TaM BJSUTHCD IPYIbl GOMBbLIMX
KBaIpaTHbIX NOAyLIeK, OOTSHYTHIX TKAHSAMM pa3HOIO LIBETa,
KOTOpbI€ TNOYTH CIHBAIUCEH APYT ¢ ApyroM. CeeT Hcxooun or
YETbIPEX BUCSYMX 1IAPOB B (PMIMIPAHHBIX KJIETKIX.

JeBylika nogouisa K GipkHei U3 ANMHHBIX CKaMeil, CHsNa
ByaJib, 3aKpbIBaBLIYIO €€ C TOJIOBbI 10 HOr, Opocusia Ha KOHell
CKaMbH, ¥ TOJILKO Toraa MOBEpHYNach JHLUOM K Pamcelo.

[Inatbe €€ 6bUI0 nomo6HO ero onexiae, TOMLKO BEPXHsA
KYPTKa IJIMHOM 10 JIoAbDKeK. Pa3pe3nl o 06e cTOpOHbI NO3BO-
JISUTM BUOETb €€ CTPOMHbIE HOTHM, OOTAHYTHIE OOJice CBET/ILIM,
obJeralolMM TPHKO, 40 caMbIX 6€nep. OHa BriGpasia rTyGoKMit
CHHe-3eJIEHBIH UBET OAEXAEI, NMOYTH KaK 'eMMa Ha KoJiblie €€
©GOJIBLIOTO Nasiblia, YTO NMOPA3UTEIbHO KOHTPACTHPOBAJIO C Ie-
NeJIbHO-CEPbIM OKPacoM Byasid, KOTOpYIO OHa cOpocina.

Ha rpyan y Hee KpacoBajach BbILIMBKa cepeGpoM, npaBia,
PHMCYHOK €€ ObUl ropa3fo npolle TOro, YTo Ha HEM CaMOM.
IMocpean ronoBbl KOWKM MEPLAIH I71a3a M3 XKEITOrO KaMHs
pa3MepoM ¢ HOTOTb €ro 6oJbLIOTo Nanblia; OHM OTPAXATH JTYYH
CBETA M OYCHb NMOXOAWIM Ha IVIa3a XHUBOIO XHWBOTHOTO.

I'ycTble, 4E€pHble, KOPOTKO OCTPMIKEHHbBIE BOJIOCH! AEBYLIKH
yaepXuBasa cepebpsiHasi JIEHTa C eli€ OAHUM M300pakKeHHeM
Kolllaybei ro/ioBbl Ha JIOy MexXay IazaMH. OKCLEHTPHUHbIA
KOCTIOM, HO IE€BYLLIKE OYeHb noaxoawi. M B Heii cpa3y 4yBcTBO-
BaJIOCh BEJIMYME, CIOBHO OHa NMPHMBBIKJIA BCIO XM3HL OTAABaTh
NPHKa3bl, OXHIad B OTBET Ge3yCJIOBHOTO NMOBHUHOBEHHMS.

‘OHa no-npexHeMy CMOTpeJia Ha HETO BHHMAaTeJIbHbIM oLe-
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HMBAIOLIMM B3IJISIAOM, KaK KOrJa OH BriepBble e€ yBuaen. B 3to
BpeMs1 NocJbIlasicst TErKui cKpexer. He noBopaumsas rono-
Bbl, AE€BYLIIKA YTO-TO NpoH3Hecna. B e€ 3ByYHOM rosioce, KaKk
nokxasanoch Pamcelo, npo3ssyyan Bonpoc.

OtrseTH eii Gonee cnabbii rosoc. JleByllIka CHOBA 3aTOBOPH-
Ja; cnpaBa oT PaMces oTKpbulach ABepb, M BOLWIA [ApYyras
XeHwHa. Ofera oHa ObUla MOYTHM TaK Xe, KaK M Teppas
JCBYILIKA, TOJNBKO TMpOLUE M B TYCKIbIX pPXaBO-KOPHUYHEBBIX
ToHax. E€ oaexny Toxe oTMeyan 3HaK rojioBbl KOLUKH, TONBKO
MEHbLIETO pa3Mepa U Oe3 KaMHel B r1a3ax. KopoTkue xéctkue
BOJIOCHI TOMNOPLIWIMCH Hal MNOMHLIM LUHPOKOCKYJIBIM JIMLIOM
XEHIIMHBI, MX CAEPXMBAIA TOJLKO JICHTA LIBETA PXKaBYMHBL.

OHa 3akpbuia 3a coboii ABEPb M OCTAHOBWIACh, HE OTBOAS
B3rnsaaa ot Pamces. [llupoxuii poT oTKphUICA B TAKOM OTKpO-
BCHHOM M3yMJIEHHH, KaKoro PaMcelo JaBHO yxXe He IPHUXOaWIoCh
BuIeTh. JJoNIro oHa npocTo cTosia M cMotpena. [ToToM 6bicTpo
3aropopwia AeBYylLUKa, C/I0Ba €€ CIIMBAJIMCh OPYT C OPYTOM, M
PaMceli naxe He MOr OTAENMTb OOHH CTPAHHbI 3BYK OT
ApYroro.

Korna neByuika 3aroBopiuia, B3IISA XEHIIWHBLI NepeMec-
TUNc ¢ Pamcea Ha He€, notoM Haszan. IlepBoHayanbHoe
M3yMJICHHe 10 Mepe CJIOB OEBYLUKH pacceHBayoch. JleByilika
CHOBa B3IJIIHyNIa Ha Pamces.

MeaneHHO, SIBHO CTapasiCh, YToObl €€ MOHSJIM, OHA KOCHY-
JIach NaTbLieM C KOJIbLIOM rojIoBbl KOWIKH y cebs Ha Ipyau.

— Texna, — npousHecna oHa. JoskHO GbITh, 3TO €€ UMS.
Teneps oHa xnana ero orseta. Heyxenu B 3ToM CHe OH To-
npexHeMy Pamceit Kumon? KoHeyHo, KeM eulI€é OH MOXET
ObITb, HECMOTPSI Ha OfeXIY M CTpaHHble OOCTOATENBLCTBA HX
BCTpPCYH.

IOHo1ua B cBOlO ovepenb yKaszan Ha cebs.

— Pamceit Kum6n, — orseTin oH.

CHoBa ApyTas XeH1IMHa npuluia B cMaTeHHe. OHa IpoCTHO
NoKayaJ1a roJIoBoii ¥ NMpoM3Heca TO Xe CJIOBO, YTO M JEeBYLIKA
paHbLLe:
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— Kackap!

CnoBHO mbITaNach [OOKa3aTb, YTO OH HE TOT, KeM cebs
Ha3BaJs, a JpYroi. i

— Pamceii Kumon! — nosropwi oH, Ha 3TOT pa3 rpoMye H
CO BCEM yIapCHHEM, KAKOE MOT cleslaTh Ha 3THX ABYX C/IOBAX.

Texna cmenana XecT, CIOBHO NMPH3bIBATIAa XEHLUMHY TNOBe-
putb eMy. IloToM yKka3ana Ha He€ U oObSBHNA:

— I'pymumnsaa.

PaMmceii 6bu1 crierka yIMBNEH, OOHApYXMB, YTO YyTh CKJIO-
HWI TOJIOBY B MaHepe SIBHO HE M3 €ro MHpa M NMOBTOPWI

— I'pyunuisaa. '

Ta, Koro oH Tak Ha3Bai, nogouuia 61amxe. OcMoTpena ero ¢
HOT [0 TOJIOBLI, MTOTOM C TOJIOBbl O HOT — BHMMATE/IbHO H
HeToporuiMpo. IloToM mokayana rojoBoif M pa3Benia pyku.

— Kackap!

Texna ynbiOHynach; BriepBble, CKOILKO OH €€ BHAEJ, JIMLO
JEeBYLIKH YTPaTWIO Hanpsk€éHHOCTb. C/ioBHO JioBeaeHHe I'pu-
LIWLABI No3abaBWIo €€,

Ho tenepsb cama I'puumnnaa paspasunach GbicTpoit peysbio,
NOXOXeH Ha NMOTOK BOMPOCOB; OHAa N'OBOpHJIa 6E30CTAHOBOYHO,
MOYTH He NepeBois AbixaHHA. CHOBA JeBYLUKA cliesana KopoT-
KHH MOBEJUTEbHBII XECT — Ha 3TOT pa3 MOAHSUIA PYKY
JIANIOHbIO BIiepéd, CNOBHO Tpebys MomyaHusa. M npomsHecna
eINHCTBeHHYI0 ¢pasy. [puiimnbaa 6LICTPO KMBHYNA M 3aTOpO-
NMuach K IBEPH, Yepe3 KOTopylo Bouuia. TaM oHa nocTaBwia Ha
MECTO 3amnop, 3aKphIB ABEPb U3HYTPH.

Texna noMaHwia PaMces, noka3aB Ha CHAEHHE PSIOM C
co6oii y ouyara. [locnenoman nepshlit YPOK si3bika. [leBylika
NMOKA3bIBa/la Ha Pa3IMYHble NMpeIMEThl B KOMHaTe M NMpPOU3HO-
CHJIa CJIoBa, KOTOpble OH NMOBTOPSUI, KAK MOT, XOTSl OHa 4acTo
Nonpap/sUla NpoU3HOolleHHe 1IoHowM. W yyBcTBOBaNnach B eé
NOBENEHHH TOPOTUIMBOCTb, KAK OYATO NO KAKOH-TO NMpHYMHE
OHH JIOJDKHBI HayYMTBCS Pa3TOBapHMBaTh KAaK MOXHO GbicTpee.
Pamces 3apa3una e€ Tpesora.
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Kakoit nonruit coH, 6erno nogyman oH. ¥ xaxasa nocneno-
BaTeJIBHOCTb COoObITHMI! OH COCpeoTOYWICA M ClleqoBan 3a
Texnoit, xak Mor Jiy4lue.

Pamceii He 3HaJI, CKOJILKO OHM NPOCHIENHN TakK, NMOBTOPSAS
cnosa. OH ycTan Gonblue, YyeM co3HaBal, Korma [puunuinoa
NpepBajla YpoK, NOCTAaBUB Nepell HUMH NMOAHOC C ABYMS NoJ-
HBIMM 10 Kpa€B KYOkaMu, He6onNbLIMMH KBaApaTHKaMH
XeJToBaToro xjieba U oqHHUM U3 6obIIMX A6MOK, pa3pe3daHHLIM
Ha JONbLKH.

Hanurok, xak pewinn PaMcei, npeacrarnsan co6oit Kakoii-
TO HenepebpoauBLIMI (PYKTOBbI COK. XJNe® okasancs 4yTb
cnangkui — Oosblile, YeM NMPUBLIYHLIA eMy X1eO, HO MeHblle
neyeHbsl. BKycHee Bcero ObL1M AGJOKM € IUIOTHOM MSKOTBIO.

OHM noenu ¥ HanwiKch. Tekna LWIMPOKO pa3Besia PYKH M
4yTO-TO CcKasana [puiinwibie, NOTOM JIeTKO KOCHYJIAach PyKM
Pamces.

— Cnarb... cnaTtbh, — NOBTOPWIA OHA CJIOBO, KOTOPOE PaHb-
uie H306pa3uia NAaHTOMMMON, 3aKPLIB I71a3a U TMOJIOXHB I0/I0BY
Ha JIaJOHbD.

Pamceii enBa He paccmesuics. Cnatb? OH M TaK CIIMT — U
BHONT cOH. MoxHo iM cnath Bo cHe? OwueBuaHo, Texna
CcYMTasa, YyTo MoXHo. Ho, KOHEYHO Xe, OHa ToXe NEPCOHaX U3
€ro CHa, OHa He pealibHa.

IOHowa KHBHY/, YTOOLI MOKA3aThb, YTO NMOHsU1. OHa KMBHYNA
Ha [puwnneay.

— I'pyumnbaa... BeCTH... cnaTh...

Opnertast B paBO-KpacHOE XCHIIMHA 3HEPrHYHO KHMBHYJa U
nomMaHwia Pamces. M nosesna He K ABepH, KOTOPYIO 3aKphbuia,
HO Hasal, B KOpHIOp, Yepe3 KOTOPblA OHM TNPMIIMA CIOAA U3
TOTO MECTa, Ile OH «IPOCHYACS» (ECTM MOXHO NMPOCHYTbCSl B
cobcTBeHHOM cHe). Pamcelt nmoaymail, He NMpeICTOWMT JH eMy
BEPHYTLCS1 Ha NMOKPBITYIO LBETAMM IUTMTY, K YETBEPbIM HHUYEro
He BUASIIMM HaOuionaresnsM.

OnHako I'puinibLaa cBepHYNa B KOPHIOPE HAJIEBO, OTKpbLIA
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ONHMM HaXaTHEeM JPYTYIO NMaHeNlb U NMPUBEJIA €I0 B MAJIEHbKYIO
KOMHATKy, B KOTOpOi1 OH YBHEN KPOBaTh, MOXOXYIO Ha KylleT-
Ky, C eQMHCTBEHHbIM TOKpPBIBAJIOM, CBEPHYTHIM B HOTax.
JIMin€éHHaA OKOH KOMHATKa MMeJia TOJNIbKO Y3KMii paspe3 B
CTeHe, Yepe3 KOTOpbIi, OYEBUOHO, NPOXOOWI BO3AYX, NOTOMY
YTO B KOMHAaTe He ObUIO AylIHO.

B 30T Xe pa3pe3 npoOHMBaICS AHEBHOH CBET; €ro XBaTWIO,
yrobpl, Korma I'pMwimibia Moya Bbllia, Pamceli cMor pas-
ngetbest. T1oToM OH NET Ha KYLLUETKY M HaKpbUICS NMOKPHIBAJIOM.

CTpaHHO, HO eMy JeHCTBHMTE/NLHO XOTeNoCh crnaTh. OXHaKo
OH He MnoAJaBajiCs COHJIMBOCTH. Y Hero ObUTO 0 YEM MOAYMATh.
M 1aK xaK ero 6ojbllle He OTBIEKAT YpoK TeKiibl, BO3ABUTHY-
Tblif MM Gapbep NMPOTHUB COMHEHMIT Hayas ObICTPO pacnagaThCs.

OH [OCTAaTOYHO O3HAKOMWICA C MccieaoBaHMsAMM ['pera,
chyllan 3amycH, BUOEJ CeaHChl TejeMaTMM BO CHeE, 4YTOOBbI
NOHATb, YTO 3TH €ro NPUKIIOYEHUS BO CHe YHMKanbHbl. Ho
TOBEPHUTD, TIPHHATD 3TOT COH 33 PeaIbHOCTb — 3TOI0 OH HUKAaK
He Mor. CIMUWKOM MHOIoe HCBO3MOXHO ObUIO OOBSACHHTBL
JIOTHYHO.

PaMceit Hayas BOCCTAHABIUBATh Melbyaiilline Noapo6HOCTH
TOro, 4YTO YBHJE/, KOIa OTKpbla rna3a. [lnura, Ha KoTtopoii oH
JieXal, ¢ BLICOKMMHU CBeYaMH M 3a4apOBaHHBIMH CTPaXHHKa-
MM — 3Ta cLieHa. OykBasibHO Npecieaosana ero. OH BHAEH TakHe
paHblie. He xak coH, Het... B TeacBusope, B kuHo? Ho He B
PEIbHOI XU3HU.

Pamceit Ha4yan METOOWYHO MCKATb OTBET. MOXET, €C/H OH
PAclo3HaeT XOTb OOWH 3IM304, TO CMOXET pasrajarb BCE
ocTanbHoe. I'ne oH BHAen Takoe paHblue?

Kaptnna... JomxHo ObITb, Ha KapTHHe. Xopowo. Yro 3a
xaptuHa? Koraa u rae? OH nombITaics NpeOcTaBUTb cebe
KHUTY, NepeBOpayMBal CTPaHMULBI, CMOTPEN MJUTIOCTPAaLMHU.
BecnonesHo. He neiicTayer.

MoxXeT, He KHMra, a XypHal. B maMaTU ero BO3HMKIH
CTpaHM1Bl 6onblIOro ¢popMarTa, OH Hayal HMX NMEpPEeHCTLIBATD.
Toyno!
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Pacmeii cen Ha kywerke. OH BcrioMHII!

310... 370 Xe rpo6! B Takux XOpOHAT KopoJeii WIH WIeHOB
KOpoJicBcKoi AUHAcTHM. CTPaXXHHKH C YETHIPEX CTOPOH, CBE-
4yi. HeMHOrO OT/IMYaeTCs OT KAPTHUHBI, KOTOPYIO OH BCTIOMHMJI,
HO HACTOJILKO TIOXOXe, YTO OH NMPEUCTIONHWICH YBEPEeHHOCTH:
€ro joraaka BepHa.

3T0 03HayaeT, YTO OH ObU1 MEpPTB!

Ho oH xec He MEprs! OH cumur 3mech. JJa M B CBOEM
cobecTBeHHOM MHUpe Pamceit Kum6n HukKoraa He nexan Obl Tax,
CO CTPRQXHMUKAMH, C 3TUMM CBEYaMM, CO CTPAHHOM AEBYUIKOM
Texnol, npuwenuleit orvlakueatb ero. OH MoOr oka3arecs B
noMe norpebecHuii, B rpody, HO 6e3 BceX 3THX YKpallleHHH.

Tem He MeHec OH He MOT M3GaBHUTBCS OT MBICJIH, YTO TakK
obxoasTcsa ¢ MepTBellOM. A 3ToT Kackap — Tenepb OH 3HaJ OT
Teknbl, yro Kackap — 310 Mmi... KackapoM 3BanM yesioBeka,
koTtoporo Tekna oxunana ysunetb B rpoby. Mépreiit Kackap.

OH He Kackap! OH Pamceii Kumbn, abcomorHo HopMalb-
Hbll aMEpHKaHeL, KOTOPbIil CBS3AJICS C HeEJICNbIM UCCleaoBa~
TENbCKHM NPOEKTOM M Ceiyac MCMBITHIBAET TaJ/UTIOLIMHALIMH.
Ho paHbllic TaKMX cueH OH HUKoraa He Buzea. CNOBHO Bbl-
3BaHHas HapkoTHkoM. Ho ecini kakoii-To THI 3aX0Tes1 HaITMYKATD
ero HapKoTHMKaMH, TaKoe BMoJIHe Morio 6bl noxasarecs. Her,
OH YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO [€JI0 He B HapKoTHKax. M ero He ciyyaitHo
MOJIOXMN Ha 3TY IUIMTY O] NOrpeOeHms...

Pamceii rnyboko B3MOXHYN M MONLITAICS OCTAHOBHTDb APOXDb
pyx. Ilopa npocHyThcsi. M yeM GricTpee, TeM jydie. Yxoaw,
COH, yxonu!

I'nasa 3

‘Ho xouwmap 3aknouancs B ToM, 4yTo PaMceil He Mor npo-
CHyTbCS!

MasicHbKasl, TYCK/IO OCBElIEHHAsh KOMHaTa ocTabajnach Ta-
KOil Xe pcanbHOM. PaMceil CWIbHO YIIMIHY/ cebsl 3a pyKy.

29



BosbHO — HO OH BcE€ paBHO He npocHyncsa. OT cTpaxa nepeco-
XJ10 BO PTY, NepexBaTWIO AbixaHue. OH 3acTpsi1 B COGCTBCHHOM
TUUTIOLIMHALIM ! )

— He nanukyit! — oH npousHéc 3T0 BCAyX, KaK 6ynTo camMu
3BYKH ObUIH CNOCOOHBI YCTIOKOMTDb €ro. I'laBHoe — He norte-
pATb TOJOBY, KAKMM-TO 00pa3oM OOBACHUTL ClydMBlIEeCs.

Ho 00bACHHTD HEBO3MOXHOE — HEBO3MOXHO!

PamMceii ocMoTpesnics, ornsiacn NpoYHLIC CTEHbI, Y3KHI pa3-
pe3, B KOTOpbIii NpoOuBaJics AHEBHOI cBeT. BcTan M noaraumn
KYLIETKY K creHe 1o GoiiHuuei. [Torom 3ane3 Ha joxe M
MOTIBITAICS BLIMMSAHYTb. M yBMIENn ToNBKO OpYTyio CTeHy Ha
HEKOTOPOM paccTOSSHHH, SIPKO OCBELUEHHYIO coHueM. bonbliue
HU4Yero He 6bUIO BHAHO, KpOME TOJIOCKM €aMOro oObMMHOIo
ronyboro Heba.

PaMcesi oxBaTHJIO Nogo3peHUe, U OH NONpoGOBAT OTKPHITh
nBepb. Ho I'ppumnbaa He 3akpbuia e€. OH cMOT BLIIVISSHYTDb B
y3Kuii Kopuaop. B KoHue xopuaopa HauMHanach y3Kasi JIeCTHH-
1ia, Beaywias Tyna, rae ero Hauwia Tekna. B apyrom HanparneHuH,
MOYTH Ha PacCTOSIHMM BLITAHYTOM PYKH, pacnojiaraiach 1BCpb
B KOMHATy, Ii¢ OHH C Hcil oOy4yanuch. OnHaKo y HEro nosiBu-
JIOCh CWIbHOC OLIylleHHe, YTo OpoauTDb 3aech ceifyac OnacHo.

Ho Benb HyxHo xoTb 4yro-To cacnars! Ecnm mpopornxats
NIPOCTO CUAETb M AyMaTb, TO OH cOMHAET ¢ yMa! Cnecayet KaK-TO
y3HaTb, Ille OH M KaK cioaa nonan. INoucMy-To oH Bcé Gonblue
yBepsUics B peayibHOCTH OKpYXaloLucro. 31o He coH. [1pounsoui-
JIO HEeYTO, COBEPLICHHO BbIXOASILUCE 32 NPe/esibl cro NOHUMaHUsA.
EMy NO/DXHBI OOBSICHUTD!

PaMceii ToponHBo warHya K aBepu KoMHatbl Tekibl. Ho
He NMOOHS PYKy K 3aTBopy. Tekna onpeaené HHO 0Toc/1ana ero.
M noka oH He y3HaeT Gosblle, HYXXHO NPUAEPXMUBATLCA YCTa-
HOBJICHHBIX €10 NnpaBWwl. A 4TOObl 3HaTb Gosbllie, OH NO/KEH
Hay4UTLCSi Pa3sroBapUBaTh.

Pamceit BepHysicst K KylETKE M NOCTapasicsi pacciabuUThes.
Hayan naxe npoH3HOCHTBH C/loBa, KOTOPbIM OHa €ro Yuwia,
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KaXAblil pa3 NpuU3biBas A1 OObSICHEHHA MBIC/ICHHYIO KADTHHY.
OH yxe 3Ha1 Ha3BaHMA BCeX NpeaAMeTOB MebeluM B cBoeH
KOMHarTe, 3Ha1 0603Ha4eHHsI MPOCTBIX AEHCTBUH, HO, KOHEYHO
Xe, HYXHO NoOosblile pacLIMPUTD CJOBapb. B KOHLIE KOHLOB,
BOTPEKH CBOEH BOJIe, OH OLIYTHI CWIbHYIO ycTanocTb. MoXxer,
€CJIK YCHYTb, COH BCPHET €ro B HOpMaJIbHbIN MuUp?

3ro 6bUIa €ro nocicqHsIsA MbICJAb Nepel CHOM, HO criajl OH
6¢3 CHOBMIEHHI MM NPOCTO He MOMHWI MX, KOIAa NPOCHYICA
OT JIEFKOIo NpHKOocHOBeHMs1. OTKpbIB IM1a3a, OH YBHIEN CKIIO-
HUBLUYIOCS K HeMy [puumnbay.

— WnéMm... — oHa npousHecna 3TO C/IOBO, OTYETIMBO llIEeBe-
Jig rybaMu, SIBHO cTapasich, YTOObI OH MOHSLI.

Bcé ewé He BnosiHe NpocHyBUIMCh, PaMceii cen. Y XeHiuu-
Hbl Ha pyKe BHcesl GOraTo YKpallleHHbIi XakKeT, KOTOpblii OH
cHsu1 nepea cHoM. OHa HeTepneJHBO CMOTpesia Ha Hero.

OHH BepHYJIUCb B KOMHATY, Iie JeBYLUKA y4uiia ero cJIOBaM,
Ho Texubl 3nech He okasanoch. Crapiuasi XKeHIIMHA He cTala
33CPXHBATLCSA, HO MOMaHWIA €ero BO BTOPYl0 KOMHaTY.

3nech cTeHbl ObUIH OTAENaHBl CBEPKAIOLIMMHM CBETJIO-3€ENE-
HBIMM IUIMTaMM, B KOTOPBIX IUISICANTH cepeOpUcTble HCKOpKHU. B
LIEHTPEe KOMHaTbl, B MONy, — BaHHA, NOAOGHas HeGONbLIOMY
6acceitHy. Ot BoAbl NOQHUMANCA XBOMHDIA 3amax.

Ha ckambe psimoM ¢ BaHHOI Jiexasa rpyaa nonoreHel. Bcé
3TO HAacTOJILKO NMOXOAWIO HA BaHHbIE MOMELUEHUS €ro MHupa,
yro Pamceit cpasy noHsu1, Kyaa monan.

— Moiics... — I'puumnbna MaxHysa pykod B CTOPOHY
Xnyueit BaHHbI. ITIoTOM yka3ana Ha cBeXylo ofiex1y Ha CKaMbe
Mo APYIYIO CTOPOHY OT nojloteHel. — Opexna, — U XecTaMH
nokasaja, KaKk OAeBaloTCsl.

Ho kak BbIOpaThcs M3 3TOro obrarmsawoluero Tpuko? Pam-
celi He BHAEN HMKAKUX OTBepCTHii. OH CJlerka OTTAHYN TKAHb
OT ropjia, HO OHa TYT X€ INpPWILHYJa CHOBa. A NMOTOM OH
ycrbillian 3a CO00M cMex.

K HeMmy, mmpoxo yabibascek, nogouvia I'puummsaa. IIporsa-
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HYyJIa PYKY K €ro NpaBoMy IUledy, HaXasa, ¥ Ha Ipyau IOHOLIN
TKaHb pa30lWiach POBHOM LUEJbIO. .

— Tak... — ckasala oHa M MNOJOXWIa €ro Tajblbl Ha
BIIMTYIO B TKaHb nyropuuy. [lotoM pe3ko moBepHyiaach U
BBILIUIA.

PaMceli CHsU1 TpHMKO, He 3aMCTHB OOJIBILIONO 3epKaja Ha
creHe. Ho koraa ynoBun B HEM CBOM OBWXKCHHS, TO, pa3deB-
LLIKCh, MOAOLLEN K cepeOPUCTOMY CTEKIIY M OCTAHOBIWICS Ticpen
HuUM. M xoTa moragbiBajicsi, YTO He OydeT BLINIANETb CAaMMM
co0O0, MCTIbITA/T HACTOSILUIMIA LIOK.

YepThl NMMLAa B OCHOBHOM OCTJIMCb NpeXHHe, He XBaTajlo
TOJLKO HEOONbLIOTO LIpaMa Ha leKe, KOTOPblii OH NOJy4MI
TIpH BCTpPEYe CO LIETNKOH B TO JIETO, Koraa paboTan Ha jieco3a-
roroBkax. Bonockl 6bu1H 3ayécaHbl Ha3al, a criepean U ¢ 60KoB
KOPOTKO NoAcTpyxeHbl. Boslock! cTariBana wmupokas 30j10T1ast
JIEHTa, YcaXXeHHasi KpaCHbIMH KaMHsIMH. M elug... yuu... B HUX
GoJrranuch cepbryd ¢ KPYNMHBIMU. KPaCHBIMH KaMHSIMM.

Ha nuue HM cnena 6opoasbl; Boo6lile Ha Teje MoYTH He 6bU1o
BOJIOC. A Ha IpYAM ajle/l PUCYHOK — TaTyHpPOBKa KPacHoro
1IBETa, NMOJCKA31 Nnajiell, KOTOPbIM OH NOTEP JUHUHK, — B BUIE
CBHUPpENO NTULBI, MOXET, OpJia WIH sicTpe6a, ¢ NOTYyOTKPbITHIM
KITIOBOM H ONYLIEHHbIMH KPbUIbSIMH.

Hrax — 3ro Kackap! Méprebii Kackap. Ho Tonbko oH,
PamMceii, coBceM He MEpPTB.

OH CcHsN NeHTy, oTcTerHyn cepbr. Ho nruuy cMbITh 6ymer
HEeBO3MOXHO: OHa 4YacTb KOXHU. YTO KacaeTcs oCTa1bHOIO, TO,
TIO €ro MHEHHIO, BBII/IAAE/] OH KaK OOBbIYHO.

Ho oH xoTen 3HaTh — noJDkeH GbL1 3HATD!

PaMceii onyctuics B Booy. YBHIEN YalKy C KaKMM-TO
3eJIEHBIM BELUECTBOM — MOXOXe Ha HedpMT, HO 3TO OKasalica
MSATKHH KpEM, M30aBaBLUMI OCTpbIH NpHATHLIA 3anax. OH
3a4epIiHy/ ropcTh, ¥ Boaa 3aneHwiach. Mbuto! BoopyxuBLumch
nM, Pamceii NpMHsAICS POCKOLIECTBOBaTb B caMoi 6oJbLIOH
BHACHHOI MM B XW3HHU BaHHe.
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Koraa Bosa ocTbU1a, OH BbIlLEJ M HacyXo pacTépcs OXuIaB-
K MH nonotecHuaMy. I[lotoM ocMoTtpen rpyay oaexnbl. Oaexna
MO TCKCTYpe TKAHU Y YKpalUeHHAM OTIMYaIach OT TOM, YTO OH
CHSU1, 3Ta ObLia ropasno mpoile.

Tpuko, KOoTopoe OH HaTAHY1 Ha cebd M 3aCTerHyaA ¢ Mo-
MOLUBLI0O KHOMKHM-NMYTroBHUBl Ha mJjede, OBLIO TOro Xe
PXaBO-KpacHOro LBETa, YTO U ozexna I puumibabl. A Xuier-
KYpTKa NoBepX TPUKO — 3eJI€HbIIA, Oe3 BCAKOH BLILUMBKU WIH
KaMHeii Ha rpynd. Ha npaBoM mneye Tonopumia ycbl HeGob-
11as1 Kowaybsi ronoBa. KypTka okasanace Kopoye ero npexwei
30JI0TOM MO KpalHeil Mepe Ha TpH AloiiMa.

OH He cTan HageBaTb 30JIOTYIO JIEHTY M cepbrd. U crosn
nepen 3epKajioM, NPUIJIAXHBAsE BOJIOCH! PYKAMM, NOCKOJILKY He
HallEN HUKAKOM 1ETKH, Koraa BepHynach Ipyiumisiaa. Ha ator
pa3 ¢ He# npuua Texna.

Ogneta 6bU1a AeBYlIKA TaK Xe, KAK B NPOLIILIA pa3, HO BOT
BbIpaxXeHHe JIMLia — JaJIeKO He TaKoe CrokoifHoe. OHa mnono-
LA NPSMO K HEMY M OCMOTpeJa C ToJIoBbl 10 HOT, KaK GyaTo
B €r0 BHEIIHOCTH TAWIOCh YTO-TO OYEHb BAXKHOE.

— bBena... — 4éTko BLINOBOpWIa OHA. — Tbl... WATH.. C
I'puumnpaoii... uaty B Kuneur. Myt Kackapa... Haiayr... —
OHa SIPOCTHO KayHY’a ToJIoBOi, — yOBIOT.

OHa HecKoJIbKO pa3 NMOBTOPMJIA 3TO CJI0BO, YAApAA KOHLIOM
najiblia ero B Ipydb, KAK HOXOM.

— Ovyaun... CEepOUTDIi... TPO3UTCS... Thl JOJDKEH YHTH.

W npexne yeM PaMceli Mor Bo3pa3uTh WIM 3adaTh BOMpPOC,
OHa TIOATONIKHYJIA ero K ckambe. [logbexana I'puimibaa c
PacKpbITOi LUKATYNIKOM B pykax. OHa Jiepxasa e€ Harotose, a
Texna pasrsiabiBaia conepXxumoe — Habop TIOOMKOB U GyTbi-
JIOYeK.

HaxoHeu aeByuika Bbibpana oAMH M3 TIOOMKOB M pacKpbuia
ero. M3HyTpHM BLICTYNWI TOJCTbIH, MOXOXHif Ha KapaHaall
crepxeHb. Texna TeEpno B3sia PaMces 3a non6oponok, nosep-
HyJa JIMLIOM K CBETY M ObICTPbIMM Ma3KaMM 3aKpacwia OpoBH.
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Conepx1MbIM Apyroro TIo0KKa cMa3aa BOJIOCH H 3aBeplunia
paboTy, HaHecsl Ha JIMLO cjoit KpeMa. [loToM XecToM ykasana
Ha 3epKaJio. ’

Bonblux M3MEHEHHH € NOMOLLIBIO CBOEH KOCMETHKM OHA He
caenana, Ho 3¢ddekr BropuyHo nopasun Pamces. Koxa ero
CTajla ropasio TeMHee, OPOBHM TIylle, OHH MNOYTU CMBIKAJIHCH
Haa HocoM. JIo6 cran Huxe, M BCE MMLIO — Tpybee M craplue.

— Xopouuo, xopoio! — noareepauaa I'puiiwibaa, Bocxu-
1asch paboToii AeBYLUIKU.

Ho Texsa noxana mieyamu.

— HemHoro, — ckasana oHa. — Ho 310 BCE, YTO MOXHO
caenarb. Cnywaii! — oHa cxBatwia Pamces 3a pykaB M oTraium-
na oT 3epkana. — Tbl nomkeH watd — c I'puwnwibnoi. B
Kuncure 6ynelib B 6630MaCHOCTH... TOTOM s npuay. Tl yuynch
TOBOpHUTb... ['pminmnbaa Hayyut. Henb3s, 4yro6bl 3axBaTwi

Oyamn.. WiK... — OHa 3aKojieGanach... — WIM apyrue. Msl
IUTAaHUpYeM... Tbl AedcTByelub. Ewb... Man... — oHa MaxHyna
PYKO¥.

PamMceit xoren Bospasuts. Ho e€ TpeBora Obuia Tak oueBHI-
Ha, YTO_JOHOLLIA MOHSUI, YTO MOXET A0BepsATh eii. OHa cymena —
He pa3pOo3HEHHLIMHU CJIOBAMH, a 3MOLMUSIMM — II0Ka3aTh, YTO
TOBOPHT COBEPLIEHHO cephé3Ho. EMy TyT onacHo ocTaBaThes,
IUIaH noGera — ero eqWHCTBEHHasl Hagexna.

OH TOpOmIMBO MNoOE, Haias ey Ha NogHoce B Apyroii
koMHare. [loka oH xesan M moran, Tekna pacxaxupana o
KOMHaTe, ropops ¢ I'pmunuibnoii. BeposTHo, oTaaBana npuka-
3bl, HO TOBOpPWIA TaK ObICTPO, YTO PaMceil NOHST TOMLKO ONHO
WM ABa cyioBa. JlBaxabl I'pyinwibaa, no-BUAUMMOMY, NOMbITA-
Jlach BO3pasHTb, HO Tek/la ocTaHaBIMBaa €€.

HaxoHeu cTapiuast XeHlUMHa Habpociia Ha TUleYH Iial U
noaana PaMcelo 3Hak 3aBepHyTbcd B Apyroil. [ToToM ykazana Ha
HEro M Ha HeOOoNbLIOH CYHAYYOK, CTOSBIIMI Ha momy. B
KPBIIKY CyHAy4YKa ObUla NpojeTa BepéBo4Has nemis, 1 Pamceit
TIOHSU1, YTO AOJDKEH HECTH €ero.
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— Tr... — Texna cHoBa obpaTwiach K HeMy Hemnocpel-
CTBEHHO, — 4YejioBeK I'pHUIUIBALL... cnyra. OHa eger B Kwicwr...
TaM G€30MacHOCTb.

— Cnacubo, — ckasan Pamceil, — HO moyeMmy...

— INoyeMy g 3T0 Aenaw? — AeByLIKA OBLICTPO 3aKOHYHIA 33
Hero BOINpOC.— Y3Haellb Mo3Xe. YYHCh... TOBOPUTD... [IOTOM
noroBopuM, 1 Tebe ckaszana. OcraHclubCcs 3a¢Ch... Oyann...
apyric Haitayr... Kak Kackapa... Oyaemb MEpTB.

To, 4ro oHa BepHUT B 0OOCHOBAHHOCTb CBOMX CTPaxoB, ObUIO
OYEBHMIOHO. A OH He MOT BO3pa3sHTh TaK, YTOObl OHa IOHsUIA.
Jlyuie ciywiaTscs, no KpaiiHeit Mepe nepBoe BpeMs, IOKa OH
HE Y3HACT JIyyllle UX 53bIK M He NOHMET, YTO 31eCh NNPOMCXOAMT,
Iie OH W TNoYyeMy OoKa3ajics B MX MMpe.

IOHowia yxe mnoBepHy/cs, NOAXBATUB CYHOYYOK IpaBoit
pyxoii, koraa Tekna cXBaTwia ero 3a JIEByIO M KpPenkKo CXaja
o6enMH pyxamu. Pamceit ynuBwica ew€ Oosblue, yeM Koraa
yBHIC B 3epKaJie TPOU3BEAEHHbIE €10 H3MeHeHus. [lotomy yTo
KakK OyQTO NMOTOK 3HEpPIrMH YCTpEeMWICA M3 €€ JIaloHEeH B ero
PYKYy.

U neno 6bu10 He ToNbKO B pu3HUEeCKOM KOHTaKTe. B co3Ha-
HUU BO3HHMKIA HEOOXOAMMOCTb TOPONHUTbCS U coOMIOAaTh
OCTOPOXHOCTB, NpeaynpexaeHue 06 OracHOCTH, COBET BbIINOJI-
HATb Bce yKazaHMs I'pHuIwibabl, yToObl He BbLIATh cebsh M He
NOABEPTHYTLCSI HEOOBACHMMOMH, HO COBCPLUCHHO peaibHOM
OMNacHOCTH.

— Xopouo, — cka3an Pamceli B oTBeT Ha 3TO MBbIC/IEHHOE
npemynpexneHHe. — S caenaio, KaK Thl TOBOPHIIb.

Koe-yto OH cka3an Ha e€ s3bIKe, KOe-4TO — Ha COOCTBEH-
HOM.

Texkna 3HeprU4HO KMBHY/A U BRITYCTHIA €10 YKy, pa3opBaB
KOHTAKT, TaKOH CTpaHHbI, HUKOTJA HE HCIbITAHHBIA MM
paHblie. PaMcelo xorenoch, YToGB OHa NpPONOJDKWIA, ITYCTh
HeHagoymo. Moxer, Toraia oH y3Han 6wl Gonbiue.. Ho oH
TOHSU, YTO HYKHO TOPONMTLCS, M NMOCIYLLHO NMPOLIEN Bciea 3a
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XeHIIMHOI B IBepb, KOTOpylo [pHlIMIRIA TaK TLIATEJLHO
3aKphUla NPU MX NCpBOii BCTpeve. )

OHM oKasaTuch B LUMPOKOM KOPHIAOPE, YCTIAHHOM KOBpa-
MH, C TIaHeJsAMH Ha CTeHaX, CO CBETALUMMHCA IIapaMH,
pa3BelllaHHbIMH BIOJIb BCETO INPOXO/a Yepe3 paBHbIC HHTEpBa-
npl. I'pyumnpaoa nouwia ObicTpo, caenaB 3HAK, YTOOBI OH
JepXasics 3a Hell Ha IOJDKHOM, KaK OH TNpearnoJioXuwl, paccto-
SIHUM 1J1s1 CJTYTH, POJib KOTOPOIO OH Tenepb Mrpal.

JlBaxXapl UM BCTPEYIHCH JIIOAM B TAKMX XKC KYPTKaX, KaK y
Hero. Ho xocTioMbl nox HUMM GbUTH XENTOrO LiBETa C HEOOMb-
UMMM 3HAYKAMH C H306paXeHHCM OpJia WIH ficTpe6a, TaKoro
Xe, KAK y Hero Ha Koxe Ipyad. BcTpeuHble NorsiabIiBaiy Ha
I'pymumansay, HO He 3aroBapuBanu. M Pamcero nokasanocn, yTo
€ro oHH BooOlle He BHASAT, Kak OyaTo ciyra He JOCTOMH Jaxe
JMOOONBITHOIO B3MIsA.

KopHnoop KOHYWICA Y UIMPOKOH JIECTHULIBI, @ BHU3Y Hayu-
HaJICs1 HOBBII KopHIop, ellé Gonee wMpokuii. B KoHle ero y
JBEpH CTOSUIM Ha yacax ABa CTPaXHHKa, B TaKOHl Xe oacxae,
KaK Te, 4YTo Yy rpo6a. OauH coenan iar Brnepén, cooupasch o
yéM-To cripocuTs. Ho I'puumnbaa BnacTHo noaHsina pyky. B
pyKe €€ cBepKHy/Na cepeOpsiHad IUIACTMHKA C M300paxXeHueM
Kollaybei ToJIoBbl ¢ KAMHSIMH BMecTO Ma3. CTpaXHHK OTCTY-
mu1, ocBoboXnasi npoxoa.

Bropoii oTkpuun aBepb, ¥ IpHlIMIBEA BBIIUILUIA B HeEE,
Pamceit — 3a Heil. OHM HakoHeu BbIOpaTHMCL Hapyxy, B
CTYLUABILIMECH CYMEPKH, XOTH, INO-BUAHMOMY, IO-INpPEXHEMY
HaxoQWTHCh B mnipefienax 3naHusa. C TpEx CTOPOH BO3BBILLAIUCD
NATH3TAXHBIE 30aHMs, C YeTBEPTOH — npocTo cTeHa. Ho B
HECKOJIBKHX 1l1arax oT ABEpPH CTOST 3KMMaX, Kakux Pamceio He
MPUXOAWIOCh BHUACTb. UYTO-TO THMA MAacCaXMPCKOro Kyne Ha
TpEX Horax, NOJOOHBIX XO4y/sAM, OTTYAa CIyCKanach JIECTHHLA.
I'puunwipaa 3atoponwiach K Heil, m Pamceli B ponu cayrm
Joragasicsl NnoiTH GnicTpee M BOBpeMsl OKA3aTbCs y JIECTHHLIbI,
4yT1O06ObI MOMOYL NMOLHSITLCA.
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BHyTpM OH yBHMZen cuaeHus, a pHiibaa TeM BpeMeHeM
o0Bs3bIBAIACH LIMPOKUM PeMHEM; PaMceit nocnenosan eé npu-
Mepy. Tosbko YyacTb 06bEMa CTPAHHOIO CPECTEA NEPENBIKEHHS
6bL1a oTBeAeHa naccaxupaM, U Pamceii 3axmoumn, YTo psagoM
Io/mkHa 6pITh eli€ KaOKHa I MUIOTa WIH BOAUTEN.

EMy npuunoce yxsatuTbes 3a Kpaii cuaeHus. OH ¢ TpyaoM
IJIOTHYJ, TIOTOMY YTO 3KMIIaX¥ PBIBKOM, OT KOTOPOIO €Ba He
NEpeBepHYJICS XeayaoK, NoaHscs BeepX. [pUlIwiLaa He yau-
BWIach, B CYLUIHOCTH OHa C TPeBOIOi HabGmonajia 3a HUM, HO
CIyCTSl CEKyHOY-ABe YNbIOHYNAch.

HaxoioHuBlIMCh Bniepén HEMHOrO, NMOTOMY 4YTO €€ TNOJIHYIO
TPyAb YASPXMBAJ peMeHb, OHa INOSACHWIA:

— Jletum...

Ho sxunax HHYeM He MOXOOW1 Ha CaMOJIETHI €ro MMpa.
PamMceil He BMIen Jonacreil, Xakue ObIBAalOT y BEpTOJIETA, M
HACKOJILKO OH NIOMHM, Y Hero He 6bU10 U KpbUlbeB. Hukakoro
pasbera Juig o6LIMHOIO B3n€Ta. [la M MecTa s Takoro pastera
BO [BOpE He XBAaTWIO Obl.

Ho oHu netenu, n xorma OH NpIDKaicsd K OKHY CripaBa OT
cebs, TO yBUIEA BHU3Y Liedyl0 pocchinb orHeil. HecoMHeHHo,
OHM JieTeJIM HaJ OOJIbLIMM ropoaoM.

Be3 yacoB PaMceii He MOT CyIMTh O BpEMEHM, HO JIETEJIH OHK
HENOMrO M OMYCTWIMCh C TaKoi Xe ObICTpoTOi, C KXakoif
Banerend. I'pMIMAbaa paccTerHyna peMeHb, ABEPH PacKpbl-
JIMCh aBTOMATHYCCKH, JIECTHHLIA TOXEe OmycTWIach cama. Pamceit
CNyCTWICA, TOCTABWJ CYHOYYOK Ha 3€MIIO, TOBEPHYICA H
nomor I'puumwibae conTH.

OHM cMellaINCh € TOMNOM NaccaXupoB, KOTOpbIE npvmeTa-
JIM M yNeTalu B TaKUX Xe HeGonblmx ¢naepax. lorok monei
BIMBaICA B 6onbluoe 3naHve, U I'pyiwibaa nouvia B TOM Xe
HanpapleHun. Pamceil waran 3a He#, crapasich He3aMETHO
pasraabiBaTh OKpyXawoowmx. Oxexaa y Bcex OblUia craHaapT-
Hasl, eIUHCTBCHHAs pa3sHHLA B IJIMHE KypTKHU. 2KeHCcKue [UIHHOM
JI0 NIoObIKKH M C pa3zpe3aMu no 6oxkaM. Myxckue Kopoye, KaK
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y Hero camoro (K ToMy Xe, KaK MpaBwio, mpouie U 6e3
yKpalleHHi ), WIH YyTb NIOAIMHee, KaK Ta, yTo 6bu1a y Kackapa.
Bonee MIMHHbBIE YKpalUalM BbIIMBKM M pasiMyHble Gorartbic
nparoueHHocTH. OOBbIMHO NIoAEil B MWIMHHBIX KypTKax comnpo-
BOXaM HECKOJILKO B KOPOTKMX. 3aMeTHblI OBUIM cepbrM M
JICHTBI B BOJIOCAX, XOTSl M He TaKHe JOporue, Kak ObulH y Hero.
WHorna BMecTo MeTaula Nomnaaaiach JICHTa U3 TKAHH C BbIlIM-
TbIM Y30pOM.

Koraa oHM okasanuch B 30aHMM, ['pHiuwibia nopoxaana,
IIOKA OH HE TNOPOBHSETCH C HEid.

— MWnéM ckBo3b, — npoluenTtana oHa. B pyke e€ onsTh
NosBWIACh Ta Xe cepedpsHas Tabny4ka, KOTOPYIO OHa NOKa3bl-
Bajla cTpaxHukKaM Yy IABepH. OHa pelIMTENILHO NpoJoXuia
JOpOry B TOJINE, U OHM OKA3QIMCh Y BOPOT, 3a0paHHBIX pellET-
KOH. 3a pell€TKOI1 BUIHEICS Psill KAICY/, COEAWHEHHBIX BMECTE,
Kak Oycsl. B kaxmoii xancyne aBepu Aisl BXOAQa NMaccaXHpoB,
BHYTPH pasMeELUANOCh YEThIpe YejloBeKa.

I'pvwwiboa nokazana TaOMMYKY 4esaOBeKY Y BopoT. Tor
BHUMATE/JIbBHO OCMOTpeN €€, NOTOM NpOTSHYN pYKy Hasaa
MOTAHYN 33 LEeNoyky. Yepes MrHoBecHue noabexan euié oaMH
yesioBeK B Takoii xe ¢opme. OH B CBOKO oyepelb pacCMOTpPEN
nponyck I'pyiuwibabl, €civ 310 66L1 NpoNycK, NOTOM MOKIO-
HWICA, YTO-TO HErPOMKO CKA3aJl M MNMPOBEN MX BAONADL JHMHHH
nyneobpa3HbIX aKUnKei. KapTHHHO OTKpbLL1 ABEpPb OQHOTO M3
HHX, NONOXAAJ, NI0KA OHHM BOMAYT, H CHOBA 3aKpPbLl 332 HHMHU.

CnytHuua PaMces ¢ 06/1er4EHHBIM B310XOM CKMHYJA TLIaLl.

— Xopowo. 3aech 6ezonacHo. OaHHU... 6osblile HUKOTO...

KeHumHa BbIOpasia OOHO M3 YETBIPEX CETKa HaKJIOHHBIX
CHMAEHMI, ceNla ¥ CHOBA 3aKpemnuia peMeHb. [loToM ykasana Ha
coceaHee cuaeHue. Ho I'pyinnnaa He co6upanach oTAbIXaTh B
myTH. HanpoTuB, oHa TyT Xe cTaja BLINOJHATb NPHUKa3 Texibl
M YUMTb CBOETO ICEBAOCIYTY A3LIKY.

I'puwninaa obnanana TBEpAOCTBIO YeNOBEKA, 3HAIOLLETO CBOIA
DOJNI ¥ HaMEepeHHOTO HEYKOCHMTENbHO €ro BbInonHsATbL. He
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ycTiena MalllHa, B KOTOpoit cuaen Pamceii, 3aqpoXaTh, KaK OH
yxe yywics. U noHsn, yro Tak OyaeT npoaosCKaThcsl BCIO
nopory. 31ech He 6bUIO OKOH, B KOTOpbLle MOXHO ObUTO Obl
MOCMOTPETh HAa CTPaHy W OTRICYLCA OT YpoKa. A XEeHLIMHA
Tpyauniach HanpspKEHHO.

OHa He TOJbLKO MPOROJIKWNIA TMOKA3bIBAaTh HAa MpPEIMEThl H
Ha3bpiBaTb MX, HO W JOCTA1a M3 CYHOyYKa MayKy CTPaHuL,
CcBOGONHO CKPETUIEHHBIX B ONHOM YI1y. Pamceit He Mor cka3aTb,
CHYXXUT JIMH 3TO 3eChb KHMIOi, HO COCPEAOTOUYWICS Ha YYEHUH
TIOYTH C TCM X€ TTbUIOM, C KAKMM €ro y4uwiH. Eciin oH HayuuTes
TOBOPDHTb, BO3MOXHO, NMOMMET NpHpody 3TOTO CTPAHHOIO...
cHa? [loyeMy-To OH yXe He ObU1 yBEpEH, 4TO 3TO COH. XOTs
NpeacTaBUTh cebe He MOT, 4YTO Xe ero 3/ech YAepXHUBaeT.

PoT naBHO nepecox OT NMOBTOPCHMS CJIOB, HO CJIOBapb €ro
OuYeHb YBEJIWYMWICS, Koraa [puunuUibga noBepHylach M Haxana
Ha KHOIIKY B CTEHe.

— [loeanMm, — cka3ajna OoHa eMy, — M NONbEM. JTO TaK
YTOMHTEJIBHO — YYMTb C CaMOTo Hayaa.

Yepe3s HECKOILKO MTHOBEHHIH B CTEHE OTKPBUIMCD BE LUEH,
M M3 HMX BBICKO/Nb3HY/IM ABAa 3aKpbIThIX NMoaHoca. [ToaHockl
ONYCTWIMCh Ha BbIIBUHYBLUYIOCS NMOJIKY. PaMceli CHsUI KpBILLIKY
CO CBOETO NoHOCa H OOHApYXW1 B CEKLIMSX KBaApaT XeJIToBa-
Toro xieba, 4TO-TO TMNOXoxee Ha cylwéHnle GpyKThl (YyTh
CMODILLEHHBIC FPYUIX H NEPCHKH) U B caMoii 6oblLoH CeKLUH
Kakasi-To noxn€bka. BaoGapok Tiobuk. ['pyiumnbna nokasana
eMy, KaK CHUMaTb KpbILIKY C ToOMKa. BHyrpu mieckanach
TEMHasA XHIKOCTb.

Panceii 3auepnHyn floxkoii noxn€oKy. CTpaHHbIH BKYC eMy
He OyeHb MOHpPaBMWJCS, HO 3TO e€da, a OH Mporonxojanics.
Hanwurok 6bu1 Tepnikuii, moxoxuii Ha ¢pykToBblit cok. Pamceit
C YNOBOJILCTBMEM MNoOeJ U Hanwics, a I'puiunnnaa TeM Bpeme-
HeM HaspiBalia Bce O/100a M 3acTaBisiia e€ro TNOBTOPSTh 3a
co6oii. BpeMs OT BpeMeHM, KaK U BO BpeMs ypoka, OHa Kayaia
TOJI0BOM, KOrJa OH HenpaBWIbHO NMPOM3HOCWI TPYAHBIE 3BYKH.
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XOTs ero aKkieHT HHKaK He MOT YIOBJIETBOPUThL YYHTCIILHHU-
1y, Pamceii craparenbHo yuwics. Koroa oHa roBopiia MeUIEHHO,
OH NOHHMMAaJ Tenepb OoJiee ATMHHBIE U CIOXHbIE Npensioxe-
HHUS. OHHU 3aKOHYHJIM €CThb M CYHY/IM NOAHOCHI Ha3al B LIENH.
Tyt Pamceit B3s1 Ha cebf MHHMLIMATHBY M 3aJan BOTPOC.

— Kyna mu1 enem?

— B Kuienr, Mecto, Kyna ye3xaeT rocrioxa, KOraa XoyeT
OCTaTbCsl OfHa, mojaiblue oT aBopa. OHO 3a rpaHMUEH, HC B
Ynane.

— A ceityac Mbl B Ynane?

— Ha. A eaem B OnHpoyH, cTpaHy Moeil rocroxu. XoTd y
He¢ cobupalorcs 0'r06pa1"b HacJeqHble 3eMJIY, — B rojloce €€
Mpo3ByyYasia ropeyb.

— K10 cobupaerca?

— IpaBurem Ynana. OHHM XOTAT, YTOOBI OHa O6py4YHIach ¢
HaclelHMKOM Yiama. Moeii rocnoxe 3to He HpaButca. Ho
ecH Obl OHa OTKasanach, YJiaa NpUMEHW1 Obl CWIY H NIPOCTO=
HarnpocTo 3axBaTi1 OMHPOYH. A eC/IH OHa OOPYYHUTCS], BO3MOXHO,
6yzner no-npexHeMy NpaBUTb M NMo3abOTHUTCH, YTOOBI €€ Joau
HE CTaJIM CIyraMH MUMIICpHH.

— A 3TOT Hac/lelHUK, C KOTOPbIM OHa JOJDKHA OOpYy4YUThbCs,
KTO OH?

— OH... 310 685U1 Kackap.

— Ho... — Pamceit o6ayman ycnenuaHHoe. — Kackap...
MEPTB.

— 51 He 3Hal10 BceX NOAPOOHOCTEH, — OTKPOBEHHO OTBETWIA
I'pyunuboa. — Mory ckasaThb TONBKO TO, YTO C/AbILIANA OT

TOCNOXH U BHAENa cOOCTBEHHLIMHU a3aMu. Koraa Mpl He mo
cBoeil Bone sBWwiMCh B JIoM, rae mpaBMT MMnepaTop, Mosi
Tocroxa rnolwia K crapoit umncparpuue. EE uapcTrBeHHOE
pesiMKoJsienue KeeHapuaa coobiia rocnoxe Kakyio-To TaiHy,
M Y TOii cTano nerye Ha cepaue. BepHyBimch, OHa cKa3ana MHe,
YTO HaM Hedero GOSATLCHA: OHA He NOJDKHA HEMENJIEHHO BBIXO-
IMTh 3aMyx 3a Kackapa.
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Bckope cTano H3BecTHO, YTO OH yMep, CKOPOIOCTIKHO, OT
Kakoi-To Gone3Hu cepaua. Ero Ha BpeMsi oTHecanm B 3an
OtooxHoBeHHss HmnepatopoB, mnpexnae 4YeM INOXOPDOHUTbL B
cxiene. Mos rocnoxa He [lpocBelU€HHas, TNOTOMy YTO He
MOIJIa OCTaBMThb CBOIO CTPaHy M ylanuThcs B Poiy, moxuHys
nena MMpa. Y Heé ecTb noar nepea JloMoM M CBOMM HapoaoM.
Ho Iyt I[1pocBelu€HHBIX Bceraa MaHWI €€, U ¢t AanH Koe-4To
H3 MX 3HaHMSL.

U Bor, y3HaB, yro Kackap MEpTB, OHa NMouLIa TOMOJIMTLCH,
yTobbl ero He cyawmu crporo y I[locmenHux Bpar, yTo6bl
MWIOCepaAMe CMAMYIIO MPUIOBOP, KOTAA OH MNpeacTraHer TaM. ¥
Hauua... Tebsl...

— A He Kackap. )

— Tak noxnsnach ¥ Mosi rocnioxa. M Tak kak oHa obnanaer
3HaHueM, 1 eii Bepo. K ToMy Xe noaHsics Gonbliod 1IyMm,
Korza rpo6 o6HapyXWiH MyCTbIM, 3 CTPAXXHUKOB — 3a4apOBaH-
HBIMH... Ho 3T0... — OHa ynbIOHynack. — 3710 neso pyk Moei
rocrioxu. MHaue oHa HMKak He Morja yBecTH Tebs. S TBo1O
TalfHy He 3Halo, a OHa 3HaeT. ¥l roBOpHT, YTO ThI B ONACHOCTH.
Te6s mwer He Toavko Ouamn. EcTh M apyrue, obnagalouue
MOYTH TakKoH Xe BnacThio. OHM xoTsT, 4yrobm Kackap Opur
MEpPTB, Toraa Kak Oyaun xoyeT BHOETb €ro XHMBbIM.

— A xT0 TaKoi Oyann?

OHa 01110 MoJIya CMOTpEIa Ha Hero, Npexae YeM OTBETHTb.

— Hes3nakoMel, s He 3Hal0, KTO THl M OTKyAa npuwen. Ho
Tocrioxa 3aBepwia MeHs B Tebe M cKasana, YTO g AO/DKHA
OTBEYaTh Ha Jilobble TBOM BOTIPOCHI, €ci cMory. OnHako MHe
TPYAHO TOBEPHTb, YTO Thl HHMYEro He 3Haewb o6 Ouasre,
XKenesnoit Bone, Kamennom Cepaue.

OH BepXxOBHbIIi COBETHHK YJ1alla ¥ C TeX Nop, KaK UMIiepa-
Top 3aGonen AylIoi W TeJIoM, YXe HECKOJbKO JieT obnanaer
BhICLIEH BnacThio B cTpaHe. Kackap Obu1 He npaBsillMM NMpUH-
11eM, a HTPYLIKOI1 B ero pykax. Bce 3Hany, 4yro Koraa UMneparop
HCIYCTMT TIOC/IEAHHI1 B310X, CTpaHOM, NMpHKpbiBasch Kacka-
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pPoOM Kak wMpMmoi, Oymer mpaButh Ouamnt. A tenepp Ouamn
CYMTAET, YTO, BO3MOXHO, NMPHHLL Ha CaMOM JIefie He yMep, HO
ObU1 olypMaHEH HApKOTMKAMHM M €ro MOXMTWIH Te, KTO He
XOYeT BHUACTb ero Ha TpoHe. OJHAKO y BCPXOBHOIO COBETHHKA
HET AOKA3aTeNbCTB. A Te, KTO BbIMIpbIBaeT oT cMepTH Kacka-
pa... Mosl TOCIOXa oracaercsl, YTO OHH 3aXOTAT JOKA3aTh, YTO
OH yMep, NpPeabSBUTb €0 TeJ0 Hapoay.

— Ho s He Kackap, — nostopun Pamceii. — UM Kak s ciona
nonan?

IpHiMILIA NoOKayYasa rofoBoi.

— He 3Haw. Xors, BO3MOXHO, 3HacT Mos rocnoxa. 3to,
IOJDKHO ObITb, YacTb TOHW TaiHbI, YTO JOBCpPMIA eii cTapas
nMnepaTpuua. Koraa rocnoxa npuener B Kmncur, oHa cMoxeT
OTBETHMTb Ha TBOM BOMPOCHI, KOTOPBIX S He MOHHMMAN. ITO
npaena, yto Tel He Kackap. Tenepb Apyroii 4enoBEK CMOTPHUT
€ro Ija3’aMH, TOBOPHT €ro f3bIKOM. JTO npaBla — H 3TO
yauBuTenbHo. Ho Tak kak Tl moxoxX Ha Kackapa, Tel B
ONAacHOCTH, MOKa aeno He nposicHurca. [lostomMy rocnoxa u
orcbuiaer T1e6s B Kwicur. TaM Thl MoXcilib MNMOAOXAaTh B
6e¢30MacHOCTH.

PaMceli mokayan rosoBoii. DTO HEBEpOATHO — HHKAKOIA
JIOTMKH, KaKasi-To rajuniourHauus. Ho 6bu10 coBeplierHo oye-
BWUIHO, yTOo ['pHLIMNILAA BEPUT B CBOM C/IOBA. A OH NO/KEH
Y3HaTb OT HCE, YTO CMOXCT, HalesCh MOKOHYHTD C 3TOii AHKOI
CHUTYaLMCii U BEPHYTbCSA K PEabHOCTH.

I'nasea 4

Jpoxp npekpativiach, noe3n (BCpPoOATHO, TAK MOXHO ObUIO
Ha3BaTb 3TH COEAHHEHHDIE B LieNb KAMNCY/bI) KaK OYATO OCTaHO-
Bwics. [puiiunbaa cyHyna pykKy B paspe3 oaexibl M CHOBa
M3BJIEKNA cepedpsHYI0 IVIACTMHKY € ToJIoBOH KOLUKM.

— Mbl Ha rpaHuie, — cooflnWiIa OHa. — DTO CHMMBOJ
TOCIOXM, OH TNpOBEdET Hac yepe3 rpaHuuy. Ho.. — oHa
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NoBEpHYJa I0JIOBY M YKa3ala Ha CHIEHHe 32 co0oif, — TaK KaK
Tbl MIPaelllb poib CIYyTH, MIPAit KaK CleAycT, XIAH MEHs MoJTya.
51 mepBasi KOMNAHBOHKA TOCTIOXH. '

Pamceli noHsu1 e€ M ObICTPO nMepecesl Ha 3alHee CHACHMe,
oTBea€HHoe At cayr. OH Hazesuicsl, YTO ero He CTaHyT pac-
crpallyMBaTh, HHaye JJIOMaHas pcib MOXET BbLIATh Oerieua.

IBepb, yepe3 KOTOPYIO OHM BOLLWIH, CKOJIb3HY/IA B CTOPOHY.
3amisaHyn ycioBeK B IUIOTHO obneramouieil lianke, ckopee
MOX0Xei Ha KaMIOLLIOH, CO 3Ha4YKOM KOlKHU. ['pviuInnaa Hyuye-
IO He cKasajia, TOJMbKO MOOHS/IA TUIAaCTHHKY. TOT MuUTHYT,
NOKIIOHWICS, U IBEpb CHOBA 3aKpbLIach.

— Xopowo! — cniyrHuua PaMmces nepesena aAbIxaHKe, COB-
HO [ROJTO caepxuBala ero. MoxeT, oHa BOBce He ObUla Tak
yBepeHa B cebe, Kak crapanach Kazatbesi. 1 PaMceit nomoxaan,
MoKa Mnoe3l He TPOHYJCA, Mpexae 4YeM CHoBa Imepecesl Ha
nepeaHee CHAEHHUE.

— Ham ew€ naneko? — cnpocuwt OH.

— Her. Cxopo Marepunr, cranuus B BepxHeit npoBuHLMM.
TaMm Hac 6yayr xnarb. KwicHr paHblue, 10 nNpaBieHHs rocno-
KXW, ObLT OXOTHMYLHMM aomoM. Ho Te, yro u3 Poumm, He
yOMBAIOT, OHM XpaHST Xu3Hb. [ToaToMy B Kiwicure Gonblue He
OXOTATCS, Tenepb TaM XHBYT Te, KTO 3alMLIAIOT XH3Hb Jieca
BopcT, a He yMeHbIIAIOT €ro CWILL. A ceifyac... — ['puumwibaa
nomxana ryobl, ¥ MeXay I71a3aMH Y 'ie€ nosiBwiach Hebosblias
MopluMHKa. — Cnyluali BHUMaTeNbHO, Y€JIOBEK, KOTOpBIi He
Kackap. B Kwmiacure Thl He cMoXelib MIPaTb pONb CHYTH,
NOTOMY YTO T€, KTO TaM XMBYT, ObICTPO NOHMYT, YTO Thl HE U3
Hx yncna. [Toatomy Mos neau noaymana u usobpena s 1ebs
apyryio poab. Ho Thl mo/KeH XOpOLIO MOATrOTOBHTHCS, YTOOLI
coIrpath €€ npaBwibHO. Tenepb Tol ApayT M npuosul u3 Ton-
KapHa — 3TO 3a MOpEM.

B TonkapHe XHBYT MO CTapbIM 0ObMMasAM, U 4acTo oaHH JJoM
CMEpTeJIbHO BpaXxayeT C APYTMM. JTO AUKas CTpaHa, M TaM
Nerko NLETCA KpoBb. Thl, Ap/ayT, pOAMY MOEi rOCIIOoXH, HO yXe
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HCCKOJILKO TIOKONCHUM oTaensor Tebs or e¢ Joma. U TwI
€MHCTBCHHBIH XHMBOA HAC/NCAHHUK, TBOS XHM3Hb NOJDKHA ObITh
COXpPaHCHA, MHave TBOH JloM MOrMGHET M Goiblle He byner
MYXUHHBI, KOTOpbIit cMOr Obl BCTaTh Iepex oyaroM Homa B
Boicoxue [Iuu. Tebsa npecnenyer KpoBHasi MeCTb, M IIOTOMY C
pa3pellleHHs TOCTIOXH Thl CKpbIBaelibcs 3aech. IToHsATHO?

«CoH cTaHOBMTCS BCE€ Gonee AMKMM U HEJICNMbIM», — MOAy-
Man Pamceil. Ho ckazanHoe I'pyiniibaoii NoHATb 6bLI0 NErKo.

— Jla. I ApmyT M cKpbIBalOCh 31eCh, NOTOMY YTO Bparu
NMOK/LUIHCh YOUTb MEHS.

— Tu1 6yaews xuth B Kiwicure, — nponomkana I'pyiwis-
la, — a HalM JIIOAM NOoJyyaT NPUYUHY OracaTbCsl TeX, KTO
MoxeT TeOs1 MckaTb. JII060ro npHiuenbUa COYTYT TBOMM KpOB-
HbIM HeaApyTroM M3 TonkapHa WM HaéMHBIM youiinei. [Toatomy
€CJiM B Ynale 3arofo3psr YTO-TO ¥ OTTIPABAT 32 HaMH JIa3yTiH-
Xa, HaM 00 3TOM HEeMEUICHHO CTaHeT u3BecTHo. K ToMy Xe,
3TO XOPOLLUMIA NPENJIOT AepXKaThCsi HE3aMETHO U 3a 3aKPbITHIMH
nBeppMu — B KpacHbIX KoponeBckuX NOKOSIX, B HUX BEeIET
TOJIbKO OfHa aBepb, TaK KakK Yy I'ypoH KpacHblit B cBOE Bpemst
M caM onacaiacsi youiin. A Koraoa npHeAcT rocrnoxa, OHa
pacckaxeT HaM BCE€, YTO y3Haua.

Ilnan kasancs akKypaTHbIM H JIOTMYHBIM, €CJIH YTO-HUOyab
B 3TOM 3aXBaTHMBLIEM CTO JIAOMPHUHTE MOXET ObITh TaK Ha3BaHO.
OH 6ynmer He3ameTHO XuThb B Kwicure, noa oxpaHoii Jioaei,
KOTOpble TIOCYMTAIOT, YTO 33 HUM OXOTATCS HaéMHbIC YOMiiLbI,
M XIaTb XOTb KAKOTO-TO OObsSICHEHMS.

Kaxkyio TaiiHy nosenana crapas umneparpuua Tekne? Kak
OHAa cMOIZia Y3HaTb TO, YTO NpPOM30ULIO ¢ HeKUM PamceeM
Kum6a0M? OH npHBLIK CYUMTaTDh, YTO 00J1anaeT XMBLIM BooOpa-
XCHHMEM, HO HMKAKoe pelleHHe MpobiecMbl He NMPUXOAWIO B
ronoBy. Hudero He octaBanoch, Kak IVIBITh MO TEYEHHIO, TIOKA
OH He YUENUTCS 33 KAKOH-HUOyab HOBbIH (akT.

Korna oHH BbILLIH U3 My/1e00pa3sHOro BaroHa, yXe HacTyIIu-
Jo yrpo. PaMceii He yBHIOEN HHYEIO, YTO NOACKA3AIO0 Obl eMy
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MPHHLMTI ABVDKEHUS Moe3fa. 3TU MOXoxHe Ha Gychl KarCyIbl
JBHMIAINCh HC TO pefibcaM, a CKOJMb3WIM MO KaHaBKE B 3eMIE,
KOTopasi 3aHUMQIA MCCTO NMPHUBLIYHBIX PEJILCOB €ro MHUpa.

B6nu3u BHAHeNMCH KpBIWIM ropopa. Y mwatdopMbl, Ha
KOTOPYIO OHM COLIUTH, CTOsU1 HebGoblUoi GyproH co BNpsDKEH-
HBIMH... Pamceit npucMorpencs BHuMatenbHeit. He nowanmy, a
GonbluMe BAanMMTH HIM JIOCH ero cobcTBeHHoro Mupa'! JlBoe
ObUTH BIpsXeHbI N0 60KaM TpeTbero — KopeHHMKa. Ha Boico-
KOM CHAEHMHM YCTPOWJICA YEJIOBEK C BOXOKaMH B pYKax;
XHMBOTHbIE (DBIPKAUIM M MOTAIM POTraThIMM ToJIOBaMH, MM He
HpaBWiach Gnm3ocTb noeszna. Ho moesn yxe Hayan oTXOAMTD.

PaMceit NoaHsL1 CYHAY4OK 3a BEPEBOYHYIO PYYKY M TMOILEN 32
Ipyuminaoii, KoTopast HanpaBWIach K 3aNpsKEHHOMY JIOCAMHU
¢yprony. OH noMor eli NOAHAThCA HAa OOMTOE KOXeit cCHIeH e,
a caM cen HanpoTtuB. Kyuep, yBHIOeB, 4TO OHM ceyH, AEPHYN
BOXCKHM, M JIOCH OBICTPO NMOLIH.

OHM He CBEpHYIM K ropoly, a IBUHYIMCh MapaUIENLHO
KaHAaBKe TMoe3na No HeMOWEHOW nopore. Brmepeau cnpasa
PaMceit Buaen TEMHYI0 IMHMIO — TaM, HECOMHEHHO, ObL1 Jicc;
MO0 CTOPOHAM AOPOTH TSAHYJIMCDH MOJs 32 M3TOPONSMM, Ha HHX
CO3peBasl Ypoxail. .

JInHuna noesna yuwa B cropoHy. Tenepb BU cieBa 3aKpbui
3apOC/IM KYCTapHUKA, KOe-TAe OTAe/bHble AepeBbsl BO3BEILAIN
6aun3ocTb neca. JlocH nouutH poBHOM PLICHIO, @ y hyproHa, no-
BUAMMOMY, COBceM Hc 6buto peccop. [laccaxaipoB 6Gpocano
B3aj M BIePEN Ha CHACHMSIX, MPUULIOCH KPEITKO CXBaTHTLCS 33
Kpasi CKAMbH M JepXaThbcsl, Npenyrpexaas TOTIKH H NPbDKKH.

CaMa nopora CTAHOBHJIaCh BCE YXe M YK€ U CKOopo npeBpa-
THJIach NpocTo B cTapyio konew. Ilons ocranich nosanm, M
¢byproH Tenepb ABUTAICA MO OMYLIKE Jieca.

TyT npuinock nepeBaHBaTbLCA Yepe3 rpyanl onaslueii auc-
TBbl, NIAXJI0 PAaCTHTENLHOCTHIO. PaMcelo mokasaioch, YTO OH
pasTMyaeT 3amax COCHbl, M OH GBLUI YBEpeH, YTO BHOE KIEHBI,
nyop! ¥ Gepésnl. Banutu, Besyume ¢yproH, ObUTH KpyTiHEE H
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TsOKellee TeX, YTO OH BHIEeN B CBOEM MMpe, HO IcpeBbs M
BOOOLIE PACTUTENLHOCTb KAa3aJIMCh NOXOXHUMH. Bc€ 310 OH He
MOT H3B/IeYb M3 CBOETO BOOOpaXeHHs, KaK 6bl HH OBNafeNo UM
TaK Ha3bIBaeMoe€ TOJCO3HAHHE, NPOMU3BOIAs 3TOT COH.

OHH YUUIH OT COJIHLIa H NMOIPY3WIHCh B 3eJICHOBATYIO NOJTY-
mry. BHayane Pamceli 6p11 pan, 4To cTano He Tak Xapko. Ho
MOTOM OLIYTWI KAaKOe-TO YrHeTeHHMe, KaKoi-To yManoK Ayxa,
CJIOBHO Jiec oTBeprain ero. Kpyyanu nTHupl, OH BUIe, KaK OHU
JIETAlOT MeX AepeBbeB. benka pazapax€éHHO Tpellana Ha BETKe.
Ho yyBcTBOBasniOoCh 3l€Ch YTO-TO €HIE... YTO-TO ApeBHee, rpo3-
Hoe...

PaMmceii nomMoTan ronosoii, 4106bi yYTHXOMHUPHTb CBOE BOOO-
paxeHHe. C TOro BpeMEHH KaK OHH NOKMHY/IM CTAaHLMIO, OH He
obMeHsuica ¢ I'pyiumnbaoil HM OAHUM cloBoM. B cymHoctH
JOHOLIA TIOYTH NepecTa 3aMeyaTb €€ NPHUCYICTBHE, Gopsich ¢
yCWIMBawlleics: TpeBoro.

Jopora cBepHyna BNpaBo, OHHU €lIE€ Gosblle YITyOWIHCh B
nec, ¥ PaMmcelo Bcé MeHblle W MeHbllle HpPABWICH 3eJIEHBIA
cyMpak. OH He yacTo XHJ B JIECHOH IMylUH, TOJLKO KOriaa
paboTan Ha JIeco3aroToBKax M HECKOJIbKO pa3 6bIBajl B IIOXOAAX
B YXOXEHHbIX HaLlMOHaIbHbIX napkax. Ho Hukorza oH He
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 33 HMM HabNMIONAOT, CAEAAT...

HeoxainaHHO OH 3aMeTW1 MOHOJIMT, CTOJI6 M3 KpacHoOro
KaMH#, TOpYallHii CpelH 3eJICHM Kak Konbe. OH He Mor ObITb
Kanpu3oM npupoasl. [loBepHyBlUKMCh, 4TOOBI 3a0aTh ['pHLIWIL-
Jie BOMPpOC, IOHOLIA YBHIEJ, KAK OHA MOAHSIA PYKY K IPyAH U
CXaJa B Ky/aK, HalpaBMB Ha KaMeHb yKa3aTeJIbHbIi najel U
Mu3HHel. M nmpoM3Hecna HeCKOJLKO CIIOB, KOTOpbie OH He
pacchabllia.

— Yo 370?

XKeHlMHa HaxMypHuiach CWIbHee.

— OnvH 3 JIpeBHHX... TaM C3aH... CKPHITO... OHO U3 MECT
Cwibl. Ml Tyna He XoauM. U1 He roBopuM 06 3ToM.

U oHa Gpocwia Ha Hero npeaynpexnalommii B3,
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OH nocyLIHO caepXai SI3bIK. Ecnu oH Apiyt, eMy cieayer
NPpUIEPXUBATLCA MECTHBIX o6br4aeB. Ml noaymai, monro Jim MM
cll€ npobupaThes 3ITUMH AUKUMH NyTIMU. Pyka y Hero Oonena
OT YCHIMH yaepXaThcsl Ha MecTe, OH yCTall...

Ho nyrewectBue kasanoch 6eckoHeyHniM. OoMH WM ABa
pa3a ¢yproH ocTaHam/IMBaJICs, OaBasi BO3MOXHOCTb IepenoX-
HYTb XHBOTHbIM. Ho Kyyep HHM pa3y He 3aroBopui c
naccaxupamu, i ['puuininaa Toxe Momyana. Jla u cam Pamceii
onacajics TOBOPHTb, IUIOXO€e BIafeHHe 3LIKOM MOXET BbilaTh
ero Kyuepy.

HakoHeln B 3en€Hoif cTeHe mokasaics npocBeT. Banutu
BbIPBAIMChL Ha OCBELUEHHOE COMHLIEM NPOCTPAHCTBO M 3apeBe-
JIM, PafoCTHO MNpenBKyluas KOHel ITyTH.

TpH yeTBepTH NOJISAHBI 3aHUMAI0 HM3KOE 30aHHE M OKpYyXa-
1o1uHe NpUcTpoiiki. CTeHbI ObUIH CI0XEHbI M3 TOTO Xe KPacHOro
KaMH$, YTO ¥ CTOJ0 B JieCcy, HO 3Ta NOCTPOHKA NpeacTaBisuia
co6oj¥i Xuw10i IOM ¢ Y3KHMMH, 3a6paHHbIMH PELIETKAMM OKHAMH
Y NPOCTO# OBEpBIO Ha GOMBLLUMX MET/IAX M C 3anopoM. Yepenmy-
Has Kpblllla y KApHKU3a NOpOC/a 3¢JIEHBIM MXOM.

DyproH ocTaHOBWICA Nepel OBEPbio, KOTOpas OTKPbLIaCh,
npexae YeM OHH ycriesm BbiiiTH. Ha nopore crosina xeHumHa
C 3aKaTaHHBIMM PYKABaMM IUIaThsl, a IOsC NMOATATMBaN 106Ky,
CJIOBHO OH TPMIOTOBWIACh K Kakoi-To pabore. Teno y Heé
OLUIO TUIOTHOE, KOPOTKOE, JIMLO LIMPOKOE, C NMPUIUTIOCHYTHIM
HOCOM, HAacTOJIbKO He IoXoXee Ha JIMLO TeKibl, CIOBHO XEH-
IIMHA TIpUHAUIEXUT K HApPYrod pace, XOTS KOXa TOro Xe
KOpHYHEBOTO LiBeTa. YEpHbIe, HO HE KOPOTKHe, KaK Y Texinl
pMUIWIBALI, BONOCH! OBLIM 3aIUIETCHBI B KOCy, a Koca 06EpHY-
Ta BOKpPYT IOJIOBHI M 3aKOJIOTa HECKOJbKHMHM MEIHBIMH
OynaBKaMK ¢ roJJloBKAMM M3 TOTO Xe MeTala.

XKeHuMHa HH3KO MOKIOHWIach I'pulIMnLIe, MOTOM HeyBe-
PEHHO B3IIsIHY/a Ha Pamces. [pHIUIBIAa Npon3Hecia HECKOJIBKO
¢pas, koTopsix PaMceit He NOHsUI, M XEHIIIMHA U €My OTBECHIA
MOYTUTENbLHBIA TNOKIIOH.
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— 3Or1o OMeka, XeHa IVIaBHOTO JIECHHYEro M XpaHMTeNs
noma. OHa M3 3aroBbl M IUIOXO BIAACET HALUMM SA3bIKOM. S1
cKazaja €M, YTO Thl JaIbHMIl pOACTBEHHHUK rocrnoxu. ITosxe g
riofpobHeH paccKaxy ed MCTOPHIO, KOTOpYl0 NpHAyMasa roc-
noxa.

OHM BOUUIM B JUIMHHYIO KOMHATY C 3HSIOLIMM IIPOBAJIOM
OTrPOMHOIO OYara IpOTUB ABEPH. BHYTpH LApHIH TEHH, IIOTOMY
YTO Y3KHME OKHA NPOMYCKAUIM OuYeHb Mano csera. [lonm Gbun
KaMCHHBIH, KAMEHHbIE XE CTEHbI NMOKPHIBAINH KOBpHI Ipyboii
paboTbl ¢ pUCYHKaMM M repbaMH, KoTtopblx PaMceit He 3Hai.

Ha wmpokoii nocke Hal KaMHMHOM CTOSUIM TPH Macku M3
HauyHlleHHON Meau. PaMceil y3Han HNOBOJILHO peaMCTHYHbBIC
H306paxXeHHs BOJIKA, OJIEHA M AUKOoro KabaHa. M3ornyrteie
KI1bIKHM KabaHa npuaaBajJi Macke 3NI0O0HbBIN, YTpOXalolHil By,

MaccuBHas MeGenb BbIIIsiENia TaK, CJIOBHO CTOMT 31ECh
croneTus. [lepeBo NOTEMHENO OT BpeMeHH. Y KaMHHA pacrnoJio-
XIUTMCh ABE CKAMBY C BLICOKHMH CITMHKAMM, HECKOJILKO CTYJIbEB,
ITMHHBIA CTON M BAOJIb CTEH TSHYJIMUCb CYHAYKM H OydeTnl.

HemHoro noroas — I'puumnbaa ocrasacs BHM3Yy — Pamces
NPOBC/IH IO JIECTHHLIE C HEPOBHbIMU CTYMEHSIMHM HaBepX B
KOMHATY, Fe OH Hall€N TakHe Xe MacCHMBHblE, KAK U Mebesb
BHM3Y, KPOBaTh C Pe3HbIMHM CTOJIOMKAMH, ABa WKada, CTON U
HCCKOJbKO cTynbeB. Ha 3aHaBecsIx 3acTbUIM paiIM4Hble XHBOT-
HbIC, CTOJIb XX€ peaIMCTHYHbIC, KaK U MacKu. B KoMHaTe naxio
3aT}IOCTbIO, KaK OyATO €10 JABHO HE NOJIb30BAINCD.

OMeKa TOpOIUIMBO Mpouuia MuMo PaMces, oTkphuia oba
3apeilleYeHHbIX OKHA, YTOObl BIYCTHTh BO3AYX M HEMHOIO
cBera. [loToM cHOBa mokJIoHMIach M BhiUia. Pamceit ocMorT-
peacs U oOHapyXuHn 3a OGHUM M3 3aHABECOB NPHMHUTHBHYIO
BaHHYI0 — BoJa NOCTOSIHHO TEKJIa Yyepe3 OTBEPCTHE B CTEHE,
CJIOBHO €€ KayaJli U3 KAKOro-To HCTOYHMKA. Bony MoxHo 6bu1o
HabpaThb B He6O/IbLIYIO BAHHY B I0OJTy, 3aTKHYB Npo6KOi1 OTBep-
crye. Ho MbrTbes, pewrmn Pamceii, HyxHO 6bicTpo, MHaye Boaa
3aTIOJIHUT BaHHY M 3aTONMT BCIO KOMHATy.
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Ero 6oblile HHTEpecoBaia KpOBAaTh; MPHULLIOCH TPH3HATLCA,
YTO OYCHb 3aX0TeJI0Ch cniaTh. CraTh — M OH BeE el Hanesiics,
YTO €CJM YCHET JOCTaTOYHO KPENKO, TO NMPOCHETCS B CBOCM
pooHoMm Mupe. OH pasfencs M 3anon3 B Iellepy KpPoBaTH.
CBexue NPOCTbIHM C/leTKa NMaxJid LBeTaMH WIM TpaBaMH. Pam-
ccif co B3IOXOM OMYCTHJI NOJIOBY Ha NMOMYLIKY.

Ha 3ToT pa3 oH He siexan 6e3 cHa, NMbITasICh NOHATD, YTO Xe€
npousouvio. ' ecnu eMy M cHuioch YTo-HHOYAb, NMPOCHYB-
1IMCb, OH HE NMOMHMI.

PaMces pa3bynun cTyk B IBepb. B y3Kue oKHa NMO-NpeXHeEMY
cBeTwio conHue. OH cen U 3aKkyrancs B ogessno. Ha MrHoBeHue
3abbUIHCh BCe CI0Ba, KOoTopble I'pHiwIbIa BKONaYMBaja B HEro
BO BpeMs myreuiecTBuss. OH He MOT BCNIOMHHTb HH OIHOIO,
Jaxe caMoro npocroro BoipaxkeHus. Ho notom B3san cebs B
PYKH, BbIGpasicsl M3 NOCTEJIH, NTOJOIIENA K AePEBIHHOM IBEPH H
TIONHSL1 3aMop.

CHapyXH CTOsJ YeJIoBeK C OOJIBIIMM MeOHbIM KyBLUIHHOM B
PYKax, U3 KyBLUHHA NOAHHUMAJICA Map; Yepe3 IUieyo Yy npHilea-
1Iero CBHCIA CBeXasl oJeXna.

— TBgoit cnyra, nopa... — yenoBeK B rpyboBaToM NpHUBETCT-
BHM KMBHYJI T'OJIOBOIA.

OH OBl OfIET B KOPHYHEBOE, C 00A3aTeIbHBIM H300paKeHH-
€M Koluaybeii rofloBbl, Ha 3TOT pa3 Ha MEOHOM 3HauYKe,
npHKoJ0TOM Y Tuieya. OH SIBHO YYBCTBOBAI cebsi He B CBOEH
Tape/iKe; BO3MOXHO, HUKOINA paHblle HE MCIIONHS1 poJib
xaMmepauHepa. Ho Hanun ropsiycii Boas! B BaHHY, M PaMmced,
TIOMH$, YTO BAHHA MOXET IePeNONHUThCS, OBICTPO OMNOJIOCHYI-
cs. JlecHHK BepHy/ncsi B KOMHATy W IOJOXWI Ha KpoBaTb
npHHecéHHY10 ofexay. Kak U ero cobcTBeHHas, OHa cocTosuia
13 00J1eraloLero KOpHYHEBOro TPHKO M 3eNEHOH KYPTKH, HO
6bU1a cuMTa M3 6oJiee TOHKOro Matepyana. Ha MeaHoM 3Hauke
no6secKBasia CBepKaloLIMMHM KaMHSIMH I71a3 Kolllaybsl TOJIOBA.

— Jlenn I'pyiumnbaa, opa, — 4YeJOBEK TOBOPHI MEAJIEHHO,
KakK 6yITO TOXe MOABICKMBAI CJI0BAa Ha 4yXOoM s3bike. — OHa
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NpocHT Baulero GnaropogHoro npucyrcTus. IlosyyeHo coo6-
LLIEHMe... .

Pamceit noGnaronapun u 6eicTpo onencs. YenoBek ocTaBHI
€ro B OfIMHOYECTBE B KOMHaTe, Ile JY4H 3aXOsILIEero cojHua
yXe He Kacanoch nona. Coobuienne? Pamceit nocuuTan, yro
OHO MOXET NPHITH TOJILKO OT OAHOTO YeJloBeKa — oT Texsl,
M pewunsn, YyTo CKOpo Y HEro NOSIBUTCS BO3MOXHOCTb paccrpo-
CHMTb JAEBYLIKY, 3aaTh BOINpPOCHI, KOTOpble 3BYYaT y HEro B
CO3aHHH KaK OYATO yXe HECKOJIbKO JOHEM.

OH Hawén I'puunwibay BHM3y. OHa cHena Ha CTyJIe y CToIa,
HaKpBITOTO KpeMOBOro LiBeTa cKaTepTblo. Ha crone crosuin
TapesKH, JIeXalH JIOXKH, BWIKA C IByMs 3yOLaMH M HOX, Bce
C OIHHAKOBHIMH PYYKAMH. '

I'pyiNbaa NpH ero NOSBICHUH BCTala M CKJIOHWIA TOJIOBY,
co3naBad BrieyaT/ieHWe, noayMan Pamceii, yTo oH Bbille €€
paHroM. Ho 1oHola OTBETII Ha €€ MOJTYAJIMBOE MPUBETCTBHE
NOKIOHOM, KOTOPbLIH CKONMPOBAJ Y JIECHHKA.

— Jlenu...

OHa ynbIGHynach. _

— Tu1 oucHb mobeseH, Mol opa. He noxenaews M cecTh
u noectb? KoHeyHo, 3aech He ropoackoi nup. Ho ena Bkyc-
Hasl.

Ona ykazana Ha CTyJ BO IV1aBe cTosia. PaMceid 3aHsn Mecro,
M OMeka M Mosodas JeByllKa, NMoXoxash Ha He€, TOPOIUIMBO
NPHHSUINCL OOCITYXXHBATD €ro.

Kax u noobewana I'pvimwibaa, ema oxasanach BKYCHOH M
muTaTenbHoit. IlonoBHHa KakKoif-TO NMTHULI B coyce, TEMHBIH
xneb, MEn B coTrax, cAaakuii Kaprodenap, 600bl — oOBOLUU
3aneyéHHble, C KAKMM-TO HEOObMHBIM BKycoM. Ilmuia onsrb
HanoMHWIa aMepHKaHLY 006 ero cOGCTBEHHOM MMpe; UMCHHO
3TO CXOACTBO, KAKUM Obl HE3HAYUTEJbHBIM OHO HH Ka3ajoch,
GoJbllie BCETO ero TpeBOXWIO.

— Trol nonyywna nocnauue, neau? — OH He Mor Oosblue
XOaTb.
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I'pvumnbnaa KMBHYA.

— OHO NpHLUIO NMTHYbEH MOYTOM, TaK TOCNOXa Bceraa UUET
ciona coobuieHus. OHa yXe Ha ITyTH Clolla, HO CHaya/la Jo/DKHa
no6emBats B MpTHille, CBOEM oMe, M NOTOMY 3aepXHBaeTCA.
Jlasyruuku Ynama cneasr 3a Heit — 3T0 HeCOMHEHHO. XoTs
noAo3peBaloT Ju... — I'puwmnpia noxana ruieyamMu. — Ilo
OIHOMY TIOIO3PEHHIO OHM He TMOCMeloT €€ 3anepxatb. Iloc-
xonbKy Kackap MEpTB, 0OpyyeHHe He COCTOMTCSI M OHa UMeeT
ToTHOE MpaBo BepHyThca B OnUpoyH. Mbl MoXeM oXuuarh cé
yepe3 JBa JHS, MOXET, JaXe paHbLIe.

JIBa qHs1 — PaMcelo nokasanoch, YTo 3To o4YeHb Aoaro. Yac
NpoXoawni 3a 4acoM, U PaMceli NoHs1, YTo HeTepNeHHE MOXET
CcoXpaThb 4enoBeKka. [pHlIWIbIa npeaynpeanna, YToobl OH He
YXOOWI HMKYda, JaXe He BBIXOAWI M3 OOMa, YToObl €ro He
3aMETWIH, XOTS MPOAOIDKAJa YTBEPXAaTh, YTO JIIOOOIo yyxaka
JIECHHKH ObICTpo OOHapyXar M [0JIoXaT 06 ero NosiRieHuM.

B noMe xo3sitHyyYana ceMbsg DMEKH, KOTOpas COCTOSLUIa U3 €€
MyXa, CTaplleil Jo4YepH, MYX KOTOpO#l M UIpaj posib HeyKHo-
xero cayru PaMces, m OByX MJammimx AeTeil: MajibyMKa U
JIEeBOYKH, KOTOpbIEe BpeMs OT BpeMEHH YKPaIKOi NMOrNsAbIBAIH
Ha rocTeif B OKHO WwiM 4yepe3 aABepb. OHH SIBHO NMOGAMBAIMCDH
I'pyvinmwnnpabl, a MoXxeT, U PaMcesi, KOTOpbIH, MO cilyxaM, Gbul
POOCTBEHHHMKOM, TYCTh M AQNEKMM, TNpaBUTEJbHULL!I 3TOH
CTpaHbl.

Jenath 6110 NOYTH HEYETO, OCTABANIOCH TOJIBKO COBEPIUEH-
CTBOBATLCA B fA3bIKe, M [ pyumIKIa Tepnenuso noMoraia Pamceio
B 3ToM. OH TILITAICA pacClpallnBaTh €€ O MOJIOXEHHH B 3TOi
CTpaHe, H O TOM y3/ie, KOTopbIM cBs3aHbl Kackap, Tekna, a
Teneph M OH caM.

Taxk oH y3Han, yro OaMpoyH — HeOoJblIOe He3aBHCHUMOe
rocynapcteo. HecMoTpsi Ha To, yTo Ynag naBHO CTpeMMTCS
3aXBaTUTh €ro, IJIaBHBIM 00Opa3oM M3-3a OoraTbIX 3ajlexei
TI0JIE3HbIX HCKOMAeMbIX, KOTOpble MECTHBIMH XHUTE/ISIMH pa3pa-
OaTniBaloTCsd OYeHb 3KOHOMHO, OJMPOYH COXpaHUA
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He3aBHCHUMOCTb. B OCHOBHOM G1arosapsl MOIYLICCTBCHHOM H
BIIUSATEIbHOI IpYINe Pe/IMIMO3HBIX NPeJBOAUTCICH, TaK HA3bI-
BaeMbIx [IpocBewi€éHHbx. Co cnos Ipuiumneab PamMceit mons,
YTO OHM 00/JIaalOT KAKOH-TO CIMOCOOHOCTBIO BO3NEHCTBOBATH
Ha CO3HaHHe, ¥ NPOCThbIE JIIOAH NOYHTAIOT U 6osiTes ux. U ecnn
Obl Ynan nonsIrancs NPUMEHHTh CUITY NPOTHB CBOETO ManeHb-
KOIo cocea, OH TeM CaMbIM pacllieBe/iw Obl OCHHOC THe3lo
cpell COOCTBEHHBIX KDPECTBSH.

OnHako B NMOCJEOHHUC ToAbl Y WMIIEpaTpHULILI-MaTepy Ynana
NOSIBWICS COBETHHUK M3 yMcaa IIpocBelUEHHLIX, MO HMEHH
Ocwurec. M coeTHHKHM OnupoyHa UCHYTAJIMCh, YTO HEBUAMMOE
PaBHOBECHE CWIbl M3MCHMTCS, CTOpPOHa Ynaaa nepesecut. K
ToMy Xe Ouyan Hayan npeobGpa3oBaHHE apMMH, pPacHyCTHB
coJatT, MoXeNaBUWKUX YHTH, o AoMaM. BMecTo HUX OH mnpH-
BIEK HAaEMHMKOB M3-32 TpaHMUbI, JIlOAeil, BOIOIOLIMX HC H3
BEPHOCTH, a TOJIbKO paaM aeHer. M M3 Kakoro-To UCTOYHMKA
Ouyasin yepnajn HEOTrPaHWYCHHbIE CPEACTBA AN colepXaHus
apMHH.

Haémunku He vcnbiTeiBanM crpaxa nepea [pocBeliéHHBI-
MHU. Bce 3Hany, yto Kackap — Bcero nuilbL MapHOHETKA, YTO
TOCJIe ero BOCUIECTBHA Ha TPOH HCTHHHBIM NMPaBUTE/IEM CTAHET
Ovyann. OnupoyH oKasasicsl B cepbé€3Hol onacHocTH. Hacronb-
KO cepbe€3HOIi, uTo Tekna cornmacunach BbIIfTH 3aMyX 3a cnaboro
M HCCAMOCTOSITE/ILHOTO Hac/eAHHKA,

— OHa nouna B Poury, — pacckaspiBana I'puunuibaa. — U
TaM pa3roBapyBaia co Cnpnuawueii. Cnpllnaiuas cacnana npea-
cxazanue. OGHapyxwach TOJIbKO oaHa Aopora — 6pak Texbl
C HacneaHuMKoM Ynama. Bo Bcex OCTaIbHBIX HANMpPaBRIEHHSIX —
mbenab. Ilotomy yto IlpocBCclUEHHBIE He MONL3YIOTCS CBOEit
Cwuioii, 4yToOb! CracTH Kakoe-Hubyab rocynapcTso, He NpHHH-
MaloT ONHY CTOPOHY NpOTHB Apyroil. EciM Tax nocTtynarts,
roBopsAT oHH, Cuna nokuHer MX. OHM HAIOT COBETH, HO He
MOAAEPXMBAIOT TEX, KTO obpaliaeTcss K HUM. Kaxaplit Myxuu-
Ha ¥ KaXIas XeHlLIHHA JOJDKHbI pewaThb 3a ce6s. Ho, nomxHo
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ObITh, KAKOE-TO NMpEAYTIPEXACHHUE MOs Jloporasi rocnoxa noJy-
yuna: B JIoM OHa oTrpaBuIach B TOPXKECTBE, a HE B OTYASTHUM.

— Ho TbI ckazana, — 3ametwnn Pamceil, — 4yTo OOMH M3
T1pocBelIEHHBIX ceifyac COBETHUK MaTepH-UMIepaTpHLbl. Ecm
OHH He NPUHUMAIOT HUYBIO CTOPOHY...

— 310 TaK. OH MOXET TOJILKO AaBaTb coBeThl. COBETOBATH,
HO He JeiicTBoBaTh Ha 6y1aro Ynana. OqHako Kakue COBEThbl OH
IA€T, Mbl He 3HacM. Beap IlpocBellEHHbIE CMOTPAT HA XH3Hb
He TaK, Kak Mbl. TONbKO MM BMIEH PHCYHOK B IIyTaHHLE,
KOTOpas HaM KaxeTcs 3araakoi. M yacto MX coBeT MoXer
TIpMBECTH 4esioBeKa K Oee. A OHH TeM He MEHee YTBEpXAaloT,
YTO B 3TOM Gene sexar ceMeHa Oyaywero ao6pa. [loatomy He
KaXAbIA YeJIOBEK M He KAXAblii NPaBUTENb pellacTCsl POCUTD
O mnpeacka3aHHU. Mosi rocnoxa caenaia 3To, TOTOMY YTO
6osutach 3a cyns0y OnmnpoyHna. He 3Halo, 4To eif ckazanu, 3Hal0
TOJIBKO, YTO €fi Mnokasanu e€ BbIOOp...

Tpyunuibaa okasanach npaBa B CBOMX AOraakax, Koraa eé
rocioxa nosisurca B Kwicure. Ho Texna npuObuia He B
¢yproHe, 3anpsokEHHOM BallUTH, a BO ¢iaepe, KOTOpbIi Koc-
HYJICA 3eMJIH Nepefl CaMbiM BXOOOM B JOM M, KaK TOJbLKO OHa
BbILILIA, HEMEAJIEHHO B3JIETEN1 B BO3YX M Cpa3y NOTEpsUIC Han
JIECOM B Jlyyax 3axOsLIETO COJHLA.

I'puiumnibaa ¢ NpUBETCTBCHHBLIMM BoO3IJlacaMM nobexana
BrEpéa, CXBAaTWIA pPYKY XO38MKM, CHaywla MoleJoBwia eg,
noToM npuxana K rpyaM. Cnessl xibIHynM U3 e€ mas. U
PaMceli NMOHSUI, YTO HecMOTpPs Ha BHellIHEe CHOKOMNCTBHE,
XeHUIMHY BCe 3TM OHM MyYWia TpeBOTa 3a AEBYLUKY, KOTOPYIO
OHa sIBHO MoOMT. Tekna nouesiopana e€ B LUEKY U CBOOOOHOM
pyKoii norpenana no mievyy. Ho u e€ masa Gnecreny, cl1oBHO
OT HenponuTbix cnél. [ToroM oHa nocMorpena Tyaa, rae cTosl
Pamceii, M noaHsua pyky B NPUBETCTBHUH.

OH NOKJIOHWICSI, HO He NMOAOLIEN K HUM. XOTA ero ¥ My4wio
HeTepIrieHHe, MHMLUWATHBA JO/DKHA IPHHAIUIEXaTh HEBYLIKE.
Ceityac He BpeMs ObUIO 3aaBaTh BOMNPOCHI.
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OHM obpaTwinch K BOMpocaM M OTBETaM TOJIBKO Tocne
YXHHa, Koraa OMeKa M e€ crapliasd JoYb OYHUCTWIH CTON M
ceMbfl JICCHMKA YINQIHIaCh B CBOM TNOMELUEHHS B ThUILHOMA
yacTM Ooma. Tekna cMoTpena, KakK 3aKphIBaeTcsl ABEpb 3a
MOKJIOHMBLUENCA DMEKOM, NMOTOM cpa3y NnoBepHynach K PaMm-
celo.

— Hauw necHoit Hapsin MAET Tebe, Ky3eH, — 3aMeTH/Ia OHa.
— Ho y Hac mano BpeMeHH. Sl coBeToBanach ¢ Jnaiic...

OH ycnbnuan, Xak WyMHO B3foxHyna I'puwmnniaa, Tekna
OLICTpO IISIHYJIa Ha Hee.

— Jla, s cHOBa MoMpocWia NpelacKa3aHMs, NOPOTOii APYT.
W... — neByliKa NOAHSIA PyKM M OMYCTHIA MX HA KOJIEHH. —
W oHo ocTanock mpexHuM, gaxe nocne cmeptu Kackapa.
OnupoyH M Ynan OO/DKHBI coyeTaTbcsi OpakKoM, YTOObI MO
Hapod mojy4Yw1 B OyayuieM Ge3omacHocTb. 3TO, pasymeercs,
o3Havaetr beprana, aBoloponHoro 6para npuHua Kackapa. Yto:
X, A MaJo CAbILiaa O HEM IUIOXOTO, HO M XOpOLIEero ToxXe
HeMHoro. OIHaKo OH o KpaiiHeii Mepe He MapHoHeTka Oyan-
na. Ho nocraroyHo o MoéM OyaylieM — HaMm crneayeT 3aHATLCS
TBOMM, — OHa CHOBa NnpsiMo obpatunach k Pamccio.

— Tol 3HaewIb, KaK s OKasajcs 30ecb? — cpasy CIpoCH OH.

IOHola He oXWnan yTBepaHTEILHOIO OTBETa, HO OHA KMB-
HyJna.

— Jla. I noknsnach XpaHMTL 3T0 B TaiiHe. Ho Ternepb MeHs
ocBoGoawiH oT KasTBbl. OcHrec M — He NpsAIMO — caMma
uMmnepatpvua. OHu Gositest Te6Gs, cMepTenbHO Gositest. [leno
3TO OYeHb CTpaHHoe, — Tekna HeMHOro nokosebarach. —
KaxeTcs, cyliecTByioT 06/1aCTH 3HaHHSl, KOTOPbIE HE3HAKOMbI
naxe IMpoceewi€HHbIM. B JloMe Mosionoii cneuManucT B TaKHMX
Ieiax cHavyana npobwics K npuHuy bBepramy, a notoM K
COBETHHKY YpcBHKY. Te OTBe/lM ero K MMMeparpuue.

JaBHO NOKa3aHO, YTO CyleCTByeT MHOIO MHMpOB, Haxons-
LUMXCSl PSOM APYT € APYTOM, HO Pa3’TOPOXEHHBIX KakKoi-To
cdopMoii 3Hepruu.. B 3TMX MHUpax-ABOMHMKAX XHUBYT HallK
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IBOIHMKY, XVBYT NO-APYroMy, NMOTOMY YTO HCTOpHMS 3THX
MHpOB MHasA. D710 IlpocBell€HHBIM AABHO H3BecTHO. OHHM
3HAIOT TAKXKe, YTO B OTACIbHBIX MECTaXx CTeHbI MeXIY MHpaMH
CTAHOBSITCS1 TOHbLIE, MX NMOATAYMBAECT KAKasi-TO Apyrass Heus-
BecTHast 3Heprust. M denoBek, My>XXYHHa WIH XeHIIMHA, MOXET
TNPOITH CKBO3b CTCHY, HCUYE3HYTb B CBOEM MHMpE H OKa3aThCs B
IOpYTOM.

Bc€ 310 3Han M Menkond, xora oH He IIpocBelLEHHBIN,
NOTOMY 4TO paboTan He NpY NOMOILLM YTIPaRICHUST CO3HAHHEM,
a ¢ nomowbio MauMH. OH rogaMu co3nasan Mx. EMy xorenoch
CBOOOJHO MyTellecTBOBaTb M3 MMpa B MHp. ONHAaKO Yy Hero
ObUTH NpUYMHBI onacarbest Oyawia, M MOTOMY OH NPeAJIOXIWI
Beptany cBoii raH. Iliad 6bu1 TakoB. Eciu oThIcKaTh B oHOM
M3 3THMX MHpOB OBOHHHKa Kackapa, To MoxHO momnpo6oBarb
niepeciarhb JJMYHOCTh NPHUHLA B TEJIO TOTO HE3HAKOMIIA H TYT Xe
opraHu3oBatb ero cMepTb. Y Torna Kackap, npuBsi3aHHbIA K
TOMy HE3HAaKOMLY, TOXE YMpPET, O4EBHOHO, OT OCTAHOBKH
ccpAua, ¥ Ha HEM He OyleT HM cela HaCWILCTBEHHON CMEpPTH.

TpyKabl NMPOBOAWTH OHM OIBITH Ha NMPECTYITHUKAX, OCYX-
ICHHbIX Ha cMepTb. Ho MM HyxHa 6buta moMouib Ocwureca,
NOTOMY YTO IUIaHY JOJDKEH ObUl NpeliecTBOBaTh Psil CHOB...

— CHoB! — nipepBan e€ Pamceii.

— Ts! Beab BUAEN CHbI, Npasaa?

OH xuBHYA, HO Texna npomo/xwia, npexiae 4eM OH CMOr
3aTOBOPHTbD.

— OcHTec npenckasal... OH NOATBEPAW, YTO Tebs MOXHO
3aBne4yb B HECYACTHBIN ciy4aif, M ¢ ToGoi norubHer Kackap.
Menkond ycraHoBMI CBOIO MaLIUHY. OHY CYUTANH, YTO NOCTY-
NMapT NpaBWILHO — M3-3a Oyajula M TOro, 4YTo NPOM3OMIET,
xoraa TpoH 3aiMET Kackap. Ho nonyywioch He Tak, KaK OHH
ruiaHupoBany. Kackap yMep, a Thl BAPYT OKa3aics B €ro Teje.
Ocurec roBOpPHUT, YTO TaK NPOU3OLLIO, NOTOMY YTO OHH BMeLla-
JIMCh B IV1aH TBOEi XHM3HH, @ 3TOT IUIaH 10/DKEH ObITh 3aBepLUEH.

Tenepp Teno Kackapa mcyeano, H Oyamn Bener cebs kak
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cyMaciiemuuii. OH cyMTaeT, YTO NMPUHLA TQIBLKO ONOWIH H
Iie-To AepXaT BianepTH. Y Menkonda Ha 3TO HeT OTBeTa.
Onnako Tenepb bepran, Ypcsuk, Menkong — Bce OHHU JIMXO-
panoyHo vyt 1ebs1. Y ecm HainyT, nocrapalorcsi NpUKOHYMTD. .

— Mory /1 s BepHYTbCH B cBoii MUp? — Pamceit otOpocuin
e€ npeaynpexneHue. HepeposiTHas, ¢aHTacTHyeckast HCTOPHS,
M B¢E XKe OH noBepwl B e€ npaBauBocTb. OH HAXOAUTCSH 3A€ECh
M NpPOCHYJCA B Teje MepTBela.

— Br0ro g He 3Halo, — YeCTHO oTeeTwia Texna.

— Ho s nomkeH BepHyThecsl! — Pamceil nponsHEc 3TH c/loBa
KaK KISITBY, HaHHYIO caMoMy cebe, a He TeM, KTO ero ceifyac
C/IBILLUT.

I'nasa 5

PaMceii BcTas1 cHHOM K OTKPBITOH Tellepe KaMiHa, BHHMa-
TebHO rAas Ha Texy.

— Moxet Menkond 3anycTuTh MalIMHY Ha3aa? — CIIpOCHI
OH Y JeBYLUKH.

— He-3Haw. ITockuika cHoB — 370 Aeno ITpocBeli¢HHbIX. A
MHOTO pa3 BHe/a 3TO Y Haluux nmoaeid. CoplBlMeCA NpecKa-
3aHUA — TOXe oObI4HOe aeno. Ho ucnons3oBars MalUUHY... —
OHa nokayana rojosoil. — 31oT Menkond nou€n HOBLIMM
myTamMd. S 3HAI0 TOMBKO, YTO MCMONb30BAHHME €0 MALUMHBI
BMECTe C NMOCBUIKOM CHOB YTO-TO U3McHWIO: Kackap ymep, a Tbl
XHUB. XOTS1 OHH CTPEMWIHCDh HE K 3TOMY.

Ocwurec ¥ UMNepaTpyLia, — MeJJIEHHO NMpoAo/LKaNa OHa. —
OHM XOTAT, YTOOBI THI MCYE3, MOTOMY YTO TCHepPb Thl — YIpo3a
ona ux ueneid. Ho oHn He noaHuMyT Ha Teba pyky, 4YTOObLI
JOCTHYb CBOErO XeJlaHHWsl. A BOT oTHocuTeNlbHO Beprana, Yp-
cBHKa U Menkonda 31oro s He Mory nootewarb. OHH OXOTHO
yOLIOT Te6s, YTOOBI CKPHITh CBOIO TaiiHy. A OYa/l — ecnu Thl
nonaaéub B ero pyku... — Tekia B3apordyna. — OH npeBpaTUT
Te651 B OpyXHe, KOTOPbIM YHHYTOXMT BCEX TNPOTMBHUKOB.
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— OHH 3HAIOT, YTO THl NIOMOIVIa MHE YHTH U3 Yiana?

— Ocurec nomxkeH aoramarhes; Oyamwn Xe oOrpeAen€HHO
3HaeT TOJNBLKO TO, YTO CTPAXHUKAM B Ty HOYb ObUIa BHYlICHA
ravnouyHaumsa. Ho oH Buhur Ocureca. Ho Tomeko miagelo-
it CHIoi MoXeT BbICTYHTB NpoTHB [Ipoceewi€HHoro. Mue
HMYEro He roBopuiH. M s HUYEro He ckaxy, Koraa HCNOJHIO
nipeHaYepTaHue cyab6bl 1 06pydych ¢ BepranoM. S cimukoM
LieHHa Ul HX TUIAHOB...

Barnan Texinl octaBasnics poBHbIM. OHa roBopuia To, BO YTO
BepuT; PaMceii He COMHeBaJIc B 3TOM.

— Ecnn 6b1 51 Mor nobpatbes 10 TOi MalUMHBL... — CHOBA
Hayasl OH, TOBOps HAMNoOJIOBMHY ¢ cOGOii, BCJIyX BbICKA3bIBas
cyMOypHbIe MBICIH.

— He 3Hawo, 4yro 6b1 THI CMOr caenarb, — OTKPOBEHHO
Bo3pasuna Texna. — TaitHy MalIMHBI 3HaeT TOIBKO Menkond.
Ho BnosiHe BO3MOXHO, OHH, YTOOBI CKPBITh TaliHY, cOryiacsircs
BEPHYTb TeOs1 B TBOH MMP.

— OHu Hamekanu Tebe Ha 310?

Texna nokayana ronoBoii.

— 51 He cMorIa NOrOBOPUTL HM ¢ KeM M3 HUX. Ho ecnn 1ot
BepHEWIbCsl B JIOM, TO OKaxellbcsl B npefesax HOCATaeMOCTH
Ovamna. A B HEM 51 He cOMHeBalochk. Kackap Obu1 ero co3gaHu-
€M, OH MOJIHOCTBLIO TomaJ moj ero BiaacTb. Kak coenan oH
TIPUHLA CBOMM OpYIHEM, TaK XC cicjiaeT U Tebsl.

B Pamcee BcnibxHyn rHeB. Kakoit 6b1 AvKoii HM Ka3anach €€
HCTOpHS, OHAa Moxoxa Ha npaBay. Cam ¢akr, yro Tekna
MOJIHOCTBIO B HEE BEPHT, YoeXxnasl B 3ToM. 1o, YTO ero xjan-
HOKPOBHO HCMNOJIB30BIM [UISI OCYLLECTBNEHHs] MHTPHUIM B
KAKOM-TO APYTOM MHpe, HCIOIb30BAIH XECTOKO, 6e3 ero Beno-
Ma ¥ BOJIH, NPeBPalLAIO TOPSTYHIi THEB B JIEASHYIO PELUIHUMOCTD.
OtHbiHe Pamceit KuMGn He Oymer MapHOHeTKoii, He Oyaer
NeiCTBOBATh 1O KATIPH3Y TeX, KTO OCMEJIMBAeTCsl MCIOIb30BaTh
HE3HaKOMIIEB B CBOMX LEJIAIX.

— A xouy BepHyTbCcH B JloM, — OH He 3alaBajl BOIMpOC.
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ITpocto coobummn dakr. — A nomkeH no6paThes 10 MALMHELL..

Tekna Bcrana. .

— A 3Hana, 4yTO THI TaK oTBeTHulb. Ho TBhI BHIGMpaelb
caMblif onacHbIif crnoco6 aeicTBuit. OOHAKO A He BBICKAXYCh
npotuB. [TotoMy 4TO XOTBb 51 M He [IpocBellEHHadA, HO Yy MeHS
€CTb NMpeaYyyBCTBHE, YTO TAaKOBa TBoA Tpomna. Ho Tak Kak Tpona
3Ta OMnacHa, Mbl JO/DKHBI MATH MO HEM C OCTOPOXHOCTBIO. ..

— Mb1? — 3XOM NOBTOPWI OH. — Sl Gosiblile HE PACCYMTDI-
BAIO Ha TBOIO NIOMOLLIb.

BepositHO, OH Ao/DXeH ObITb OnarofapeH el 3a TO, YTO OHa
yXe clenana, Jajia eMy Mepelbllky, Yoexuiue, rae oH cMor
CKPBITbCA Ha BpeMsl OT [IBYX PELUMTENbHBIX IPYTiN, HH OJHA U3
KOTOpBIX He Xenana eMy 1o6pa. Ho nanbHeiiine orpaHideHns
ero ANeHCTBUI TONbLKO MPUBEAYT ero B pasgpaxeHue. K He-
CYacTblo, B 3TOT MOMEHT OH TIOHATHSA He UMeJl, KaKMMH OyayT
€ero neicTBHA, eMy Heuero 6bU10 MPOTHBONOCTABUTD €€ IUIaHaM,
TIOTOMY YTO OHa 3HaeT mpanay. ¥l OH MCNbIThIBAN NHLUb HEro-
JOBaHKe, YTO TNpPUOETCA AEHCTBOBaTb HEe IO COOGCTBEHHOMY
Pa3yMeHHIo.

Texna noxana rueyamu. OXHMBJIEHHE UCYESTIO C €€ JIMLA.

— B TakoM ciyyae luaraii OTKpBLITO HAaBCTpedy CMEpTH,
He3HakoMel. M K ewué xyniuei, yeM cMepTb, y4acTH, KOTO-
pyio rotoBuT Tebe Ouasw. Pa3Be Thl JOCTaTOYHO 3Haelllb Hall
MHp, YyTOObl HAMTH B HEM MECTO M He BbLAATb cebs THICAYLIO
crnoco6oB, 0ONBLUIMX U MaIbIX, NEPBOMY X€ BHHMATEIbHOMY
Habmoaarenio?

Bc€ B HEM BOCCTaBao NMPOTHB 3TOH JIOTHKH, HO Pamceii He
MOT He NpH3HaTb, YTO OHa npasa. OH oBlagen A3bIKOM — U TO
HE OYeHb XOpollo, — ToNbLKO 6Gnarogapsi €€ NpUKasy M crapa-
TenbHocTH Ipyinmneasl. Ho o6bryan, naxe Mesikie NMPUBBIYKH
NOBCEHEBHOM XHU3HH... OHa mnpaBa: aMepHKaHell B Ji00yi0
MMHYTY MOXET COBEPLUHTb (aTaTbHYIO OMWIHOKY.

— Tenepb Tbl NMOHAN? — AODKHO ObITH, AeByLIKAa Npoyia
BbIpaXeHHe ero JHua. — ToNbKO ecM NOHT M cOoIlaceH Ha
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MOE PYKOBOJCTBO, MOXelllb Thl BepHYThCsl B JIoM. XoTs H 310
oyeHb HepasyMHo. [opazno pasyMHee Ha BpeMsi OCTaThCs
3[ech, NMIOTOM yexaTb 32 MOpeE, Tll¢ Y BCeX YyXaKOB CTpPaHHbIE
obbr4ay ¥ moToMy Thl He Oyaewb OpocaThcsl B IV1a3a Cpelu
MECTHDIX XHUTENCH...

— 51 He cobupaloch ocTaBaThCcs 30ech — Aaxe B Jlome! A
BEpHYCb B CBOI1 MUp!

— CnpaseanyuBo. Ecan 3to Bo3moxHo. Tel 6ynews conpo-
BOXAaTb MeHs B JIoM Kak ApiyT, noa JIMYMHOH, KOTOPYIO Mbl
yXe ucrnonabs3oBaiH. [1o ctapoMy o6bMHalo YenoBek, KOTOPOMY
YTPOXaeT MeCTh, — KPOBHHK, — XOAMT MOJ Mackoil. A y MeHsl
HET POACTBEHHHKOB MYX4HH, KOTOpbl€ JODKHbI NMPHUCYTCTBO-
BaTb npu obpyyeHuH. HHKTO M3 MYyX4YHUH Moeii KpOBH He
MOXET BCTaTb psiAOM CO MHOMW M ObITb MOMM 3aLLUUTHUKOM. 3TO
IpeBHMI o6bryait, Bcero smiub dopManbHocThb. S Boibpana Obl
AN LEPEMOHHH OQHOTO M3 POACTBCHHMKOB beprana. Ho Te-
nepb y MeHA ecTb Ky3eH HU3-3a MOpSi, U B 3TOM HET
HeobxoanMocTH. Thl HEIUIOXO ORMNaneN Hallel peyublo, Tenepb
HYXHO M3YYHTb HalllM 0ObIYau, KaK BECTH ce0s B poJIM KPOBHM-
Ka, — 4ToOBLI TcOs He 3anoao3puan B Jlome.

Texna He Morna 3amepXxuBaTbcsl B OXOTHHYbEM noMe. OHa
NcpeHoYeBasla M YTPOM yieTena Ha ¢iaepe, HO €lUE A0 KOHLA
IHA Opyroi ¢nacp Bbicanun y aBepeit MyxuuHy. Iloxunoro
YCJIOBCKA, C CCAMHOIT B YEPHBLIX BOJIOCAX, CO 3BE30000PA3HbLIM
LIpaMOM B YTy pTa.

OH HebpexXHO npuBeTcTBOBaN PaMmcesi, BHHMAaTEILHO OIJIsA-
IcB TEMHBIMM IJ1a3aMH MOJIOJIOTO YeJIOBEKA, CJIOBHO MOT CIE/aTh
BbIBOJL MO OQHOMY 3TOMY B3IIsidy.

— IOpx, — npeacraBuncsi oH. — KoMaHaup JM4HOI cTpa-
XM e€ BeauyecTBa. Sl Toxe BbIXoAeU M3 3aMopckoro ToskapHa.

IOpk ctan ero MHcTpykTOopoM. PaMceil Tak HMKOraa W He
y3Han, JoBepwia M Tekna KOMaHOMpPY CBOEH CTPaXM BCIO
npaeay. Ilocne nepsoro MomeHTa BcTpeun lOpK Goablie HH-
KOraa He YNIOMHHaJ CBOO rocnoxy. HanpoTus, OH NoJHOCTLIO
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COCpeNOTOYWICS Ha NOCTAaBIEHHOM Nepell HUM 3ajaye — cae-
naTb M3 PaMcess KaK MOXHO JIyyulylo MMMTayul0 MOJIOAOIO
TOJIKAPHCKOTO JIOpJa.

OH paccka3zan Pamcero, 4To ero poanHa 3a MopeM npebbiBa-
€T B TAKOM Xe€ XaoTH4YeCKOM (eoaTbHOM COCTOSIHUH, B KAKOM
Haxoawica Yaaa Ao MpHXoda K BIAaCTH CTaporo uMreparopa ¥
MOKOPEHHS CBOCHPABHbIX M BOMHCTBEHHbIX lopaos. B Tonkap-
He HeT LEHTPANbLHON BNAcTH, KOTopasi Moria Obl HaBeCTH
MOPANOK; Kaxablii JIoM INONHOCTBIO YNpaBisieT CO6CTBEHHOIM
Tepoutopreil. OnuH JloM MOXeT BCTYIIMTb C JPYTMM B COIO3
[ 3alUMThl, WIK /11 COBMECTHOTO Habera Ha cocena, Wi Nno
KaKoM-nMb0o [pyroii B3aMMOBLITOAHOW IpUYMHE, HO TaKMe
COIO3bl PEAKO AepXKaTcsl 6oJiblle HECKONbKHUX JIET WIH, BO3MOX-
HO, OJHOTO TOKOJICHHS.

CaMpIM CTpalIHLIM OObIYaeM BceoOLIETro Xxaoca SIB/ISETCSA
Tpaniuss AHyHoi Mectd. OnHa BeTBb JloMa MOXET HanacTh Ha
JpYTYIO B HaJeXae 3aXBaTHTb BlacThk Haa BceM Jlomom. U xorna
Bpaxaa OTKPbLITO NPOBO3IMIaLlieHa, BCEX, KOTo OHa 3aTpariBacT,
MOXHO OTKPBITO KaneuuTb M yousatb. OnHako ecnu B Jlome
BbDKIHBACT OAHH-CAHHCTBCHHBII MY)XXYHHa, OH NOJKEH 3a0LITh
YecTb M OTBICKATh Oe3omnacHoe ybexwuile. TeM BpeMeHeM B
neperopopax peiuaercs cnop. [loroMy yro nosHoe yHuuTOXe-
HUe JloMa, KaK HH CTPAHHO, He COOTBCTCTBYET BBICLUHMM
TpcOOBAHHSIM KOACKCH 3THX MOJYBApPBApOB, @ OHM CTPOTO cle-
IYIOT CBOEMY KOACKCY.

Takoit npcacTaBuTeaL JloMa MOXET CKPLITLCS U 32 MOpEM.
3BT1o BnosnHe obbHOE siBneHHe. Ilogmnssch Ha JIOASIX, OH
BCEraa XOAMT B MacKe M 0e3 opyxisi, U TaKoe COCTOSIHHME
JI0JDKHO 3alUMTHTb €ro OT J1o0oro HamaaeHus.

C noMOUIbIO MCKYCHBIX, KAK OH Hamescsl, pacCnpocoB
Pamceit obHapyxun, yto um TonkapH, U Ynan He Bceraa Haxo-
OMJINCbL B TAKOM CMSATEHHOM cocTtosiHuM. Hekorna Ha rmnaHere
CYLLCCTBOBA/IA €AWHAasl LIMBWIN3aLHs C TPOYHBIM LIEHTPATbHbIM
npasuTenbcTBoM. Ho HeoXxatnaHHas M ApaMaTHYHas NnepeMeHa
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B OCHOBHBIX NpeaMeTax TOPTORIH — OHa ObUla BbI3BaHa OT-
KPbITHEM HOBOIO, Topasno 0oJjiee MOJIC3HOIO MeTaula — M
fiocnienyolas IMHacTH4Yeckass 0opnba NMpHUBENIH K Kpaxy 3Toit
LICHTPaJIbHOM R/IACTH.

Ha cronerus o6a KOHTHHEHTA TOTPY3WIHCh B BOMHLI —
BHayale M3-3a 3anacoB pyasl. [ToTOM nocnemoBany yXackl
KAKOTo-TO aTOMHOIO KOH(IMKTa U TEMHBIH BeK.

Ynan BOT yxe B TeucHHe TPEX TOKOJICHMI TOCTENEHHO
yXoIMT OT TEMHOTO npouvtoro. Ho ceityac ycnex B 310li 6opnbe
3aBHCHT OT nopaxeHus Oyauia, Hal KOTOPLIM MO-NpeXHEMY
OORBNeEET (peofaTbHOE CO3HAHME, W KOTOPbI BUIOHUT TOJILKO
OIMH croco0 3aXBaTHTh NMPOYHYIO BIAcTb — BOIHY.

TonxapH Xe IO CHX NOp He MOPOAWI MpPEABOAMUTENS, KOTO-
pbiii cMor 6bl 3aBOEBATh BEPHOCTb DoJiee YeM OJHOTO WIH ABYX
HomoB. U1 noaroMy cTpaHa ocTa€Tcsl oOXBaYeHHOMH MHOXECTBOM
MEJIKHX BOMH. A TaK KaK BOHHa H TOPTOR/IS B3aUMHO HCKITIOYa-
10T APYT ApYTa, Mo KTO M3 KYTILIOB pellaeTCsi HalpaBHTLCH K
TeM OeperaM. B cyumocrn, B Ynane u OnupoyHe TonkapH
NpeBpaTWICS B JIET€HIY.

Ho IOpk TaM Korga-to XmMn M TOTOMY MOT BCIIOMHHTh
crapble o0bIMau M LepeMOHMH. B nocneaylolne AHK U HOYH OH
crapaTeNbHO yunwn WM Pamcest.

Y HuX oKa3aloch COBCEM HEMHOIO BpeMeHHW IS TaKHX
3aHaTHIl. Yepe3 mecsATh AHelH mnociie Bo3BpalleHMs Texknbl B
CBOIO CTONUUY npuneren diaep co CPOYHBIM COOOLLUEHUEM, YTO
HaxoAsuecs] B OXOTHHYLEM OOME AOJDKHbI NpubbITh B Up-
TH1L, TAe ceHyac CTOsUJI ABOP FepLOTHHM.

CHoga Pamcelo npuuiiocs nepeoneBarscs. Onexay eCHUKA
OH OTJIOXMN B CTOPOHY M Halesl TYCKJIO-KpDacHOE TPHMKO H
MOBEPX HEro KOXAaHYIO0 KypTKy Takoro xe usera. Ha rpyan —
HM300paKeHHEe CIOMAHHOIO Meya B BEHKe U3 NYOOBBIX JIUCTLEB.
Bno6aBok oT BepxHeii IyObl OO BOJIOC JIMLO €ro NMpHKpbUIa
Macka, cocAMHSIBUIasca ¢ obneraiolueif 1ano4ykoM, Koropas
OOTATHBAIA TOJIOBY, KaK JIbDKHasl,
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Ha Maxy1iiike NoKayMBanoch nepo, oKpallleHHOe B TaKoii Xe
cepeOpsHbBIIl LIBET, KAK U M300paxeHHe Ha rpynu. [locMoTpeB
Ha cebs1 B 3epkano, Pamceit peumn, 4Tto B 3TOH BapBapCKoOii
durype Hukro He ysHaer Kackapa. Bo BcsxoM ciydae, noxa y
HEro Ha JIMLE Macka, XOTS HOCHTb €€ ObUIO HEMPHATHO M OHA
CHJIbHO OrpaHWYMBAIA NOJIE 3pEHUS.

Onu ¢ IOpkoM u I'puMnbaoilf cenu Bo ¢hnaep, NponcTeau
Haa OOJILLIMM JlecOM, NMOTOM Hald BO3ACJAHHLIMM MONAMH H
HECKOJIbKHMH ropoaxaMi. B oTiymne oT HazeMHBIX myseobpas-
HBIX BaroHoB, BO ¢iaepe MMEJIMCh OKHA M MOXHO ObUIO
CMOTpeTb Ha CTpPaHy BHM3Y — KOHCYHO, eciau ¢racp He
TIONHUMAJICS] OYEHb BHICOKO.

Cam HUptHui Haxonwncsi y NoaHOXHs rop B riryouHe Onupo-
yHa. UMeHHO B 3THX ropax pacrnoJjiarajiuch riaBHble waxtbl. U
€OUHCTBEHHas Jopora K llaxTaM, OTKpbITasi KpyIiblii ro,
NpoXoAwIa ycpe3 ApeBHUI ropon Tekiibl, MOCTPOEHHBIH CKO-
pee Kak KpemnocTb, YeM TNPOCTO KakK cronuua. Jlopeu M
pe3uaeHLMS NMpaBUTENLCTBA OOJIbllIe BCETO HATIOMMHAMU 3aMOK
C BOCEMbIO CTOPOHaMH, OCTaTOYHO TIOXOXHH Ha CpeHEBEKO-
Bble 3aMKH B Mupe Pamces.

®naep nponeresn Hax AOMaMH ropoia M OMYCTWICS Ha
KpBILLIy CTOPOXEBOi OallHHM, rae MX Xiaal Hebonbloi oTpsia
crpaxauvkoB. CTpaxHuku npusercrBoBain Opka u, kasanocs,
He oOpaTM/IM HMKAKONo BHMMAaHHs Ha ero crmyTHHKa. ['puiuwib-
Ja, B3gB PaMmces 3a pyky, oTBea I0HOLLY B CTOPOHY, B ABEDbD,
3a KOTOpOIi y3Kas IECTHHLIA YXOAWIa BHU3, B JUIOXO OCBELUEH-
Hble BHYTPEHHHE TIOMELEHHUsI 3aMKa.

Mo MHeHnmio PaMmces, 3aMoK npeacTanisil coboii HacTosUMi
JNAaGMPHUHT NpOXOdOB, KOPMIOPOB, ABepeH (MOYTH Bceraa 3a-
KPbITbIX, TAK YTO HEBO3MOXHO O6bUTO Aoranarbes, YTO HaXooHTCs
32 HUMM), JIECTHHLI, BeoylLMX BBepX U BHU3. HakoHel Bce Tpoe
OKa3a1KCh B YaCTH 3aMKa, Tie CTeHbl 60Jblle He NpeaCcTaB/IsUTH
coboli ronblii KaMeHb 6e3 3aHaBeceid.

Tyr nosBuiKch MArKHe KOBpbl B HacTEHHbIE robesieHbl CO
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CTWIM30BAHHBIMH, @ HE pealUcCTHYecKUMM pHcyHkamu. Ho
PaMccio He AaiM BO3MOXHOCTH X PacCMOTpPETh, NOTOMY YTO
Ipyunwibaa YyTh M He GeroM Taluia ero 3a coboii.

HakoHel oHa octaHOBWJIach Y ONHOH ABEPH M MOCTyyana.
JIBepb OTKpBLT YEJIOBEK B ofeXe CIYTH, TaKOM Xe, Kakas 6bu1a
Ha PaMmcee Bo Bpems GercTBa M3 JloMa. YenoBek NoKIOHWICH,
MPONYCTWI1 MX W 3aKpbUl 32 HUMH ABEPD.

3nech non NOKpbIBal KoBEp B uBerax. JlaBaHaa, 3omoro,
po3bl Ha (oHe BeceHHel 3eneHH. CTeHHble MNMaHENM ToXe
YKpallaiy LBETbl, BCEBO3MOXHble OyKeTbl, NepeBsi3aHHbIE ce-
pe6GpAHBIMU JIeHTaMH. - ToJIbKO C OAHOH CTOPOHBI CTEHY
Npope3aii BbICOKME OKHAa, B KOTOpbIE JIMJICSI JHEBHOM CBET.

Y okHa npsAMO HanpoTHB ABEpH 3a cTosioM cuaena Tekna,
CTON €& 3arpoMOXIATH MHOXECTBO XXENTBIX PAcKPalUEHHBIX
SILIMYKOB, BCE SILUIMKK ObUIM OTKPbI™bl M HAaOWUTBI OTAENbLHBLIMH
JnUcTaMM 6yMaru, Tole M 6onee rpyboii, 4yem Ta, YTO NPUBLI-
yHa Pamcero.

Tekna XaK pa3 NMpUKIaabIBajia NeYaTKy Ha CBOEM KosblLE K
ooHOMY TakoMy JiHcTy. IlpeaBapuresHO oHa obMakHyna mne-
YaTKy B aTyl0 NOAYLIEYKy B GopMe rosioBbI KOUIKH, OOpaMIEHHYIO
cepebpoM. IIpy BHAC BOlIEALIMX OHA OTTOJIKHY/A IPYAY OXH-
JaBUIMX pelIieHHs OymMar M BcTana.

— TonyyeHo cooblieHHe, — OHAa He CTala TpaTUTh BpeMs
Ha NPUBETCTBHA, KaK OyaTo eifi HyXHO ObUIO HeMeLIEHHO
COOOLUIMTL UM O KAKOM-TO ApaMaTMYHOM NpOMCIUECTBUH. —
OTbickay, KaK yTBepxaaioT, Teno Kackapa. 9To opraHM30Ba-
Ho MenkondoM u bepranoM. CHoBa roToBuTCH mnorpebeHue
npuHua. ¥ MeHS npu3BIBAIOT O1S1 MCMIOJHEHUS MOEH POJM.
BepHyThcsa B OnMpoyH MHe He MNO3BOJIAT, Sl 3TO 3Halo, MOKa A
He o6pyuycs ¢ bepranoM. Ho nojiayr nu nena tak rmaaxko, Kak
OHH XOTHAT, 3TO Mbl €LIE NOCMOTPHUM.

Ovann ynanwicsa B Buam, odpuumanbHo, yTtobbl cobparth
noagaHbix Kackapa M npuBecTM HMX M1 NpolLaHHA K ero
Morwie. BuauH, — obbsAicHwia oHa PaMcelo, — Haxoaurcs B
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JIMYHOM RJIANEHUM HacsieAHuKa mMnepaTtopa. Ho Kackap npo-
BOAWI TaM oO4YeHb Mano BpeMeHM. OH He HHTepecoBaics
OGA3aHHOCTAMM TIPaBHUTENA, EMY HPaBWINCh TOJILKO YIOBOJIb-
CTBUS W MPUBWIEIUHM BJIACTH, BOT 3THM OH YRJIEKAJICS Ype3MEPHO.
Ho s He Mory nopeputb, 4yToObl OYa/ul NMOKOPHO NpPHU3HAN
cMepTh Kackapa ¥ roToB NOXOPOHMTD €r0.

A nonmyunna nUYHOE MUCLMO OT UMIMiepaTpuLbl KBeHapuabl.
HMneparop B 11060e MrHOBeHHe MoXeT oToiTH K ITocneaHum
BparaMm. Tak xak Oya/ul OTCYTCTBYeT, MMIICPATOPOM HeMel-
JIeHHO OyneT nposo3rauéH bepran, xora Kackap 1 He norpe6eH
ew€. JIoM nojioH ciyxaMH, NpOTHBOpeYallMMM IpyT aApyry. B
Tropozae BOJHEHME, U UMIIepaTpHLa NpHBea rBapaHIoO B COCTO-
SIHME TOTOBHOCTH. U TMpOCHT MEeHS SIBUTbCS KAK MOXHO CKopee.
OG6py4yenne c bepranoM nocneayet cpasy rnocJje ero npopo3ria-
LICHUS NpaBUTENIEM. ‘

OHa ropopwia BHEIIHE PaBHOAYUIHO M CIMOKOiHO, KakK
OynTo Bc€ 3TO HC MMeEET OTHOLUEHMS K €€ OyayleMy, ckopee
CJIOBHO 3TO YX€ B IPOLUIOM, OKPYXEHO HeNpeoaoJMMbIMH
CTeHaMH UcTopHH. PaMceit NoYyBCTBOBWI HCOXUAAHHOE XeNa-
HHe Bo3pasuTs. Kak Tekna MoOXeT BOCTIPMHMMATD €CTECTBEHHBIM
Takoe Oynoyuice, KaKk OyATo OHa Bellb, a HE JIMYHOCTb C
COOCTBCHHBIMH XeJJAaHUSIMH, COMHEHMsSIMH, cTpacTssMu? B ero
MMpE M B €r0 BpeMs COXPAHWIHCh JIMLIb NEPEXUTKH MOHap-
xuyeckoif mmactv. [la M caMM COXpaHHMBLUMECS] TPaBHUTEIH
ropasao cBobofHee, OHH He 3aCTHIBUIMG CHMMBOJIBI UCTOPHH H
Jonra, HaBceraa orpaxaéHHble oT obbryHBIX moned. U Texma
IU1S1 HETO — He CHMBOJI BJIACTH, OHA JIMYHOCTD, HCKITIOYHTEILHO
TIpUBJeKaTelbHasi ¥ yMHasl JeBylIKa, KoTopasl MOMOIJla eMy,
XOT$1 y He€ He 6bLIO 1S 3TOTo NPUYMH, NIOMOT/Aa CMAacTHCh OT
TeX CaMBIX CHJI, C KOTOPLIMM ceifyac co6HpaeTcsl CoeIMHHUTLCS,
COBCEM HE OyMasi O CBOMX IpaBax.

Ho oH He Mor HaiiTH cJioB, 4TOObI OCMOPUTb €€ BLIOOP.
CaMo CHOKOMCTBHE €€ peyH, NMPUHSATHE TOJIOXEHHMS TaKUM,
KaKOBO OHO €CTb, HAHEC/IH €My MOopaXeHHUe elwE A0 Toro, KaK
OH CMOT 3ar'OBOPHTb.
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— Ipyiinnbaa, Thl, KaK IJlaBa MOMX CJIyXaHOK, KOHEYHO,
noeaelb co MHOM B JloM. U Thl, — oHa KuMBHyna Pamcelo, —
NMOTOMYy YTO s cOOOLUWNa MMIepaTpHlie, YTO Thl NpUOBLT B
OnnpoyH. Tbl — MO¥ pOACTBEHHUK Yepe3 Jo4b MOEro Mnpanpa-
Aela, KoTopasl BhILIIA 3aMyX 3a HacnenHuka Jloma MoHeka. B
HacTosillee BpeMsl Tbi MO €IMHCTBEHHbIH KPOBHbBIN poAHY, H
TaK Kak Yial XejacT NpUACPXUBATbCS CTAPMHHBIX LiepeMo-
HMIi, KOTOpblc MOXHO BOCCTAHOBHMTb (TaK BCeraa INOCTYMaloT
HoBble Jloma), Tbl Oyaellb NPUCYTCTBOBaTb NMPU MOEM 0Opyye-
HuM. TonbKo He 3abbIBaii, YTO Thi KPOBHUK. Tebs He JOJDKHBI
BuAETb O6e3 Macki. Y Thl He nomkeH 6paTh B pyku opyxwue. Ho,
HeCOMHeHHO, IOpK Bcé 310 0OBsCHKMA TeOe?

— [Ma...

Texna He crana XaaTb NPOAODKEHHA.

— Xopoluo. § Te6e naM B CIYTH OAHOIO M3 CBOMX CTpaXXHH-
KOB, 3HaKOMoOro ¢ oobrasiMu TonkapHa. Ero asaas — oauH u3
HEMHOTHX KYTILIOB, KOTOpbI€ BCE el pellualoTcs Tyaa IUIaBaThb.
Cnyra pacckaxeT o Te6e M O TBOEM NOMOXEHHH IPYTUM CITyTaM.
Ho TaKk xak caMm 3a MopcM He 6bul, OH Bpsil JIM 3aMETHT TBOM
MeJIKHE TIPOMaXxH.

Ho s Mory caenatb ToNbKO TO, YTO Thl B COCTaBE MOE CBHTBI
npuegews B Jlom, Bo aBopeu. Tam Tbl Oynelub NpeaocTaBicH
caMm cebe. Ecnn cMoxelnb oKa3aTh AaBneHHe Ha Menkonda —
xopouo. Ho cogeTylo TcHe acHCTBOBaTbh HE TOPOMSICh ¥ OYEHB
OCTOPOXHO.

— l'ocnoxa, 3To Xe Hepa3yMHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJA ['pULIWIL-
na. — Tol BeAb pyyaellncs 32 Hero npu Asope B JloMe. A eciu
Bc€ oTKpoeTcsi? Mosi noporasi rocnoxa, 310 CJAMLIKOM OMNacHo
s Teds!

— A menalo 3T0 No ciaoBy Daaiic, — HErPOMKO OTBETHIA
Tekna. '

— O, 3t [1pocBewénnsie! — [pUuIMIBIA OGEHMH pyKaMH
caenana Xect, 6yaro yro-to orrankueas. — [ocnoxa, s 3Halo,
4TO ThI C/IyLIAC1b UX M MOBUHYeLILcss. Ho Beab OHU OTKpOBEH-
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HO TOBODSAT, YTO OAMH YeJIOBeK MX He 3a60THUT, TOJIBKO A0Opo
onsi BceX. OHM TNPUHECYT B XCPTBY AAXC 1e6ﬂ €C/M 3TO
COOTBETCTBYET MX IUlaHaM!

— 3710 BepHO, — comacuinack Tekna. — Ho B naHHOM
cnyyae Jnakic Jaja MHe CIOBO-0053aTebCTBO, YTO Sl HE Moc-
Tpanalo, eclii MoAAcpXy Toro, KTo 3aiMér Mecto Kackapa.

— CnoBo-obsizatenscTBo? — nosropwia ['puumnnena. —
Cnoso-obsizatensctso [TpoceeiucHHoii? ['ocnoxa, peako Koy
NMPHXOAWIOCH CJIbILIATh TaKoe.

— Jla. U g nocTymunio Tak, Kak OHa MHe NTIOCOBETOBaNa. A 4YTo
M3 3TOro BblilaeT, yBUOUM. [lepeiinéM K HEOTIOXHBIM NPaKTH-
yecKHMM nesiaM. Mbl ynetuM yrpoM Bo ¢aepe. 3Ty HOYD,
KY3€H, Thl NpoBeAélllb B ceBepHoit GaliHe. He cTouT, 4TO6bLI
Tebs1 KTO-TO BHAEJ, KpoMe TBoero Hoeoro cyrH Kbsipra. Takos
ob6bryaii: Thl HE JOJDKEH NMOKA3bIBATLCS JIIOASM.

Bckope Pamceidi crosn y OKHa, Xasesl, YTO He MOXET CHATb
MacKy, KoTopas yxe HaTéphna eMy lueio. Ho oH 3Han ot IOpka,
YTO 3TOrO HeNb3fl AeNaTh, MOKA OH HEe OCTAHETCS B OMMHOYeC-
TBe. 3a HUM IO KOMHATe XOAW1 YCNOBEK, MPUCTARIEHHbIA K
Hemy Teknoii. Cneayet noayMmatb, 4To oH OyaceT AcnaThb, Koraa
oHM gocTurHyT JloMa. Ho oH Tak MaJio 3HaeT, YTO OXXMIAET ero
TaM. Jlyylle npocTo nomoxaaTb M MOCMOTPETb, KAKOi LAHC
NMpeNoCTABUT eMy cyAbba.

CrpaHHo. Bc€ nmpoucxoasiuiee Kasanocb pacCyaMTEJIbHOMY
PaMceio KuMbony coBepuieHHO HeBepositHbIM. U He nepecraga-
J10 Ka3aTbcsl. TeM He MeHee OH yXe NPHHsU KaK $akT, YTo 3T0
npousowwio. OH XMBET BO CHe WIM rauniouuHauuu. Her,
CKOpee OH Momnan B MHUp, Napavlc/ibHblii €ro coOCTBEHHOMY,
BHayasle NMPHUBJEYCHHBINA cl0da CHaMM, a TOTOM NPCPEMECTHB-
LIKUCh HE B CBOE TeNo.

Tekna BepuT, yTo MaliMHa Menkonga Morna coBeplUNTb
Takoit nepexon... Pamceit nomuun cnosa IOpka, yro Koraa-To
B 3TOM MHpe CYlIeCTBOBaJa LUMBWIH3aLMsl, Gonee pa3BuTas,
YeM B ero Mupe. MoXHO cuuTaTth, 4T0 Menkond obHapyxmn
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NMPUHLMNbI, KOIAa-TO MCNONbL3OBABLUMECA 3THMH CynepMe-
HaMH.

OcTaBajiocb YCTAHOBWUTb, NECHCTBYCT JIM MaulMHAa B 06OMX
HaIpaB/ICHUSIX, MOXHO JIM 3acTaBUTh Mecikonga BepHyTh Pam-
cesti. M Tak Kak rpynna, WwieHOM KOTOpOii ABNAETCH YYEHDIH, HE
XKCJAcT NpHCYTCTBHUsE 3mcch Pamcesi, oHa Gyaer Tonbko pana
OTMPAaBMTh €ro Ha3ad. JToii rpynne BbIrogHo, YyToObl Kackap
ocTwicsi MEpTBbIM. TpoH roroB 3aHsATL bepran. Pamceit ans
3THUX JIoAcH MPCACTABISACT CWIbLHYIO YTpo3y; BO3MOXHO, OH
laXXe CMOXET CJIerka lIAHTAaXUpOoBaTb MX, ACHCTBYSl 4epe3
crapylo uMmnepatpuuy Wi Ocureca. HyxHo nomoxnmaTbh M
MOCMOTPETb.

Ha crneayrouiee yrpo oxuaaHue 3aBeplunioch TeEM, YTO OH
okasasics Bo ¢pnacpe, caMoM 00JbLIOM M3 BUACHHBIX WM. Tekna
U I'puwmnbaa yuuiM B oTAENbHYIO KAIOTY Yy HOCa MALLUMHBbI.
Pamceit cunen cpean crpaxHukoB Texnabl, cneBa OT Hero —
I0pk. OHM nonetenu Ha Kro-3anai, B CTOpoHy Ynana. Pamceit
JaXe He MbITAICS pa3roBapHBaTh. ‘

OH M He 3aMCTWI, KaK OHM MepeceKId TpaHMLYy, MoKa He
yBHIEN, YTO HX B BO3Ayxe OKpPYXWIH Apyrue caepbl —
NoY€ETHBII 3ckopT. [ToToMm noenu. MNpudmokancs Beyep, Korna
nokasanuch oriu Jloma. [opoa 11MpoKo packuHyJcst Ha paBHU-
HE BHM3Y.

[Mpu3seManancy, oHKM BHYTpH CTeH aBopua JloMa, TyT MX xaan
MOYETHDLINM Kapayn M ABA MOXWIBIX YCJA0BEKA, OAWH B YEpPHO-
6croii omexae, ApPYroi NMOYTH B TAaKOM Xe MJIMHHOM XENToM
MaHTHHM. O6Ga oHM cpa3y Hanpaswinch K Tekie.

Pamceii B3aporHyn, yBHOEB YEPHO-Se/Tyl0 MaHTHUIO. DTOro
Ye/NoBEKA OH ABAKAbLI BHAen B cBouMx cHax. UM Mor Obrmb
ToabKo OcHTec, TOT caMblif, YTO BOBJCK €I0 B 3Ty MEPCACIIKY.
PaMcelo xoTenoch paccepauThesi MPUH BUIE 3TONO XyAOro JHua
M ceabix Bosoc. Ho OH HCMBITHIBAI He THEB, a CKOpee BO30yX-
IeHHUC, HeTeprncHHe YeaoBcKa, KOTOPOMY NpencCTOHT
neiictroBath. M Kmo4oM K 3THM aeiictBuaM 6yner Ocwurec.
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I'naea 6

PaMceit cHsn man, paccTerHy/ LAMOYKy BMECTC C MAacKOH,
noa KoTopoii Ha 16y ero BeicTynwi not. Ho MacKy cHMMaTh He
cran, notoMy yro KwapT Bcé ewé BO3IWICS B NOMeELICHHH,
oTBeI€HHOM poacTBeHHMKY Texipl. K ToMy Xe... Pamceit no-
JIO3PUTE/IbHO M3YYWI ONHY CTEHY, 3aTeM Apyryi. Bo3moxHo,
3Ta LMBWIM3aLMA clU€ He OolIa A0 «XYYKOB» B KOMHare
YyeJIoBeKa, KOTOpOro MNMoAo3peBaloT obnanaiomine Biacthio. Ho
3TO He 3HAYMT, YTO 32 HUM He MOIYT TailHO Habmoaarth Yyepe3
KaKoi-HUOyab Ma30K. STOT ABOpEll MOXOX Ha CpeAHEeBEeKOBOE
COOpYXEHHE H cpa3y 3acTaB/IseT BCIOMHHUTDb O TalHbIX Nepexo-
Jax, Ia3KaXx M BceX OCTalIbHBIX IMOMOILUHHMKAX ABOPLIOBbLIX
HHTPHI.

Tak yto nyyuie 6yaeT He CHUMaTh MacKy, Kakoii 6bl TeCHO
OHa HM Ka3anacb. Ecay rae-To 3a 3TMMM yBellaHHBIMH 3aHaBe-
CSIMH CTEHaMM CKOPYMJICS IUINTHOH, OH HeE HOJKEH HOJIOXMTb,
yTO BepHyscsa Kackap — M Ha 3TOT pa3 BEPHY/CS XXMBbIM.

[ToMelueHe eMy OTBEAM NPOCTO pocKowHoe. B HEM cTosin
IUTMHHBIA OMBAaH, MOKPLITbIA TOJNCTOM 3CACHOH TKaHbIO, a Ha
MOJTy, Ha KOBpE TAKOIO XC€ LBETa BAISUIOCh MHOXECTBO KBaA-
PaTHLIX NMOAYLUEK, KOTOPLIC CAYXAT TYT CTYAbsAMH. TaM M TyT
ObUIM paccTaBlieHbl MUICHbKHE CTOJIMKH, @ Ha HUX CTaTy3TKH,
KyOkm, yauum. PaMmceit pelin, YTo 3To 9KCNOHAThI BBICTABKH, a
He 0ObIMHASA nocyaa, NOTOMY YTO BcC OHH SIBHO ObUTH HM3roTOB-
JICHLl H3 JPAroUCHHBIX MCTWUIOB HJAM TNOJYAPAroucHHLIX
KAMHeEH. )

JLnMHHbIE OKHA C/ieBa BLIXOAWIN He BO BHELUIHWH MMp, a Ha
y3KHiT 6alkoH Haa ABopoM. CHIi3y JOHOCHIMCH NpHKa3sbl. TaMm
NMpPOXOAMIN YYEHHUsI KAKOMo-TO OTPsiaa.

I'ne-To B 3TOM OOWIMPHOM JBOpLE CNpsiTaHa JabopaTopus,
KOTOPYI0 OH XOpOLIO TMOMHHUT MO CHaM B CBOCM MHpe H
BpeMeHH. Tlocne Toro kKak Kbsaprt pazobpan 6arax, npuBc3cH-
HbIii M3 OnupoyHa, Pamceit ormyctin ero. OH xoren Obulo
MOMPOCHTD CNYTY IEPXAaTh Yl OTKPLITBLIMH M cooOlIaTh eMy
BCE, YTO OH ycasnuuT. Ho puckoBaTh He cTan.
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IOHo1a cen Ha AMBaH, TONLKO ceifyac HayMHasi MOHHMATh,
KaKue TPYAHOCTH eMy npcactost. KoHeuHO, OH MOXET Mnonbi-
TaTbc caM NO3HakoMUTbcs ¢ MenkondoMm, Ho Pamceit
COMHEBAJICA, YTO €My yAacTCsl 3TO cAc/IaTbh, He BbI3bIBasi MONO-
3peHuid. OH HUKOTAA He Urpal poJib JETEKTHBA U HE HMEET HU
MaJiciilicro npeAcTariceHus, ¢ yero Hayatb. PaMceil npuHsuics
BCIMIOMHHATDh CHbl, KOTOpbIC BOBJICKIM CIO B 3TO AMKOE NpH-
KnoucHHe. MoxeT, IIe-To B €ro NaMsTH CKpbIBaeTCsl KoY.

[epBblit coH. OH uennkoM 6buT noceguweH Ocurecy. Cra-
PMK B MJIMHHOI 4E€pHO-Oelol MaHTHMM cHOENl B Kpecie C
BbICOKO# pE3HOM CITUHKOM, NoJIOBa €ro Kacasiach 3TOH CIIMHKH,
TaK YTo noabopoaoK ObL1 YyThb NMPUNOMHAT; 3aKpbITble IM1as3a,
HENOABWXKHOCTb M 3aCTbUIOCTb (PUIYpBI CBHAETC/ILCTBOBAIH,
Kak Kasanocbh Pamcelo, o nonHol cocpenoToueHHOCTH. B aToM
cHe Pamceii cmorpen Ha [lpocBelUEHHOIO C/IOBHO CKBO3b
Kakoe-To oKHo. MIx OyaTo Obl pasgensuio nmpo3padyHoe CTeKO.

Ho xak oH HHM cTapaicsi, Mor BCIIOMHHUTb Tonbko OcHreca,
Kpec/io, OLUyUleHHe IITYyOOKOH MNOrpyX€HHOCTH B 3a0yMuH-
BOCTb, KOTOpOE NMpOM3BOAWI LIaMaH. PaMceit He akT€p B 3TOM
CHe, OH TOJIbKO NMOCTOPOHHUI HaGmioaareb.

OTOT NepBbli KOHTAKT, AOJDKHO ObITh, O3Hayas, yro Ocurec,
OoOBICKMBaBLIWI HHbIE MUPBI B NMOUCKAX «1BoHHUKa» Kackapa,
HakoHcu o6Hapyxwun Pamces. Torma caM PaMceit Huxakoro
LYpHOro npeayyBcTBUsi He ucnbital. [1pocHycs ¢ owyeHHEeM
JobonbitcTBa. UMCHHO M1060NBITCTBO 3aCTABWIO €10 paccKa-
3aTb 0 TOM cHe I'pery. [1pocTo NOTOMY YTO TOT COH ObLN sAicHEe
M OTYETIMBEE, YeM J1I000i ApyTOii, KaKoif OH MOT BCTIOMHUTD.

Pamceii yBuaen Ocureca B Kpecjie — MOXET, LIaMaH TOXe
Buaen cod? Mam 3acrapnsn cebst McKaThb 3a npefeiaMH CBOEro
mupa? Yrto ganbuue?

Bropo#t coH. OcHurec npHCYTCTBOBAT M B HEM, HO YX€ He
NacCHBHbIM, He ApewiolMii B cBoéM Kpechie. OH crosu,
OTKpBIB IJIa3a, AepXa B pyKe KpYIJIblii OnecTsumii npeamer,
noxoxuit Ha 3epkano. [Ipeamer otpaxan cser. lllamaH ocro-
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POXHO NOAHS €ro, Nokayan B3aA-Bnepél, NOKa OTpaXCHHE He
nonano npsiMo B masa Pamceio.. Ha 3TOT pa3 oluylleHHS CTEHbI
MeXAy HUMHU He MOSBWIOCH; HANMpoTHUB, caM Pamcel, MHILEH-
Hblif CIOCOOHOCTH ABUIaTbCSA, KAKMM-TO 0Opa3oM oKaszajicsl B
HE3HaKOMOM NoMelleHUH BMecTe ¢ OcurecoM.

[ToMewieHue? Pamceli 3aKpbul rnasa, nornbiTancs NpUIoM-
HHUTb — HE LLIAMaHA C €ro CBEPKAIOWIMM 3epKaJioM, a TO, YTO
HaXOAWIOCh 32 HHM.

CTeHBbl... [a... Ha HUX 3aHABECH... OYCHb NOXOXHE HA Te, YTO
Tenepb ApanupoBad ero KoMHaTy. Kakoi pHcyHOK ObU1 Ha
31X 3aHaBecsix? He XuBoTHbIe M NMTHLIbI, KOTOpLIX PaMceit Mor
YBUIETb, OTKPbIB [J1a3a; CKopee Y€pHble U Oenble TMHUM, TC Xe
LBETa, YTO B ofeXae LwaMaHa. JIMHMKH oOpa30BbIBAIM CNOXHBIN
reoMeTpuyeckui pucyHok. Ho Buaen oH 1x HesicHo, ¥ noTpe-
60BaIOCH OTPOMHOC YCHIHE BOJIM, YTOOBI BOOOLIEC BCTIOMHMTD
mx. JIy4 cBeTa, HanpaBieHHbIH €My B I71a3a, 3aCTaBsU1 cocpe-
JOTOYMBATLCA TOJILKO Ha llIaMaHe.

Teneps TpeTHit...

CHosa OcHTcc, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 He oauH. K HeMy npucoenu-
HUMCh el ABoe. JKeHIUMHA, CUACBILAS B KPCCJle C TSDKEbIM
6annaxyuHoM. E€ ckpbiBanu TeHH, n PaMmceii ¢ TpyaoM pasnuyan
e€ durypy. Ilo Apyryo cTopoHy OT Kpecna cTosi eli€ OAWH
MyX4uHa. OH 6bU1 3HAYMTEILHO MOJIOXE llaMaHa, B CEpoOM
KOCTIOME — TPHMKO M KYPTKa OAHOTO LIBETa, Ha Tuleye U300pa-
XeHHe opna-scTpeta. OcuTec NoKas3biBan Hanpap/ICHHE, a 3TOT,
Menkond, NpUBRIEK HayKy C €€ CHIaMM.

DTO NPEeAnoNoXeHHe 04eHb NIOXOAMJIO Ha HCTHHY. XopoLlo.
Pamceii nocuuTan, yTo Tenepb y3HaeT Bpara B JIMLO.

Tpwm cHa. A yeTBEpTbIi?..

OcHrec cOLIEN cOo cleHbl, He ObL10 BUAHO M XEHILUWHEHI B
3aBellleHHOM TKaHblO Kpeciic. Pamceit Bmaen Tonbko Menkosn-
da, yy€Horo, sicHo ouyepyeHHOro Ha ¢oHe TyMaHHOrO
OoKpyxeHMsl. OH BCTaB/A1 SILLUMK CO CTEPXHEM B KBAIPaTHYIO
KPBILIKY KaKOro-to OonblIOro anmnapara, KOTOpbIi JOXOAWI
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eMy o mueda. PaMmceit nepesén abvxanue... JJoooxkHo ObITh, 3TO
M €CTb MalIMHa, O KOTopoii rosopwia Tekna.

OH nonbITAICA COCPeJOTOYMTBCS Ha MALUMHE, HO BHAen
MEXaHHM3M CJIOBHO CKBO3b CTEHY nanalouei eoasl. OAHO MIrHO-
BEHHE OHa ObLIa SICHO BUIIHA, a yXe B clleflylolllee €€ CKpbiaia
Menkas psgob. Ho oH ObicTpo NoOHsU1, YTO €My NPENCTOUT HMETD
neno He ¢ MawnHOM. Her, cienoBano BHHUMaTe/bHEH OCMOT-
peTb nomciueHye. Ha yto oHo 6bU10 noxoxe?

CTcHbL... KAMEHb, HUKAKHX 3aBeC, KaK B NpelblIyliHX CHO-
BuneHusax. I[lpasaa, cam kaMeHb cBemiee. B nomeiueHum
HaxoAWIHCb M Ipyrve YCTAHOBKM, KpoMe Ky0a, ¢ KOTOpPLIM
paboran Menkond. K HecyacTbio, Bo BpeMs cHa Bcé BHUMaHHe
PaMces 6b110 cocpefoToyeHO Ha y4EHOM. MoXeT, B MOMEHT
KOHTAKTa €ro MNpocTO OTTOPaXMBAJIM OT BCEIO OCTaIbHOTO?

He coBceM, NoTOoMy 4TO OH BCMOMHMJI ISITHI COH nepen
NOCJIEAHUM, OT KOTOPOIO OH OYHYJICS, YTOObI MOCTYXHTb Lie-
J15IM cooOLHUKOB Menkanda. B naToM cHe OH 1€ Mo WIMHHOMY
KOpHIOpY, BcJeld 33 YelOBEKOM B YEPHO-6enoil MaHTUM, BCE
ero BHMMaHHe ObUIO NPHMKOBAHO K rojioBe waMaHa. Ocurec
npubNM3NICA K CTeHe, rae Ha naHenu 6Gnectena 30/0ToM
roJioBa opJia-sicTpeba.

[llaMaH TOpOMIMBO OINIAesICS, CIOBHO XOTe/ YOeaHThCH,
YTO OH OaMH. PaMces Bapyr ynuBma 310T COH. OH 6bUT ABHO He
noxox Ha octanbHbie. Hu Ocurec, HU Menkong He npeactany
nepea HUM JIMLOM K JIMLY, HE HCIOJb30BAIU 3epKaiblie WIH
sunk. [loxoxe, Ocurec Booblue He nmonospesan o6 ero npu-
cyrctBMH. Ho kak Toraa ycraHoBuiach cBsizb? MoXerT,
CBS3aBLIMCbh C HHM OfHAXAbl, LIAMaH NPHOTKPbLI ABEPDb, BeAy-
LLIYIO B OOOMX HarnpaB/ICHMSX, Y XXEPTBA NPEeBpaTWIACh B LLITHOHA?

Bo BcakoM cayuae, Pamceil yBmaen, Kak liaMaH NOAHSLI
CTapylo, B MyTAHHULIE BeH, PYKy H KOCHYJICA KOHLIA pacnpocTep-
TOro KpbLla NTHUbI, KaK OyaTo c cwioit Haxumasa. B orser
naHenb packononach B LeHTpe. OcHrec ObICTPO NpOLLEN B
OTBEPCTHE, NpIKMMasa K cebe MaHTHIO.
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EMy npuuwioch ABHraticst 6b1CTpO, MOTOMY YTO NAHENb TYT
Xe 3axJIONHYy/Nach, Kak OyaTo e€ MexaHHW3M paboTan Ha Tyroi
NpyxuHe. 34ech BO CHE HacTynmwia nepemeha, NMOMEHsUICS
¢oH.

PaMceli cHOBa yBHAE JaG0OpPaTOPHIO, HO Tenepb Noja ApYyrUM
yraoM. Ocutec nepea HUM CNycKaics 1o JIECTHHLUE B NPOCTOp-
HO€, €CJIM CPAaBHHUTb C COrOeHHOM (DUIypoii LLIaMaHa, MOMELLICHHE.
HaxoauBuieecs 3aech 00OpyAOBAHHE Pe3KO KOHTPACTHPOBIO
CO CpeIHEeBEKOBOH BHEWIHOCTbIO ABopua B Jlome. Pamceil He
y3Ha1 HUYEro U3 YBUAEHHOIO, HO €ro Nnopa3swio BrneyaTieHHe,
YTO 3TO OOOpydOBaHHE Ha CTOJIETMSl OMepexaeT BCE, YTO OH
BMIE BO CHaX M B PealbHOCTH, BO BcEM Yale M BO ABOpLE.

Onepexaet Ha croneTus? Unu npyuuio U3 npouUUIbIX 310X,
HeoXxuaaHHo noayman Pamceit. Pacckaz Opka — o Bbicoko-
Pa3BUTOI TEXHOJIOTHYECKOH LIMBWIN3aLMH, KOTOpasi CTHHYJa B
Xaoce MHpOBO# BOMHBI. A ecu Menkond, 4enoBek, KOTOPOro
B HacTosiliee BPEMSI MOXHO CYMTAaTb INOJYYMBLUMM Hay4HYIO
NOJATOTOBKY, NPOCTO Halweén oGopyloBaHHE MNPOLLUIONO WIH
3HaHUsA, KOTOpble NIOMOIJIM €My 3aHOBO CO3aThb 3TH 3KCIEpPH-
MCHTaIbHble YcTaHOBKH? B0o3MOXHO, TaKoB OTBeT.

OcuTec HakoOHell CIYCTWICA Ha NnoJj J1abopaTopuH, NpouEn
yepe3 He€. HeoxanmaHHoO oTKyaa-To nosiswimch Menkond u
BepTan, cnoBHO WIaMaH No3Ban MX.

XoTs BM3yalIbHO CHLI ObUIM O'iCHb OTYETIMBLIMM, Pamcei,
KAK M paHblle, HMYero B HUX He cCablllal. YBUIOEB, KaK
COBELIAIOTCA 3TH TPOE, OH MOXales, YTO He obafaeT CIyxoM.
Ho xors cnoB oH He cabnuan, obuiee Bo30yxaeHue, Heobxoau-
MOCTb B AeMCTBMAX Xopowo oiuytwia. OcHrec noBepHyJcs,
OCTWIbHbBIE ABOE comnpoBoxaaiu ero U TyT...

PaMceii nokayan ronoBoit, oTKpbL1 I1a3a. B ToT MOMCHT OH
u npocHyncs. [locne 3Toro 611 €1IE TONBKO OAMH COH, TOT, YTO
NMPHBEN €ro cloaa, Nnocje KOTOPOro OH OLUYTWI HenpeoJoluMoe
KeJlaHue BbIITH, MoeXaThb B ropbl, rie ¥ NMPOH30LUIO KPYLUCHHE.
OH noMHII B TOM nocieaHeM cHe Menkosada M yenoscka, B
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KOTOpOM Tenephb y3Han npuHua beprana, apoiopogHoro 6para
6ecnomoinHoro Kackapa.

B naroM cHe He 6bUIO HHYEro, YTO OH CMOT GBI MCHOJB30-
BaTb ISl OOCTIDKEHMst CBOMX Lenei. Tolbko Ta naHelb C
NnoTaiiHOM ABEpbIO, Benylleii B nabopaTopuio. Ho paspewiar o
€My OTKpBITO pasryJiMBaTh NO MWIAM KOPHIOPOB ABOpLA B
NoKcKax no3onoyeHHoi nrvub? K ToMy xe Mx Moxer 6bITb
MHOI0, TaK KakK opcn-acTpe6 — 310 rep6 npassliel AMHACTHH.

A ecnu Hoyblo? Ho Benb B Kopuaopax paccTaBleHbl 4aco-
Bble. CkonbKo cMoXeT OH npoitH? B kakoM HanparneHHH?
PaMceii pazapaX€HHO pacXaXXuBasl B3aX M BNEepEén No KOMHare,
Tepebsi 3aBS3KN CBOEro KariolloHa. XoTeJoch COPOCHTD €ro u
Macky, HO OH MO-TpeXHeMy He peluacs.

Menkond, Ypceuk u Bepran — Texna npeaynpeawna ero,
YTO 3TH TPOE MOTYT B3STb J€JIO B CBOH PYKH M JOOHUTLCS, YTOObI
Kackap win Tot, k1o BeirsaauT Kackapom, 6onblue HUKoraa He
NpHYMHSUT UM GecriokoiicTBa. OcHTec U cTapas MMInepaTpHLa
MPOTUBATCA TAKUM peLUIMTENbHbIM MepaM. PaMmceii cocpenoro-
YWICH Ha lUaMaHe.

Mo cnosam puuwnwasl, 3TH IpocBeliEéHHEBIE He AyMalOT 06
OTAENbHBIX JHYHOCTSX. OHU AyMaloT o OyoylieM M cTapalorcs
TaK MaHHUITyTMPOBaTh JIOAbMHU M COOBITUSIMM, YTOOLI AOGUTLCSA
XenaeMbIx pe3yabTatoB. OyeBuaHo, OcHTec cyUTal, YTO yCTpa-
HeHHe Kackapa, Kotopoe nomciuaeT Oyauly npaBHUTh YaaoM,
OYEeHb BAXHO.

Ho noagepxut nm Ocurec nogsenbHoro Kackapa B ero
XeNaHUM BEPHYTLCSl Ha3al, B peaJlbHOCTb, KOTOPOH OH NpH-
Hawiexut? M jpaxe ecnn 1iaMaH OTHECETCS K HeMy Ipy-
XECTBEHHO, XBaTHT JIH Y HEro RBIMSHMS, YTOObI 31CTaBUTb
NapTHIO UMICpaTPHLbI MOWTH Ha 3TOT 1War?

Texna pasMecTWiach B TaK HasbiBaeMoii 2Kéntoii GawiHe.
PaMmceit yepe3s KbapTa Nerko y3Han, rae OHa pacrnosioXeHa
OTHOCHMTEJIBHO €ro KOMHaThl. Beh OH B KOHLIE KOHLIOB €IMH-
CTBEHHBIII poAcTBeHHUK Texnnl. U Kak TakoBOii, UMeeT Bce
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OCHOBAHHUsl HCKaTb ¢€. BO3MOXHO, OHa NMOMOXET €My peUIuTb
HECKOJIbKO rosoBosioMok. He nmomelnaet yBuaeTscst ¢ Heid.

PaMceii pellINTeNbHO 3aCTErHY KaMOLOH, OCMOTpe cebsl B
3epKasio, 4ToObl yOGeAMTHCS, 4TO YepThl Juua Kackapa He
BUOHBI. EMy nokasanochb, 4TO OH NPOM3BOAMT BecbMa MpayHoe
BMeyYaT/icHUe B CBOEM KPAacHOM KOCTIOME, B KanioOllioOHE H
Macke, CKpbIBaloLIeii 60b1UyIo YacTb MMuUa. B ronose MenbkHy-
Jla KapTHHA — CpeHEBCKOBbBIN Nanay, ofeTblii TOYHO, KaK OH,
XKOET XepTBY.

Ho onHoBpeMeHHO PaMceit 6b11 yOexXaeH, 4To gake Bpaxaco-
HO HacTpocHHas 6aOymika Kackapa He y3HaeT ero B 3TOM
00amnKe, ¥ MoToMy Bcé-TakM ocMemwicsl BuIHTH. HecMoTpsa Ha
MpayHYyl0 BHELIHOCTb, MO OObMNAsIM 3TOr0 MHpa OH He ObLl
BOOpPYXEH MU NMOTOMY He onaceH. OOLEeNnpUHATLIA KOPOTKMiA
MCY He OTAIOLII ero MNosic, CTArMBaBLIMI KYpPTKY.

ITon mackoii Pamceii yyTh ynbibHynacsa. Kaxaomy Mupy cBon
yMeHusa. OH BHHMMaTeNlbHO ciaywan pacckadbsl MOpka, Koraa
BCTCPaH OMHUCHIBA] CBOE YYACTHC B KAMMAHUSX NMPOTHUB pa3boi-
HHUKOB B ropax. Beuio oueBMaHO, 4To HU B Ynaxe, HU B
OnupoyHe KapaTe HHKOMY He HM3BeccTHO. Pamceii pasmsin Mbiwl-
ubl pyk. [1o KpaitHcit Mepe y Hero ecTb CBOE TaliHOE opyXie.
OH yxe 3HaI IO CBOUM OMNbITaM, NMPOBEAEHHBIM B OIMHOYECTBE
B OXOTHMYbEM OOME, YTO 3HAKOMbIE NMPHUEMBI NEPELIUIH U B €10
HoBoe Tcsio. OH MoKa ABUraics YyThb MeAJIeHHee, YyThb ciabee
obbriHoro. Ho M 310 NpoMa€T ¢ TPEHMPOBKAMH.

OH Bbllle]1 B KOPHIAOP M LEJEYCTPEMICHHO OBMHYNACA O
HeMy. Ho BbicMaTpMBan He TONMBKO CTPaXHMKOB, KOTOpbIE
MOTYT NperpajauTb eMy MyTb, HO U CTeHHble naHesu. [loutn Bce
MOKPLIBAIX CJIOXHbIE PUCYHKH M3 apabecoK, HO HMKAKoOro
HaMméka Ha nrul. [loBepHyB B ApyToif KOpHAOp, KOTOPLIIt, KaK
OH 3Han, Bea€T npaMo K XKénroit 6auiHe, Pamceii 3aMeTw, 4TO
MaHeIU Ha CTeHaX CMEHWIMCh HEerNTyOOKMMM HMIUAMM, B KaX-
IO M3 KOTOpbIX CTOsU1a Hebosbllas CTaTys KaKoro-HuOyab
yynosuilla. Bce X1BOTHbIE pa3Hble M BCe BbLIMIAAAT PpaHTACTH-
yecku. PaMmcelo noxasanoch, yto MatepuasioM sl U3BAsTHHIA,
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KaK U Ui CTaTy3TOK B €10 KOMHare, TOCTYyXWIM NOoJyaparo-
LIeHHble KAMHH, KBapll U, MOXCT ObITb, fllIMa, HO OH TaK Mallo
NMOHKMaJ B 3TUX NpelMeTax, YTO He MOT ObITb YBEpPEH.

Kopuaop oOpbiBanicsi HC OBepbio, HO apKOM, TMOKpPBITOMH
No30JI0TOif NO IIAaNdKoW KpacHOBaTO-KOPHUYHEBOH MNOBepX-
HOCTH. ApKa BbIBOAWIA Ha JiecTHHUY. Tonbko 3aech eMy
BCTpCTIWICA NepBblif ctpaxHUK. Ho PaMceli He ocTaHasnuBa-
cs, He 3aMelssil Xoaa, LIEN, KaK YelloBeK, 3HAIOLIMM, Kyna
MOET, U He OXWAAOLIMI BCTPETUTDb Nperpany.

MuHOBaB YacoBoro M MOAHMMASChL MO JleCTHHLE, Pamceit
06s1eri€HHO BbLIOXHYA. CTPaXHUK NPUBETCTBOBA €0 MOAHSA-
Tol pykoH; PamMceii mocne Hemonaroro KojneGaHHMs OTBETHI
OBIDKEHMCM nanbueB; KOpK Haydywn ero 3ToMy TONKaApHCKOMY
NPUBETCTBUIO, KOTOPbLIM OOMEHHMBAIOTCS NpeACTABUTENH pas3-
HbIX K1acCOB.

Ho cnepoBano caepxarts ToporummeocTb. B 3THX Kopuaopax
OH Kasajcsi caMoMy ce6e OOHaXXEHHBIM U yA3BUMbBIM. HyxHo
NMpcoAoJIeTb 3TO YYBCTBO, €CJAM OH XOYeT HAWTH MaHeslb C
nortaiiHod asepblo. K ToMy Xe Tenepb eMy GoJibllie Bcero
XoTenoch yBUaAeTb Tekny.

Ilepen e€ OBcpblo CTOST HABBITSDKKY BTOPOM CTPaXHMK.
PaMcelt noHanesuicsl, YTO 3TO MOYETHbBIM KapayJ, a He nperpana
Ha ITyTH POACTBEeHHHKA H3-3a Mops. U ero Hamexnaa moareep-
AWnach, NOTOMY YTO CTPAXKHMK IPUBETCTBOBA €ro M cam
NOCTYYQ1 B ABEPb.

Orkpbuta aBcpb I'puumnnna. YeuneB Pamcesi, oHa Toxe
TPHUBETCTBOBA1A €10 U OTCTpaHWIAach, Npomyckass BHyTpb. Ho
JIMLO €€ NpPHHANIO CTpaHHOe BblpaxXeHHc, Pamceit He MoHs
€ro, HO pelUWI, YTO JIydlle NPOSIRIATh OCTOPOXHOCTb.

[lepea TeM caMbiM ATHHHBIM AWBAHOM, Ha KoTOpoM Pamceit
MOJIYYHN CBOIl NMCPBLIA YpoK fA3bIKa, cTostna Texna. Jluuom K
Heli — bepran; BeaMkonenue ero Hapsiia Ka3ajoch KpHYallMM
IO CPaBHEHHIO CO CITOKOIHOM 3JIETAHTHOCTbIO TEKIBl M BKYy-
COM, KOTOpLIi NPOSIBIAJICA BO BCEH OOCTAHOBKE KOMHATBI.
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— A, poauny! — ynpiOHynach Tekna. PaMccii, HaBepHoe, ObLT
eIMHCTBEHHBIM 4esoBekoM B JloMe, Koro 6bl OHa ceiiyac
noxenana BuaeTh. — Kakas ynaya, Thl KaK pa3 BOBpeMs,
Apnyr. IIpuHu Bepran, 370 MO KpOBHBI pOACTBEHHMK H3
Tonkapha, masa JloMa Onbsitra. Apayrt, 310 npuHU bepTtan.

IOpx xopowo Beiukomn Pamces. Hu oavH maBa goma
TonkapHa He COYTET MMIIEPCKOIO NpHHLUA, MYCTh U CaMOro
HacJleIHHMKA MpecTona, Bbllie cebd — Tonbko paBHbIM. U
PaMceii oTBeTHN NMpPUBETCTBMCM, YyTb OoJiee 3aMETHBLIM, YeM
cTpaxHHKY. OH TOYHO HCTOMHWA Npeanucanusa IOpka.

Bepran Haxmypwuica. Tekna, HecMOTps Ha cepbE3HOE Bblpa-
XEeHMe NMLa, CMeloLIMMHMCA Ia3aMM Habimomana 3a HUMH.
PamMmceii peunut, yTo oHa 3abaBnseTcs peakudei NMpHHLA Ha
nono6Hy10 HeOpeXxHYI0 haMWIbIpHOCTb. bepTan ¢ Takum pea-
KO BCTpeyascs.

— TIlpuBercTByeM Tebs1, mapa JloMa, — ronoc beprana
Npo3ByYa XoNoaHO. PaMceii 3aMeTN, 4TO OH yXe Monb3yercs
HMMNEpPaTOPCKUM «MbI», XOTAl OTHIOAb HE NPOBO3MIALIEH UMIeE-
paTopoM. — 3DTO0 HNEHCTBUTENLHO Oosbllasi ygaya, YTO Tl
NpUOLUT B CTOJIb MOAXOAALUHH MOMEHT M CMOXELUb MOCTYXHTb
POINCTBEHHHKOM-CBHAETEEM NPH 0OpyYeHHUH JIEAN FepLIOTHHU
Texnbl.

— [Jonr poayya CTOSITh psSAOM C HCBECTOM B TAKOM Jene, —
OCTOpOXHO oTBeTHN PaMceli, crapasich He BblaaTh cebs1 aKLICH-
TOM WIH HeyMeJIbIM NPOHM3HOLIEHHCM CJIOB.

— HMenHo Tak, — bepTan oTKkpoBeHHO H3yyan ero. — Jlean
cKa3aja, YTo Thl HellaBHO M3 ToJsKapHa.

— Jla, — Pamceii nbITasics oTBe4yaThb KaK MOXHO KOpoue.

— Te6e nose3no, masa [Joma, YyTO Tbl HaliEN Kopabib.
MaJio KTo myckaercs B HalliM JHHM B 3anagHble MOpsl.

Pamceii noHsu1, YyTo TOT npoBepsicT ero.

— Mayo. Ho Koe-KTo Bcé Xe mnuaBaeT 3a MOPCKOH KOCTbIO
u 3on0ToM. Korna peub HAET 0 npuOLUIH, KyTLbI cMesieloT. YeM
MeHblle Kopabneil, TeM Bbillle LieHbl Ha pbIHKax OnuMpoyHa.
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— 3710 TOYHO, — BMelnanack Texna. — 3a Takoif rpy3 y Hac
Tenepb MHoro ruiatar. byas B TonkapHe nocnoxoiiHeii, Top-
TOBIS MeXIYy HallMMU CTPaHaMH, BbIToAHas sl OBOMX,
oXuBWIach 6b1. MoxeT ObITb, H TaM Korga-HHOyAb MOSIBUTCH
YeJioBeK C MYOpPOCTbIO M IYXOM TBOero 6saropogHoro gena,
Mexnyycobuupl npekparsarcsa. Ho, bepran, g 6naromapHa Tebe
3a CTO/ME TIPHATHBIA BU3MUT.. — TEepLOTHHS B3MaXOM pYyKHU
yKa3asia Ha 3eJIEHYI0 Basdy ¢ 6ONbIUMM OYKETOM peyHbIX JIMJIMIA,
KOTopble U3aBaIM cnagkui apomar. — Ilepenait e€ napcrBeH-
HOMY BEJIMKOJIENHIO MOH YBEPEHHS, YTO 51 rop/ia YeCTbIO IIOCETUTD
e€ B YETBEPTOM Yacy JHA.

OHa HacToNbKO IBHO BHINMPOBaXHBasia ero, yro bepran He
MOI oOcTaBaTbcs, He nposirnss rpyooctd. Ho, BbIxoas, oH
6pocun Ha PaMmces B3msin, KOTOpLI CBHIAETE/ILCTBOBAI, YTO
TPUHLYY HE XOYeTcs OCTaBJIATb 34ech yyxe3eMua. Texna nono-
Xaana, Noka 3a NMPUHUEM He 3aKpoercs Asepb. VI3 cocenHeit
KOMHaThl Cpa3y BbicKosb3Hyna I'pHuIinaa, nogouwa K ABEpH
M TNpHXKAAch K HEil yXoM.

Pamceii He cTanl TpaTUTb BPEMEHH.

— Xopowo 1M Thl 3Haellb 3TOT ABopel, Jieau? — crpo-
CHJI OH.

— He Tak xopowio, xak B HprtHile, HO B oblieM OH MHe
sHakoM. Korma s 6bL1a ManeHbKO#, Mama 4acTo NpHBO3WIA
MeHs ciona. Ctapasi MniepaTprLia — e€ JBolopofHas 6abyiuka.
A 4r0?

— He BcrioMHHLUB M ThI KOPUAOP, BbUIOXKEHHLIH MNMaHess-
MH C 30JI0TLIMH repb6aMy HMIIEpPAaTOPCKOro aoma?

— Jla, Takoi KOpHIOp BEIET B YaCTHbIE IOKOH UMIIEPATPH-
ubl. Takux naHenei AecsATh, NO NATb C KAKAOH CTOPOHBI. A 4YTO
Tbl HLICLUB?

— Mecro, rae ckpbiBaercs Menkond. S BcnoMHMn 3TOT
MyTh N0 OJHOMY M3 CHOB, KOTOPBIMM MEHsl 3aMaHWIH cloza.

JleByluka npUKycuIa KOCTSIUKM NajblLEB, He OTpbIBast OT
Hero B3msga. Ho cnoBHO €ro He BHOena, a QyMana o Y€M-TO
CBOEM.
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— Xopowo, Thl HaHAEWb 3TO MecTo. YTO ThI caenaeub,
ecau Menkond oTKaxeTcs MCNOJbL30BaTh CBOIO MAlLMHY IS
TBOCIO BO3BpaLlICHHA? ’

PaMceit noxan rueyamm.

— Orkyna MHe 3Hath? Ho, MOXeT, A1 Koe-4To y3Halo, eClu
nobepych Tyma. Jleay, Kak Thl AyMaellb, NMOAIEPXMUT MEHs
Ocurec?

— He 3Haw. 310 3aBucUT oT noautuku [IpocBellEHHBIX
OTHOCHTEJILHO Oyayuiero Yiana. S 3Haio, YyTo B MOeii cTpaHe
npopoyuua dpaiic npeacKasaja: TBOE NPHUCYTCTBHE BbI3OBET
nepeMmeHsl. Ecnu 3tH nepe JMeHbl nporuBopeyar ruiaHam Ocure-
ca, OH MOXET MoAIepXarhb Teos.

— A MoxeT OH noBnausaTbh Ha Menkonda?

— Ecau 3axoyer. MctuHHbIi [IpocBelUEHHBIH MOXET McC-
TI0JIb30BaTh CBOM MO3T KaK OpyxHe, YroObl MOMYYHTb HYXHble
pe3yabTathl. OfHAKo OHM peldko mocTynawoor Tak. [IpuumHa
JoJDKHa ObITb OovYeHb BaxHoH. He 3Halo, Yyro O3Hayaer TBOE
npucyrctBre ai1s Ocureca. M npenynpexnaio Te6s: 6e3 noa-
nepxxu Ocwureca nyywe He MM Menkonda.

Pamceit ynpsiMo nokayas rojioBom.

— 51 He cobupaloch NPOCTO CUIOCTb M XOaTb, — 3asiBWJI OH.
— Tombko Obl HaitTH NabopaTtopuio. A cam nonpo6yio AOroso-
puTbes ¢ MenkondoM. Do TaiiHa, cnenoBaTe/IbHO, OH YA3BHM...

— Tbi ToXe, — 6bicTpo OdoGaBuna Texna. — HeynoGHrle
JIIOAH, KOTOPbIE CIMLIKOM MHOTO 3HAalOT, MOTYT Mcye3HyTb. U
yacTo Hcye3alor. KoHeyHo, He Aymalo, 4Tobbl OH cTas AeHCTBO-
BaTb N0 Moeit nmoMmonBkH. OHM He pelwiatcsi OTKPHITO
pacnpaBUTLCS C MOUM NPU3HAHHBIM POACTBEHHHUKOM, YLE NPH-
CYTCTBHE L€laeT BCIO LIEpeMOHMIO 3aKOHHOM. Jla, BO3MoXHO,
TBOSI CMeJsiocTh onpasnaHa. Ceifyac camoe nojaxoasiluee BpeMsl
U1 Toro, YyToGbl Y3HaTb, YTO MOXHO caeaTbh. YeM Gosblile Thl
y3Haelib, TeM YOedMTe/IbHee CMOXellb BO3JEHCTBOBAaTb Ha
Ocwreca.

Kasanoch, oHa cama ybexnana cebs OT NepBOHaYaIbHBLIX
BO3paXeHHUH nepeiTH K HEOXOTHOMY COIJIacHIo.
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— S naM TebGe noBox mo¥MTH Tyna. I'puULIIBIA, NMpHHECH
MHe WIKaTyJKy ¢ JapaMH Ui €€ LlapCTBEHHOIo BEJIMKOJEIHA.

— [lo o6bryalo, — nponommxwia Tekna, obpaluasick K PaM-
celo, — obpyyaloulasici NMOTHOCHT Hapbl cTapeilueil pon-
ctBeHHHULe B JloMe. Tak Kak elo sIRnseTcsl €€ LIapCTBEHHOE
BeJIMKOJIeNKe, 1 OTNpaBIio Tebs ¢ nogapkoM. Hecu oTkpbiTo, 1
cornacHo obbiyalo Tebsa mponyctar. Tenepb Bo3Bpaluaicsi K
CBOeii KOMHaTe, MHHYH €€ M Ha pa3sBWIKC CBCPHU B NpaBbld
xopunop. Uou npsimo. Kopunop npoxoaur yepes Bech OBopeL]
M HOET B moMelueHus y KpacHoii GallHH, rae NpoXupaer e€
LapcTBEHHOE BenluKosnenue. TaM Tl HaHAEWb TO, YTO MILELID.

Texkna NpoTAHYNA eMy CepeOpsAHYI0O WIKATYJAKY, KOTOpPYIO
npuHecna ['pUiIWIbaa, U OTMAaXHYJNach OT O1arofapHOCTH ame-
pHvkaHua. Ho npoBommna ero Ao BbIXoda M3 KOMHaThl H,
npexne YeM OH BbIllE, MOJOXWIA JJAOHb MY Ha pYKY.

— bynp octopoxeH, ponud ApJIyT, — HErPOMKO NpPOroBo-
puna oHa. — Tbl HOEWIbL MEX BparaMH, KOTOPBIX MOYTH HHUYETO
He yoepXWBaeT, U NyTb TBOI1 TpyIeH.

— A 3naio0 310. U cnacubo 1ebe, neau, 3a nobpuie noxena-
HMSL...

— MoxeT, Thl M NOXHMBELIL, YyTO6B! NMobnaronapuUTh MEHA.
INonoxau, NMoka He oKaXellbcsl B Oe30MacHOCTH, Toraa M
6narogapu. TombKo Toraa TBOM cjioBa 6yayT MMeTb CMBbIC.

U ronoc Texibl cBHAETENLCTBOBA, YTO OHA BOBCE HE yBepe-
Ha, 4YTO AOXAETCS 3TOrO.

PamMceii nerxo Haweén gopory. llIkatynky oH, Kak M ObUIO
NpHKA3aHO, OTKPBITO HEC B pyKax. M oueHb ckopo ¢ 6p1ouMces
cepaLeM OKa3aicsi B KOPOTKOM KOpHIOpE C NMaHeNsiMH, KOTo-
PBblii TAK XOpOLIO MOMHWI MO cBoeMy cHY. OH 6bICTpo npowEn
Mo KOpHAOpY W Mepeaan LKATYyNKy dpeivinHe, KoTopas OTBe-
THNA Ha €ro CTyK B ABepb NoKoeB Mmneparpuiibl. OHa He
NMpUIJIacKia ero BOITH, W IOHOLUA, JOBOJIBHBIN, YTO HM36exan
BHHUMaHMs TOM, KOro omacaics 6Gosplie OpPYrHX, 3aTOpONWICS
Hazal K naHensM. Cyas no cHy, HyXHasl eMy NaHelb — TPETbs
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€ 3TOro KOHLia KOpHIopa M JieBasl, €CJIM CMOTPETh CO CTOPOHBI
nokoes uMrneparpuubl. OH OCTaHOBWICS Nepel MaHeablo, or-
napencs, kak Bo cHe Ocurec. Bpome 6bl HMKOro He ObUIO
BHIHO. PaMceii HekoTOopoe BpeMsl NPUCTYLIMBAJICS, HO YJIOBHI
TOJILKO 3BYKH CBOETO OBICTPOro AbIXaHHS.

OH noaHAN pyKy M OOJIbIUMM NajbLEM HaXaJl Ha KOHell
KpbUla, KaK 3TO Zenaj waMaH. Jlonro eMy Ka3anoch, YTO OH
olMOCcs WIKM YTO MYTb 32aKPLIT. 3aTeM C JIETKMM CKPMIIOM — B
yinax Pamcess OH Mnpo3Byyasl NyLI€YHbIM 3aJINIOM — MaHeNb
pasoluiach nocpeauHe.

Pamceii GbICTpO HbIpHYN B 0oOpa3oBaBLUMiiCSl TIpoxoA, Npe-
XIe YyeM IBepb CHOBA 3aXJIOMHYNACh.

I'naea 7

OH oka3ancs Ha Hebonbluoi nargopMe Hazd psSIOM CTyne-
Heil, HO He B TeMHoTe. Yepe3 paBHble MPOMEXYTKH B CTEHaX
ropej¥ CMHHM CBETOM MaToBble KBaaparbl. Takoro csera OH
HHIIE B 3TOM ABople He Buaes. IIpu 3ToM cBeTe pykH camoro
PaMcess npHoGpenn HenmpUATHBIA BMA, TEMHAsl KOXa C/IOBHO
CMOPLIWIACh M MocTapena.

OH [I0/10 He LIEBEJWICA, CTapasiCh PacCbILaTh, HE HYXHO
JIM yero-Jnbo onacarbcs, Cnyckasich no secthuue. [loromy yro
OH BHACH nepea coboil TONAbKO AcCATb CTYMEHEK, BeAylMX K
IUIOLLAAKE YYTh HIDKE, HO COBCCM HMYEro 3a HUMH.

W He Tonbko THMHA okpyxwia Pamcesi. Ero oxsaTiwio
OLIYLIEH HE, YTO OH YXOAMT U3 MMPA XHUBBIX B Yy1IOM COXPaHHB-
uiniicss MMp apeBHocTH. OH B3APOTHY/ — HE OT XOJI0Aa, HO
MOTOMY YTO 30€Ch CAMH CTEHbI M3JTy4alM 4yXIOCTb, Bpaxaeo-
HOCTB BCCMY TOMY, YTO COCTaB/IsieT ero cywHocTb. Jla, naxe B
HOBOM MMpeE BCE OKpYXeHHe ObU10 YyXKoe, HO NO-YEJ0BEYCCKH
NMOHSATHOE. 3[eChb Xe€ OH MNOYyBCTBOBa1 ceOsl TaK, CJIOBHO
BTOpICs B cpeay, B KOTOpPOH HET MECTa YeJIOBEKY.

Pamceii nonbITasncs crnipaBUThes co cBoeit Tpesoroit. Camo
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ero nosizieHHe B YJaJe O3HayaeT OTKAa3 OT JIOTMKM. Hemb3s
noaaaBaThcs BOOOPaXEHHIO, 3TO NMPOCTO MPHBEAET K CYyeBEpH-
aM. OH OCTOpOXHO, MO ONHOH CTYMEHbKE 3a pa3, Hayan
CNYCKATBLCH, B TO X€ BpeMs AyMasl, YTO MOXET NPUBECTH B
ZieiicTBME KaKylO-TO CUTHIM3aLMIO, KOTOPYIO CaM He CJIBILUMT.
OnHaKo NpHUXOOWIOCh PUCKOBATD.

Tak oH noOpasicsa A0 IUIOIIAAKM, 3alISIHY/ 3a TNOBOpPOT
HAMpaBo M YBUAC/ OCHOBaHHE JieCTHUULL. BHU3y 6bUTO CBeTEE.
M cBeT nuncs He CHHMM, KaK OT KBaJApaTOB Ha CTeHax, a OT
OOBIYHBIX CBETSILIMXCS 11apOB.

U onpenenéHHo HuKoro He ObUto BUOHO. K10 wmm yro
MOXET 3eCh CKPbIBAThCS, IOHOLLIA HE PUCKOBAJ JaXe TNpEaro-
JIOXHTD; NMOKA Xe He NOHOCWIOCh HH 3ByKa.

Cnyckasicb, OH pa3MHHA1 PYKHM M OYMal: €CiM Ha Hero
HanagyT, oTBEeTAT JM Mbluwiubsl Kackapa Ha MMMynbchl pasyma
Pamcest nocraToyHo GbicTpo, 4TOo6BI NMOMOYb eMy. Ecnm Obl
TOJILKO Y Hero 6pulo Gonblle BpeMEeHM, 4TOObl JO KOHLA
MOOYMHHUTb cebe HoBoe Teno!

Y KOHLa JIECTHHMLbI OH 3aI/IsTHY/ Yyepe3 OTKPBITYIO ABepb B
KOMHATY, Iie Mno-NnpexHeMy CTosUia NoaHas TUlKWHa. Hy cnena
oburareneii... IlepBblii Xe B3MMAA MOACKAa3al €My, YTO 3TO
nabopatopus U3 ero cHoB. CKoNb3HYB BHyTpb, Pamceit npu-
Xajcsg CINMHOH K CTeHe, ISl Ha CEepeAHHY (OMELLEHHA,
MbITAsiCb He TNPOMYCTHTb NPHU3HAKOB HanaaeHUss H B TO Xe
BpeMsA pasr/isiablBasi MAlIMHBI.

Jlaxe B cBOE BpeMst U B CBOEM MHpE OH Mano pa3bupaics B
TexHuke. Kak MoxXHo.cynnTs, caM 1M Menkosnd 3To CKOHCTpY-
HpOBaJ MM TOJYYWI B HacleACTBO OT Oosiee pa3BUTOI
LMBWIK3aUMM M3 npouutoro? Ho KakuM-1o 06pa3oM Han BceM
oBopynoBaHHMEM 3[ech BUTaN OyX ApeBHOCTH. bosbiue Beero ero
BHHUMaHMC NPHBJACKAT OFPOMHbIA METAUIMYCCKMIA KyD, B KOTO-
pblii BOo cHe Menkond BcTamsn AWMK co crepxHeM. brictpo
NMOCMOTPEB HamnpaBo M HajleBo, Pamcelt ybeauncsi, 4to oH B
MOMELUEHUH OOHH. BhINPSAMHBUIMCE U3 MONYCOTHYTOH 3aLUMT-
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'HOM CTOIKM Yy CTeHbl, OH ToAoLIén mobmoke K GnectaeMy
MeTasty. ’

Oka3zanoch AOCTaTOYHO JIErKO HAMTH 1lenb BBEpXy, Kyda
Menkond BcTarisn cBoi MHCTpyMeHT. CTepXeHb U3 XKECTKOM
NPOBOJIOKH MO-NPEXHEMY TOpyYan B IHe3[e.

PaMmceii nmonoXmun Ha Hero pyKy, Ho NMoToM oTaEpHya. Her,
OH JIOJDKEH OOJibllie Y3HaTb, NMpPCXAC YeM TNOMBLITAThCA YTO-TO
caenath. FOHowa oboweén Ky6. BepxHsas rpaHb Ha YpPOBHE €ro
IUieya, [JUIMHA OIHO# CTOpOHBI — OKOJI0 1ecTH ¢yToB. Ha Toik
CTOpOHE, KOTopasi ceifuac Obuia obpallicHa K HeMY, Haxoanioch
TOJILKO OJJHO OTBCPCTHE — LEJIb, Ky/a BCTABJISACTCS «MCKATENb»
WIH «CeJICKTOp», KaK npo cebst Ha3Ban npubop Pamceii.

Cnenyouas cTopoHa 6bn1a coBeplieHHO Iagkas. Ho korma
OH JOLUEN 00 CTOPOHbI, NMPOTHBOIOJIOXHOI MHCKATENO, TO
yBHIEJ PsiA LKA, a NMod HUMH PBIYKKH, Ha KOTOpbIC YAOOHO
noxurtcst nael. JBe WKanbl, B JaIbHEM KOHLC, OCBCLUAIUCH
HM3HYTPH, KaK OyaTO 10Ka3biBasi, YTO amnmnapar B paboyeM cocTo-
aHun. Pamceil noayman, yTto npou3oMaCT, CCAM OH BAPYT
HaXMET Ha Bce pulyax K. Ho oH He aypak, 4Tobbl caenath 3To.

Hy, xopowo. Hackonbko MoXHoO cyauTh no Bceli cobpaH-
HOli UM HMH(poOpMaUHM, UMCHHO 3TO YCTPOHCTBO IEpPEHEC]O
JIMYHOCTh M BOCTIOMHHaHMs Hekoero Pamcest KiMbia B noaxo-
IMBllce oA Hero Teno npuHua Kackapa. Ho Beab MaumniHa He
JIO/DKHa 6bU1a 3TO caenath — BO BCSKOM ciryyae, Menkond He
Ha 3TO pacCYUTLIBAI.

Ipeanonoxum, ydyéHelii U3 Ynaga pabGoTan C MalUHHOM,
KOTOpYIO OH ToJbKO yTo Haweén. [locTpoeHa oHa 6bL1a cosep-
LIEHHO APYTHM HapoaoM. [1ns yero norpe6opanach 3Ta MalllHHa
cBouM co3aatensaM? Y PaMcess mosBWwiIoCh yXacHoe nonospe-
HHe. A 4YTO ecnd 3Ta Malu¥Ha npeaHa3Hayalach AN
MeAMUMHCKMX Ueneil? EcnmM oHa nmepeHocHna cCO3HaHME M3
yMHpalollero Teaa, B Apyroe, Mosonoe i 3noposoe. Ho ceityac
HE MMeJIO CMBIC/Ia paccyXaaTb O TOM, YTO MOXET MalllHa; OH
DOJDKeH bl COCPEeIOTOUHTLCSI Ha TOM, YTO OHA cleala ¢ HUM
KaK C HenoOpoBOJILHOM XepTBOIl.
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OH Halw€n MalUMHY M YAOCTOBEpWICS, YTO HMMEHHO OHa
MOCHyXWIa cpeacTBoM il ooMeHa. Ho 310 Huyero xopoluero
€My Ha 1aCT, €C/IM TONbKO OH HE HAyYMTCs YNPAaRIATD €io (a B
3TOM OH OYeHb COMHEBAICA) WIM He 3acTaBHT Menkonda
IYCTHTb NpoliecC B OOpaTHOM MNOpPSIKe.

CnépTblii BO34yX J1aGOpPaTOPHH, CTPAHHBIE HETNPHUATHBIE 3a-
naxu 3actaBunM Pamces 3akawnsatbca. OH MoBo3uiaAcs ¢
IyTOBULCH CBOEro KAMIOLIOHA, CHSJI €r0, CHSUT M Macky H
MOTPAC IoJIOBOM, Hacjaxaasch owyluicHeM csoboasl. Y1 npo-
JODXKMN OOXOAUTh KyO, OOHapyXuB, YTO 4YeTBEPTasi CTOpPOHa
TaKasl Xe IJladKasi, KaK Bropas.

HWHTepecHo, ynpaBiseT JIM MCKATelb €ro IoJIOXEHHEM B
aroM Mmupe? [lpeanonoxum, oH u3BIeyeT ero. Yro Torma
npou3oaéT?

— Croit Ha MecTe!

Pyka Pamcess, nmpoTsaHyTtasi ObUIO K MCKaTello, 3acThlUia B
Bo3ayxe. OH He cibllUal 4Ybero-JIubo NpUOIMXKEHHUs, HO Tpo-
SIBWI NPECTYMHYIO HeOpeXHOCTb. 3araaka MalUMHbBI 3aCTaBWIa
€ro no3abnITb 060 BcEM ocTaibHOM. Ml OH He coMHeBascs, YTO
TOT, KTO OTAQ1 CMy NpHKa3 OTKyAa-ToO NMo3aqu, BOOPYXEH.

— Pa6Gannt, Bo3bMM ero!

Bo3ayx 3Me€ii nmpoyepTWwia Bep€BKa, yraja Ha BbITSHYTYIO
pYKy Pamcess u 3arsiHynach GonesHeHHOH netnéil. B 1y xe
CEKyHAY NOCJCAOB1 pLIBOK 3a Apyroil eé KoHeu, M Pamceit
enBa He ynan Ha cnuHy. Ho ycnen noBepHyTbCst H COXpaHMTb
PpaBHOBeCHe.

YenoBek, AepXaBUIMil pYroil KOHel BepéBKH, ObUT oeT B
KOCTIOM CTPaXHHUKA. 3a HMM cTosu1 Menkond. B pyke yye€Hbli
CXHMaJl CTEKISIHHYIO TPyOKy, 3aKaHYMBaBIUYIOCS pacTpyOoM,
namsusl Menkonda obxsBaThiBaIM 3TO pacuiMpeHue. To, 4TO
3TO OpyXHe, M MOLUHOE, He Bbi3bIBAIO y PaMcess HMKakux
COMHEHHH.

OxpaHHHMK OBICTPO mnepexBaTW1 BEpEBKY 3a CEpeAUHYy M
Opocun Bropoii koHell B Pamces. Bepé€Bka, CJIOBHO XHBOC
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CylllecTBO, objanaioliece MHCTHHKTOM WIM pa3yMOM, TOYHO
OITYCTWJIaCh Ha JieBoe 3amsictbe Pamcess M obxBaTHia Tak Xe
NpoYHO, KAaK M IpaBoe.

Jlo cux nop cTpaxHUK Goblie cieau 3a TOYHOCTLIO bpoc-
Ka, YyeM 3a ruleHHMKoM. Ho Temepb OH mocMoTtpen npsMo B
Juuo Pamcelo, ¥ ma3a ero LIMpOKO pacHaxHY/IHCh.

— TlpuHL! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH.

— Her! — Bo3Mymi€HHo Bbmamw Menkond. — 31o WUO-
3us, cozfnaHHas OyauioM, YToGb! MBI TaK NogyMaTH. Tenepb oH
6eccmneH. Moxeuns uaru, Pa6anst. A cnpaBmock ¢ HuM. Ho
coob1uH nobpicTpee MUIOPAY COBETHUKY YPCBHKY M NpPHHLIY-
HacJIeAHHUKY, KOro Mbl OOHapyXHJU 3dechb. ITO OeJso
Yype3BblYAHOH BAXKHOCTH.

OH nNpoTAHYNT pPYKY, M CTPAXHHK C BHAMMOH HEOXOTOM
nepena eMy BepEBKY. Bc€ aTo BpeMsa Menkond He oTBOAMI OT
Pamces cBo€ opyxue. He mians Ha niieHHuka, PabansT Topon-
JuMBo B36exan mo nectHuue. OH ABHO CMELIWI BLITIOJHUTD
TpHKa3, WM eMy JlaGopaTopHs Ka3alachb CTPallHbIM MECTOM.
Menkond xnan. OueBHOHO, XOTeN ocTaThesl 6e3 cBuaereneit. U
TOJILKO KOTZla CTPaXHMK MCYe3, OH 3aroBOpHII.

— Tl nocTynun Myapo, He CONpPOTURISISICh, — OH cAean
JIErkoe IBIDKEHHE CTEKISIHHOM TpyOKoii, yTobb1 PaMceii obpa-
TWI Ha Heé BHMMaHMe. — 310 YOHBaeT yejloBeka ObicTpee
ne3Bus Wi nmynd. Haile opyxue no cpaBHEHMIO C OpyXHeM
TeX, KTO XW1 A0 Hac, KAXETCS TAKUM XC HeJlenbIM, KAK KaMHH
M OepeBsiHHbIe Kombs. Kackap MEpTB. OH He BOCCTAHET CHOBA
H3 MOTWIBI.

PaMceii 06pén cnocoGHOCTb NrOBOPHTD.

— Tobl Moxewp ODoOUTbLCA 3TOro OpPYrMM mnytéM. OrtmnpaBb
McHs Ha3an!

Menkond cnerka ynbiGHyncs.

— Jleno Bot B yéM. S 6bI caenan 310, ecau 6b1 Mor. Ho s He
Mory.

PaMceil KHBHYJ1 B CTOPOHY MalllMHEL.
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— OHa paboTtaeT To/lbKO B 04HY cTopoHy? Thl He MoXelIb
MOBEPHYTb 0bpaTHO?

— O, 3to-T0 caenarb ncrko. Ho aeno B ToM, yto Kackap
MEPTB M NMOXOpPOHEH. Pa3Be Thl He MOHMMaelllb, IJIYNbIA Bap-
pap? Kackap ObU1 B TBOEM Tesle, KOTAA OHO NMOrHGio, U Tenepb
TO TeJlo norpedeHo.

PaMceii pactepssHHO cMoTpen Ha Hero. [ToueMy Takas npo-
cTast MbIC/Ib He NpHULWIa eMy B rosoBy? [ynocTs cobeTBEHHOTO
NPHUMHUTHBHOIO IUIaHAa BO3BpalliCHHs JIMIUWIA €r0 Japa peyH.
Ho amMepukaHel cobpan BCiO CBOIO CHIY BOJIM M MOCTapaicsl He
IaThb NOHSATb 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY, YTO MOPAXEH 1O NTyOHMHBI AYLLIH.

— Ecan Kackap 6b11 B MOCM Tene, To rae 6bun 9? I1pounsoiu-
JIO KaKoe-TO HecoBrnaaeHue Bo BpeMeHH. S npuiuén B cedsa B
rpody Kackapa...

— Jla, 310 Hac yauBuno. ['ie Tbl HaxoaAWIcs B TEYCHHE OBYX
AHell MexXay TeM BpeMEHEM, Koraa Hall HeyBaKaeMbId NMpHHL
yMep OT HEOXHAAHHOTO CEpASYHOro NMPHCTYNa, U TBOUM MNOSB-
JieHHeM B ero Tene? UHrepecHas npotnema. Ho ceityac oHa Ke
HMeeT ocoboro 3HaueHMs. [JlaBHoe 3aKmoyaeTcss B TOM, YTO
Kackap GnaronomyyHo MEpTB — B 00OMX MHpax, ¥ Mbl NocTa-
peMcd, yToObl TAK M OHO ocTaBanock. HMKakoro BockpelieHus
K pagoctd Ouanina He Oyaer, yeepsio Tebs. U TBo€ riymoe
Bo3pailieHHe B JIoM HHYero Tebe He aacT, KpoMe...

— Kpome Moero yomitctBa? — Pamceli KakuM-T1o obpasoM
HaxooW1 CJNOBA, COXpaHsAN HapyXHoe crokoicTBHe. Ceiivyac
cuia Ob1a Ha ctopoHe Menkonda: Pamceit He coMHeBaics,
YTO €ro C JIENKOCTBIO YObIOT 3iech, H HMKTO 06 3TOM HMKOra
He Y3HaeT. A TeJIO ero NpocTo NMponaneT, YTobbl He NPHYUHHTD
HENpUATHOCTH yOMHUaM.

— YouiictBo? Hepo3MoxHo yburs MepTBeua, — Menkond
paccMestics. — Byab y Te6s XxoTb OHa U3BWIMHA B roJIOBE, Thl,
ybexaB, nepxaJicd Obl oTclona nmoaansiue. TBo€ 6erctBo opra-
HM30BaJia repuoruHs, BecpHo? Hy, oHa Oyaer MosyaTb, 3Has,
YTO Aesio BAET o cynbbe OmpoyHa. Tbl Xe NpoOcTo MCYE3HELlb.
B 3tOM, — OH KMBHYZ Ha Macky, KoTopyio cHsi1 Pamceit, —

&5



KTO-HHMOYIb BBIHAET OTCIONA M HA NEpPBOM TNOMNaBlLEMCS KOpab-
ne BepHETcss moMoi, B TonkapH. Thl OYeHb YNpOCTWI Hallly
3anayvy. ’

— Her, 310 He Tak!

Ha nectHulie cTosin Apyroii YeloBeK, AMHHas YEpHO-6enas
MaHTHA 3aKpbiBaia Bc€ ero Teso. Menkond Gpocwi GwicTpblid
B3I 4Yepe3 1Uieyo.

— Kak TbL... — Hayan 6bUT0 YYEHBIH, HO TYT Xe NPUKYCHA
ry0y. CnoBa BBIPBAUIMCbH Y HETO OT YOUBRIEHMS, U OH TYT Xe
noxaneji, YTO NMPOU3HEC HX.

— Kax s y3Han, Menxond? S meén x e€ LapcTBeHHOMY
BEJTMKOJIENMHIO U BCTPETHI O ITyTH TBOEro mnockuibHoro. IIpu-
LITOCh HEMHOro moybexaaTh ero, ¥ OH paccka3aja o
npouciienuieM ageck. M aeno cosceM He Tak mpocro, Men-
kond.

— Kak 3107 — BbI3BIBaIOLIE CMIPOCHA TOT.

— Mmu pomxHbl y3Hath Gonblue. Ilouemy Teno Kackapa
npuBiexio 3toro yejoseka? Ilpoucxoawio To xe caMoe B
TBOMX TNEpBLIX 0OMeHax?

— Her...

— Torna noyeMy npoM3oLUIo B caMOM BaxXHOM? 3a TAKMMM
IenaMH BCErfa KpoeTcsl Kakoil-To cMbicl. Mbl cnegyeM mno
H36paHHOI HAaMH Tpone, 3To Hall cBoGoaHbIN BbIGOp. Ho camu
Tponbl co34aéM He Mbl. Thl MeHsl noHuMMacLub?

— 310 nycThbie pa3roBopbl TBouxX [1poceei€HHBIX. OH 31€ch
noToMy, 4To cpaboTrana MaluMHa! — ycMexHyscs Menkond.

— Ho MHe Ka3anoch, Thl XOpOLIO 3HAKOM € paboToit 3Toi
cBoeii MaluMHbI. Pa3Be Thl He paccKasbiBan HaM, KakKue yyaeca
y3Han Gnarogapsi ApeBHUM 3anpeTHbIM 3HaHUSIM?

— Kr0 mx 3anpetnn? — BcnbixHyn Menkond. — Cnaboym-
Hble, GosiLIMecs TOTO, Yero He MOTYT NOHSTH?

— B npounom monu xopowo nonumanu. Hacronbko, 4ro
BLDKIWIM, KOITIa BeCh MHD COLUEJ C YMa, — XOJIOAHO BO3pasui
Ocwurec.
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— JlercHabl...

. — B moboii nereHae xpoercs cepaueBuHa npasabl. Ho He
OyneM CROpHTb 00 McTopuM. S He coBceM NOHMMAWD CynLOYy
3TOTO yenoBeka. C HUM HeNlb3s OOXOOUTHCA Jierko!

— 4 BoobLue He cobupaloch C HUIM OGXONMTLCS, — BO3Pa3wi
Menkond. — Bocnonn3yloch 3THM, — OH yKa3al Ha CBOE
opyXHe, — M He ¢ YeM OyneT obxoauThbes.

— He c ucM? Tbl Xe He 3Haelllb, KaKas CYUIHOCTb NOCCAH-
nach B Tenie Kackapa? Tsl MoXellb YHHYTOXHTD IVIOTh U KPOBb,
KOCTb M CYXOXWIHE, HO OCTAHEeTCS HEYHHYTOXHMMas 4acTb...

— 51 1cbe He Beplo, — ynpsaMmo nosropun Menkond. —
Bepio nHuub B TO, YTO BHXKY, YETO MOTY KOCHYTBCS, YC/BIILIATb...

— Ecnu Bepuiib TOMY, YTO MOXHO YBHIETD, TO Nepel HaMH
Hacroswvii Kackap, — ykazan Ocurec. — KocHuch ero,
ycabiub ero. OH Bellb coO3AaHHe TBOEH MalMHLI. DTOro Thl HE
CTaHellb OTpHULATL?

— Her...

— Ho npexHnwuit nmu ato Kackap... — HacrauBan Ocwurec.

PaMceili ¢ pacTyluMM YOMBIEHHMEM CJIyllan 3ToT crniop. Yero
neiTaercs Aobuthes wamaH? Ecnn Menkong m3basurca or
PaMmcess B Tene Kackapa, ToT BCcé paBHO OyaeT NpoaosXaTb
nocewiatsh Jaboparopuio B Jlome? 3BydUT TaK Xe HEBEPOSITHO,
KaK BCE OCTATbHOE NpOMCLIelliee C HUM.

— Hert! Kackap MEpTB! — Menkond roBopui ¢ CWIOMH, KaK
YeNIOBCK, HAMEPEHHBIH 10 KOHLIA AepXaThcs 3a CBOH ybexae-
HUSL.

— CornaceH. Kackap Mépte. Ho 310T Yenosek... — Ocwurec
yKkasan Ha Pamcest, — 3To KTo-To HHOIA. Y1 MBI JOJDKHBI 60JTBLLIE
y3HaTb 0 HEM. OH HapylIW1 HEKOTOpble 3aKOHBI CYLIECTBOBA-
HMS1, KOTOpblE Mbl CYUTIU TBEPAO YCTAHOB/IEHHBLIMH...

— Tol Xoyelb cKa3aThb, YTO OH HyXeH [1pocBeluE HHbIM? —
cnipocun Menxond.

— 06 ero cyuiecTBoBaHHMM B Polle €€ He M3BecTHO, — Ha
MrHoBeHHe Ha nuue OcHTeca nosiBWIOCH BecnokoitHoe Bbipa-
XEHHe.
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— W He nomxHO GBITH N3BECTHO.

— Kro Takaa Spnaiic? — Bmewancs Pamceit B ux ayans. OH
He cOBHpaJICs CNIOKOHHO CTOATh, A0XHAAACh, IOKA OHY pelliar,
CTOHT ero yOMBaThb WiH HeT. YOHUBaTh BTOPHYHO, €C/IM CUHUTaTh
Tena.

CrioplLIMKX 3aCTbUTH, CJIOBHO OHeMeB. Menkond mnpocto
cMotpen, Ocurec 3aMuran. HeckosbKo ceKyHa CITycTs iaMaH
OTBCTW CBOMM BOTNPOCOM:

— I'ne 1o cnpian o6 Baaiic? — ogHako oH He Aan Pamcelo
BO3MOXHOCTH 3aroBopurtb. OTBeTIN caM: — 3HayMT, repulo-
TMHA...

— Ilpy 4éM TYT repuoruHa? — cnpocun Menkong. — OHa
npHBeNa ero cioga. 3ayem?

— Ecan 6b1 oHa He 6bu1a npaBuTenbHMued OnupoyHa, To
noctynwia 61 B Poury. McnbiTaHus nokasanM, YTo y Heé
Heobbr4aitHO BbICOKHH noTeHUHan. [Toxoxe, oHa coBelaiach C
IIpocBelIEHHBIMH M YTIOMSIHY/Ia B pa3roBope ¢ HUM Jaaiic.

— Hy, n Tax xT0 TaKas Jgaiic? — Ha 3TOT pa3 BOMNpOC 3a1a1
Menxond.

— Omna npeackasatenbHuua. UHrepecHo... — OcHrec Bbi-
nisiaen obecnokoeHHbIM. — Ho s He nosnyyan oT HMX HHKaKMX
coobllie HHIT, HUKaKoro curHana. Het, — oH yka3zan Ha Pamces.
— Ero HyxHo nepxaTtbhb moa pykoit M B 6e3omacHocTH. Thl
noHan? A nomxed XxnaTb coobiueHuss. U He aymai, yro
IIpocBeIEHHBIX MOXHO YCTpalUMTb KAKUM-HHMOYIb TPIOKOM,
— ToJIoC ero craj mybxe M MOUIHee. — JTOT 4eJIoBeK INo.
Hallei 3allMTOM...

OH npoTSAHYN PyKy ¥ GOJNbLUMM NaJbLEM C TSDKEABIM KOJIb-
oM o6BEn ronoBy Pamces.

— Tb1 He Moxeun. Takue Bonpochl aomkeH peuwarb Co-
BeT... — Bo3pasun Menkond.

Ocwurec, nosepHyBlINCh K Menkondy, NpUCTAIbHO NOCMOT-
pell Ha Hero. YY€HbIii HaXMypHics, HO MpayHO OTBEJ B3IVISN.
Kaxk 6yaTo nmpusHan cBo€ NnopakeHHe.
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— JlepXxHu ero B kaMepe, B KOTOpPO#i JiepXajl OCTAIbHLIX, —
nponopkan OcuTec XONOAHLIM OTYYXIEHHBIM TOHOM. — TeGe
CKaXyT, KyJa IOCTaBUTb €ro M Koraa.

He ckazaB Gonblle HM c/oBa, lIaMaH TMOBEPHYJICA U Hayas
MOJHMMATLCA MO JiecTHHLe. Menkond cMmoTpen eMy B CIIMHY.
Ha mmue ero nosBwioch MpayHoe BbIpaXeHHUeE, MOXOXee Ha
HeHaBUCTb. OH NoOBepHYJICS M Ppe3KO HNEPHYN 3a BEPEBKY,
CBSI3bIBaBLUYIO 3ansicTbsg Pamces.

— TMouuu, TH!

Pamceii moayman o ToM, He NPHMEHMTb JIM HEKOTOpbIE
npuéMbl. Ho y4€HbIl no-npexHeMy Aepxaja B pyKe CTCKIISIH-
HylI0 TpyOKy, U 3TO NOCIYXWIO TNpPEBOCXOAHbIM apryMeHTOM
NpOTHB Ge3paccylHbIX MONLITOK. PaMceil pelmn, YyTo XBacToOB-
cTBy Menkonda o BO3ZMOXHOCTAX 3TOINO OpYXHMs Jydlle
noBepHuTh. Bo3MoXHO, y4E€HBIN Haxe XoTes, 4Tobbl TUIEHHMK
MOTBITAJICA CAENATh YTO-TO: MOXHO OymeT cKasaTh, YyTo Men-
Kond AeicTBOBaN, 3alMLIASCS.

Menkong 06orHyn Kakylo-To Kpyriylo YCTaHOBKY M OKa3al-
Cs y OTKpbITOH ABepHM, KOTopasi Bela B OYeHb KOPOTKMH
Kopuaop. 3aech Apyr neped APYTOM pacnosiarajuch ABe KaMe-
pbl C TPOYHBIMM XKCJC3HbIMH PELIETKAMH. YYEHLIA OTKpbLUI
IBEpb JIEBOi M XecTOM NpHKasan PaMcelo BXOOWTb. 3aKphbiB
ZIIBEpb 33 HUM, OH Pe3KO WENKHYN NajblLaMH.

K yauBnenuio PaMcest, meT/iM y Hero Ha 3amsiCTbsiX cCaMU
coboii paccnabuanch, ynajiy Ha Mo, W BepéBKa, KaK XMWBas,
TIPOMOJI3Na MeXIy NpyTbsAMH pelu€Tku. Menxosnd HaknoHwWICs
M nomo6pan wHyp. Tenepb oH 6e3XU3HEHHO CBHCAl C PYKH
y4€Horo, Kak caMas obpryHasi BepEBka. Meinkosnd cBepHyl €€ U
yiuén.

PaMceii MpUHSICS 3HAKOMHUTBLCA CO CBOEH HOBOHM KBApTH-
poil. Baoonb ofHOH CTEHb! NMPOTSIHYJAch MOJIKA C KaKHM-TO
rpybbiM MokpbiBaioM. BeposiTHO, OHa noOJDKHA CIYXHTb noc-
Tenblo. BbuiM Takke CTyn M OypHO mNaxHyluee Beapo. He
04YeHb-TO YIOTHO, U PaMceii He Bruaen B 6yaylueM HaLeXabl Ha
yAy4dLIeHHE.
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OH cen Ha CTy, KOTOPBI OKa3alCsi TaKMM HH3KHM, 4YTO
MPUHLLIOCH BbITSHYTh HOI'M, HHa4ye KOJIEHH eBa He YNMHPAJIMCh
B noabopomok. Y Pamces 6bU10 0 4éM nonyMath. OH OYeHb
yctan. M1 oco3Han 3T0 B HEOXWIAHHOM TMpPUCTYNE JIETKOM
NMaHUKH.

EMy ymanocs nomaBHTh MAaHUKy, KOr4a OH CTOsUl Nepen
MenkondomM. Y oH ocTasics XuB, a ceifyac BAXHO ObUIO TOIBKO
310. K TOMYy Xe BBIICHWIOCH, YTO OTHOCHMTEJIBHO €ro cyabObl
MHeHHS pe3ko pasgenwinch. M1 Ocurec nokasan ceba gocrta-
TOYHO CWIbHBIM, YTOObI MPEOAOJIETh CONMPOTURIEHHE YYEHOTO.

PasroBop Mexny 3THUMH ABYMs... Pamceit npuHsuicsa BoccTa-
HAaBIMBaTh KAaXOOE CJIOBO, KAKOe CMOr BCMOMHMTb. OHH
HCMOJTb30BAIM MAlLUMHY paHblle, H OHa AeHCTBOBAaJA, KAK UM
HyXHo. He 6bL10 HUKAKMX HEOXHIAHHbBIX BOCKPELUEHHI Mep-
TBeloB. Tak noyeMy xe, kak cnipocwi OcHurec, TakK He NOTy4W10Ch
H C HUM?

Pamcelo npunérca cMUPHUTLCA C YTBepXIeHneM Mcikonda,
yro Kackap norpe6én B Tene Pamces Kumbna 1 Bo3Bpata Her.
On 6bL1 yOMBIEH CBOCH CMOKOMHON peakuMeii: eMy yXe Kak
6ynTo BCé paBHO. MoOXeT, yeM JObllie HAaXOAUTCS OH B Tele
Kackapa, TeM Gonbiue cxupaeTcs ¢ 3TuM Mupom? U noatomy
MBIC/Ib O HEBO3MOXHOCTH BO3BpallleHUs1 He BbI3BaJIa JJTUTEb-
HOro woka?

Xopowo. [pennonoxum, eMy NpuaETCs HaBCceraa OCTaThCs
3neck. Kakoe 6ynyuee Moxer ero oxunars? OcHrec HaMeKHyl,
YTO OH NpencTaBiseT HeMablit MHTepec s [pocBelIEHHBIX.
3By4YHT He o4eHb Xopoiuo. Pamceli He cobupaics urpaTh poib
3KCTNEPHMEHTAIBHOIO XMBOTHOTO, KOTOpoe OyayT H3y4aTb, YTO-
Obl MOHATb, YTO NPHUBOOMT €ro B NEHCTBHE, — BEpHee, YTO
npuseno B aerictBue Teno Kackapa. Pamceii Mpa4Ho yiabIOHY-
Csl 3TOi cBoei MBICIH.

Menkong xoyer youTh €ro, yrobbl MCNPaBUTL OLUHOKY
cBoero 3akcrniepuMeHTa. HecomHeHHO, BockpelleHue Pamces
yMEHbIIWIO BIHAHKEe Menkoida cpeau ero cOoOLUIHHUKOB.

Ectb ewi€ Oyann. Kak eMy noHpaBUTCSI epcneKTHBa UMETD

90



non pykoit Hoporo Kackapa? 3TOT pasroBop O CTpaHHOH
BNacTH BEPXOBHOIO COBETHHMKA Hall NMOLJIMHHBIM MPHHUEM —
Hackonbko oH npaeauB? Bein s Kackap npocto cnabem
YeJIOBEKOM BO RIIACTH CHIBHOTO, KOTOPOTO BCE CUMTAIOT BJIac-
THbIM M 3nbIM? Fm Ouat Mcnosib3oBajl THITHO3, HAPKOTHKH,
YTO YTOAHO, YTOOLI AepXaTb HacleOHHMKA Ynama y cebsi BO
B1acTH, YTOObI OH He MOTr AeiCcTBOBaTb 0Oe3 paspelueHHs
Ovyanna?

Ovyauty HeobxoanuMo mnpHKpbiTHe Kackapa, MHaye OH mo-
mmb6Her. He crouT 06 3T1OM 3a6BIBATh.

Tekna... Te, KTO COCTaBWJ 3aroBop, YToObl M30aBHTbCS OT
Kackapa, Tenepb 3HaloT, YTO OHa MOMOIJIa €My COBEpLUHTb
nepBbiii nober. Hackonbko 060CHOBaHA €€ yBEpPEeHHOCTb, YTO
OHa caMa Heysa3BMMa Wi HanageHus? [IpeanonoxuM, oHa
BblizeT 3aMyX 3a Beprana, kak mpeanonaraercs? Hackosabko
TOTAa OHa NonaaéT noj BIacTb NpaBuTeneil Ynana? Pamceit He
Mor cyauTb 06 obbrasix 3Toro Mupa, 4yrobbl NOHSTb, Kakas
OINacHOCTL B OydylleM IpO3HT repLOrHHe.

Dpaiic... yIOMHHaHHE 3TOIO MMEHH SIBHO o3agauywio Ocure-
ca. Ho Tekna nonyuuna coBeT 3TOH 3aralo4yHOM JIMYHOCTH, U B
OTBETE TOBOPHUTCH, YTO OH, PaMceH, chirpacT onpeaencéHHyI0
poab B OynymieM OmupoyHa. UMEHHO MO3TOMY repLOrMHS
corjlacWwiach Ha €ro BO3BpalLEHHe.

CoOCTBEHHbIC €ro AeHCTBUS Bpsid I MOXHO CYMTATh 6OJTb-
LIMM ycricxoM. XOTb OH M Halén abopaTopHio ¥ aodpanics 1o
MallIMHBI, ceifyac OH B PyKaX TeX, KOro MOXET CYHUTaTb CBOMMH
BparaMH. Yo 6b1 HM nymana Texna o Beprane, crapoii umne-
paTpulle U e€ cooOlIHMKAaX NMo HMHTpure, Pamceli BceM MM
HHUCKOJILKO HE NOBEPSUL

YnomsaHyB umsa Spaiic npu OcHrece, OH NOJYYHUN BCEro
JIMLUD TNEepPeAbILIKY — YToObl NOCMOTPETH B JIMUO COOCTBEHHOMN
mynocTi. Hukakoro npenMyiuectsa oH He nony4yuia. Korna o
He BepHércs, Texna fJorafgaeTcsl WiM y3HaeT, rae oH. XBaTHT JiU
Yy Heé BIMSAHMA, YTOObl NOOUTLCS ero ocBoboXaeHuUA?

IToyemy-T0 3Ta MbICTL BhI3BaJa y PaMcesi HenoskocTh. C
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TOro MOMEHTA, KaK OH 3amyTaJsicsl B 3Toli ceTH, Teksa noMorana
€My, BBIpyYWIa H3 OIOHOIO 3aTPYNHHUTENBHOIO IOJIOXECHMS,
3ateM M3 apyroro. Ilopa eMy 4ro-HMOyab npeanpHHSATb U
caMoMy — YTO-HHOYIb 6osiee KOHCTPYKTUBHOE, YeM NONacTb B
MEPBYIO Xe JIOBYLUKY, KOTOPYIO [UISl HETO NMPUTOTOBWIH.

BoT Teneps OH paccepawics. Bcran, nomowmén K aBepH
cBoeit KieTkd. Ho xoTs eMy M yaanoch NpocyHyTb 3a PeLIETKY
PYKH, TNOMBLITKK HaLIynaTh 3aMOK 3aBCPLUWINCh HUYEM, MNajb-
bl €ro JHLLb KAcaJluch IMaakoro Meraia. He Hauwloch naxe
3aMOYHOM CKBAXMHbI, U OH HE UMeJl HY MaJlefLuero npeacras-
JeHus1, KaKk Menkond 3aKpbul ABEPD.

IOHo1a npucen, YTo6bl MOCMOTPETD, KAK 3aKpeIUIeHb] NPYThS
pelUETKM B KAMHE T0J1a, ¥ TNIOHSUT, YTO CJIOMaTh PELIETKY OH He
cMoxeT. KoHeyHo, ecnn 6b1 osiBWICS TIOPEMLIMK, OH MOT Obl
nornpo6oBaTh CHIrpaTh poib HemobeaAMMOro repost WIMHOHCKUX
POMaHOB: KPHUKHYTb, YTO YMHpaeT, a KOraa OTKpOIOT, YToObI
MPOBEPUTD, MPOCTO NpodUTLCA Hapyxy. Ho PaMceii noyemy-to
6bLT yBEpPEH, YTO €CJIM KTO-TO U BOMAET, psnoM Oyaer crosith
Menxong co cBoMM CTeKNSHHbIM lunpuueM. A Pamceii yxe
MPHHSAN TBEPOOC pPeLieHHE He PUCKOBATh CBOUM BTOPLIM TE/IOM
B CIopax C X03sieBaMH 3TOIO JIOropa.

OcraBajioch NMPOCTO CHAETb M XIaTb, NMOKA YTO-HUOYHb
npou3oitaér. PaMceii HUKoraa He oGiagan ocobuIM TepreHMeEM,
a ceifyac eMy ocoOGCHHO MpPeTWIO NPEAOCTaBNATh NMPOTHBHUKY
LEBATb AecATbIX npermMyuiecTs. OnHaKo aenarb ObUIO Heyero.

Ecnu 6b1 OH cMor ceifyac yBUIETb KaKOi-HHOYNb NOJE3HbIA
coH... Takass HeoXMIaHHas MbICIb YyTb nosabaswia ero. Ho
MOTOM OH Hayan obaymbiBaTh e€é Gosee cepné3Ho. Pamcei
CHOBA Ce€/1 Ha HeYNOOHBbIH CTY/ Y MPHHSUICA METOAMYHO BCIO-
MHHaTb BCE, 4TO pacckasbipan emy [per o6 sakcnepuMeHTax c
Tenenatueil Bo cHe. bepyrcs 1Boe BUASILUIMX CHBI ¥ KOHTPOJIb-
HBIii ucnbITyeMbli. PaMcell HMKorna He oOpallian BHUMaHMs Ha
npubopbl, HCMONb3YeEMbIE B 3TOM 3KCIIEPUMEHTE, U PElUMTE/b-
HO OTKa3sbIBAICS MIPaTh PONb MCHbITyeMoro. KOHTponbHbIit
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4eJIoBeK XAET, TOKA NMPUGOP He MOKAXET, YTO CIALIHH HacTpo-
€H Ha npHEM (3TO onpedensieTcsi ¢ NOMOLUBIO OLICTPLIX
MHUKPOIBIDKEHHH IMIa3HbIX AGJIOK; OHH CBUAETENILCTBYIOT O TOM,
Y10 COH Havascs). Koraa crisuumii roToB K NIpHEMY, KOHTPOJIb-
HbIA JOCTAET U3 IPyAbl KAPTHHOK OIHY Hayran. KoHleHTpHpyeTcs
Ha Heil, ¥ crisgiuii B OoNMbleM KOJIHYECTBE CTy4yaB, YeM MOXHO
0OBACHUTD BEPOATHOCTBIO, BUAUT H300paXXEHHOE Ha KAPTHUHKE.

Ha takom ypoBHe Pamceit ceityac aeiicTBoBaTb HE MOXET.
Ho 1oHowa ymopHo npomo/mkan o0ayMbIBaTb BO3MOXHOCTH
cHoB. OcHTec SBHO MOCBHUIANI COH M3 OQHOTO ATLTEPHAaTHBHOIO
MHpa B IpYroif, yToObl NpuBIeYs caMoro Pamcess wimm ymnpaB-
JIITb €10 CHAaMH. MOXeT, 3TO YyCTAaHOBWIO MEXAY HUMH KaKylO-TO
CBA3b U Tenepb PaMceil, B CBOIO o4yepeab, MOXET NpHUBIEYb K
cebe wamaHa? Ho, xoHe4yHo, He [0 Takoi cTeneHH, YTOOBI
npusectTH OcHreca clolla U 3aCTaBHTb OTKPBITh IBEpb.

Menxond... HeT. PaMceii He Bepwl, YTO CMOXET KakK-1H60
noJeicTBOBaTb Ha Y4€Horo. I'per roBopiJl, YTO Ha 3aKpLITHIM
MO3r 3TO He JeicTByeT. A Pamceii cunran, yro mo3r Menkonda
MpPOYHO 3aKphLIT, YTO YYEHBIA BEPUT B CBOX MAlIMHY KaK
I1aBHY1I0 NpHYKHY cMepTtH Kackapa.

OnHako Ocurec — BHAAUMIA CHbl. OCTa€Tcs BLISICHMTD,
KOrja liaMaH CIIMT...

Pamceit onycTwi ronoBy Ha pyku. BepuTs B TO, YTO OH Yero-
TO JOCTMTHET CHaMM, BCE PaBHO YTO NMPOCTO BCTATb M NMPOMTH
CKBO3b 3T PEIUETKH.

I'nasa 8

Pamceit c6pocun rpsi3HOE MOKPLIBAIO € MOJKH Ha NoJ U NEr
Ha XécTkue Jocku. OHM TMOKA3WIHCh €My TMOXOXHMMHM Ha Ty
TBEPAYIO TUIMTY, Ha KOTOpOii OH BnepBble NMPMILEN B cebs B
3ToM MHpe. OH 3aKkpbUl INla3a, HO He 11 CHa, a 4To6bl
COCPEIOTOYMTLCA Ha lllaMaHe — KAKWM OH BHEJ ero BHayane
BO CHe, a No3xXe HagBy, Koraa Tor Bctpeyan B Jlome Texy.
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IOHowa snerko yBuaen y€pHo-6eyio MaHTHIO WaMaHa. On-
Hako PaMceii Bckope 0OHApYXWI, YTO BOCCTAHOBHTH MBICJIEHHO
yepTHI JIMLA Topa3no TpyaHee. Ja, y HEro ceable BOJOCHI, Haj
N60M OHHU Tyule M AMHMHHee, KaKk OyATO MX B3LCPOILLWI BETEP.
Hicke — 106, non HUM — OpOBH, TOXE Celble M TYCTbIE.

Ho koraa Pamceii nonbiTasicsi BCMOMHMTD I71a3a NOA 3THMHU
6poBAMH, OH eaBa He TMOTeprnces nopaxeHue. TEMHbIE, 3anas-
wnc B Yepen — ga. Ho Bcé-Taku yero-to He XBaTao, KaKOro-To
TPYAHO YJOBHMOrO BblpaxeHusi. Pamceit He Mor ero onpeac-
nuTh. Mn 310 npocTto oTcyTCTBHE BCAKOTO Bhlpaxenus? Yem-to
JIMLO B ero BHMIEHMM HANMOMMHAIO MacKy, B HEM He ropena
HCKpa NMOAJIMHHOMN XU3HH.

Hukorna paHblie He NMPUXOAWIOCH €MY TaK COCPENOTOYM-
paTbes. Bopb6a nornoTwia ero cwibHee, YeM KOrna OH MbITaIcs
MPUNOMHUTDL CHbI, KOTOpble NMPUBENH €ro ciofa. OTH CUEHbI
CHOB ONATb HAYaJIH BCIUILIBATh B MNAMSITH, OHM 3aKPbIBAU JIULIO
Ocwureca. Tenepb OHM CAYXAUTH NPHKPLITHEM A1 WaMaHa. Ho
Pamceit nponosokan mblTaThes.

H BoT 6yxBanbHO Ha o@HO MrHoBeHHue Pamceil sicHO yBuaen
3TO JIMLO, XMBoe, a He MacKy. [/lyGoko mocaxeHHble 11a3a ¢
OTTEHKOM YAMBIEHHSs1 MocMoTpeau Ha Hero. KoHrakr anwics
€[lBa JIM JOJibLUE B30Xa U TyT Xe npepBaics. U cHoea Pamceit
yBHMEN TOJILKO YEPHO-6enyio GpHTypy, OHa MEIJIEHHO pacIUlibl-
BaJjlach, NOKa He Mcye3na.

Y Pamcess 3abonena ronosa, 3aHbUIO Teso. Melliusl ero
HanpsArajMch He MEHblle Mo3ra, Koraa OH MNbITaics AOCTHYb
yero-to, caM He Bepd B ycnex. [lonbrraTecs ewg pas?

YépHoe M Genoe... YEPHOe... H...

YépHoe cTano cepbiM M anbiM. KTO-TO IpYTOii... OH novyB-
CTBOBAJI MPHUCYTCTBHE €LIE KOro-TO... OQHAaKO 3TOT APYroil o
HEM M He noao3pesaeT. Pamceii MbicieHHO 3atawics. Tak
MaJleHbKMH 3BEpEK TpIDKMMaeTcsl K 3emiie, YToObl MU30eXaThb
BHMMaHMs Bpara. OTOT Opyroii — B p a T, OH ConblMii Bpar,
yeM Ocurec. Kak ero uma? Oyann? To, 4To eMy ObUTO H3BECTHO
O BEPXOBHOM COBCTHHMKE, JaBajl0 OCHOBAaHMs BEpHTh B 3TO.
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Pamceit, ocMenes, noneiTasncs BbI3aTh JMuo. Hudyero — toms-
KO CO3HaHHe, 4YTO TIAe-TO TaM TNPHUCYTCTBYEeT APYroM.
BMelunBaTheA ganblie NMpocTo IIyTIo.

Pamceit oTkpbu1 rasza. OH NOYTH OXUAAT YBUAETb CKIOHUB-
uicrocsl K cebe yeJIoBeKa, 3aCTaB/IoLIEro ero... yro? PaMceit
He 3HaJl 3TOr0, HO Y Hero NOSBWIOCH OWIyLIeHHe NMPUHYXIe-
Hua. OH cen U ocMoTpen KaMepy. Her, oH ocraBaics 3mech
coBeplicHHO oaHH. U u3 naboparopuu, B kotopoit Menkond u
CTPaXHHK 3aCTaIM €ro, He JOHOCWIOCh HM 3BYKA.

Ecin Menkond nmpaB — a y Pamces He 6bUIO NpHYWH
COMHEBaThCA B €10 CJIoBaX, — BO3BpaTa K MpPOLUIOMY HeT.
Pamceii oxnaan coOCTBEHHOH peakuMH Ha 3TO, MOXET, NMpH-
CTYNa NaHHMKH, OLUYLICHUSA NMOTEPSHHOCTH.

Ho... Huyero nogo6Horo. PaMceit nocMoTpes1 Ha KOpHUYHe-
BYI0 KOXY CBOMX pyK. 310 He ero pykdu. Ho — Bor oHu! OH
yyBCcTBYET cebg B Teac Kackapa, Kak B CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM.
Inans B 3epkano, suaut yuuo Pamces Kumb6na, xoTs Koxa
CTaja CMyT/eii, 1IpaM Ucye3, BOJIOChl NOACTPHXEHbI NO-APYTO-
My. Ho oH no-npexsHemy Pamceit Kum6n, xakum Obin Belo
XHU3Hb.

Ecan 6b1 B HEM ocTancs XOTb clel MpeXHel JUYHOCTH
Kackapa... Ho OH ero He Haw€n. CnenoBaTesNbHO, OH He
M3MEHWICSI, U3MEHWICS MHpP BOKpYT Hero. Bc€ paBHO 4rO
paboTaTs B 4yXOH cTpaHe, nogyman Pamceii, MoxeTt, B Mexcu-
K€ WIH B OIHOM M3 I0XXHOAMCPHKAHCKMX rocyaapeTs. [1puinoch
6bI YYUTb A3BIK, H3y4aTh OObIYaH, YyXAble €r0 POAHOMN CTpaHe,
Kak 4yxanl oobrdan OnuvpoyHa, Ynana win TonkapHa.

JloMa y Hero HeT GIIM3KHMX, KOTOpbIE BCTPEBOXWINUCH Obl H3-
3a ero HcyesHoBeHMsA. TpolopoaHsle 6patbs... [locne cMepTn
poauTeneii B aBTOKATacTpode OH C CEMHAALIATH JIET XWI OHH.
UM 6111 cnMLIKOM 3aHSAT, CpaXxasch 3a NolydeHHe o6pa3oBaHuUs
H BO3MOXHOCTb INPOXHTb, YTOObl Y HEr0o BO3HUKIM TNPOYHbBIE
KOHTaKkThl. I'per, BeposiTHO, NMyyiumii ero apyr, xora ['per Tak
YBJIEYEH CBOMM NPOEKTOM, YTO HMYEro BOKPYT HE 3aMeyacT.
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HTak, oH cBo6oaeH, eC/IM MOXHO 3TO TaK Ha3BaTb, U MOXET
YCTPOHTLCH Ha paboTy 3a MopeM. 3aech, KOHEYHO, YYyTh MO-
Janblue, 4eM 3a MopeM, M 3TO ropasgo Oonee ccpbE3Has
nepeMeHa B XW3HH. OJHAKO €CM OH €€ NpPUMET, TO JIETKO
CyMeeT NOAABUTD JIIOOYI0 NMaHHUKY.

B cyuiHocTH, XOTS OH TOJIBKO YTO OCO3Ha/l 3TO, 3a BpeMs
#u3Hu B Kuncure Pamceit yxe Hayan aganmTupoBaThesi K
HOBoMy Mupy. EciM OH npu3HaeT, 4To Bo3BpaTa AJI1 HErO HET,
41O Aanbie?

Cyns no ToMy, YTO OH Y3Hajl, OH OKa3aJicsl B CaMOM cepaLe
OTBpaTHTENbHOM MHTpHUTH. 1 Menkonda 1 ero coobLHMKOB
INceBnoKackap cMepTenbHO omnaceH, MOTOMY YTO MOXET pac-
KPbITb, KAK OHHM HM36aBWIMCb OT MOMIMHHOIO npuHua. Jdna
Ouyajuia OH — BO3MOXHOCTb MIpbl C HOBOH MNELIKOH...

Ho oH caM no cebe! On He Kackap. U nMeHHo ero Gynyiuce
OHM CTapaloTcsl UCKA3UTb U U3MEHMTb — a MOXET, M COBEp-
LIEHHO YHUYTOXMTDb! ClieoBaTeNbHO, OTHBIHE OH CPaXaeTcsl
TOJILKO 3a cebs camoro.

H...

PaMceit Bckoumn, maaa Ha ABepb KieTKU. K1o-10 Maer. OH
He CJIBIIIAT HMKAKHX LUIAroB, HO ObL1 yBepeH, YTo B Jlaboparo-
PHH 0603HAYMIOCH KaKoe-To ABWxeHHe. Y oHo npubnickanocs.
Onsary Menkond, Ha 3TOT pa3 IOTOBbIH MOKOHYMTb € HUM?
Pamceii nepepén avixanue. KakuM 6b1 3K30THYECKHM OPYXHCM
TOT HM noJib3oBaicd, PaMces Henerko 6yner youTb.

IMo-npexHeMy OH He CIbILLaN HU 3ByKa, HO 3HaJI, YTO KTO-
To mpUOIMXKaeTcsl K HeMy.

AMepHKaHel HAaKJIOHWICS W B3sU1 CTY/N 3a HOXKY. OH He
3HaeT, HackoibKo 3(d@eKTHBHA Takas 3alllMTa, HO Oosbluc
MOKa HUYETO NMpeaNpHHSATh He MoxeT. BoMoxHO, noBes3ET,
OH ycneeT BblIOUTb TPYOKY M3 pyK Menkonda. KoHeuHo, ecaun
TOT MPOCTO HE OCTAHOBMTCS 3a PEIUETKOH M He NOpa3MuT ero
JYYOM (ECNTM TaK HOEHCTBYET 3TO OpYXHe), CaM OCTaBasChb BHE
npenesioB IOCSraeMOCTH.
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B ABepsix KOPOTKOIO KOpHIOpa, B KOTOPOM pacliojiaraliuch
KamMepsl, nokasanach ¢urypa. YépHo-6enas... PaMmceii 3Han Bo
IBOpLIE TOBLKO OMHOIO YcjioBeKa B Takoii oaexae. Ho cryn ox
HE ONYCTHI.

Ocutec weén MemneHHo. [llaMaH nertancs noiMarh U yaep-
xaTb B3rnan Pamcesa. B 3tom tamnace onacHocth! ToyHo Tak,
KAK OH owyTii 6e33ByyHoe npuomnkenyue [lpoceem€HHoro,
HHCTHHKT noackasan Pamcelo, yto Henb3si no3ponsaTb Ocurecy
CMOTpeTh €My B Iya3a. PaMceil omycTun B3op M cMOTpesl Ha
noa6opoIoK UlaMaHa, Ha ero MOPLUIMHMUCTOE TopJio.

IllamMaH momoLIEN K ABEPH KaMephbl.

— Tlopa noroBopuTb, HE3HAKOMELl, — TIOJOC €ro 3BYYaJl
xpurno. OH Kak GyATO He 4acTo MM TOJIb30BaICS.

— MoxeTt 6brTh, — OTBeTHN Pamceit. — M yro 1B MHe
ckaxelws? S TBOH TUVIEHHHMK M NOHeBoje 6yay ciyluaThb.

— Tw»l He Moli TUIEHHHK.. — QOcHTeC BLICYHYNl PYKY M3
CKJIafIoK JJIMHHOIO pyKaBa, NpyKall NATh NajibueB K aBepu. Ta
pacnaxHynach. — Bbxoam, He3HaKoMell...

Pamceit kone6ancs. YUro ecam oH mnociywiaercs, a ero geu-
CTBHMS MCTOJIKYIOT KaK MOMLITKY K GercTBy, 4robbl M36aBUTLCH
OT Hero 6e3 JMLIHUX XJIOonoT?

— ¥ MmeHa Het opyxus, — ronoc OcHreca 3Byda ycTano. —
U g He cobupalock Te6s npenapaTh.

Pamceit BcnoMHun cinoBa Tekbl.

— Jlaéwsb cloBO-06513aTEILCTBO? — CNpOCHIIL.

— CnoBo-06513aTe/ILCTBO, — C N'OTOBHOCTBLIO OTBeTHI Ilpo-
CBELLEHHBIIA.

Mo cnosam I'puunUibabl, Takoe cnoBo HepywnMo. PaMmceii ¢
TPOXOTOM YPOHWJI CTYJl W Bblllen B y3KMil KOpHIOP.

— HnémM! — Ocurec yxe NMOBEpHY/ICS M HanpaBWICS Ha3all
B JNlaGopatopuio. Pamceii ocTopoxHO mnocnenosan 3a HHM.
Ilaman nan cnoBo-0653aTeabCcTBO, HO OHO Belb HE pacripoc-
TPAHSACTCS Ha OCTAbHBIX YYaCTHHKOB 3aropopa npotHs Kackapa.

OHM HanpaBWJINCh He K TOii JIECTHHLE, N0 KOTOpOH B 3al
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cnyctwics PaMceil, a K NpOTHBOMOJIOXKHON CTOPOHE YCTaB/IEH~
HOTO MaluMHaMM nomeiieHus. Ha onHoit u3 ckameii Pamceii
yYBHIEN CBOIO MacKy. MalllMHaTbHO OH B35l €€: 3Ta MacCKHpOB-
Ka MOXET CHOBA eMy NOHaI00UTLCA, ocobeHHO B JloMe, rae cro
HbIHELIHEE JIMLIO CITYXMUT TOJILKO TTOMEXOiA.

3nech okazanach eLI€ OlHa JIeCTHHLA, bosiee KpyTas U y3Kas.
OcHrcc nogHUMalics MeNIEHHO, KakK 6ynTo ycuius HcToluami
€ro Xpymkoe Teso. PaMceli HeTepneanBo TONTANCA B HECKOJb-
KHX w1arax 3a HUM. OH TIOCTOSIHHO OIJISUIBIBICS, BCE BpeMs
OXHIas YC/IbIIATb 3BYKHU MpecieaoBaHI.

JlectHnua uuia npsimo BBepX. TOHKas cBeT/ast TMHUS Hand
TOJIOBOIi TNOBOpWIA O NPHOTKPLITOI ABepu. Bo3MoxHO, HMX
xayr. Hakoneu Ocwurec, TSDKCIO OblLa, 100pasicss 10 BbIXOAA.
PaMmceii B3Gupascst cpasy 3a HUM.

PaMcero He nanu BpeMeHM TOpa3risAbIBATL Hborato yopaH-
Hoe noMeliueHHe. OcHTeC NOACHIEN K BLICOKOMY KpecJly pe3HOro
N030JI0YEHHOIO iepeBa ¢ OaIaXHHOM, CKPhIBABUIMM TOFO, KTO
CHIMT Ha 3TOM TPOHeE.

XKeHluMHa Kasajnach Ha 3TOM OOJIBLLIOM TPOHE OYEHb Mi-
JNIEHBKOM, HO ObL1a OKpYXEeHAa TAKMM OPCOJIOM BETHYMS, YTO HU
B MaJeiilleil CTeNeHU He NpPOM3BOAWIA BrieYaT/ieHUE craGoH.
HanpoTus, TpoH Ka3zajicsl sl HEE€ caMbIM TNOIXOASLLMM CHAE-
HUEM.

Ha e€ ruteun 6b1 HabpoleH MexoBoit maul, xots Pamceio
MOKA3QJIOCh, YTO B KOMHaTe XapKo. ['onoBy npukpbiBan uiapd
M3 30J10TOH MaTepuM, CKPEIUIEHHDIH KOJIbLIOM C AparoLeHHbI-
MH KaMHsiMH. Ha By octaBanoch Tonbko auuo. Pyxu, xyasle,
KaK NTHYbH Jlanbl, CTIOKOHHO NeXanu Ha KosieHsX. bonmbiuoit
najey NpaBoi pyKH OTSAIOWAN0 KOJIBLO C MEYaThlo, TAKOE Xe€,
Kak y Texnnl, TAXENOEe U MacCMBHOE, BNMBLICECH B IUIOTh.
Boinv ¥ ApyrHe Koabua, Bce € KPYTTHbIMM KaMHSIMM.

ManeHbkiie HOTHM B MSITKOil OOYBM NpOYHO CTOSLIUM Ha
NOAHOXKEe TpoHa. Bcé€ BMecTe Mpoun3Boanno BreyaTieHHe He-
npepekacMoii BracTH. PaMmceii He COMHEBANCH, YTO NEpel HUM

98



ctapad uMnepatpuua. M c mobombITcTBOM pastuuirinan eé
Juuo. KakoBa oHa, 3Ta XeHLUIHHA, KOTOPAsi peliivia H30aBUTb-
Csl OT COGCTBEHHOTO BHYKa BO MMS [ONTa NEpEN CTpaHOM?

Bo3spact 3aocTpun yepTbl e€ nuua. EcaM korma-to oHa wm
obnanana KpacoTo#, ceifyac oT Heé He ocTajioch HH ciaena. Ho
eil ¥ He HYXHO ObITb KpacuBoi. B n0b6oM obiiecTse oHa cpasy
MpPHUBNCYCT K cecbc BHMMaHue. Ha Pamces oHa noaeiicrsonana,
KK HUKTO B XH3HM. Ho 10HOLIA peuinn He NoxasbiBaTh 3TOro.
Y10 KacacTcs €ro caMoro, oHa Bpar.

Onu 6buH oaHM. BeicTpbiit B3r1aa mokasan Pamcelo, yro
anech Tonbko Ocutec ¥ Ksenapuaa. Uro Tam ropopwia Texna?
YT0 3TH ABOE CYMTAIOT €r0 YTpO30MH, HO HE COIJIacATCs Ha €ro
y6uiictso? OcTalorcs Tpoe: beprain, HOBBI Hac/ieJHHK, COBET-
HMK, 1 Menkond. I'ne oum ceifuac? O3HayaeT M OTCYTCTBHE
TPEX MIAALIMX YYaCTHMUKOB, YTO CpPEedY 3arOBOPLUMKOB MPOH30-
we€n packoa? Ecan tak, To Kak Pamcelo Mcronb3oBarh 370 B
cBoux uensix?

OH noyyBCcTBOBAI Ha ceGe MPHUCTIbLHBIA B3NN MMIEpaT-
puubl. U BcTpeTHn 3TOT B3risA cNnokKo¥Ho, 6Ge3 Toro
MHCTHHKTHBHOIO ONaceHMsd, C KakuM cMorpen Ha Ocureca.
Moiranue cTaHOBWIOCH HAanpsDKEHHbIM, HO Pamceit peumn,
YTO NEpPBLIM HE 3arOBOPHT.

3aroopwia MMnepaTpuua.

— Yo ThI 33 yeNOBEK? — OHa 3a/iasia BONPOC Pe3KO, CIOBHO
0XHIana HEMEUICHHOIO OTBETa.

— 1 camblii O6LINHBII YenoBeK... — PaMceit nokonebasncs,
NoToM A06aBWJI YBAKMTEIbHbIA TEPMUH, C KOTOPLIM, KaK OH
cabilian, obpalualorcsi K HEMHOTMM OCTaBLIMMCA KOpoJieBaM
ero MHpa: — Manam.

Ksennpuaa caenana HeTepnesMBblil XecT PYKOH.

— KaknM-1o 06pazoM Tbl NPHOOPEN BaXHOE 3HaYeHUE, —
BO3pa3uia oHa. — M Haye Tbl Obl He oKa3asncsi 3AeCh.

— Bl xotuTe ckasath, MazaM, — PamceH nocTapancs
TOBOpPHTb KAK MOXHO CIOKOWHeH, — YTo /i Bac A Obu1 ObI
niojie3Hee MEPTBbIM?
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PoT noa KproykoBaThIM HOCOM AporHya. Ha BbI3oB OTBeTI
Ocwrec. .

— Tr1 nep3ok... — B rosioce €ro 3By4asio NPeAOCTCPEXCHHUE.

— A yro emi€ MHc ocraércg? — Pamceli yauBwicd, yto
CcyMeJl HaiiTH 3TH CJIOBQ; MOXOXE, TONLKO TAKHC U MPUTOOHbI B
3TOM oOluecTBe. — MHc ckasanu, yro a MEpTB. M kak Gyato
cpa3y B ABYX pasnuMyHbIX MHpax. Ho pa3 a MCpTB, yTo MHe
OCTACETCS, KPOME ACP3KHMX peucit?

K yaueneHuio PamMcesi, uMnepaTpHua HCOXHUIAHHO XPHIUIO
paccMesiach.

— [IIpekpacHo cka3aHO, He3HakoMell. Y TeOs ObICTpLIH
A3bIK M YM, — OHa 4YyTb 3alHyJlach, — W TBOH YM OTJIMYaeTcs
OT TOro, YTO HaM H3BecTHO. YTo Xe HaM c TobGoii nenarts?

— Yo M H e genaTb, — mnonpaBwl oH. — Bpibop
NPUHALJIEXUT MHE, MaJaM.

HUmnepatpuua Momyana, pasmisabieas ero. [lotoM cnpoch-
J1a, CMPOCWIa BEXJIMBO, HO HE OUYCHb 3aHHTEPECOBAHHO:

— W yto Xe Tbl coOMpaewIbes AelaTh, MUTbYUK?

Pay #i moxan meyamm.

[Toka yTo MHe He NAaBUIM HU MAJICHLUEil BO3MOXHOCTHU
BblOOpa, MazaM. Menkond ckasan, 4TO BepHYTbcsl B CBOM
coOCTBeHHbIF MHp S He cmory. Ecni noeepurh eMy, MHe
HYXHO HalTH MECTO 3€eCh.

OHa MeUIeHHO NnoKayajia KOPOHOBaHHOIi IoJoBoiA.

— He 3necn, He B Jlome, He B Ynane, nokay Te¢ba 3 T o
JIMLoO.

— A KTo nan MHe ero, MagaM? — CHOBa BBI3BbIBAIOLIE
cripocun PamMceii.

— VY Hac Toxe He ObUlo BbIOOpa, — BcsAKasi NETKOCTb
Hcyeana U3 e€ rojoca. B HEM cHoBa 3ByYana TOJBLKO XOJOQHAA
BIaCTHOCTb. — Tbl AOJDKEH 3HaTh cuTyauuio. [1pasnenne Kac-
Xapa HEeMHHyeMO BbI3BaJIo 6b1 KaTacTpody, KOTOPYIO CTPaHa He
Bbiiepxana Obl.

— Bcé paBHO, Bbl JOJDKHBI NMPUHATL MeHs, — Pamceit
OTKa3bIBAICS NMOANABATLCA €€ BIMSIHUIO.
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— A xe ckazana: Mbl He MOXCM, — M CHOBA BJIACTHOCTb B
rosoce.

— 3HauMT, Ball OTBET TaKoH Xxe, Kak y Menkonda, —
yOUiicTBO? — CNpOCHI OH.

E€ pyku B KoJibLiax l1eBeTbHYJMCh, TOHKYE NManbLbl BLEMH-
JIUCb B Kpai MCXOBOTO IUIAllA, B KAMHSIX KOJIEW PaLyX:HbIMU
HCKpaMy oTpasivics ceeT. OcHTec caenan iuar Briepél M3-3a
TPOHA, CJOBHO OXpaHssl CBOIO NnpaBuTeabHULy. JIErkas TcHb
BO3MYLLIEHHS HMCKa3Wia ero JMILO, HapyliMB HEMNOABIDKHOCTb
MACKM, KOTopas Jiexajla Ha ero JIMLe ¢ TOrO MOMEHTa, KaK OH
BbImycTHn PaMcest U3 xaMepbl.

— Tol cAHLIKOM MHOTO ceOe No3Bossiellib! — rosioc laMaHa
Mpo3ByYyas pe3Ko, HO MMIMepaTpHLa NpepBaJa ero.

— ¥ koro Gonbliie npaBs 3aaaThb HaM 3TOT BOINpPOC, NPEnoao-
6Hb1i? HeTt, He3HaKoMell, Mbl He YOBEM TeOs. Ho ectb mpyroit
— apyrue... OHH He TaK TepnUMBbI, TOTOMY 4TO 6osITcsi. A Koraa
monn 6oATcd, OHM [OEHCTBYIOT, MyApO WIH HEpasyMHO, HO
JeHcTBYI0T. ECH TLI OCTaHeWbCH XMB — roBoplo Tebe 310
HCKpeHHe, — To He B JloMe, He B Yianme, gaxe He MO 3Ty
CTOPOHY OKeaHa. Tbl MPHHSUI BHEUWIHOCTb TOJKAPHLA... XOpO-
LUO... TaK U XUBH!

— A noyeMy s OO/DKEH MCHONHATh BalM TOXeJaHus,
MazaM? — Pamceii cnpocun He nep3ko. OH Hanesuics, YTo 3TH
nBoe noiiMyt ero. IIpocto OH uyenoBek, KOTOPHIM HENL3st
KOMaH0BaTb.

— Takoe pclieHHe HE MPOCTO MOE XejlaHMe, — OTBETHIA
MMINEpaTpHlia. — DTO BCEro JIMIUb 3ApaBblii cMblcn. 1 Mory
yaepxaTb Menkonda: noka XuB MOM CbIH, HbIHEWHHA HMIIE-
paTop — XOTHl OH ObIcTpo cnabeer, — MOM MNpHKa3bl GynyT
ucnonHeHsl. Korga oH yMpET, y MeHS OCTaHETCS MeECTO B
Jlome, HO BNAcTLIO A yXe¢ He Oyay obnamatb. Torma s cMory
TOMBLKO NpeasiaraTb, a He NPUKA3BIBATD.

Tebe pacckasbiBanu 06 Ouasie, o TOM, Yero oH no6MBaercs.
JlioboMy M3 ero co3naHMii, 3TUM If1a3aM M yillaM, KOTOpbl€ OH
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paccest1 Mo BceMy HOBOpLYY, IJOCTaTOYHO YyBUACTb Tebs 6e3
MACKH, H OH cpa3y 00 3Tom y3HaeT. 1 Mory TeGe noobGeluarn,
yTO ecad Oyan oTelleT Te6s1, TBOEH y4acTbio 6yaeT He cMepTb,
a CMepTb-NPH-XU3HHU.

He nymaii, yto Kackap Bcerna 6b11 cnab, n€rkoe opyaue B
PYKaX 4YeJIOBeKA C CWILHOMH Bojeil. Koraa-1o oH ObUL1 Kak Thl,
MOJIOZlL ¥ TOpA CBOCH CWIOH, OBICTPbIN pasyMoM M TenoM. A
TOBOPIO TaK HE ITOTOMY, YTO OH KPOBb OT MOCH KPOBH, TUIOTb OT
Moeii TUI0TH, HacJeAHUK Moero J[loMa, HeT, 3TO AeCTBHTE/IbLHO
npasaa.

Mbl Tak ¥ He y3HaIH, KAKMMH 3MbIMH cnocobamu Ouamn
nomunHwi cebe Kackapa. Bosmoxio, oH naxe ussparun Jlpes-
Hee 3HaHHe, KOTOpoe, KaK Mbl BEPHJTH, COXPAHWIOCHh TOJIBKO Y
Mpoceell€HHBIX, YyTOOLI caenath Kackapa TakuM, KakuM OH
cral. U ecsid OH choenan 3To OooHAXdbl, pa3Be HE CMOXET
noBropuTb? Thl XO4Yellb CTaTh TEHBIO CAMOIO cedsi, He3HaKO-
men?

PaMceit NoOHs, 4YTO MMIepaTpMLia He TNbITaeTcd 3amyraTh
ero. 9ta Ksenapunaa, npaBureabHHLa Yiana, roBopwia copep-
HIEHHO cepbé3Ho. HapKoTMKM, r'MNHO3 — BOT Ha YTO OHa
HaMeKaeT. 1 OH npekpacHO NMOHHMMaeT, YTO CIYYHTCS, €CJIM
Oyayu1 HAIOXHT Ha HEro CBOM Ipsi3Hble pyKu. JlomycTHM, OHH
npaBbl, Y Hero Het Oyayuiero B 310l 3eMne? BricTpoe orcTyn-
JIeHHe KaXeTcs HawryyiunM BbxonoM. KoHeuHo, 3To coBceM
HC O3HAyaeT, YTO OH He CMOXET KOraa-HuOyab B Oymyliem
BepHYTEcA. Eci oHM BbIMrpaior cxsatky ¢ OwamwioM.. Ho
ceifgac ObUIO BaXXHO HacTosillee, a He Oymyluee.

— S Mory cuutath, yTo Menkond ckasan npasay? —
CNPOCWI OH Y HHX 0boMX. — YTO MHe HEeT BO3Bpara B CBOIA
mMup?

HUmMneparpuua npenocrasuna orseyatb OcHrecy.

— 3710 npapaa. A cHoBa nocbuUla COH B TBOI MHp. M HMyero
He Haweén. Tor, keM 6b1 THI, MuHOBan [locnennue Bpara
BMecTe ¢ KackapoM. [la npeGyneT ¢ HUM MHp! — LIaMaH caea
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JNIETKMH XecT, -Ha4epTHUB B BO3OyXe KakKoi-To cuMpon. Mmme-
paTpHLA CKIOHWIA IOJIOBY.

— Xopoiuo. Ecy s yitny u3 Ynana, ckaxeM, B TonakapH?
Kak 310 opraHn30BaTh?

— Bcé yxe opraHn3oBaHo. HaM HYXXHO TOJBKO TBOE CorJa-
cHe, — OBICTPO cKasas liaMaH. — XOTsA cefvac KyTibl peako
OTBRXXMBAIOTCA IUIbITH 32 MOpE, Y OOHOTO TaKoro kopabib kak
pas Ha sKope B 3ananHoi rapaHu. OH roToB B3ATb Maccaxupa.
Onexna, opyxue, KpeAUT Y 3TOTo Kyrua — BcE XOET 1ebd Ha
6opty. Tl yenellb HEMEUIEHHO...

— Bbl 6bicTpo NMpUHHMaeTe pellleHUSl, — CyXO 3aMeTHI
Pamceii.

— Tak HyxHo, — otBeTw1 Ocurec. — YeM ObicTpee ThI
noxuHews JIoM M okaxeuncss B OKeaHe, TeM B Ooblueit
6esonacHocTH Oyneirs. Oyawi, BO3MOXHO, YK€ Y3Hal O TBOEM
cyluecTBoBaHMH. Her nmpuyMH cumMTaTh, YTO OH He Yy3HaeT. U
Mbl He TpeyBeJMYHUBAEM OMACHOCTb: OH MLUET BCEMH CBOUMHM
cnoco6aMu.

PaMceii moxan ruieyamw.

— Tloxoxe, y MeHs HeT BbiGOpa.

— KoHeyHo, HeT, — NOATBEpAWIA MMIiepaTpyuua. — Mel
coxasieeM, YTO Thl 0KA3aJICs 3aXBa4YeH HAIUMMH JeJlaMH, HO 3TO
ObL10 BbI3BAHO YpE3BLIYAITHO BAXHOW NpHYMHOI... He craHy
OTpHLATh, ecaud Obl mepenq HaMHM CHOBa BCTal BbIGOp, Mbl
MpPHUHSUM 6Bl TO Xe caMoe pelueHue. OQUH YeSIOBEK HHYETO He
3HAYMT 10 CPABHEHMIO C Ge30MaCHOCTBIO LeJIOi CTPaHBLl.

Pamceii Bamanyn Ha Ocwureca.

— MhHe rosopwn, yto IIpocBelIEHHBIE TONBKO COBETYIOT,
HO He IeHcTBYIOT. MHe Kaxercs, 34ech Thl caenan Cosblue...

— Ha Molo ronoBy ¥ cepaue asxeT 3rot nmoctynok. M 3to
He TBOE€ neno, HesHakoMel! Ho mockosbKy Thl cornacwics, He

. 6yneM TpaTUTh BpeMeHH Ha 6OMTOBHIO. Thl JOJDKEH HEMeEIeH-
HO YXOIOUTB!
— 51 xouy BHayane yBUIETHCA ¢ Jiequ Teknoii.
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MMnepaTpHua 4yTh HaKIOHWIACh Bnepél B CBOEM TPOHE,
MPHUCTAIbHO B3MIAHY/a HA Hero. )

— 3aueM? [Ins Takoil BCTpCYH HET HHUKaKoro riosoga. OHa
3HaeT, YTO MbI Tebe rOBOPUM, M COIJIACHA C HAUIUM NpPELJIoxKe-
HHcM. JleBoyka MOCTymIa XOpoulo. A Tenepb NOCTYNAcT ellé
Jiyylie, MMpPHO COCAHHsSIS [BE HallM CTpaHbl Ansl Gosbluci
fesonacHocTH M NpouBeTaHusa obenx. bepran, KoHeyHo, He
[TupaH, Moii ymMupalounii CbIH, OH He BEJIMKHIT npaBuTcnL. Ho
OH TNpHUCITYLIMBAaeTCs K Pa3yMHOMY COBETY H TOpsT40 HEHaBUAUT
Ovamna. M torna HaM He HyXHO OyneThb omacaThCsl, YTO 3TOT
CbIH 3J1a CHOBa OPOCHT CBOIO TEHb Ha Hally 3eMJIO!

HeMHoro noMosyas, rryGoOKHUM, TNOJIHBIM YYBCTBAa NOJIOCOM
OHa npoaoypkmiaa: «Her... yxonu HeMmemneHHo... Ocurec nposo-
IUT Te6s 10 BOpPOT. 32 HUMU TeOs XAET YesIoBeK, OH OTBEAET K
kopa6nio. U — He cHuMait Macky. HaneHb e€ HememicHHO! Tol
Xe He Xodyelllb, YTOObl Bce BUACAM, YTO MEPTBELl XOAMT MO
yauuamM?» — M OHa yKasaja Ha MacKy B €ro pyKe.

AMepHKaHel Mor 6bl CHOBa norpeGoBaTh CBUAAHHUS ¢ Tek-
JION, HO pelln, YyTo 310 BecnonesHo. K ToMy xe uMneparpuua
O4YeHb SCHO faja NMOHATb, YTO AEeBYLIKA 3HaeT 000 BCEM, 4TO
eMy npemioxeHo. Ho, HameBas MacKy M 3acTéruMBas c€ Ha
ropsie, PaMceli ucnbIThiBa1 Nevyasib ¥ pasoyapoBaHue. KoHey-
HO, OH, KaK JIMYHOCTb, HHYero He 3HayuT M1 Texibl. OHa
IEeHCTBOBAIA C CcaMOIO Hayala He pagud crmaceHust Pamces
Kum6na, a yro6bl crnacTy IulaHbl 3THX JBOMX; OHa COIJIaCHa,
YTO MOJIb3a CTPaHbl BaXHee CyAbObl ONHOIO YeJoBeKa, XOTs H
OTKa3aJ1aCh NPeNOCTaBHTb €ro B 100biyy Oyauty WM ropsfauM
ToJIoBaM cpell y4acTHMKOB MHTPUIH. 3a 3TO OH eil 6narona-
peH. OHa Tenepb BhlitaeT 3aMyX 3a beprana. Ouamn yrparur
cBolo Biaactb. M ucropus noinér no Tpone, HaMeyeHHOH
3THMM CTApyXOil ¥ CTAPUKOM.

HMMnepaTpnua He nonpouanack ¢ PamceeM, OH ToXe HUye-
TO el He cka3an. OHa OTKHMHY/Ach Ha CIIMHKY TPOHa, JIMLO ¢€
CKPbLIOCh B TEHM HaBeca, HO JOHOLUA YBUIEJ, YTO OHa 3aKpbLia
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mas3a. Moxer, yxe BbIOpOCWIa €ro M3 rojioBbl, KaK OKOHYa-
TeJbHO M aKKYpaTHO PELIEHHYIO npobnemy.

Ho KseHapuna Ynaackasi He MOXeT NpcABUAETb Oynylee,
3TOr0 He MOTYT TOYHO aesaTh aaxke [IpocBewi€HHble. BozMox-
HO, ¢€ ell€ 0XUIAIoT ONWH-ABa clopripu3a. M Pamceit mogyman,
YTO OH BMOJIHE MOXET CTaTb MCTOYHMKOM 3THX CIOPIPH30B.
EwE B kaMcpe OH peuins, YTo HUKOrAa He OIMYCTUTCH A0 po;H
6c¢3BONIBHONH MapHOHETKM HM B 4YbMX pyKax. [To3toMy oH He
cobupasics ObITh UIPYLUKOH 3TOM XeHIUHHbl. OH NPHHALIEXHUT
TOJBKO ceOe M TaKMM U OCTaHETCsl — JaXe €CIM padd 3TOro
NpUOETCA cpaXaTbcsl HacMepTh.

OHM UM KOpHOOpaMM, CITYCKAIHCH 110 JIECTHHMLIAM M HaKo-
Hel BLILWUIKM BO ABOP, TAKO# Xe, KakK TOT, Kyaa PaMces npusena
I'pymuiwnnaa Bo BpeMsi WX nepporo 6erctsa u3 Jloma. U Tak xe
X Xnan ¢iaep, a y €ero CTyneHeil — 4ejJoBeK B MyHAMWpE
crpaxHuka. OH npusercrBoBan OcHreca, noroM Pamces, no-
IOXIa, TIOKA TOT NOAHMMETCA B MaUIMHY, U CaM TOIHSJICS
cnenoM.

®naep onsATh pe3Ko NOACKOYMI BBEPX, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OHHU
netean Henonro. Cenu Ha KBaApaTHYIO IUIOLIAAKY, PSAROM
cablancs maeck Boabl. [domkHo Gbrmb, Mope. Ilepen HUMHK
JEXa1a TIPUCTaHb, psAAbl Kopabneii. Pamceii He yBumen HM
NapycoB, HH BooOlUe KaKoro-jJubo paHroyra, TOJNbKO B LIEHTpe
KAX0T0 Kopabnsi Topyan Kakoh-1o ctoni6. CTpaXHHMK Xian
Pamces.

— Yxe Gam3ko.. — cka3an oH. — BOH TOT... — OH
noBepHynca K Pamcelo, HO B3I €ro TYT Xe CKOJML3HyN 3a
TUICYO IOHOLWUHW. B rnasax npoMenbKHy/NO yOUBIEHHME, OH pack-
Pbla poOT.

PaMceit AciicTBOBa/l MHCTHHKTHBHO, OH CTPEMUTE/IbHO YyTal
Ha 3eMJII0 U MepeKaTWwics Ha 60K. MMMO NpoCcKOYWI YenoBeK
¢ o6HaxXEHHbIM MeyoM. HanaBuiuii YyTh NoTepsut paBHOBECHE,
IIaBHBIM O06pa30M TMOTOMY, YTO PacCYMTLIBA BOH3HWTb MeY B
cnuHy Pamces.
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Ho 10, yTo npenatensckoe HanaacHUE He YAANIOCh, OTHIONb
He 0BECKypPaXHIO HeaHaKoMua. OH Pe3Ko NOBEPHYICS H HANa
cHoBa. U npu 3TOM BLIKpHUKHY: )

— KpoBHas MccTh!

PaMceit ngaxe He monsrTanca BcTaTh. HanpoTtus, nepesep-
HYJICS Ha CIIMHY M XIaJ, BHELUHe JErkas noobrda. MedHHuK
TOXC HOCHJI MacKy, TOJILKO ipKO-XEnTylo. CKBO3b € npopesu
6necHynu GeweHble rnasa. Hananalowmnii cHoBa npbirHya. Pam-
ceif HanpsT MBILLILILI HOT U Pe3KO BLIOPOCHI MX Briepéa B yaape,
KOTODbIH OTOPOCHJI TeJIO NMPOTHBHUKA B CTOPOHY.

I'nasa 9

Hanaaaloumii, He roToBblii K Takoii BCTpede, KyGapeM no-
KaTwics no 3emJie. [Iponosxkas ABHDKCHKE, aMepHKaHeLl TUIaBHO
' BCKO4MJ Ha Horu. [lanas, ero NpoTMBHHMK noTepsin Mey. PaM-
ceil HaCTymWw1 HOTO# Ha ocTpoe Jie3BHe. Bpar K1Hyncs K Hemy
B TpeTHii pa3, U PaMceit TouHO omycTi peGpo NanoHHU Ha ero
welo. OH paccCYMTBIBA TONLKO ONIYLIMTDb, @ He YOHTDb. 2Kénras
Macka pyXHy1 JIMLOM BHM3 Ha MOCTOBYIO IaBaHM, Aa TaK H
ocTajics nexarb. Pamceii, TsDKeso Obllia, HAKIOHWICS, MOJO-
6pan Me4 M 3aMep, JepXa ero HaroTose.

OH 00HapyxmJ1, 4To BOKpYT coopanuch 3puread. Ho ecnu B
JloMe ¥ 6GbL1a Kakasi-TO NOJHMLMSA, 30ech €€ He oKasaaoch. U
HUKTO M3 3puTeneil He BMcluMBanca. Cpean Hux Pamceil He
pasmisaen ABOPLIOBOTO CTPAXHMKA, KOTOpbIM Kak OGyaro no-
JDKeH Obu1 ybeauTbesl, YTO OH OnaronomyyHo noGpaica Ao
Kopabns.

— OTIHYHBIA OpOCOK... — 3aMeT1 OOMH M3 3pUTENeH,
Zesasi OAMH-ABA lUara Briepéa.

Bricokuii, Xynoil, ¢ YEPHBIMM BOJIOCAMM, TNPUKPLITbIMU
wnsAnoi ¢ rpe6HeM, Takoi Xe, Kak Hocuwl M caM Pawmceii.
Tonbko Macku y Hero He Obu10. KypTKa y HEro KopoTkast, Kak
y CJIYT, HO Ha LIHPOKOM INosice BHCeE/l KOPOTKUIH LiepeMOHHUaIb-
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HbIi MeY ! ellé KaKoe-To opyXHe B HoxHax. K ToMy xe Hurae
He 6bUTO BHAHO HHKakKoro repba. Cepylo ogexay Ha rpyaM no
IHAaroHAIM Nepecekana ¢pHoneToBas MOJIOCKA.

O6paiuasics K PaMcero, oH NOOHS1 pyKy B pAiOBOM NpPHUBET-
CTBMHM, KakK OyaTo oraaBast OOBMMHYIO JaHb BEXIUBOCTH.

— Jlenan u3 Kenrana, — npexacraBuicd oH. — BonbHbiii
KaIlUTaH.

— ApnyT u3 TonkapHa, — orBeTi1 Pamceil. OH Hanpsx€H-
HO pasMbILWISUL. BbicTpoe 1cue3HOBEHHE ABOPLIOBOTO CTPAXXHHKA
NPHBOAWIO TOJILKO K OJHOMY 3aKIoueHHo. EMy noarotoswiu
3anagHio! ¥ KTo-To ANI9 3TOro BOCNOJNbL30BaNCH MAaCKHPOBKOM
PaMcesa kak xpoBHuKa. M 10HOIA moayMan, 4yTo eMy He HYXHO
IAJICKO OTBICKMBATb OPraH M3aTOPOB 3TOro HananeHus. Bec, yro
FrOBOpWIH eMy uMneparprua U Ocurec, NpeqHa3Ha4YanoCch TATbKO
IS OMHOM LeNH: YTOObI OH NMOKOPHO HAINpaBWICS HaBCTpeYy
cMepTH. MoXeT, I1aH BO3HUK He Mepen 3Toi BcTpevyeil. Bos-
MoxHo, ¥ Tekna, mpuaymbiBasi AJi1 HEFO MAacKMpOBKY, YXe
npeaBUAEA TaKOH KOHEL.

Pamceit ouryrun rieB. Ouu urpanu ¢ HuM! Xopowo —
OTHbIHC OH UM Hu4Yero He nowkeH. OH NPUHALNEXUT TONLKO
cebc. M Hukakoro yxoma B TonkapH. OH BooGlue Temnepb
COMHEeBaJICsl, YTOOB!I 3aech, B JloMe, NeiicTBUTENBHO HaLUENCA
Kopabnb, oTruibBalowiuii B TosakapH.

BonbHBIN KanuTaH OMyCTWICS Ha KOJIEHO PSAOM € Henoa-
BWXHBIM NPOTMBHUKOM PaMcesi, nepeBepHy/ €10 Ha CIIMHY U
CHSUT XENTy10 MacKy. HerpoMKo NnpHCBUCTHYN M OLIEHHBAIOLIE
nocMorpea Ha PaMmces.

— KT10-TO OYEeHB X04YeT YBUAETb TeOs MEPTBbIM, HE3HAKO-
Mell. Tol 3Haews ero? — M OH TKHyn GONbUIMM MajbUEM B
CTOPOHY HEMonAB;DKHOro GoMua.

— Hen.

— 310 OnuHan, OnNbITHBIA HaéMHbIH youiua. OH Oepér
o4eHb aoporo. [Jo/mkHo ObITh, TBOM KPOBHUKM HE NMOCKYNWINCh
ONYCTOLUWThL CBOU KapMaHbl, — BCTaBasl, OH Ope3r/IMBO OTpSAX-
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Hyn pyku. Kak 6ynto xoTen M36aBHTLCA OT BCAKUX CJICZOB
MPUKOCHOBEHHS K XC/ATOH Macke.

— A 611 nocoeeTOBAT TeOC HE M300pPAKATD 34€Ch IMyTI 3CMJTH,
— nponomkan [enaH. U oxuHyn B3misiaoM cobpaBluyrocs
Tonmy. — BrnionHe Bo3aMoxHO, yTo OOMHaI NPUXBATIUT IOMOLLL-
HHKOB.

Pamccii pacrepancs. Ecam 3TOT TMN roBOpHT Npasay, Mox-
HO OXMHOaTb MOBTOPHOIro HanaacHusi. A ysuacB Pamcest B
AeHCTBUM, M000I GraropasyMHbIH 4€I0BEK MPEANOYTET YOUTD
ero Ha pacctossHuHd. OH He BIUICN MOJO3PHUTENBHbBIX JIOACH B
ToJile, HO aBaHTIOPHAs XM3Hb Cpelll onacHocTel ObLIa BHOBE
VIS HETO, M NMOTOMY OH MCINbITBIBA 3aMELUATE/NbCTBO.

HenaH nerko KOCHYNICS €ro pyku.

— bnaropa3syMHee nobpicTpee ybpaThesi orciona. I'osopsr,
OTCTYTUIEHHe — TpaBasi pyKa A06/1ecTH.

Pamceii ena He NOACKOYWI OT 3TONO JIETKOTO NMPHUKOCHOBE-
7us. [loyeMy OH OO/DKEH OOBEpPATH BOJMLHOMY KANMTaHY (YTO
6b1 3TO HH 3HaYW10!) OoMbllie, YeM JIOOOMY APYTOMY 3pMTENIO
u3 Tonmnbi? Ho 31oT Yyenopek Obu1 npas! Pamcelo Jydliie CKpbITbCS
M3 BUIYy, YTOObl MMETb BO3MOXHOCTb NMOAYMAaThb M COCTAaBHTb
KaKo#i-HHOynb IU1aH.

 — MBI Bcero B HECKOBKMX Larax or «BouoHKa 1 yaum», —
JienaH ykasan Ha ynuuy, CIycKaBLIylocs K raBaHH. — Ena tam
rpy6oBaTasi, HO 11 OPTOBOI TaBepHbl coitaér. Ioinném?

— Iloyemy... — Hauan Pamceid.
— [NoyeMy s NnpMHUMAIO y4acTHe B 3TOM Jene? — 3aKOHYMWI
3a Hero JlenaH. — Ilo aByM mnpuuuHaM, He3Hakomeu. Bo-

nepBbIX, MHE BCEraga He HPaBUTCSA, KOrda HHYero He
Nnoao3peBalollero Yyenopeka 6b10T B cMHY. Bo-BTophix, MeHs
BECbMa 3aUHTEPCCOBANIM HEOObIMHbIE CNOCOObI, KAKMMHU Tbl
KCMO/1b30BANT PYKH M HOTH. B Moeit npogeccun n106ast HoBHHKA
B MCKYCCTBE 3allMThl MHOTO N06aBsIeT K CIOCOOHOCTSIM Yeso-
BEKa, YBEJIMYMBAeT LEHHOCTb HaéMHMKa. HeT, — oH nokayan
roJIOBOi, CIOBHO MpPOY€Nn HEOXMAaHHY10 Mbicab Pamcesi. — Al
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He 6pat OanHana no npodeccun. 1 HaEMHBIH conaart, a He
youiina, pacnpaBisiolMicst ¢ BparaMu JpyTHX.

Hukro He nomewan uM yiTH. U PaMceli nowuén, rmaBHbIM
o6pa3oM MNMOTOMY, YTO He CMOT NMPHOYMAThb HMYETo ApPYroro.
IIpenaTenLcTBO CBATUIOCH HAa HETO TaK HEOXMIAHHO, HAaCTOMb-
KO M3MEHMJIO IUIs1 HEro BCIO CLIEHY AeHCTBHSI, YTO OH TMOYTH TaK
Xe nepecTal NOHHMaTh OKpYXalollee, Kak B epBble MOMEHTBI,
Koraa npocHyicsi B Tene Kackapa.

JenaH nmpormycTuI ero B ABEpb TABEPHbI, TA€ KpernKasi CMeCh
3aMnaxoB rOBOpPH/Ia O ONTOM Yepene 06¢I0B 1 MAJIOM BHUMaHHH
K BoIe M MLLTY. BO/bHBII KanMTaH nepecék GobLIylo KOMHa-
Ty, YCTARIEHHYIO CTO/IAMH H CKAMBSIMM, MACCUBHBIMM, C TPSI3HON
W H3pe3aHHOI MOBEPXHOCTHIO. 3AeCh €W M NWIHM NMOKONEHUS
nocetuteneii. [loMelueHue 3anonHsUI ryn pasrosopos. B Tasep-
HE NPOBOAWIO BpeMS MHOXECTBO KiMeHToB. OmHako JlenaH
MHHOBQJT JaXe ITyCThie CKAMbM W NpOLUEN BO BTOPOMH 3an, rae
6bL10 MOTHILE, XOTS NMHULIEH Naxio elé cwibHee.

OH NMHKOM BbIABMHYJ M3-N0J HEGOMLLIOIO CTO/IMKA CTY] U
MaxHya Pamcelo, 4ytoObl TOoT cen Hanpotus. [lonouuia aepyu-
Ka-cnyxaHka. E€ 1obka Obula pa3pe3aHa TaKk MCKYCHO, 4TO
NMO3BOJISU1a BHOETb OKpYIiocTh 6€aep. Bonocsl aeByixy nepe-
XBaTbIBaJIa NOGJICKLLAsA MO30JI0YCHHAsH JIEHTA.

— H3a, xpacaBnua Mos, ABe YaluKu Genoro M BcE, YTO
Oy/nbKaeT Ha BalleH NMpaBoi Neyw.

CnyxaHKa XMXHKHY/a, KMUBHY/la M ybexana, cioBHo [enaH
He M3 TeX, KTO NPHUBBIK XNaTb.

— He 6yny cnpaumBath, KTO HaTpaBwi Ha Tebs OanHana,
— JlenaH BHUMaTenbHO paccMatpuBan Pamces. — Tol roso-
PMlUIbL, YTO TBOA poavHa TonkapH, Ha Tebe Macka KpOBHMKA.
Ho He B ob6bmasx JloMOB 3anafa npoTArMBaTh pPyKy 3a Mope,
YyTOObl NPUKOHYHUTDL Bpara. M Thl, KAK KPOBHMK, NOJDKEH 6bITH
3nech B GesonmacHoctH. MHTepecHO, KOMy Tbl HacTynmuil Ha
MO30J1b YX€ B 3TOii cTpaHe?

BonbHbli KanuTaH ropopwi HebpexHo. U He naean 3Haka,
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Xa€r M oTBeTa. PaMceli NMomoXun Ha cTon MeXay HHMH Mcy,
oToOpaHHbIlt y youmitubl. denaH HAKJIOHWICH, paccMaTpHBas
opyXHe. ’

— Xopolas pabora, K TOMYy Xe OBOiiHas yrposa...

— JlBoiiHas yrpo3a? — Pamceit yauBuics.

— Jla. CMoTpH! — BOJIBHBIN KAIIMTAH KOCHY/CS PYKOSTH,
CHJIHO HAXWI NATbLCM HA OAHY W3 OPHAMCHTANLHLIX LUHLUCK.
C ocTpusi Mcya COpPBUINCL OBE TSDKC/ble GOJBLIUMC KATUTH.

— CoBeTyl0 He KacaTbesl 3Toro, — npeaynpeann Jdegan, —
OTo He 1151 HAaCbILIEHHUs YelIoBeKa, COBCeM HAobOpOT. 310 Mey
u3 3aroBbl. Y HMX TaM MoOonbiTHbic o6bMan. Ho B AaHHBIX
oOCTOATENLCTBAX MCHS cierka yausnder OaunnHain. Jaxe HaéM-
Hblif yOMiilia He YyacTo MAET Ha TaKHe TPIOKH.

Pamceit owlapallleHHO CMOTpeNl Ha TéEMHble Karui. OH HuU-
CKOJILKO He coMHeBasics B npaBoTe denaHa. HasepHoe, youiiue
B XENTOI MacKe AOCTaTo4YHO ObUIO JaXxe cjierka olapanarb
NpoTHBHHKA. Y npu Mbican, yTo 310 MO0 CayynThes, Pamceit
no Gomm cxan xpai crona.

— HMeHHo Tak. Tebe ropasno cwibHee NOBE3NO, YEM Thl
Iymasn, He3HaKoMell, Koraa cnaccs oT Hero. Ho meHs Goablue
HMHTEpECYET, KakK Thl cnaccsl. I cnocobeH oLeHUTh TBOMU AeCHCT-
BHMSl, U MHE KaXeTcs, Tbl BIaleellib KAKUM-TO HOBbIM BHAOM
6os.

U xoTsa xanuTaH He 3amaBan Bonpoc, Pamceil KuBHyn.

Bepuynach nesywka M3a, Hecst noqHoOC, YCTaRIEHHbIH Yalu-
KaMH M TapenkamMu. HeoxamaaHHo Pamceit ouryTmn cwibHbIi
rojsioa. JeBylika yxe cobpanach NMOCTABHTb NOAHOC Ha CTON,
KOIlia YBHIe/ia Me4Y M 3JIOBElHe TEMHbIE KarUld Ha OCTpHeE.

Ona 3aKpHyana U TaK pe3Ko OTCKOYMWIA, YTO XHIKOCTb M3
yauieK nponwiacsk. JleaaH obHs1 e€, yToObl yAepXaTh.

— HW3a, Mos xpacaBuua, HalAu-Ka HaM TPANKY, KOTOpPOH
Bapap ctupaer co crosnoB B Tom nomewieHuu. Obewalo, Bc€
6yner xopowo. OcTasb 34€Ch NMOOHOC...

OHa BLINMOJHWIA €70 NpockOy, HCYe1a U TYT Xe BepHYNach,
AepXa B pyKe Ipsi3HYyI0 TpsANKy. Pamceil Buaen, yro aeByluka
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oycHb HcniyraHa. K cTony oHa He noaouwuia, a uagam 6pocuna
Tpanky [denaHy. BonbHuil KanKWTaH TUIATENBHO BBLITCP NPOJH-
TY10 XHaKocTb. [ToToM, AepXa TpANKY CIOXEHHOMH, MoJOLIEN K
oyary U Opocun e€ Ha Taeroume Y. OmNycTMBIUKCH Ha
KOJIEHH, OH JAOCTaJl U3 BHYTPEHHEro KapMaHa oeXIbl MaJicHb-
KYI0 KOpOOOYKY, KpYTaHy/l OONBLUMM NajableM KOJNECHKO Ha
Heif. Uckpa ynana Ha TpAnKy, Ta BCITBIXHY/1a, HCITYCTUB 06/1aK0
3JIOBOHHOTO [bIMa.

H3a rnyboko n obneryéHHo B3noxHyna. [lorom Toporumso
noxsaTwia NogHoc U obcayxuna ux. O4eBHIHO, CUMTANIA, YTO
yeM ObicTpee YIHOET M3 3TOI KOMHaThI, TEM JIydlle.

Pamceii en Monya, ero CNyTHMK TOXe He Hapyllan MoJiya-
HHe, 3anoJIHUBLIee KOMHaTy. 3a enoit PaMmceli He nepecraBan
aymartb. OH xoTen 6b1 6onblue y3HaTh O [lenaHe, KoTophoii Tak
yAa4yHO OKa3aJICsl Ha NMPUCTAHH U K TOMY Xe 3HaTOK HEOObINHO-
ro opyxus. Ho [enaH, Kak 4eJlOBEK 3TOro MHpa, JOJDKEH
cuuTaTth, YTOo Pamcelo M camMoMy MHoroe M3BecTHo. U ecrmm
PaMceii HaYHET 330aBaTb BOMPOCHI, HC: MOKAXET JIM 3THM, YTO
OH He mpocTto He3Hakomel? [IpoGneMa oueHDb CIOXHas1.

Henan noxoHuun c enoii. lepxa yalxy o6eMMH pyKaMH, OH
yepe3 €€ Kpah nocMaTpuBai Ha Pamces. I'yGbl kanuTaHa cnerka
HM30THYNMCh, HEe B YAblIOKe, HET, HO KakK Oynro curyauus
Kasanach eMy 4eM-To 3abaBHOi. XoTa PaMceil He Buaen Huye-
ro, yTo AaBano Obl noBoa A4ns 3TOro.

— Y MeHsa ecTb K Tebc npeanoxeHue, ApiayT, — BnepBble
BOJIHBIH KalMTaH MCIONB30BAJI €10 TONKapHCKoe uMs. — Thl
HayyMulllb MEHS 3TOMy NpHEMY 6o HoramH, a 8 OecruiatHo
BbiBe3y Te0s1 M3 JlomMa W rapaHTHpylo, YTO Tebe He NpHAETCA
MMETb 1en0 HU ¢ OIMHAIOM, HH € KeM ApyrMM. Thl cHibHO
OocKopOun ero npodhecCHOHATLHYIO FTOPAOCTb 3THM CBOMM TpIO-
koM. Tenepb TBoE yOMIICTBO CTAHOBHMTCH ACJIOM €ro JIMYHONM
yecTH, NOHMMaews? S He Kymeu, YyToObl TOproparbcsi. Moé
npeayioxeHHe rpoctoe. Hayun MeHs 3TOMy NpHEMY M yIUIbIBai
u3 Jloma Kak uyneH Mocro BoJMbHOro obuiectBa. Mbl NO/DKHLI
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OTIVIBITb CETrOAHSI Be4yepoM, BbicanuMcs fcnabu, a noTtoMm
noitnéM B mTy6b CyluM BIOJbL rpaHMubl. Ecim OoMHan nonbira-
eTCcs1 Hac npeciieqoBaTbh, OH OYNCT 3aMCTeH, KAK pac-sictpeb B
YHCTOM Hebe, Jaxe ecNH HAaWAET CcpeacTBO A TUIaBaHMA.
Bnoo6aBok, ecny Thl Oallb CIOBO-00A3aTENLCTBO OOLIECTRBY,
TBOSI BpaXda CTAHOBUTCS Halled Bpaxaoil. A MHpP XOpoLUO
3HaeT, KaK BOJbHble OOLICCTBA 3aLUMLUAIOT cBoMX. YTO cka-
Xelb 0 MoEM npeanoxeHun? He aymalo, 4yTo6bl Tl Noayymn
ayqiuee. Bo BcsikoM ciydae He 3aech, B JloMe.

PaMceii, BCTIOMHMB HEOXMIAHHOE, HO TILATEJILHO OTpene-
THUPOBAaHHOE MCYE3HOBEHUE CTPAXKHHMKA, TOTOB ObUT JIETKO
COIJIACUTBCH C 3THM.

— TBoit oTpssn — a 3a Koro oH ceiyvac cpaxaercs? —
JIOHOUIa MOAYMaJsl, YTO KANMTaH MOXET ObITh M3 YHCla Tex
6e310MHLIX HAEMHMKOB, 4To cobpan Ouamn. Eciau 310 Tak, 10
OH He cobMpaeTcs U3 OrHsA, Pa3OXCKEHHOIO MMIEpaTpPHLEH H
OcurecomM, nonagatb B MOJAbIMSA BCEMH Npe3MpaeMoro COBET-
HHMKa.

— He 3a Oyanna. B 3ToM TBOsSt Npo6neMa, ApiayTr? — Hdenan
NPOHHUATENBHO CMOTpen Ha Hero. — Ecim 310 Tak, y Tebs
IeHCTBUTENBHO €CTh IOJIHOE NPABO ONIAABLIBATLCA Yepe3 IUIeHO
OHEM u Houblo. Her, Hac HaHsan Tantant M3 JperxopHa. OH
BIaneeT 3anagHbIMU OeperamMm OnupoyHa M yxXe NBaXIbl N0J-
Bepraicsi HaberaM IMHapKMaHCKUX nupaToB. [1nMpaThl cTaHoBATCS
Bc€ Hamee. OHM B MOC/NEAHUH pa3 YMYIpPWIHCh pasrpabuTb
Pasonr ¥ yaepXuBaTh €ro Le/Iyl0 Helenio, BblaepXHUBasi ocaly
BoMcka, Kotopoe cobpan TaHTaHT. OJHPOYHLBI MOTYT OTOH-
BaTh HanaaeHMs, HO IS pEryJISipHbIX CPAKEHUH OHU He OOYUCHBI.
IMo3ToMy Mbl npucoeaHHsiemcss K HuM. [lnata xopouas, H
obellaHbl NMpPeMHM 32 KAXKAYI CTbIMKY ¢ JIMHapkom, eciu
yaacTcsi RepeOMTh NUPATOB WIM MporHatbh UX B Mope. Hy, Tak
yro cKaxelb? TBou 3HaHUA 3a GecruiaTHbIA npoe3n u3 Jloma?

Pamceii ocyiminn cBolo yauiky. [locTaBuB €é Ha cTON, OH
MEVIEHHO NMpPOTOBOPHIIL:
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— S He conaart. fl maxe He 3Ha0, KaK 00palUATLCS C TAKMM
OpYXJEeM, — IOHOLLA KOCHYJICS PYKOATH KOpoTKoro Meya. OH
3H1, YTO TAKas OTKPOBEHHOCTb BbLIAET €ro: KPOBHHK He
MoXeT 6bITh cTob HecBeaywmM. Ho apyroro nytu Pamceii He
Buaen. OH He AyMaJ, 4TO CMOXET 0OMaHyTh OTIBITHOro 6oifLa.
M nponomkun, KOCHYBIUMCH TNATLLCM CBOCH MACKH.

— W s He KporHuUK u3 TonkapHa. XoTs, Kak Thl BHIe, 30€Ch
CCTb TAKHC, KTO X04eT Moci cMcpTH. Sl Teneps aAymalo, YTo 3Ta
MOS MACKHMPOBKA AODKHA ObL1a coenatb MeHS JIEFKoi qobbrueit
Onunana wim moboro apyroro, Kak od. He mory ckasarp Tebe,
k1o A. Ho JloM, Ynan — Ans MeHs O3HAYalOT CMEPTh...

Henan ponro cMorpen Ha Hero. [loToM BOJILHBIH KANMKTaH
3aMETHIL:

— IlpaBra — cypoBas Xxo3iiKa TeX, KTO NpHUCSATHYN €W,
ApITYT, HO KOIa 4eJIOBeK OTKPOBEHEH, OH 3aC/IyXXHBAeT OTBET-
HOH OTKPOBEHHOCTH. Thl COBEpLUWI KAKOe-TO MpECTyTUIeHHe?

— Ecamn cyuTath OZHO MOE CYlUECTBOBAaHHME MPECTYIUIEHH-
eM, na. [1o 3roii npuuMHe s onaceH i1 HEKOTOPBIX.

— na Ovyamna?

— W ana Hero cpeam apyrmx, — orBetun Pamceit. — S
HEBOJILHO COpBaJ IUV1aH, KOTOPBI IS HETO NpPEACTARISI 60Jb-
LIOM MHTepec.

Ha nuue BonbHOro kanuraHa cHOBa NOSIBWIACh TEHb JIETKOM
YNBIOKH,

— 370 BNOJIHE COOTBETCTBYET TOMY, YTO S CJIbILIAM 06 3TOM
HelocToiHOM coBeTHMKe. MTtak, Thl He congar? Hy, yro X,
TeOsI MOXHO clelaTh COMIATOM. A TBOE MacTepCTBO — S XOYY
B CBOIO OYepeab opnaaeTs UM. [pecnenyeMblit WM KPOBHUK —
Kakas pasHuua? Jlna McHA 3TH cayy4au paBHbl. B Ynane s
HMKOMY He cJIyXy. Tbl cuMTaellb, yro ONMpOYyH Wis Tebs ToXe
3aKpbit?

Moxer mu Pamceit nocuutaTth, yto Tekna He cpeaM yyac-
THUKOB MHTPHUrU? OH XOTen BEpUTh, YTO ACBYLUKA HE 3HAET O
TiocneAHEM MaJICHbKOM YCOBEPLIEHCTBOBAHMH TUIaHA, KOTOpPOE
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nomkHo 6bUI0 HaBceraa CHsITb ero ¢ Mrposoii nocku. Her,
peumn Pamceli, pUckoBaTbh OH He Oyner.

— He nymalo, — ckasan oH. — XOTs €C/TH ONpeacacHHbIE
CWILI B YNlane HaOaBsiT...

Henan npunoansn 6poBH.

— Teneps TbI maxe ewe Oosblle 3aMHTEPECOBAJT MEHA,
Apnyt He U3 TonkapHa. Ho ctaHyT in 109 HCKaTb B BOJIBHOM
obuiecrse?

— BeposaTtHo, Her.

— Xopowo. CHumai Macky. Mbl Bocnomb3yemcsi 3THM
OKHOM, — KalHTaH YyKa3ajl Ha IpA3HYIO0 paMy, YKPCIUVIEHHYIO
MCTAUIHYECKUMH nojlocKaMy. OTcYUTAN HECKOJIbKO MeTKMX
MOHCT M OCTaBW1 Ha cTosie. — Jlydiue He pUCKOBaTb, NPOXoasi
CHOBA Yepe3 HapyXHYI0 KOMHaTy. KTo 3HaeT, KTo TaM CHAMT,
NOTATUBASA M3 YaluKu?

PaMceli Henonro Konebasics, TpeXxiae 4eM CHSTb Macky.
Henan yxe GbL1 y OKHa, H30 BCEX CHJI BLITATMBas LIEKONAY,
KOTOpO#i SIBHO [OJTO HE MNOJIL3OBATMCh. MrHOBeHMe CrycTsi
OHM ONMH 33 APYTHM BBICKOJB3HYIH Yepe3 MOJOKOHHMK Ha
IIYMHYIO0 OOKOBYIO YJIULIY. .

CoJiHLe yXe 3alU10, H NOSIBWIOCH IOCTaTOYHO TEHEH, YTOOBI
ykpbiThes. [Ineyo [demaHa KocHynoch Pamcest.

— K Bepdu. MbI OTIUILIBEM C HOYHBIM NPWIMBOM.

PaMceit Bcé BpeMsi YyBCTBOBQJI, YTO Yy HETO OTKPLITO JIMLIO.
OH NoMHWI BCe MpeAyTpeXaeHHs, HaulHasl co coB Tekbl,
yro smuo Kackapa BbLAACT ero nepBoMy Xe BCTPEYHOMY LUTTH-
oHy. Ho noka HeMHoOrHe npoxoxue qaxe He CMOTPEJIH Ha Hero.
OnHako OH B3OOXHYJ ¢ obneryeHHeM, ToJIbKO Koraa MOAHSUICH
Ha KopaOnb M npolucén B TPIOM, B KalOTbl BONLHOINO obliecTsa
JHenaHa.

Tpu aus cnycra Pamceit yabibancs, 4yTh HaCMELUIMBO MNO-
IAsA0bIBast Ha JieXaBllero Ha nany6e JlenaHa.
— HyxHo Hcrnonb30BaTh CHITy NPOTHBHHKA W €0 COBCTBEH-
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Hble ACHCTBHA TNPOTHB HEro Xc, — B AECATHIA pa3 3a yac
MOBTOPHI OH.

HeaaH cKpUmHyn 3yGaMH.

— Xopoulo, Koraa Thl genacwub 310. Ho mpunér u Mo
yepén. Ha pykosTu Meya TBOSI pyKa BOBCE He TaK XOpollla, KaK
Ha Mocii 6onpHOM wice!

N3 obuiecTBa B TpMILATb Y€NOBEK, KOTOPLIM KOMaHIOBAI
HenaH, y Pamces nogobpanochk Bcero ¢ nonaecarka y4eHHKOB.
OcTanbHble CTOPOHWIHChH HOBOTO criocoba GopbObl, OHHM YAOB-
JIETBOPSUTHCh HaOMIONCHMEM M HacMeLIKaMHM Hai TeMH, KTO
MOCTOSAHHO Majan Ha nanydy. lemaH ©Obl1 nMpaB H B TOM
OTHOLUEHUM, uTO Pamceio ew€ aganreko A0 MacTecpcTBa BO
RIaIcHUU MedyoM. ['opasno syyile OH MOJIb30BAICA CTPAHHBIM
PYYHBIM PYXBbEM, KOTOpOe TOXe ObUIO Ha BOOPYXEHMH B
obuiecTBe.

PyX®b€ cTpensuio CTeKNISHHBIMH CTpesiaMi; pa3OHBasiCh NMpH
yaape, OHH OCKOJIKAMH HaRHOCWIH Tsokénble paHbl. Ho Pamceit
MOKA He BHIEJ] HHYCIO IIOXOXEIo Ha CTEKISHHYIO TpyOKy,
KoTopoil yrpoxan emy Menkond. Y HHUX uMesoch elué Gonee
KPYTIHOE OpYXHE C JUTHHHLIM CTBOJIOM, OHO CTPE/IsUIO OrHEH-
HbIMH 1liapaMM, KOTOpble pa3pblBAIMCh B BO3AyXe, IOJIMBas
BparoB roployeil XHAKOCTBIO. 3TO OpyXHe SIBHO COCTOSIO B
POICTBE C OTHECTPE/bHbIM, 3aTO MyJAEBbIX PyXei 3TOT MUp, NO-
BMIUMOMY, He 3Ha.

Baoo6apok k pyuHoMy opyxuio JlenaH nokazan Pamcelo
HECKOJIbKO MOXOAHbIX YCTAHOBOK Ha CrHEeLHaIbHBIX IUiaTgop-
Max; Npy NpaBWIbLHOM YMpaBJICHHH 3TH YCTpoiicTBa ObUIH
CNOCOOHBI Nepe]BUraTbCA Hall NOBEPXHOCTLIO 3¢MJIH Ha BbICOTE
okosno ¢yra. Beciin oHM ropa3no MeHblle, YeM MOXHO CYAHTDb
MO KOPMYyCY; YCTAHORJIEHHbIC Ha MecTaxX, OHH UCNYCKaJIHU BOJI-
Hbl BUOpPHPYIOLHX 3BYKOB, KOTOPbIE NPHYHHSUTH CUIbHYIO 60/b
BparaM, €cjiM y HUX He HMEJIOCh CrEeLMabHbIX 3aTblyeK MJIA
yliei.

PaMces nopasnna Takasi CTpaHHasi cCMeCh TEXHOJIOTHIA: OTHO-
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CHUTEJILHO NPHUMHTHBHBIC MEYH H BCCbMA CJIQXHBIE «pYXbsi» U
«rnywnTeans. OH y3Han, 4yTo GoJjice CI0XHOE OpYXHUE CTOMT
oycHb aoporo. [1narta, koTopylo nomyyan orpsia lenana, Ha aBC
TPCTH YXOOWIA Ha TNOKYTIKY H OOCTYyXMBaHHME 3TON0 OpYXMs.
3aMeHy eMy MOXHO ObUIo HaHTH TOJIbKO Ha PbIHKE META/U-
YeCcKMX H3[e/NMil Ha AaNbHEeM ceBepe, Tie KaKoil-To Hapoa
3aHOBO OTKpLUT U cKomHpoBan opyxue dpesHux [Heil.

DTH TOProBUbl CMEPTBIO C CeBepa PCBHOCTHO COXPAaHSUIH
CBOIO MOHOTIONIHIO, M OpyXHe, KOTOpoe OHM NpoaaBaiy, obna-
JaNo BCTPOEHHBIM MeXaHM3MOM caMoyHuyToxeHus. ToT, kTo
NOMNbITAETCA pasranaTh TaiHY OpYXHS, He MNepeXMBET CBOE
mobonsITcTBo. MM naxe ecnu nepexuBeT, TO NPUAET B TaKoe
COCTOSIHHME, YTO XH3Hb €My Gosblie He nokaxeT panocTu. [loka
YTO HUKOMY He yIaBaJIoCh NPeonoeTb NpeAoXPaHUTENH TOPro-
BbIX MOHOIOIMCTOB. '

IMpuxommunoch Gepeyb BOEHHYIO aMYHULIMIO U MCTIONBb30BaTh
CHJIBHOE BOOpYXEHHE TOJBbKO /I CO3AaHMs SIBHOIO TNpeBOC-
XOZCTBa B HanaJeHUH WM NpH ITyxoii obopoHe. [lenaH cuuran
3TO BOOPY>XEHHE CBOMM IVIaBHBIM cOKpoBHLeM. [1py o6briHOM
Xe HanaleHWH HaEMHMKH PacCHYMTHIBAIM NpeXAe BCEro Ha
meuu. U Pamceil BbIHYXIOeH ObUT MpHU3HATh, YTO JIIOOOI M3
OTpANa, KTO NMPOCTO HaGMioaan 3a UX YNpaXXHEHWSIMH, npekpac-
HO BJaleal OpYXHeM, KOTOpPOE€ B €ro MHpE CYHTaNoOCh
apxaHyecKuM.

be3 mapycoB M ApYyrMX BHMAMMBIX CPEACTB IPOIBIDKEHMS
Kopabnb yCTOYMBO 1€ Ha ceBep. BpemeHaMu oH enBsa He
norpyxaincs noa soay. 1 PaMceli ragain, ciiyXkXMT JIW KOPOTKMA
cTon6 B cepeAvHe naTyobl HCTOYHMKOM 3aralodHoH 3HEpPIMH,
KoTopasi ABiXeT KopabnéM. Ew€ oaHo Hacneawe npeBHe#
HCYE3HYBLUCH LMBWIN3ALUH?

C BoOnpocaMH NpPUXOAMNIOCH ObITb OCTOPOXHBIM. OmnacHo
NpPOABIATL CIMUIKOM Gonbluoe HeBexecTBo. Pamceit npucy-
LiMBaJcA K pasroBopaM, INHITasch No oOpbLIBKAM pedeH
HapucoBaTh GoJiee NOJIHYIO KAPTUHY 3TONO MHpa.
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OnucaHusl oTAeNbHbLIX paHOHOB, OCOOEHHO Ha ceBepe, Ha
rpaHuuc ¢ TonkapHOM, NO3BONSUIM MPEANOJOXHTb, YTO BO
BpcMs ApeBHEro KOHGJIMKTa NPOX30LLUIa aTOMHas KatacTpoda.
OTH CO3JaHHbIE JIOABMH NYCTLIHM 4O CHX NOP CMEPTOHOCHDI,
XOTSl pacCKa3blBalOT M O CTPAHHBIX MYTAaHTaX, KOTOpbie XMUBYT
Ha Kpalo BccMH H30eraeMoit MeCTHOCTU. Takue Xe MyCThIHH Ha
BOCTOKE 33HHMaTH OOJNbUIYIO YaCTh KOHTHHECHTA, Ha KOTOpPOM
pacrionoxcHsl Ynaa, OnupoyH u ewé asa rocyaapcrsa. Jloau,
XMBYLUHE B 3THUX <«YMCTbIX» paiiOHaX, KAK YTBEpXIAIOT HX
HKCTOPHUECKUE TPYIbl, NCPECENTHCh CIOAA C I0ra.

Tlpeaxu 3THX HapoaoB, KOrda OHHM 3aHOBO OTKpPLUIM CBO-
6oaHble 3eMIM, NpeAcTaBLLIM coboif GpoasyMe BapBapcKHe
ruiemeHa. OpHako BeTpeya ¢ IlpocBeWIEHHBIMM TNpOM3Bena
pelIMTeNbHbIE NepeMeHbl B MX KO4YeBOM obOpase XM3HH. OHU
oCeMM M HAYaTH CTPOMTb ropoja, HO Hacliefue IUIEMEHHBIX
o0bryaeB NpHUBENO K CO3AaHMIO (eOdaNbHBIX TOCYAApCTB, Noc-
TOSSHHO BOIOIOLIUX APYT C APYTOM.

B TeueHMe TpEX nokKonieHHit Ynax oGbeAMHWI OKOJO NBaj-
LATH TaKMX MaIeHbKMX AHTAarOHMCTHYECKHX KOPOJIEBCTB,
FEpUOICTB ¥ GApOHCTB M TeMnepb YeCTOMOOMBO NMPOBO3IIack
cebst umnepueii. K cesepy ocTaBasica HezaBUCUMBIM OJIHPOYH.
Bnoss 6epera, ewi€ nanblue K cepepy, 6ydepom Mexay LIMBWIK-
30BaHHBIM IOTOM Y CTPalIHbLIMH TOProBLIAMH OpYXXHEM, KOTOpble
MMEIOT [E/I0 ¢ OCTaTKaMH 3aObITOM TEXHUKH, CIYyXaT OCTPOBA
JIunapk — KoHdenepauns He3aBUCHMBIX nupaToB. [lo6an3oc-
TH, Ha MaTepHKe, pacrojloXwiach 3aroBa, XMTE/JM KOTOPOii
HMCKYCHBI B 00paboTKe MeTa/lla M COIOBHMKH TOPTOBLEB CeBepa.

Pamceil npiTanicsi npencraBuTh cebe MBICIEHHO KapTy 3TOro
mHpa. Hacrosuucii kapThl oH ew€ He Buaen. M 3Han, uto
CBeleHMs ero ganeku or ToyHoctH. Ho Bce ero mHdopmaHThbl
cornaluannck, yto [1poceeéHHble 06/1a0aI0T TAKMMH CNOCOd-
HOCTSIMM WJIH CWIaMH, C KOTOPhIMH HE CNpPABUTCS HU OOHO
M3BECTHOE OpyXHe WIM HHCTpyMeHT. Poxaalouecs: niaMaHa-
MM KaK OyaTO NpHHamneXar K APYroH pace; Ha 3TOT CYET
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MHeHMA pasae/suidch. OQHAKO XOpowlo ObUIO M3BECTHO, YTO
OHM NMPHUBIEKAIOT «HOBOOPAHLEB», MYXYHH H Jeruum M3 Bcex
«LIMBWIN30BAHHBIX» HaUMIi.

[Ipocto noxenarb crath [IpoCBEelIEHHBIM HEBO3MOXHO.
HyxHo oGnamaTh onpeaenéHHbBIMH CBOWCTBAMM MO3ra, KOTo-
pble pacrio3HaloOT Te, KTO YyXe€ BCTYNMWI B 3TO Moryyee
ToBapullecTBo. Ecnn HeobxoanMo, M30paHHbIEe HA HECKOJBKO
JleT ynansiioress B Poum — paccessHHbiC MO TUlaHeTe LEHTPbI
wamaHoB. ['oBopsT, [1pocBelICHHbIE XMBYT ropasfo JoJibllie
OObMHBLIX cMepTHLIX. lllamMaHoB Bce GOSTCS M yBAXAaKlT, HO
OIHOBPEMEHHO M HCAOMOONIMBAIOT, IMIaBHBIM 06pa3oM MoToMy,
YTO OHH NpEC/eAyIOT CBOH, HE BCErda SICHbIC LEIH M MOTOMY
MHOTIA OTKA3bIBAIOT B NMOMOLUM, JaXe eclM aeno mobpoe.

IIpy HeKOTOpLIX ABOpaX XMBYT COBETHHKM-LIAMaHbl (Kak
Ocwurec B JIoMe), HO OHH MMEHHO COBCTYIOT, HO HE ONEHCTBYIOT.
YacTo OHM YNpsIMO MOJYAT, He NPOU3HOCS HH CJIOBAa. BpiBann
ZaXe CJTy4yaH, KOraa OHU MOKKIAIH NpaBHUTENs B HyXae, NOTo-
MY YTO CYMTAIH, 4YTO Gonee BbicoKasl Lesib TpebyeT, yTo6bl 3TOT
MYX4YHHA WIH 3Ta XEeHLUIWHA JHLIWINCh BJIACTH.

— OHH HebGe3onacHbl, — OTKpPOBEHHO ropopun JlenaH. —
Tor, XTO MiLleT NpenckazaHusi, AeNaeT 3TO Ha CBOH CTpax U
pUcK. S Beplo, YTO OHM MOIYT 3acTaBHTb TaKOIo 4eJoBeKa
CJIYXUTb cebe, ¥ 4acTo 3TO NMPHHOCHT EMY TOJIBLKO 3710.

— Ilpeacka3anue... — 3anymMunBo npobopmoran Pamceit. —
A TebGe npuxoaunoch BUAETb, KAK OHH AENAIOT LI KOro-To
npenckasaHue? — aMepHKaHlly XOTeloCh Y3HaTh, KaK 3To
TNPOMUCXOAMUT, HO OH TIOHMMaJl, YTO AOJ/DKEH pacClpalliMBaTh
OCTOPOXHO.

Henan Haxmypuncsi. OTBeTWI OH He cpady. BHauane nckoca
B3IISTHYN Ha Pamces.

OnHaxnbl, — KOPOTKO TNpPOM3HEC OH, — W HHYero
XOpOLLEro M3 3TOoro He BbIWIO. Jeno 6bulo... — BOJIBHBIA
KalnuTaH NMoMoJrNall H CHoBa nocMoTtpen Ha Pamces. OH kak
6yaTo pelulan, MOXHO JIM eMy AoBepuThcsi. — [leno Obuio
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CBSI3AHO C HamageHneM Ha BuauH. A Obu1 TOrma nepBbIM
MOMOLIHHUKOM, OOLICCTBOM KoMaHaoBan TacyM. beansara, oH
Haaesuicst 3aBOEBaTh cecOe BbICOKOE MCCTO — MECTO NMPABHUTCIIsS
3emtn Buewnux Pudos. M noromy ctiipaBuics K npopoymiie.
MeHs oH nonpocun noifTH ¢ HUM. Ho uMeli B BUAY, 4TO 91 He
cornawaics Ha YreHue cBoMx Muiciei. M McHsl He KocHysoch
310.

[Tpopounua pasdpocana Jlanuate ¥ Hayana BLITATMBATH. S
M ceiiyac BUXY, KAK OHH JieXaT Ha e€ crone. Tam ObUuiM —
Hanexapl, Crpaxu, Cynvbbl, CHel. Tacym Bbrmawmn Kopons
Cyasbbl. OH pellnn, YyTo 3TO o3Ha4aeT nobeay. Ho Ha cnemy-
IOUWMI OCHb YMep C KPUKOM, KOrAa Ha Hero obpywics
Fopstunit Joxab. Het, g He xouy Gonbllie BUAeTh Takoe!

Ilocne 3TO0ro o6bsicHeHMs1 KapTHHa He MposicHW1ach. Pam-
ceif yyBcTBOBI, 4yTo [lenaH He Xo4yeT roBOpUTh Ha 3Ty Temy. U
HaJesUlcsl Kak-HUOyap y3Hath Oosbuie. Ho TyT ¢ BepxHeid
nanyobl NMOJaM CHUTHAI, YTO OHM ' MPUOAMXKAIOTC K MecTy
BbICAIKH.

ne He okazanoch HHM mnpuyaia, HU YAOOHBIX NMOAXOMUOB...
IIpuuwiock norpy3uts 06opynosaHue U Bech 6arax B HeGONb-
LIKe JIOAKM, NMPOBECTH MX C NMOMOLUBLIO BECEN Yepe3 Npuboi H
NeHy K CKaJMCTOI OTME/H, KOTopasi BblaaBajlaCh B HENOKOp-
Hbl€ BOJIHBI.

K ToMy BpeMeHHM KaK MMYLIECTBO ObLIO NepeHeceHo mno-
Janblle OoT BOJIH, Bce OKOHYaTeNbHO BBIMOKIIM. PaMceit Buaen,
KaK BCE HanpsDKeHbl, NPOSB/AAN CAMILKOM CHIbHOE Decrnokoif-
CTBO, YTOOBbl OOBSICHMTD 3TO NPOCTO TPYAHOI BbLICANKOM.

Pamceii Haen Ha cnMHY CBO#i NOXOAHBINH MelloK, ydoeanncs,
YTO MeY U JpYroe BOOpyXcHHE Ha Mecte. [lenaH noaHsuics Ha
BBICOKYIO CKAJTy U MNOBepHy/ics K Oepery, 3aciioHsia Ina3a
PYKaMM OT BeTpa M Opbi3r. Pamceio nokasanoch, YTO BONbHbINH
KaNMTaH HULIET YTo-To. YTO AODKHO OBLITh 34€Ch, HO MOYEMY-TO
OTCYTCTBYeET.

Jlonxu BepHynuch Ha Kopabmb. Jukuii cKamHcTbii Oeper,
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TOCTOSIHHbBIC yAapbhl BOJH — BCE 3TO CO3[ABAJNIO BreyaT/iCHHE
ONMHOYECTBA M JIMUIb YCHIMBANO TPEBOTY BBICAAMBLUMXCS.

JenaH oTobpan TpEX pa3BecIYHKOB, TC PA3OULIUChH B pa3Hble
CTOPOHBI H TMPHUHSUTUCHL MpobupaThesi Mex ckartamu. Ho oc-
TATbHBIX BOJIbHBII KanmMTaH OepxXanl Ha Mecre. HakoHeu
pa3BelYUKH 0OOPUTHCH 10 BbICOKMX AIOH M C HHX NOJUIH 3HaK,
YTO BCE CNOKOIHO.

Pamceii ragan, Kakoii OmacHOCTH XACT BOJAbHOE OGLICCTRO.
Ha oanHokoM Gepery He ObL10 BUIHO HUKAKHX C/I€JOB XU3HH.
OH 3HaJ1, YTO BCKOpE MOCJIe BLICAOKH OHU AOJLKHbI COEIMHUTD-
cd ¢ moanbMy TaHTaHTa. MoXeT, MMEHHO TMOTOMY, YTO HX
HMKTO He BCTpeTu, JeaaH H NposBisieT TaKyl0 OCTOPOXHOCTD.

Ho BoT BOMLHBIN KanuTaH NpHKa3al BbicTynaTb, U Pamceit
nocTapancst BbiOpaTbh caMblif YIOOHBIH MyTh MeXAY BJIaXXHbIMH
OT GpbI3r, NOPOCIUMMHU BOJOPOC/ISIMH CKAJTAMM.

I'nasa 10

CKasibl TIOCTENCHHO YCTYTIAJIH MECTO TNOIABMIXXHLIM RIOHAM.
TloToM Bce yBHAENW NMALIBYWIMIA K HMM Had 3eMIEM... TyMaH?
PaMcelo nokasanoch, YTO AbIMKA HacTynaeT OueHb ObiCTpo,
ropasgo OrvicTpee OObIYHOIO TymaHa.

Pe3ko npo3sByyan cBUcTOK — [lejaH nogan curHan TpeBory.
Dxo otaanoch Ha Gepery. O6LecTBO cCOMKHY0 psuabl. M cTano
noxoxe Ha ocaxa€HHoe Boiicko. Ho Pamceii no-npexHemy He
BUEN HMYEro, KpoMe IycToro XeJToBaToro TymaHa. IlenaH
CHOBa CBMCTHYN. PaMceii 3aMeTwi, YyTO pasBeJ4YMKH BIcpeau
yXe MCYEC3/IM, NOrolWEHHble TyMaHoM. B3rnsaa Hasaa noxasan,
Y10 KOpab/ib ObICTPO YXOOMT 3a rOpM3oHT. OTCTYIUIEHHE B MOpe
Tenepb GbUIO HEBO3MOXHO.

— K xpe0ry... — [leaaH nokasan Hamnpaso.

XaoTHYHOE HArpoMoXIecHHMe KaMHeH, NOCIyXiiBluee Ipy-
6pIM npHMyaJloM B MecTe HX BbICaAKM, 34eCb IOCTENEHHO
NEPEXOAWIO B MOABEM K Ipsie CKl; CIUIOWL B TPCIUMHAX U
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siMax, BCE Xe 3To Oblna Gonee HanéxXHasi MOBEPXHOCTb, YEM
BSI3KMH NecoK, Mo KOTOPOMY OHHM Hayaly IyTb.

OHM KaK MOITM OBICTPO HANpPABIWIHCh K 2TOMY Xpebry, a
TyMaH HEyMOJIMMO Tpec/ieJOBAT OTPSA U LIEN OH He C Mopsl, a,
KaK HM CTPaHHO, C KaKOH-To TOYKH B IyOMHe cywn. Pamceli
yXe KapaOKajics Ha TNnepBble YCTYNbl IpAAbl, KOorga CKBO3b
TIOCTOsIHHbIE CBHCTKM JleaaHa ycabliLa KpMK TaKO# CTpaLIHOM
00111, 4TO B HHCTHHKTHMBHOJ pecaKUHK KOHBY/IbCHBHO CXBaTHI-
ca 3a xaMeHb. KpHK noHocwIcs 13 TymaHa. Pamcei noHsn, yro
3TO KPHK CMepTeJIbHO paHeHoro yenoseka. dpyr? Unu Hepuau-
Mblii Bpar?

OHH npoGHpaUCh BBEPX NO HMCTOYCHHBIM BONOM CKanaM.
Cioma neHa He ponerana, HO TNpEAaTesibCKas TMOBEPXHOCTDb
CKpbiBaJla MHOXECTBO TpPELUMH M luenei B caMHMX KaMHsX.
IMpuxoowioch BHMMaTeNbHO cMOTpeTh noa Hord. Hakonen
OHM A06paNKCh 10 BEPLUNHBI, PacCHINAIKCh IO YIIyOJIEHUSIM,
CNPATAINCH 3a BLICTYTIbI CKAJI, CHSUIM MELUKH, OOHaXUIH OpYy-
xue. PacyéTbl ABYX IIyLUMTENEH CHSUIM KOXYXM CO CBOMX
YCTAHOBOK W pa3sBEpPHY/IH BeepooOpa3Hble aHTEHHbI B MOMCKAX
Bpara.

PamMmceii npucen psinom ¢ JleaaHom. Hu ooguR M3 passenum-
KOB He BepHyJics. I psi3HO-XENTBIN TyMaH yXe 3aT1 OCHOBaHHe
XpebTa, Ha KOTOPOM OHM YKPBUIMCb, Y NOGHMMAJICS BCE Bblllie
M Bbllle.

PaMceiil B3I/1IsSSHY/1 Ha BOJILHOTO KANMTaHa.

— Yro 310?

JenaH HeTepneiMBO MOXaJ IUie4aMH.

— TBos noranka He Xyxe Jnioboit Moeii. Hukorna Huyero
nono6Horo He Buaen. Ho, mo-MoeMy, 3TOT TyMaH He ecTec-
TBEHHBIN.

— Iuparckoe BomuedeTBO! — 6GoELL pAAOM C HUMH IUTIOHYJL.
— Kakas-to xurtpocTb ceBepsiH. MoxeT, MOpcKie ObSBOJIbI
3aIUIaTWIM 3a Hero no6bryeit u3 Paznora.

— TI'a3 — kakasg-To orpaBa B Bo3ayxe? — PaMceii noyys-
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CTBOBaJI, KaK y HETo NcpexBaTWIO TopJio; 3a1aBasi BOMNpPOC, OH
3ablai 6bICTPO U NOBEPXHOCTHO.

Jlenan nokayaa ronoBoM.

— BeTep ¢ Mops, TaKMM HanaacHHEM TPYAHO YNpaBIsTh.

— VYV HHX, NO/DKHO ObITh, €CTb MAackKH, 4ToObl AbILLIATH B
3TOM, — PaMceii BCNOMHWI CBCIEHHSI CBOETO MHpa ¥ BPEMCHH.

Ho BonbHBIM KanMTaH He BHIIIAAC] YOeXKAEHHDIM.

— A aymalo, 3T0O NpOCTO NPHKPLITHE NSl HANAACHUSA, — OH
TIOBCPHYJICA K YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPBIi TOBOPWI O MMPATCKOM BOJI-
weberse. — Jlait MHe mocbUTbHYIO nTyuy, Paman.

ToT cHAN ¢ Ivieya MeET/I0, HA KOTOpOii BHCENa MaJICHbKas
K/1eTKa, a B Hell cuaena Mo/YaluBasl NTHLA, BHUMATE/IbLHO
CMOTpeEBLIasi HA HUX YEPHbIMU 6ycuHKamu ma3. [ltvua 6buta
HETPHUMETHOIO CEpOro LIBeTa, YyTh MeHbllE 3HakoMbIX PaMcelo
romybeil.

K ynusnenuio Pamces, JlenaH He ctan NpUKpEIVIATb K HEH
Tpy6Ky ¢ nocnaHueM. OH NMOAHSUT NMTHUY, KOTopasl CMOKOIHO
Jiexana y Hero Ha pyke, Ha ypoBeHb mia3. [nsaas npsmMo Ha
KPbLIaTOro nocbuibHOro, JlefaH MEeANeHHO NpoaeKIaMHpOBan:

— OcaxzeHbl... SIcHabu... TyMaH... HCU3BECTHBII TIPOTHB-
HHK...

JITHHHBIN 3a0CTPEHHDIH KTIOB NTHLIbI PaCKPbUICS, MNOTOM CO
1e]YKOM 3aKkpbuics. M nocbiuianack HCKaXEHHasi, HO BIOJTHE
NOHATHas peyb:

— OcaxaeeHbl... ccOn... TyMaH... HHHEU3BECTHbII NMPOTHB-

HHK...
— BepHo! — Jlenan non6pocun mruiy. Yxe B BO3IyXe OHa
pacnpaBwia KpbUibsi, JBaXIbl obnerena NpUPOAHYIO KPEnocTh
M3 CKan M ycTpeMwiach B ITyOb 3eMJIM, AEpXach BbICOKO Hal
YPOBHEM TyMaHa.

— Kak Tonbko ropopsiiuasi [ONETUT OO NMEPENOBOro Iocra...
— JlenaH He 3aKOHYWIL.

PamaH paccmesuics.

— [NosiBATCS NOrPaHUYHUKH M, MOXCT, YCTICIOT TOXOPOHUTD
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Hac, KanuTaH. Ot 61KXKaiIero nocra foArui nepexon, Xots y
HHUX MOXET HaiiTHch U ¢aep, — HaBEpHoOC, JIHLIb HaaexXna
3aCTABWIA €0 JOOABHTb 3TO MNMPEATONIOXCHHE.

JlenaH HeTepnclMBO CBHUCTHYJN. Bce MOBCpPHYNIH rojioBbl B
ero HanpamieHuH. TymaH yxe nobpasicst Ko Tex, KTo 3aHHMMan
caMblc HIDKHHE MO3HWLIMH.

— OcrapaitTech Ha MecTe, — NMPHUKa3an KanuTaH. — [lycTs
npHUxoaaT K HaM. He noanasaitTech Ha yIOBKH, KOTOPbIMH OHU
XOTAT HAac BbLIMAHUTb. 3a 3TUMH KAMHSIMHM Mbl HE CTaHEM
JIErKoii nooblyeit...

OTBETHJ €MY COIJIacCHLIH FTOMOH, NMpobeXaBUIHii OT WC/AH K
wean. HekoTopeie BHU3Y yXe cKpblBanuch B TymMaHe. HakoHelt
TyMaH, XOJIOAHBIA M BAAXKHBIA, KOocHyncs auua Pamces. Ho nmo
KpaifHeH Mepe Xy[llHe ero CTpaxH He MOATBEpAWIHCb. JTO He
SUIOBHUTBIN ras...

— Kanwurah...

CHusy poHécca na3r crand. KTo-To nogHumancs K HHUM.
Pyxa Pamces Hanpsriach Ha pykosTH Meuya. Ho noguumancs
He Bpar, a O0MH M3 NpONaBIUXX pa3sBeAYHUKOB.

OH ABILUAT TSDKENO, CJIOBHO 6€Xan BNEPErOHKH CO CMEPThIO.
¥YnaB psinoM ¢ JlenaHoM u PaMceeM, OH npoxpuries1 HECKOJIBKO
HEWICHOPa3AebHLIX 3ByKOB, [TOKa HE CMOT TOBOPHUTb MOHSITHO.

— IlupaTel... TaM... — OH yKa3an Ha TyMaH, NOAHUMAaBLLMI-
cs eMy no KojieHo. — OHM NoAXMAaIH Hac.

— Cxkonbko ux? — cpasy cnpocun [enaH.

— 51 Bunen Tombko ABoMX. OHM NMOOHSUIMCH C FlecKa M
3apy6wm Xoans. Bbl, HaBepHoe, CBIILATM €r0 NPeACMEPTHBIA
KpHK. A rae Ypu? Peiinc? — oH Ha3Ban MMeHa CBOMX TOBapH-
weH.

— OHH el He BepHYAHCb, — oTBeTWI [lenaH.

— Torpa — cumuTail X MEPTBLIMH, — BOMH NOBOPWI TYTIO M
6c3XH3HeHHO. — A cnbitian OTOBCIONY, KaK JII0AM ABUXYTCA B
monax. S 6p11 GaMxe BceX K cKajlaM M TOJIBKO NOTOMY YINEN.

— IIupathi? — [demaH Kak OyaTo He BO3paXal NPOTHB
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Joknaaa pasBequvka. Ero nmopaswio HeyTo Apyroe, Kakoli-To
¢daxrop, HenoHsaTHbI Pamcelo. — Tbl He BUaEA, oTKyaa noa-
HHMMaeTcsl 3TOT TyMaH? :

Pa3seqynk nokavan ronosoii. ['pyas ero no-npexucmy yac-
TO B3[bIMAIACH M OMYCKANIACh, KaK Y NpecieayeMoro GeryHa.

— OH pacnpocTpaHSICTCS U3 KAKOI-TO TOYKM K ccBepy B
rayduue cyun. TaM oH noaHs 1cs K Heby, KakK AbIM OT KOCTpa,
CTaHOBsICb BcE CHabHel M rywe. A ObU1 Ha BCpLUMHC AIOHBI,
Koraa Bnepesie yBuaen ero. KisiHych 4erbIppMsi KJIbIKAMH
Hrtona, 3To He MPHPOIHbIH TyMaH. _

— Maul TaK ¥ noayManu. A BouHoB TaHTaHTa Tbl He Buaen?

— Tonbko 310, — pa3sBeJYUK PACKpbLI CXATLIH KylakK, M U3
HEro Ha CKaly C METAJUIMYECKMM JISI3TOM BbiNan HeOosbLIOH
npeaMeT. K 3ToMy BpeMeHM 3/0BeluMii TyMaH elE Oosiblue
noaHsuicst, v Pamceil nout He Bunen [enaHa U pasBeaumka,
XOTA OHH HAXOOWIHUCh COBCEM PSIOM.

Ho oH pasmiagen, yro HdenaH MOAHS TO, YTO YPOHMI
pa3BeqyuK.

— 3HayoK ¢ nosica norpaHMvHMKa. Ero Mornm norepsArts B
Joboe BpeMs.

— OH He HM3beleH CONMEHBIM BETPOM, KallMTaH, U Ha Kpawo
€ro KpoBb.

Henan noaHéc 3Hayok 6mvoke K rnaszaM. OH Kak OyaTo He
paccMaTpHBal, a NPUHIOXUBAJICA.

— Tbl npaB, KpoBb cBexasi. Bo3Moxao, 3TO 0OBsICHSICT
CTOJIb TEIUTYIO BCTpPEYY, — €C;1M NUPATh] BbIC/IEAWIN NOTPaHHy-
HUKOB, NPHIIEALLNX NPOBOAUTb BOJILHBINA OTPAL, MAJIO HafeXAbl
Ha NMOoMOlilb B TeYeHHe O/IDKAMLLIMX YacoB — WIM AaXe OHCH.

KEnTplii TyMaH yXe 3aKpbl1 BCE OCHOBaHMe rpsiabl H noabu-
paicsl K HIDKHMM yBexxuiaM obiuccTsa. JleaaH 6bIcTpo B3rsIHY
HAMpaBo, HalCBO, MOTOM MOBEPHYJICS K pacy€TaM NIyl HTeAEH,
KOTOpble CTOSUIM Ha caMoi BeplunMHe cKaibl. [ToMouiHMK,
CTOSIBILIMIA Y opyaMii, KMBHYNI. JlegaH mogHEc K rybaM CBUCTOK
M CHOBa pe3KO CBHUCTHyl1. 310 ObL1 NpHKa3 cOOCTBEHHOM
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HCOOMBLION apMUK — 3aTKHYTD Y1iH. BonbHbIil KaniraH cobu-
pIcst MyCTHTb B X0 CBOE CaMOE MOLIHOE OpYXMe.

PaMccii noBo3muics ¢ BUIaHHBIMH €MY 3aThIYKAMM, BCTABHI
MX B yuiH. Teniepb Bce NpHKa3bl 6yAyT oToaBaThes XectamMu, OH
BHE, KAaK IIYLIMTC/IH ONYCTHAN YCWIHTENH, YToObl AeiicTBHE
HCBHAHMOrO Jy4ya 3axBaTiw10 AloHbl. [lIoMOWHHMK nonowén x
ONHOI MalilHHe, K ApYToH, NpoBepss ycTa4oBKy. [lo ero kuBky
Hcaan pe3ko omycTivl B NpHKA3e PYKYy.

PamMceii Tak HHKOIa ¥ He CMOT Y3HATb OObACHEHHS CITyYHB-
weMycsi. U3 TymaHa cBepkHyn Jyd cBeta. [locnenoBan ryxoi
yaap, KOTOpblif OTOPOCHI ero Ha CKa/bl, ALIXAHHE CO CBHCTOM
BbIpBanioch U3 nérkix. Ho PaMceii ynan B Takoc Mecro, KoTo-
poe MO3BOMILUIO €EMY YBHIETb INTYLUHTENH.

Onu npocro Hcyesdnn! Ocranach TOJLKO Macca pacIUlaBlieH-
HOTO rOpsi4ero MeTavla BMECTO ABYX JOPOTOCTOSILLMX OPYAMIi.

PaMceji BbiTaluMa 3aThiukK M3 ywei. Tenepb OH Mor cibi-
watb. Kpikyn 3anonHunm posnyx. M3 oOyrneHHBIX pa3BajivH,
rae MpoOM3OLUEN aNCKWii B3pbIB, BbINOA3NA Kakas-To ¢urypa,
Kopyach, noxaTwiack no semie. Bbulo sicHO, 4To y nmHpaToB
Haweénca 3¢hdeKTHBHBIE OTBET Ha CaMOE MOLIHOE OpYyXHe
JlenaHa.

PamMceit kakuM-To obpaszoM ymyapwics BctaTh. Onpenenurn
pa3Mepbl NPHYMHEHHOIO yuiepb6a oH ewé He Mor. OcTaHku
FAylWIMTeNed HCITYCKAIH TaKo# Xap, YTO OH BbIHYXIEH ObLI
nonsaTuThea. Ho ycnbllnan HerpoMkuii KpMK NOJ3YLLETO M
NOYTH NPOTHB BOJIM YCTPEMWICS B CTPALLHYIO Xapy.

Iloyt Bcs onexna Ha Tene paHeHoro obropena. Y Pamcest
He ObLL10 BpcMeHHM Ha MArkocTb. OH yXBaTWI YeJIOBEKa Mof
MBIWIKY M TNOTAalIW1 B CTOPOHY OT PacKal€HHOIO MeTalia.
INonanvlue, B Kakoe-HHOyAb yoexuuie. Kak oH HHM Gbu1 olue-
nomnéH, Pamceill noranancg, 4Yro Hayanach I7IaBHas 4acTh
CcpaXeHHsl. 3aTOJIKaB paHEeHOro B AMY 3a coboit, PaMceit noctan
CBOE pyXbE, CTpesioliee UIIaMHM, M TIpHCe, OXuaas, Koraa
Bpar NoOKaXeTcs M3 TyMaHa.
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Tcneps eM'y XBaTIIO O/IHOINO B3IJIs1AQ, YTOObI OLIEHHUTh pa3-
Mepbl Katactpodbl. Okoso MIyliMTeNled B MOMCHT B3pbiRa
HaxoIM/1oCh BoceMb 4esioBeK. [lo aBa ycnoBexa M3 pacy€Tos,
Jenan, PaMaH, oH caM U pa3seayMkK. Tex, KOro MOXHO cnucarhb
co cuyéta, Pamceil yBumen cpasy. A panblie, rie NpoHEccs
OFHEHHbIH BUXPb, BUAHENHCH €1€ NMOYEepHCBLUME OCTAHKH.

Ilo nepBoMy MOACYETY OHHU JIMLLIWIKCH NMOJOBMHBLI OTpAla.
Pamceil He pelsancst NOKHHYTh ybexuue, Juilb 4ToObl OTbIC-
KaTh yXe nork6umx. Hauvnaer nu TymaH peaets? Pamcelo
TIOKA32J10Ch, YTO HIDKE NOSBUINCH TIPOCBETHL.

M B 3THX OKHaxX TyMaHa Ha CKaJibl XJIbIHY/Ia OTHCHHAs BOJIHA,
HO HE TOro OrHs, Kakoi YHuuyToxan riywmrcead. Her, aror
JUIHHHBIMH S3bIKAMH YCTPEMWICS BBEpX C HEBUAMMON NoBep-
XHOCTH niecka. PaMceit HHKoraa He BUlesl B A€ ICTBUH OTHEMETHI
CBOEro MHpa, HO TO, YTO OH YBHIEJ] CO CKAJIbHOM Ipsibl,
BLI3BAJIO OHKYI0 TOWIHOTY. OH sSIpocTHO 6oposcs ¢ Xeayblo,
3ano/iHsABILEi poT M ropno. Hananaiouie He xenanu Gparb
IUVIEHHBIX, 3aCTaBHTb OTpAd caaThcss. OHM NpocTo YOMBAMH, a
BOJIbHOE OOLECTBO HE MMeEJIO 3allMThl OT 3TON0 HOBOIO H
CTPALIHOIO OPYXMHs.

Pamceii npucesn Bo3jie paHEHOTO, KOTOPBII Npoao/okKal cia-
60 croHarb. OH 3HaI, YTO TeNepb TOJNLKO BONPOC BPEMEHH,
Xorja nupatsl 1o6epyrcs 10 BepLUMHbI rpsabi. M Torma oH cam
OyaeT nomkapeH, Aaxe He NoJiyduB BO3MOXHOCTH OTBETHUTb Ha
ynap. beccMbicieHHO 6bUIO XIaTbh yXacHOH CMEpTH.

Ionayormym€HHblif, OH NMOMnbITAICA cCOOpaTh APYTHX yUeneB-
winx. TymaH euwi€ Oonblue mnopenen. Pamcell HarHynca K
JieXaBllIeMY PAIOM YeI0oBeEKY. 310 6bu1 [lenaH, €ro COXCOKEHHYIO
olexay NnokpbiBaia XpoBb. Ha Luee y Hero no-npexxeMy Bucen
KOMaHAUPCKUIT CBHCTOK.

XBaTWIO JIM Y OCTIbLHBIX YMA BHITALUWTb YLUHbIE 3aThIYKH?
HagsepHoe — nocnc B3puiBa rmywurenei. [lo xpaiineit Mepe,
Pamceii Hanesics, YTo OHM 31O caenaM. OH CHSU1 LIENOYKY C
1led KanWTaHa M NOJHEC CBUCTOK K IybaMm, XOTd YCJIOBHbIX
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CHTHA/OB He 3Ha1. MOXeT, 3HaKOMbIe 3ByKH TIPUBENYT BbDKWB-
KX B 3TOM HampaBieHUH. PaMceli moayn B CBHMCTOK.
He6naro3By4HbLIH CBUCT, KOTOPLI OH TMPOU3BEN, HOMKCH ObUT
NpoOHTLCA CKBO3b AICKHIH LIYM y OCHOBAHHUS CKaJl.

bonblue He ObLIO CMbIC/IA XOaTh HA 3TOH OTKPBITOH NO3M-
uni. PaMceli He 3Ha, CMOXET M YIiTH OT OTHEMETOB, Talla Ha
ccoe lenana. Ho nonbrrarbes nommkeH 6pu1. OH NOAHAN Kanu-
TaHa ¥ NoOpEN BAOIbL CKATBHOM Fpsiibl.

B TymMaHe noka3zanach cMyTHas ¢urypa. PaMceii, yxe roro-
Bbli1 BLICTPENUTD, YCIIiE 3aMEeTHTb IpeOeHb Ha rojioBe. OnHH U3
obwecrea. TOoT nomoweén, cnoThIKasCh, 33 HMM €LUC Tpoe.
Pamceit MaxHyn uM.

UYyTh no3xe aBoc noHecnu [enaHa, a PaMceli U ocTalbHbie
COCTaB/sUIM apbeprapa. bonblie U3 ana BHM3Yy HHUKTO HE Bbl-
wen. I'psiaa mocreneHHo mnoBblmanack. Tyr 7ierde 6yner
CKpbIThCS, GonbLiMe 61I0KM KpaCHOBATOTO KAMHS CMOTYT 3aLlU-
TUTb WX OT I1amMeHH. K ToMy Xe TymaH GbICTpO pacceMBaics,
U Tenepb MOXHO ObUIO BbIOHpaTh NyTh.

PsanoM ¢ Pamceem waran Paman. OnHa pyka ero Bucena
HEeMoOABWKHO, Ha 1leKe KpacHen oxor. OH 4yTo-1o 6opMoTan Ha
Xolly, I/1a3a ero 3acTbUIM, CJIOBHO OH He Buaea Pamces u weén
K HeflocsiraeMol 6e30TMacHOCTH, TOJIBKO NMOAYMHSISICh HHCTHHKTY.

Te, yto Hecnu Bnepeau [enaHa, BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBMIMCD.
PaMceit HeTepnenBo MaxHyn UM, YToObI LUK Aanbule. B oTer
OHH YTMpSAIMO NoKayanu rosioBamMH. PaMceli nonoiuén Kk Pamany,
KOCHYJICA ero ruieya. ToT noMopiwics, MOAHSUT OCYHYBLUIeecs
JIMLIO € 3amnaBlUMMK rma3aMH. U ctoan, Tyno maag Ha Pamces.
ToT 3HaKoM Benen eMy yKpbIThcsi. B KOHlle KOHLOB NPHLLIOCDH
3aTalUMTh HaMHMKa B ybexaille, 4ToOobl PaMceit cMor nopoiTu
K TeM, KTO Bnepeau. TpeTHii M3 MX XAIKOro apbeprapiaa
nposiBua Gonbitie XH3HU. OH CKpbUICA 32 TOH Xe CKAIOH, YTo
u PamaHn.

— B yém meno?

— KT0-To TyT y HMX CcTOMT HMXe Mo cKiIoHy. JIobyetcs

’ 127



3a6aBoi, — TrOpbKO OTBETIUI OAMH U3 connar. — Ecnu yBuaur
HAc, Mbl MODKAPUMCS, KAK BCC OCTAIBHbBIE.

Pamceii msHYn B yKasaHHOM HanpamrieHMH. Touno! Menb-
KHy7a pyka ¢ pykaBoM. Bpar, nomxHo 6bITh, OY4eHb yBEpEH B
cche, OH HE IyMAaET, YTO KTO-TO U3 BbDKMBLUHMX MOXET NMOHTH B
3TOM HanpaB/ieHUHU.

OnuH yenosek ¢ oriemérom? Mau uenwiit orpsaa? Pamceit
noTép rnasa TLUIbHOM cTOpoHOM NanoHu. OH Beadb He HacTosi-
umu connar. BHeluHe nérkas nobeoa Haa youiued — 4yuctas
cy4aitHocTh. Toraa y Hero He ObUTO AaXe BPEMEHM NMOAyMaTh,
OH MPOCTO OTpearMpoBal — M ObICTPO — Ha HanaacHue. Ho
ceiuac coBceM apyroe aeno. OH noctapancs 3a0bITh O TOM, YTO
ocTanoch nosanu. JJymarb 06 3ToM — Hexopouio. Ho B HEM yxe
POAWIACH YNIPsIMasi PELIMMOCTb CMIACTHUCh, YIITH C 3TOI XAJTKOM
TOPCTBIO JI0OEH, NPOXHTb KAaK MOXHO JOJblUe, YTOObl 3acTa-
BHUTb KOTO-TO 3aIUIaTMTh 3a YXKACHYIO CMEPTb JIlofieii, KOTopxle
NPHHSUIM €ro KaK TOBapHila.

— Buaenn Koro-HuOyns ew€? — CNpocHi OH, OThICKMBas
BTOPOIO CHamnepa.

— Her, HO y Hero orHeMéT. S BHOen ero CTBoj, KOraa ToT

NMOBOPAYMBAICS.
— Ecimm OH 34ech OAMH ¥ OHH CYHTAIOT, YTO AOCTAaTOYHO
OIHOTO, YTOOBbI 3anepeTb Hac 3aecb... — PaMceil pa3MbILLUISLT

pcayx. — Xopouuo. OcraBaiitech Ha Mecre. ECTb Tonbko oHa
BO3MOXHOCTDb CNPABHTLCS C €N0 OTHEMETOM.

Hu y xoro He coxpaHWIOCh pyXei, CTPEe/SIOLIMX pa3pbiB-
HbIMH CTEK/ISIHHBIMM ITy/IIMH. PaMceii noTepsi1 cBoE B MOMEHT
B3pbiBa. Ho ecnu oH cyMeeT nopobparbes AOCTaTOYHO GIU3KO
K 3TOMY YacOBOMY...

IOHOLIA CHAN KypTKY M NOSIC, YTOGbI HMYETO HE LETUIANOCch
3a KaMHH. OneTplit B IIOTHO obseraiollee cepoe TPUKO, OH
HaZesnica CJIMTBCA C TOBCPXHOCTBIO cKas. Pawmceil nponons
YyTb BJIEBO U BbILIE MO XpeOTy.

Kak MoxHO OblcTpee nepeberas OH OT OLHOIO BbICTyna K
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IpYTOMY, JIAIOHH €ro BCIOTENH, BO PTy NEpPecoXIio; B JOGYI0
MHHYTY PaMceii oxuzaan, YTo ero OKaTHT NOXHMpAIOLMM IUIOTD
miameHeM. [loka ero He 3amerwid. [lopa — 4epe3 camyio
BLICOKYIO TOYKY Xpebra M BHM3. Ec/M OH mpaBWIBHO OLIEHM!
paccTosiHHe, TO TeTeph JODKEH HaXORMTHCA HENOCPEACTBEHHO
3a 4acoBbIM. MoXeT, yBepeHHOCTh B pa3pylLIHMTE/IbHOH Cuie
HOBOTIO OpYXMS CAEJIaeT Bpara HEOCTOPOXHBIM.

PaMceii Teneps ObUI MOYTH YBEpeH, YTO 30ECh TOMBLKO OAMH
yenoeK. OH HECKOJIbKO pPa3 OCTAHARIMBAICA M BHHUMATEJILHO
PaccMaTpHBaJl MECTHOCTb, HO OOJIblle HUKOIO He yBHIEN. A
€OWHCTBEHHBII NPOTUBHMK Teriepb ObUT XOpOLUO eMy BHIEH.

IIpuceB Mexay ckan, Pamceit craunu canorn. Heb3st puc-
XoBaTh. JIBMrasch HacTOJILKO JIETKO, HAaCKOJILKO HO3BOJSUIO
H36HTOE U O0OXOKEHHOE TEJI0, OH INMPBITHYIL.

Pamcell HaHEC peOpoM JIalOHM TaKOH TOYHBIA ymap IO
TOpJTY, YTO YaCOBOH JaXe He BCKPMKHYI. YnaJ yxe MEPTBbIH;
HaBEpHOE, JaXe He 3aMeTWI, OTKYIa NPOH3OLUIO HanaleHMe.
PaMceii nepexBaTun orHeMET, OCTOPOXHO BCTal BO BECh POCT,
YTOOBI €0 YBUIEIIN H3 YKPHITHSI M NIOHSUIH, YTO ITyTh CBOOOJEH.

Cam PamMceit ocraBancss Ha MecTe, HACTOPOXEHHO TNpPHUCIy-
LIMBAsACh, TOTOBBIN INPHUKPHITh OFHEMETOM NPOABHXEHHE
ToBapMilei, ecnu morpebyercd. OH MO-NIpeXHEMY CIbILLIAT
KPHKHM, BHJIEJT HIDKE 110 CKJIOHY Iuiamsl. Ho BHHM3Y elu€ nepxan-
cs TyMaH, H PaMmceli pajoBaicsi TOMy, YTO HE MOXCT BHIAECTb
yKacHOE 3pesmile.

— KamtaH... OH JONro He NpoiepXHTCs, — 3aAbIXAACh,
CKa3aJ TOT CaMblif YeJIOBeK, YTo Nnoka3an PaMcelo yacoBoro. —
Mtel TOXe...

— Kro-Hubynb 3HakoM ¢ 370if cTpaHoi? — cnipocwi Pam-
cell.

OTBETOM NOCNYXWIM OTpHLATE/IbHbIE KUBKH.

— ApJyT... — rmasa PaMaHa obpesid co3HaHHe, HO JIMLIO ero
McKasuioch oT 6om. OH noanepxusan GoNMbHYIO PYKY 340poO-
Boii. — EciM morpaHMYHMKM nojydywin coobllieHHe, OHH
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SIBSITCS1 BEPXOM... Cloia! — OH yKa3asl Ha rnojie OMTBbI, He I1Aast
Ha Hero. HuKTO He xoTen cMOTpeTh Tyaa, BUA OOMHHM Aaxe y
HMX, OYEpCTBEBIUMX HaéMHUKOB, BbI3bIBAJI TOLIHOTY.

— Ects /M mopora B DIyOb CylM, IO KOTOpOH MOTIYT
nofoiTH morpaHMYHMKU? S 3Hal0, Bbl HEe 3HAKOMBI C 3TOi
MECTHOCTBIO, HO, MQXET, YTO-TO O Heil 3Haere? — Pamcei
BHOBb 06paTWICsl K TOBapHiuaMm no 6eae c¢ npocb6oit. JeaaH
JeXaNl y ero Hor, 3aKpbiB I71a3a, ¥ BpeMsl OT BPpEMEHHM ciabo
CTOHaJl.

CHoBa oTpHliaTe/bHble KMBKM. MaTH panbliie OHM He CMo-
IyT, 3T0 npasna. Bce u3paHeHbl M oboxokeHbl. PaMceil He
CAMHCTBEHHBIH JepXalicsl Ha Horax TOMbKO cwioi Boiau. K
TOMy Xe PaHO WIM MO30HO KTO-TO NPUAET OTbICKMBAThL 4aCOBO-
ro. M Torma HauHETCS npecyieoBaHHeE.

PaMceit B3IMIAAHYNT BHU3, Ha TE€JIO YaCOBOIO, H €My B TNOJIOBY
NpHIIUIA HeOXHNIaHHasi MbIc/ib. CllOMaHHas 1lest B 3THX cKaslax
BIIOJIHE MOXET TIOKA3aThcsl HECYACTHBIM ciydaeM. Ho opranu-
30BaThb TAKYIO CLIEHY O3Ha4aeT paccTaThes c orHeMEToM. PaMmceit
OCMOTpEJICSA. OTO MOXHO YCTPOUTD, ¥ YCNEX 3TOi HHCLIEHHPOB-
KM — MX eIMHCTBEeHHbIH waHc. CxBaTMB Tc/O 32 PYKHM, OH
OTTALIMI MepTBella YyTh BneBo. [1oToM B3si1 orHeMET, Gpochi
Ha [Ba l0ara Jajiblie, CJIOBHO OH BbINal M3 OCJaOEBLUMX PYK
Bpara.

— JIna yero 3to? — PamaH nonowén nodnioke.

— V Hero cnromaHa wes. Hukakoit paHbl Het, — PaMceit
KHBKOM YKa3aJj Ha XepTBy. — JlonmycTuM, oH ynai, npobupasich
ciona. Buamil, y Hero He OYEHb-TO YHOOHblE CamlorM, OH
MOCKOJIL3HYJICA B CKaJlax.

— Ho orseMéT, — Bo3pasun oaMH U3 congar. — C HUM Y
Hac Gonbliie BO3MOXHOCTEN BbDKHTD.

— A 6¢3 Hero ewié Gonbuie, — 3aMetwn Pamceit. — Ecmm
OrHEMET MCYE3HET, €I0 OTCYTCTBHE 3aMETAT H NMONMYT, YTO KTO-
TO YIUEN U3 3aNaaHH.

IOHowa yBHOen mo JMLaM TOBAapHILEH, YTO OHM TIOHSUIH
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CMBICJI TOTO, YTO OH AenaeT. U nogyman, comacsrcs JIM ¢ HUM.
B koHLie KOHLIOB, OH BeAb MM He KoMaHaup. IlepBblit nomoti-
HHUK MEPTB. OH CTOSUT COBCEM PANOM C IIYLIMTE/ISIMH, KOTa Te
B3opBaIMCh. U mo6oii U3 3THX mofieii MOXET He MOAYHHUTLCS
eMy.

OnHako PamaH KpHBO ycmexHyCA.

— Tol 6bicTpo coobpaxaeiub, ApayT. S cka3an 6bl, YTO 3TO
NAa€T HaM npuspayHulii lwiaHc. HaMm ewmé noseano, — oH
ocMoTpencsl. — Ha Takux KaMHSX He OCTaércs cieaoB, BO
BCAKOM cJIyyae MX He pasmisgerb. Ho HaM HyXHO MATH ocTO-
poxHo. U yeM GbicTpee MBI yitnéM oTCIONa, TEM JIydlle.

Koraa onu Brictymuid, PamMceii 3anepxancd, yTo6sl B noc-
JIelHMIt pa3 B3MJSAHYTb Ha TILUIATEJIbHO OpPraHM30BaHHbIA
«HECYACTHBIH cayyaii». OH 06HapyXW1, YTO MOCTOSAHHO BLITH-
PaeT pykH 00 oiexny, CJI0BHO X04eT H36aBHTLCA OT OLLUYLIEHHUSA
cMepTebHOro yaapa. M pelunTenbHo npukasan ceGe 3a0bITh 06
3ToM. OH ygapwi, 4ToObl CacTH CBOIO XXH3Hb H XM3Hb OCTaJIb-
HbIX. Hukoraa paHblue eMy He IpMXOOWIOCh YOMBATh YeJIOBeKa.
Ho xaxuM-10 06pazoM 3To YOHIICTBO NOTEPSANO AN HeEro
CMbIC/I — TOCJ/Ie TOW OrHeHHoMH GOMHM B CKajax.

He6onbloii oTpsin mpoaBurasicss oyeHb MemieHHo. Bece mo
ouepean, kpoMe PamaHa, KoTophlii He MOr OBUHYTb PYKOHM,
Hecnn Jlenana. Tenepb OHM yXe 3a6paiMch ropasmo BbIlle
bepera, nepecekast BCpLUIMHY Xpebra. Bnepeau nokasanachk no-
Jocka 3eneHu. Pamceil, yBuaeB €€, nogyMan o Bolae M TIPOBEN
CYXHMM SI3bIKOM IO COJIEHBIM Iy0aM.

Bce 3TH nepexonsl MoryT yourts Jlemana, HO y HHX NPOCTO
HeT apyroro Bboixoga. Heobxoanmo 6buio yHTi KaK MOXHO
AaJibllie OT MecTa YOMIHCTBA, Npexiae YeM HayHYT MCKATb Yle-
JIeBLUHX.

C orpoMHBIMH YCWIMSMH OHM cnycTivii JleaaHa ¢ KpyToro
CKJIOHA M YJIOXWIHM Ha TpaBy Noj OepeBbsMH. PaMaH ckopee
ynan, yeM JE€r Ha 3emnio. JIMLO ero mnoa cMyrioi Koxem
npHo6peo 3eNleHoBaThii OTTeHOK. OCTanbHble AOCTAIM CYMKH
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niepBoii noMouM, a PaMceit mobpén cpenu AepeBbEB B MOUCKAX
Boabl. EMy ynanoch OTbicKaThb HeGOMbLUOH Mpyd, NMUTaeMbIA
KITIOYOM.

¥YBuIeB Boay, OH Ynajl ¥ NOrpy3WiCs JIMLOM B XHBHTENLHYIO
RiIary. 3aHBUIM OXOIM Ha JIMLe, HO OH cAeNal HECKOJIbKO
roTtKoB. IloToM ononocHy ¢GaskKy, HaNoOJTHUI €€ A0 Kpad H
BEPHYJICA K HeOONbLIOMY H3paHEHHOMY OTpALY.

PaMceii ¢ TpyaoM Mor noBepuTb, YTO OHM NEPEXWIH 3Ty
6oitHI0. 1 ¥ Hero nosiBUNOCH CTpaHHOE OLLYlIEHHE, YTO OHH
Tenepb HEysA3BMMbl I APYTMX omnacHocred. Brpouem, oH
HanoMHUN cebe o daranbHO# 6Ge33aboTHOCTH YacoBoro. MM
HeNb3sl paccnabnsaTbcss U TepATh OAMTENLHOCTD.

I'nasa 11

Y Pamana Obuia cioMaHa pyka. Pamceif, xkak Mor, 3axain
CJIOMaHHYI0 KOCTb MeXAy ABYMsl BEeTKAMM, COPBaHHBIMHU C
IepeBlia, ONHOIO M3 Tex, YyTo Janu MM ybexaue. Ho oxorn
JlenaHa oxa3auCh CIMLIKOM CEpbE3HbI, YTOObl OH MOT C HUMM
CnpaBuUThcs. MenBac noMckan B TpaBe M HALLUEN pacTeHHE C
MSICHCTBIMM JIMCTbAMH. OH C TOPXECTBOM BLUIEPHY/ €ro M3
3eMiM. [IpoMbIB IMCTbsl B NIpyAy, OH pa3Msul 3eJieHb U HaJIOXa1
KAlIMIy Ha MOBS3KY M3 NMONeBOi MEAULIMHCKOIH CYMKH.

OH 3asBWI, YTO 3TO NPHUPOAHOE CPEACTBO NMPOTHB OXOIOB.
WM nons3ylorcs B cro npoBuHUMH. CHanobbe yMEHBLUIMT BOC-
najeHHe H 6Gosb. OHM nonoxaiM JeaaHa Ha XMBOT, M C
OTPOMHOI OCTOPOXHOCTbIO PaMceit U ApKyH CHSUTH OCTaTKH
KYPTKM ¥ TpHMKO. PaMcelo npuxoawioch NoAaBIsATh TOLIHOTY.
JenaHn npocto He Mor 6bTb ewd xuB! Ho kanmrau YTIpSIMO
LIeIUISUICS 3a XH3Hb M ¢1a00 31CTOHAN BO BpeMsl MX paboThl.

Korna obHaxauinch oxory, Mespac npuces Ha KOPTOYKU U
POBHBIM CJI0EM TNPHHSUICS HAHOCHTD 3€JIEHYI0 MacCcy Ha U3My-
YeHHYI0 IUIOTb. XyXe Bcero oxorum 6muiM Ha Ijaeyax M
npearvieybsix, HO B KOHLie KOHLOB Menpacy ynanoch cMa3aTb
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mx. Kaunmia 6bicTpo BhichIXala, TOKPHIBASCH IT1a3MPOBAHHOIA
KOpPOYKOH.

HenaH nepecran croHats. BHavyane Pamceit ucryrancs, 4ro
KalMTaH yMmep noi MX HeymenbiM obpaweHdeM. Ho [Jleman
npoaoJoKan AbIWaTh, NpaBaa, AbILAT MeLJICHHO, CJIOBHO IOA
BO3IEeHCTBHEM CWIbHOIO HapKOTHKA. MeBac BcMoTpesicsi B
JIMLO KalMTaHa, NPHNOAHSUT BeKH, YTOOLI 3arIAHYTh B IJla3a.

— OH cnur, — 3agBun conpar. — Tenepb 3aitMéMcs
OCT&JIbHBIMH...

Y Bcex ObUTM OXOrM, XOT M He TaKHe TSDKENble, KaK Y
Jenana. PaMmceii Bckope obHapyxwi, 4yto cpeacrBo Menpaca
JAeicTBUTENbLHO CHUMaeT Oonmb. EMy Kasanoch 3To0 HeBO3MOX-
HBIM.

I103a6OTHBIUNCL O paHaX, OCTAaBLIMECH B XMBBIX pPacCe/IMCh
noJ OepeBbsAMH, NOIIANBIBasA APYT Ha Apyra. JlenaH nexan y ux
Hor. HakoHell Bceobluee BHUMaHHE COCPElOTOYWIOCH Ha PaM-
cee. M TyT BnepBbie 3aroeopui oauH U3 conaar. o cux nop oH
TOJLKO KPSIXTEJ NIPH JIeYeHUU.

— A cnyxaun B Penrynae noa KomaHmoBanueM Hnayna...
npexnae YcM TNpPHCOEOAWHWICS K BOJIbHOMY obuiectBy. TBoé
JIMLO, HE3HAKOMEL, BLI3bIBAET Y MEHS CTPAHHBIE MBICITH.

— Moé mmo? — HenoHuMaloule nopropun Pamceii. Bos-
MOXHO, 3T0 OLUIO Cle[CTBHE TpaB, HO OH YYBCTBOBaJ ce6f
OTYTICBUIMM, OOYPMaHEHHBIM YCTAJIOCTBIO.

— TBoé nuuo. Ectb oOMH 4YenoBeK... ObUL.. CJOBHO TBOE
3epPKAbHOE OTPAXCHUE, — TMOSACHWI COJMAaT.

PaMceii ¢ TpymoM BCMOMHWI, KaK 30BYT 3TOIO YeJIOBEKA.
Cunos. OH 6bU1 KOMAHIMPOM AECSATKH, HO HE MPOSIBIISLT HHTE-
peca K ypokaM 6opb6bl 6e3 opyxus. YeloBeK OTHOCHTEILHO
NOXWWIOH U KOHCEPBAaTHUBHBIIA.

— ToBopsAT, TOT YenoBeK yMep — M yXe NOrpe6eH, —
nponomxan CuaoB. — Tak KTo Xe Tbl, HOCSILIMI ero auuo?
INpunn Kackap...

Bce Teneps cMoTpe/M Ha Hero, Kak Iicbl CMOTPSIT Ha JIKCY,
KOTopasi nogolivia K fcapHe.
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— A He Kackap, — Pamccii 3actaBmn cebd ToBOpHTB
yBepeHHO. — Ho ecTb moam, Koropbie XoTenu 6bl NMOCAnUTh
MeHs Ha Mecto Kackapa, —uMInpoBu3HpoBan oH. — [loatoMy
MHe NPUILIIOCh HOCHTb MacKy KPOBHMKA ¥ NMO3TOMY S OCTaBWI
JlomMm...

— Ovain goporo 6bl 3aruiaTia 3a Te6st... — 3ameTi1 PaMan.
— HnMeTb Kackapa — HacTosilero win noajioxHoro... Huuero
GonblIEero ceiyac He XKenaeT BCPXOBHbIH COBECTHHK.

— A s Temepb HayMHalo AymaTb, — Npeanonoxun Men-
Bac, — He TBOE JIM MPUCYICTBME NPUHECNO I'HOeNb HalleMy
obuecTsy.

Hx B3rnsabl ctamm Gonee HanMpsDKEHHBIMH M YTPOXAIOLIMMH,
Pamceit nonyman, He oOpaTsaTCcsl IH OHM Tenepb NPOTHB HeEro,
yTOOBl BLIMECTHTb Bce CBOM Oeabl. ElE onqHO Takoe mpeanosn-
OXeHMe, Kakoe caenan Mensac, M OHH BLeNATCS eMy B IJIOTKY.

— B Jlome noeciony puicKaloT Ifla3za M ymid, — JobaBui
ApoxyH. — JlocTaTouyHo 6bUIO YBHIOETh TeOsi B HauleM obluec-
TBe, ¥ B JInHapK ObL10 nocnaHo coobuieHne. [la, 370 BO3MOXHO,
o4YeHb BO3MOXHO!

PaMcelo He MOHpPaBWIOCH BbIPRXXEHHE HX OCYHYBILMXCS JIMLL.
OHH MLIYT KO3/1a OTITYLLEHUS, YTOObl BOJIOXHUTb HA HETO BUHY
3a nopaXeHHe, H3JINTh APOCThb, KOTOpasi MX OXBAaThIBaeT, KOraa
OHM BCNMIOMHHAIOT O GoifHe cpeaM CKal U O TeX, KTO OCTaicA
TaM. OH UX NOHMMaJl, HO He COOHMpaJICsi CTAHOBUTBCHA TaKOI
XEepTBOM.

— Baw xanuTaH, — 3aroBOpPWI OH C HAXHMMOM, — CKa3asl
MHe, 4TO KOra 4esioBeK Ja€T KISTBY OOlLEeCTBY, OH CTAHOBHUTCA
onHuM u3 Bac. A He Kackap, u ecitn MHe npuiwioch 6exars U3
JloMa, MOTOMY YTO Yy MEHS €ro JIMLO, pa3Be s1 B 3TOM BHHOBAT?
[To6eperute cBoii rHeB ANs TeX, KTO 3aXBaTWI Hac TYMaHOM H
orHéM. Cnpocure cebs1, — ero Mo3r oT HEOXHIAHHLIX OOBHHe-
HHH OXOUT M HauyMHaN AcHCTBOBAaTh, — CNpocHuTe cebs, passe
MMeNM paHbllie MUpaThl B CBOEM PAaCMOPSKEHUMM OTHEMETHI H
3TOT NOC/AYLIHbIH TyMaH? Bbl yBepeHbl, YTO 3TO ObUIM UMEHHO
nuMpaTh?
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Cunos murnyn. Paman npo6opmoran:

— Pa3ssenumk... OH ckazaj — NMHMpaThlL.

— Hnu moau, onmerblie mMpaTaMH, — ObICTPO MoACKAa3al
Pamceii. — S capnuan pacckasnl 0 60sx ¢ muparaMu JIMHapka,
HO B HUX HMKOTIa He YMIOMMHAIUCh OTHEMETHI U TYMaH...

CHIoOB KMBHYII.

— 310 nparaa. Ecym Tonbko MX npenBoaUTeNH He 3aKITI0YH-
JIH HOBBIH NOTOBOP C TOProBUAMM ceBepa, Y HUX HET TaKoro
opyxus. Hukorna He cmpnuan o TakoM paHbiue. Tak yro... —
CHOBAa OH CYXCHHBIMHM IMlazaMH nocMotpen Ha Pamces. — Ho
€c/iM OHM He NHpaThl, TO K10?

— He 3Haw. Ho noaymaiire: s BcTpeTWICA ¢ BallMM KaITH-
TaHOM MNepell caMbIM OTIVIbITHEM. Moo M coobuieHne 060
MHe 33 KOPOTKOE BpeMs Halllero NyTH NPUBECTH Bpara B 3acany,
K TOMY Xe HaCTOJIBKO XOpoullo BoopyxéHHoro? M orTkyna
B3sU1ach ToyHass MHdbopMauus, rae UMEHHO Mbl Bbicarumcs?

PaMmceil pHcKoBal: OH He 3Hall, Kakue cnocobwl GLICTpoi
CBSI3M MOTYT CYLLUECTBOBATh B 3TOM MHpe. CHUIoB nolleBemuIcs,
HEJOBONIbHOE BbIpaXXeHHE HHMKAK He XeJiaJlo Mpomnaaarh C €ro
JiMua, CIOBHO eMy He XOTeNoch NMpHU3HaBaThb (paKThl.

— Takoe opyxue TOMbKO B OoNbloi TaiiHe MOINIO ObITH
MPUBE3CHO C ceBepa, — MeVIEHHO OTBeTWI OH. — Ecyin 651 ero
MCIOJIb30BA/IM paHblile, HOBOCT Aouwia 661 Ao CoBera Ynana.
3T0, AODKHO ObITh, 3anpellEHHOe OpyXHe, TOJIbKO pa3toiiHH-
KM PHCKHYT €r0 NpHUMEHSTDb. A MepenpaBUTh €ro B TaifHe... —
OH noxayan royiosil. — Teneps, o6aymMaB 310 nmeno, He Mory
CKa3aTbh, Ap/yT, YTO OHM OOpaTWJIMCh NPOTHUB HAac M3-3a Tebd.

Pamceii 3aMeTi1, YyTO GOJblLIE OH HE «He3HakoMel», CuaoB
MCNONL30Bal €10 MMsl, MO/ KOTOPLIM OH UM H3BECTEH. 31O war
K NPUMHUDPECHHIO.

— Ho xoMy 3axorenoch ynepxarb Bac OT oObeAMHEHHs C
TaHTaHTOM? — CNIPOCHI OH.

— Xopoumii Bompoc, — PamMaH noueBeMn IUIEYaMH,
KOTOPBIMM OIUPAJICA O KAMEHb, CJIOBHO YCTpaHBas noynobHee
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GompHble pyku. — Haun norosop ¢ TaHTaHTOM OYeHb IPOCTOM.
M1 Bce nporonocosany 3a Hero nepei NoamMcaHueM. Mbi
JOJDKHBI ObLUTH YKPENUTDh OeperoByio oXpaHy NpOTUB IHUPATOB.
OO6bryHbIH K0roBop. TaHTaHTY HYXXHbI OTBITHBIE JIIOAM B MaTpy-
JISIX; ero coOCTBEHHBIE COJIAThI IUIOXO OOydyeHbl. OHH He
npogecCHOHaNbl, X MPHU3bIBAIOT Ha LIeCTb MECALEB, a TIOTOM
OHH BO3BpALIAIOTCS Ha CBOM M0J1s1 M Ha pabory. ToyHO Tak Xe
U Bo BcéM OnupoyHe. EXMHCTBEHHBIN HACTOALLMI Bpar, KOTO-
pblii MM MpPOTMBOCTOSUL, 3TO nupaTel. Ho oHM B nocneaHee
BpeMsi CTAHOBSITCS BCE Hariel U cwibHeii. BMecTo onHOro-aByx
Kopabieit, KoTopble crocOOHbl HAHECTH BHE3aIHbIA ynap, 3a-
XBaTHUTb A0ObIMY M GeXaTb, NOSBHIKCH Gonbline GIOTWIHH...

— TouyHo, — nipepBan ero CugoB. — M 310 coBceM He
noxoxe Ha JIuHapk. IIuMparckue KanmMTaHbl He OEeHCTBYIOT
BMECTEC, OHM CNOCOOHBI TOJMLKO Ha KOPOTKMiIi HENpPOYHBIA
coi03. OHM CIMLIKOM He3aBHCHMbBI, YTOOBbl IepenaTh BIacTh
onHoMy 4enoBekKy. MHTepecHo...

— Yto MHTepecHO? — moropormn Pamcei, xorna Cunos
CMOJIK.

— HHrepecHo, He Oyann au MewaeT TYT BapeBo? BceM
M3BECTHO, YTO OH 3apHTcs Ha wwaxTbl OJIMpOyHa, YTOObl MEHSTD
pYIy Ha HyXXHble eMy ToBaphl ceBepa. [la, Bpoae Obl HameyaeTcs
6pak repuoruHu ¢ HacneaHukoM. Ho Owyann npeanoyén 6wl
uMeTb ONMPOYH B cBOeli NMOJMHOM BJIACTH, a He Yepe3 nocpea-
CTBO XEHIUMHbI, OCOGEHHO TaKOH, KOTOPOH OH He OOBepseT.
JormycTiM, OH Hayasl BoopyXaTb JIMHapK M nocbUiaTh MHPaTOB
B TaKMe peiiabl. 3TH XHUIHHKH, XOPOLIO BOOPYXEHHBIE, COrNa-
CATCA C TOTOBHOCTBIO M TeM OyayT McToLuaTh ciwibl OnupoyHa.
U Torna eMy He npua€rcs onacaThcsl CONFOTHRICHHA, €CIH OH
PELUUT 3aXBaTHTb 3Ty 3eMIIO...

MenBac KOpPOTKO paccMesiicsl.

— Xopolllee paccyxiaeHue, Apyr. OTO BNOJHE AOCTaTOYHasA
NpHYMHa, YToObl MOMeELIaTh MOAKPEIVIEHHAM AobpaTbcsi OO
TaHTaHTa, — OH HeoXHaaHHO BcTan. — Ho Mb1 3a0bL1H, YTO

136



Te, KOMY Mbl IJIH CJIOBO-00513aTeJILCTBO, MOTYT NIPUHTH B OTBET
Ha Hallie NOC/IaHHEe M TOXeE TNOJIATYT NoA 3THM aICKHM OTHEM!

— Tak 4yTOo THI Mpeanaraciib Aenath? — MPa4yHO CIPOCHI
CunoB. — MBI HHYETO He 3HAEM O 3IEIIHMX MECTAX, Y Hac HeT
ZApYTOii NMOCBUIbHOM ITHLIBI. A HOYb NIPHOIIDKaeTcH...

MenBac noJjIoXw eMy pyKy Ha IUIe4o, CXall.

— Momuuub octpoB Kepr? Uro Mbl Tam caenamm?

PamaH ToXe npHBCTaN, MEAIEHHO NOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY, OCMaT-
pHUBad Ipsifly, C KOTOpOH OHU HENABHO CITYCTWIHCD.

— Ecnu 61l 3nech Hecau ciayx0y HacToslMe BOUHLI, MOIJIO
6b1 monyuntbesi. Ho HeobGyucHHble comuathl ONMpOyHa, 4YTO
OHM 3HaT O TakuX aejax? OHM YBUAST OTOHb, TOJBKO H
BCEIO...

— Tbl 306bIBac1Ib: OHM YXe NpeaynpeXxacHbl O HaNnaaeHUM,
— Hacrausan Mensac. — U s roBopio He npocto 06 orte. S Obl
BbUIONOWT ero 3HakoM Cynbobl.

— 3HakoM Cynn6sl, — nosropun Paman. — Jla, 3to
cepbE3HOE NpERyTNpeXaeHHe. A Thl CUMTaellb, YTO Te, YTO YyTh
HE YHMYTOXJUTH Hac, He OXWIAIOT TAKOro xoa? — OH NnoKaya
TOJIOBOH.

— KoneyHo, — rmasa Mensaca ceepkain. — He 3a6ynb: Mb1
C NPOTHBOIMNOJIOXHOW CTOPOHBI NpHOpEeXHbIX yTécoB. Ecamn
HaHaEM MecTo, C KOTOpPOIO CBET BHMACH TOJNLKO B OXHOM
HanpaB/eHHH... TOTAA AEJIO0 MOXeT M BuiropeTb. U ewé ects
KOE-KaKHC XHTPOCTH... OTOPBHTE, YTO MOXKCTE, OT OdEXAbI, U 5
BaM TOKaXy.

C noMoLIbl0 Meyeil Bce NMPHHATHUChL pa3pe3aTh TPOYHYIO
TKaHb, BbIpe3aTh MoOJIOCkl, Menmac cBA3bIBAT MX, NMOKa He
nosyyunach rpy6as Bepéska. [Ipu cBeTc 3axoafluero cojHua
OH noOpoaua NoA AepeBbsAMH, NOKa He HalUE/ 3apoc/iu Tpoc-
THUKA C TOJICTBIMH CTEOIAMHY, KODHYHEBbLIMU U rieCTALUMMH, H
peakuMu aucTbiMH. HapyGuB MeuoM uesylo oxanky, OH pa3pe-
3aJ1 NJIKK Ha KYCKM IUTMHOI C pyKYy.

Korna oH BepHyncs ¢ Ipy30M TPOCTHHMKOBBIX ApoB, CHaoB
YOHRIEHHO MOCMOTpEN Ha Hero.
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— ToBopsinee ruiams. A coBceM o HEM 3a6bu1!

Meneac paccMmesuics.

— o Takoe Bugen paHbie. [la, Temepb y Hac ecTh BCE
HeobXo@MMoe, — OH CeJl Ha 3eMJTI0, CKpeCTHB HOTIM, M Hayal
CBA3bIBATb KYCKHM, [eNast rpydylo pell€TKy.

TeMm BpeMeHeM Bce HEMHOIO TOE/IM M3 3aMacoB, XpaHUB-
IUMXCSA Yy KaXOOro B MOSICHBIX cyMKax. JleiaH mo-npexHeMy
cnasl TpeBoXHbIM cHoM. Ho no kpaiiHeit Mepe He cTOHan npu
KaxaoM Bifioxe. PaMceil BADYT NOHsUI, YTO €ro cOOCTBEHHbIE
oxory Gonblile He HanoMHHalT o cebe. JlekapctBo MenBaca
0OKa3ajio Bomue6Hoe OeiCTBHE, OHO COBEPLIEHHO CHSUIO 6OJb.

MenBac TeM BpeMeHeM M3rOTOBWI NPOYHYIO pelléTKy. Ilo-
TOM Hayan BIUICTaTb B He€ MOJIOCKM TKaHH, HO He MpOCTo
3aMNOJHSUT MYCTOTH B peliéTKe, a o0pa3oBasl Kpyr, KOTOPLIH
NMOTOM MepedyepKHyN AByMS MPAMBIMH JIMHHUAMMH, TaK YTO KpYT
oOKasajcs nofeEHHBIM Ha YeTBepTH. OKOHYMB, OH MoJ Bceob-
1iee oqobpeHne OCMOTpesl CBOK paboTy.

ConHue 3auuio, Bouapwinck cymepk. Ho MenBac He Topo-
mwica. OH OTKpPbUT MAIEHBKYIO GyTbUIOYKY, KOTOPYIO AOCTAN M3
BHYTPEHHENO KapMaHa cBOel YKOpPOYeHHOM KypTKHM. OuyeHb
OCTOPOXHO KAITHYJ1 TEMHOMH XHMAKOCTBIO, PaIHJI 3Ty XHIKOCTb
paBHOMepHO Mo Bceit TkaHU. Korna ynana nocnenHsis Karui,
OH MOTEP JIMHMH NAbLUAMH, YTOOb!I XKHMIKOCTb TOJTYYLUC BIMUTa-
Jlach.

— A roToB cornacHTbes, APYT, — 3aTOBOPWI APIXYH, — YTO
Thl C HEMaJIbIM BKYCOM noadupaelib npunpasbi. He ayman, yro
IOXMBY 0 IHS — WIM Beyepa — KOIIa CKaxy Takoe. S Beab
rogaMM TepIiell, KOIra Tbl NOJIMBAJ CBOIO €y BCAKOW APSHBIO.

Ot pabotpl Menpaca nogHMManach TOLIHOTBOPHas pblObA
BoHb. ToT paccMesuics.

— Jpyr, a xe u3 [Iupanpana. TaM 10aM XMBYT Ha MOPCKOI
nuuie. AKyJibe Macjlio — Inpunpasa 60iLOB, s1 Tebe 06 3TOM
4YacTo T'OBOPMIL.

— A Tenepb... — OH BCTaJ, JepXa paMy C IpoMacJieHHOi
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TKaHbIO nojanblle oT cebsa. — Y Hac ecTh 3HaK Cyanbbl, u
HYXXHO YCTQHOBHTBb €ro, Nnoka OKOHYaTe/JbHO He HaCTynWia
HOYb.

Pamceii cHsu1 canory, Kak Toraa, Koraa roToBWICS K Hana-
IeHH’Io Ha yacoporo. M Bcras, npucoeaunssch Kk Mensacy.

— I'ne MBI 310 ycTaHOBUM? — CNPOCHJ OH.

MeHblIc Bcero eMy XOTeJIoCh CHOBa KapabKaTeCs MO KaM-
HSIM, C KOTOPLIX OHH C TAaKMM TPYOOM CnycTWIHCh. Bcé Teno y
HEro 3aTeKio, Bce YUIMObI OXGUIM M OaBaId O cebe 3HaTh.
OnHako I0HOLIA 3HaJl, YTO OH B JIydllei ¢opMe, YeM TOBapH-
LM, MOXeT ObITh, 32 HCKMIOYeHHeM Mengaca.

BHayane Ka3asock, 4yTo Measac u CHIOB OTKAXYTCS OT ero
MOMOLIY, HO NOTOM MNOCJEAHMI CKa3al:

— Tol mokasan, yro yMeellb XOAMTh MO cKajiaM, ApIyT,
KOrla pacyMcTW1 HaM Jopory ciona. Ho ecim BricTynars, TO
HEMEUIEHHO, NI0KA COBCEM HE CTEMHEJIO.

OHM NpouuTH Ha3all, HO He MO CKIOHY, N0 KOTOpOMY
CNYCTWIKCD, 2 BAOJIb Kpasi CKaIbHOM CTeHbl, KOTOpasi OKpyXaJa
JOJIMHY, TIOKA He AOLWIM X0 caMmoro Kpad. Janniue HaTH ObUIO
HeJb3sl. YTEC 3lleCh CTOSUT CTEHOI.

K cyacThio, emlé He COBCEM CTEMHENIO, H B CTEHE MOXHO
6bL10 pasraneTb YIyoaeHHs 11 pyK U Hor. Messac noasecun
PELIETKY Ha CIMHY; rpoMo30Kasi, HO JIErkasi, OHa HE O4YeHb
OTAIOLIAIA €ro NpPH NMOoTbEME.

Tak oHn nobpanuch A0 Bepxa CTEHbl W MOLWIM Jasiblie K
ceBepy, NoToMy 4To MesnBac 6bU1 yBepeH, YTo mobas Jopora K
MOrpaHUYHOI KPEMOCTH NMPOXOIUT B TOM HanpamieHHH. Haxo-
Hell CTEMHEJNo TaK, YTO MATH CpeAM HarpoMOXIECHHMH KaMHel
CTQI0 OMAacHO, U TYT HaEMHMK BbIOpan MecTo s YCTAHOBKH
PEeLIETKU THLUOM K OnupoyHy.

Mengac u Pamceit, pasrpe6asi KAMHH, N03a00TWIMCh, YTOOBI
PelIETKa He ONpPOKHMHYAAch OT BeTpa. Booblue yréc obpasosan
3nech YoeXulle, AaXe NMPHKPBITOE CBEPXY, HO HE 3aKphIBalolliee
BHJ CO CTOPOHbI MaTepHKa.
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- IoiMyr 1 oHH? — cnpocun Pamceit. OH He ynoMHHan
€aMoro TJIaBHOTO: GyldeT M KOMY CMOTPETh.

— 3ot cuMmBon? Hukro He Moxer oWMOUTLECS: 3TO Mpen-
ynpexnenne. KoHCYHO, OHHM MOTYT NOJYMATD, YTO €10 YCTAHOBHI
Bpar. Ho Bcé paBHO BbIUTIOT Brepél pa3sBeqYMKOB M NMPUMYT
BCE Mepbl TNpPelOCTOPOXHOCTH, — Mensac paboran cBoeit
3aXHTATKOIt ¢ Kon€cukoM. OH 3HEeprHyHO Bpallal KOJECHKO,
MOKa MCKpa He ynana Ha NpOMacJIeHHYIO TKaHb.

OHu ¢ PamceeM ObICTPO OTTIPLITHY/IH, a IU1aMsl Npobexaso
TI0 TKAaHH, TNIOKA He BCIILIXHYN Bech PHCYHOK. PaMceii peum,
YTO TaKOe JOJDKHO OBbITh EMIHO C GONBLIOTO pacCTOSTHMA.

— IMouwn, — népHya ero 3a pykas Mensac. — Ecmm kro-
TO M3 MOPCKMX IBbSIBOJIOB €r0 YBHAMT, OHM OTNpaBATCS Ha
OXOTY. A TYT TPYAHO MATH B TEMHOTe OLICTpO.

Kax oHH Bckope oGHapyXWTH, Ternepb NepeiBUraThCsl NpU-
XOOWIOCH TIOYTH Ha owymnb. Ilo3anu M Bbiie ropen Kpyr us
Tpsanok. HasepHoe, Macno, Koropoe Hcnonb3oBal Mensac,
TOPHT He GBLICTPO, OHO CKOpee COXpaHseT TKAaHb OT CrOpaHusl.
Ho Pamceit noHuMan, 4yro npenymnpexneHue Menpaca crnpa-
BeauBo. MM syyule noganvlue yopatbes oTciona.

Korna oHH HakoHell CIYCTWIMCH B TEMHOTY, MX HETPOMKO
OKIIMKHYTIH.

— HWnémre... BhICTynaeM Ha 3anaf...

— KanuraH... — PamMceii 6b1 yBepeH, yto [enaH He Mor
HACTOJILKO ONpPaBHTLCS, YTOObl MATH CaMOCTOSTE/NBHO, KaKoe
6Bl YynO HU COBEepLUIWIM TpaBbl MesBaca.

— Mmw €ro noHecéM, — mnpowentan Paman. — Ilocne
BallIETo yXoaa Mbl CAeNaIM HOCWIKHM M NPUBs3aiu ero. Toabko
TaK ero MoXHoO cedyac InepeiBUrarh...

Ha npyroM KOHLE HOOJMHbLI, IOe pydei, BbITEKAIOWMMH M3
Mpyna, YXOmW1 Nnoa 3eMJII0, Yllelhe NMoBopaynsano Haneso. K
CYyacThiO, BMEpedH HE OKa3alochb HUKAaKOH ApYTOH CTEHBI,
NPOCTO XOJIMHCTasi MECTHOCTB, NTOpOCLIast KYCTApHHKOM, KOTO-
PbIi LIETUISUICS 32 HOTH M pBajl OAEXIY H KOXY DYK.
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OHH He MOITIM nepeABHraThcsl 6e33ByyHo, H Pamceii oma-
caJicsl, YTO OHY cMLIKOM WyMAT. Ho HyXHo 6bU10 NpoaomKaTh
HaATH. Y1 BOT Koraa oH B o4epeaHoi pa3 CIIOTKHYIICH O KOPeHb
M TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO He MOXET BCTATb, @ OCTAHETCS JIeXaTh,
Kakasi 6b1 cyap6a ero HM Xzaaina, BriepeAy OTKpbUIAaCch LHIMPOKas
PaBHHHa.

3nech pocsia OaHA JIKIIb MATKAsl TpaBa, YyTh BbILIE JIOABDK-
KH; OHH C THXHM LLEJIeCTOM Nouwiu no Hel. Tyr ux nerko 6yaer
YBUIETb.

Bapyr Pamceii peako octaHOBWICS, NOOHSUT PYKH K IOJIOBE,
nouwarHyncs. OTKpbU1 poT MUISI KPHMKA, CHOBA MOJTYa 3aKpbUI.

IOHoWY npoH3wno ounylieHHe, Bpoae Obl He moxoxee Ha
TO, YTO OXBaThIBAIO €ro BO CHaX, NoclaHHbIX OcHTecoM, HO
MHCTUHKT NOACKA3BIBAJI €MY, YTO YTO-TO B HHX ObUIO oOliee.
PaMceli NoYyBCTBOBAN, YTO €10 — «IIPU3BIBAIOT» — €AMHCTBEH-
HOe CJIOBO, NpHliie/illice eMy B roJIOBY, KOTOpOe MOIJIO OITHCAaTh
MCNbITHIBAEMOE YYBCTBO. Y1 OH He MOT CONPOTHRIATLCS 3TOMY
MPHU3bIBY. ‘

W He oH oauH ouryTmn ero. Bechb oTpsn, cROTBHIKAsCH,
MOBEPHYJ1 HAaNpaBo M TMOCHYLIHO NMOOPEN, CIOBHO NOBHHYSCH
PLIBKY NOBOAKA B YyXIOH W HeoObIMHOI pyke. Bce Momyanu,
KanutaHa Hecad CuuoB M ApoXyH, 3a HUMHM uumM PaMaH u
Mensac, U nocnenium — Pamceit. Llectepo yueneBmmx, Ho
Tenepb, BO3MOXHO, NONABLIMX B HOBYIO 3aMaHIoO.

Pamceii HUKoroa paHblle He WUCMbITHIBAJ HHYCIO MOXOXEro
Ha 3TO NIpHHyXIcHHe. [laxe ero Howouice Telno Kak 6yaro
Tenepb NpHHaLIeXano KoMy-To apyromy. Heobxomumo Obuto
TOJILKO TIOBHHOBATbhCs, HOCTHYDb Lenu. Ho kakoit uenu?..

Pamceit, nornowéHHelii OOpbOOM MCXIY CBOE CYThIO H
3THUM NpPHHYXIEHHEM, CMYTHO yBUIeNn Bnepeau ceer. Ux cur-
Han Ha yrécax? Ho oHM nommxHbl OBITH CIHHOI K HeMy.
Kaxkoe-To xaumuie Ha 31oit amkoi Teppuropun? Koctép Bpa-
xeckoro nareps? Bpar okasasics XUTEP U NPOABMHYJICS Briepén,
B DIyOMHY MECTHOCTH, YTOObI OTpe3aThb BbDKMBLIMX B GoliHe?

Ho cBeT 6bU1 CIMLUKOM YCTOIYMB, YTOObLI MCXOOMTH OT
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KOCTpa, CMyTHO MoayMmain loHola. Bonbllie moxox Ha Mask,
KaKHe CyLUEeCTBYIOT B ero Mupe. K Hemy 11a Bca rpymnna, luia
LIEJIEYCTPEMJIEHHO, CJIOBHO IO TIpedHAYepTaHHOMY MaplupyTy.
BoT Bce el€ pa3 MOBEpPHYJIM HalpaBo M BBLIUUIM Ha YTO-TO
Bpoze popord. He Molu€HoOM, HO HOCTaTOYHO POBHOM, YTOOBI
npeanoniaraTb Gonbllioe ABMXKEHHE. BeposiTHO, OHM HauuH
[OpOry K NOTpaHMYHOM KpenocTH... HO MNoYeMy Toraa... HX
TsiHeT?

Ilo Mepe nponByDKeHUs1 CBET He CTAHOBWICS CWIbHee, OcTa-
Basics nipexxHuM. Ho PaMceii 611 yBepeH, YTO ero HCTOYHMK He
yaaseTcs ¢ TOi Xe CKOPOCTbIO, C KAKOit OHM uuiH. Masik 6b11
3aKpeIUIEH, M KTO-TO MNOATSAIMBA MX, CJIOBHO OHM pbiba Ha
JiecKe, CJIMLIKOM IPOYHOM, YTOGbI cOpBaThCA.

Tenepb cBeT KOCHYNCA KAMHEH, MpPSAMbIX, CTPOiHBIX... B
namsaTH PaMces weBenbHysoch BocioMHHaHMe. Jla, KpacHbIN
KaMeHHbI cTonb, KoTOopblii OH BHAeNA BOIH3H OXOTHHYBLEIO
AoMa, TOT caMblif, KoTopblii I'puiuwibaa ommcana Kak 4acTb
JIPEBHUX [ ydH, KOTOPBIX BCE CTOPOHSTCS. MOXeET, OHH B CaMOM
ZeJie NprIJnNXKaKTces K OXOTHHubeMy maoMy? Ho B TeMHoTe
COBceM He ObL1 BHIEH Jiec, KOTOPBIA Tenepb JODKEH ObL1 Obl
3aKpbIBaTb BECb FOPU30OHT.

K ToMy Xe 3nech cTOsUT He OMH TaKoii cTonG, a uecTb, OHH
CO BCEX >TOPOH OKPYX&IM HCTOYHMK cBeta. Temepb rpymmy
YBOAWIO ¢ JOPOrH, KOTOpasi CHOBa pe3KO CBOpayMBaa, KaK Obl
cTpeMsiCo He NpuOMIDKaTbest K APeBHUM MoHoauTtaM. Pamceit
yBUAeN GUTypy, MELIEHHO ABUraBUIYIOCS B MX HanpaBleHHHU B
JIy4de cBeTa; ¢urypa otOpachiBajia JJIMHHYIO TEHb, NIOXOXYIO Ha
TPO3SILIMH nasiell.

Tenepb cTan BHAEH U caM JIy4, TOHKMIA, Takoil, yto Pamceii
Mor GBI OXBaTHTh €ro pykamu. Mx xaan ycnosek B 4EpHO-6enoit
onexne. Ocurec? Ho siMuo yenoBeka HHYEM He MOXOAWIO Ha
BHEWIHOCTb 1laMaHa, COBETHUKA CTapoH MMIepaTpHubl. DTOT
OLLT MOJIOXE, XOT U CTOSJ1 C TEM XE CaMbIM OTYYXIAEHHBIM
BuaoM. Ha ceety noxaszanacsk ew€ ogHa ¢purypa. HecMotps Ha
OIMHAKOBYIO YEPHO-6cny10 onexay, cpa3y CTalo NOHATHO, YTO
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3TO XCHLIMHA, CTPOiHasl, ¢ TOHKMMH 4epTaMH Jmua. JIBoe
MOJT4a XIQIH, NOKA LIecTepo OerelloB NMOAOHAYT K HHUM.

MyxunHa BbllleNn Briepén, Ha cBeT. PaMceit mo4yyscTBOBan
noxanbipaHie B Tene. Hozapu ero pasaynuch, BObIXast cnadblii
Heonpeaen€HHbIH 3anax. CHI0B U ApIXXYH NMOJIOXIIH HOCWI-
KM C KalTMTAHOM Y HOT oxuuaiowmx. U, Tsokeno abiuwia, caMu
TOXe OMYyCTWIHCh Ha 3eMno. PaMcell 4yBCTBOBaI, 4TO M cIoO
nokugawr cunsl. OH yMyapwicsi caenatb €lu€ OOMH 1Lar,
BTOPOil M cAaJicsi, OMYCTWICS, YMHPAsCh PYKaMH O 3eMJIO,
MbITAas’Cb COXPAHUTh CO3HAHHE U HEMHOTHE OCTaBLUMECS CHIBL.

XeHumHa ckioHuach K JleaHy, KOTOpLIii JieXan JHLOM
BHM3, CIMHA €ro ObUla NOKpLITAa KOPKOIl OT 3arBepacBLUcH
pactuTenbHoli Ma3u. M3 npocTopHOro pykasa noxasajiach pyka,
JIErKO KOCHyJach IEKH Kanurada. ZKeHlMHa YTo-To cKasana
CBOEMY CITyTHHKY, HO 3TOT s3bIK PaMcelo He ObU1 3HaKOM.
IToToM OHa MoBepHyJNach JMLIOM K OCTaibHbLIM. IlepeBoanna
B3I OT OLHOIO K APYIOMy, 3alepXMBasiChb HCHaloJIro Ha
KaXIOM.

3aroBopui e€ TOBapHill, Ha 3TOT pa3 Ha NOHSTHOM Pamcelo
sI3bIKE.

— KoMy Bbl noguMHseTech, nodureie aoan?

PaMcelii yBUaen, Kak Hanpsrauch ero CIyTHHKM, OH M caM
MCITLITA1 TIPUCTYN THEBa TMpPH 3TOM, KaK €My IIOKa3aloch,
Mpe3pHUTENILHOM BOTIpOCE.

OrBerin CHaoB.

— Mpu! u3 obuwecta [lenana. OH Hall KanMTaH M JICKUT
nepen To6oM, [MpocBeEHHBII.

— HaémHuxn, — npobypyan yenoBeK.

BricTpo M ropsyo orBetmn Pamceii:

— Jlionu, KOTOpLIe OTAAIOT XN3Hb, YTOOLI CAEPXATb KIATBY.
Ha 370T pa3 Hac npenaii, — OH He 3HaJ 3TOro TOYHO, HO 6e3
BCSIKMX COMHEHMit OpOCHN CBOE IONO3peHHEe B CIOKOIHOE
GeccTpacTHoe HLo. — JIIoAH, KOTOphie NPHLUIH CIYXHUTD 3TOi
sewie. Ho ¢ HUMM NOKOHYWIH, Npexae YeM OHH CMONIH M
najblieM LIEBEIBHYTh B CBOIO 3aLLMTY.
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— Ara, — IIpocBell€HHLIA CMOTpes MpSMO Ha HEro M
TOJLKO ‘Ha Hero. — Mbel nomywwin usBectie o 1ebe... Tol
PbILIapb CHOB...

— Y10? — yauBnEHHO cnipocun Pamceii.

— PbiLapp CHOB, KOTOPbIil M3MEHSsIET npenckasanus. Uame-
HSIOUIMIAC M U3MEHSIOWNH ¢aKTop, KOTOPLIH HEBO3MOXHO
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh H 4bEé MNMOSBICHUC MeHseT BcE. Y TcOs ObL1o
yXe OBa MMCHH, Tenephb Thi NMOJTyyaelilh HOBOE, CaMO¢ NpPaBib-
Hoe. To, YTO Thbl ¥ TBOM CITyTHNKH BbDKWIH, O3HAYaCET, YTO TBOSI
POJb ellé He 3aKOoH4YeHa. OcTa€rcs MOHATh, KAKOBA OHA...

— Mbn — MmyxumHbl! — PaMceit Goposics ¢ KoBapHOM
Jneraprueii, yrpoxasiueii emy. OH MyX4YHHa, OH Y€lOBeK, OH
Pamceii. — Hac Henb3s Mcnonb3oBaTh, Mbl AECTByeM CBOGOI-
HO...

— Hu onuH YenoBek He JAeifcTBYeT CBOGOIHO, €10 BEAYT M
NOATAIKMBAIOT COOLITUS MPOLLUIOro, NoTpedbHOCTH Oynyllero, a
MOXET, ¥ BOJA GoJiee CWIbHBIX MYXXUMHBI WIH XXeHLIUHbl. Hu
OIMH He CBOOOJEH OT C/y4yailHOCTCH, KOTOphIe XXM3Hb Hallaracr
Ha Hero c¢ poxaeHuss. Ho ceifyac He BpeMsaA IOBOpPHTb O
cBobofe, o BbiGope, 0 Bepe ¥ HeBepUH. OYeBHAHO, MIpa €llE He
3aKOHYeHa, MHaye Obl Bbl He monam cwooaa. [lostomy Mel
COIVIACHBI, YTO BEI JOJDKHBI HAXOAHWTHCA nof 3auiuroi Poum,
TIOKA MBI He Y3HacM, KaKOBO Balllc 3Ha4YeHMe.

HlaMaH NMOOHSUT PyKH, PC3KHM [ABIDKEHHUEM 3arusiCTHHi OT-
6pocuB Ha3zan pykasa. Kasanock, pyKu ero 3acHsuii COOCTBCHHBIM
cBetoM. [logHATENA yKasaTelbHbIN Nanel Haueawicsl B roJioBy
Pamces.

Pamceii noyyscTBOBan, yro nagaeT. Heckonbko MOMEHTOB
TIaHWKH M CTpaxa, a NOTOM Msirkasi IpMBETIMBAs ThMa.

I'naea 12

Cnur 1 oH U BUaMT coH? MK npocTo KaKMM-TO HETNOHST-
HbIM CIIOCOOOM OKa3zaics B 3TOM MeECTe UM TONMbKO ceifyac

144



HayuHaeT BHAETb, CNbIIATh, MOHMMaTL? CTOMLKO NPOH3OLLIO
t PamcecM 3a KOpOTKOC BpeMsi, YTO OH MHOIAAa Ha4yMHan
COMHECBaThCSl B CBUAETC/ILCTBAX COOCTBEHHBIX YYBCTB. OH 3HAN
TOJIbKO, YTO CHOMT 32 CTOJIOM B TYCKJIOM CBETE, H CTOJI — 3TO
He CTOJI, @ CKopee IUIMTA C JIaMIIoi Ha HeM.

Ceer He pacnpocrpaHsuicsi naneko. PamMceit Buaen Tonbko
TO, YTO JIEXHT Ha IUTHTE, H IBC PYKH, OBIXKYLUHMECS Hal 3THM.
Pyxit o4yeHb TOHKHMe, C MacCCHBHbIMM KOJIbLIAMH, KOTOpbIE
0OBbIMHLI Y Jmofeii 3Toro Mupa. I'palmsa ABYDKEHMI 3acTaBisuia
PaMces mymars, 4TO pyKM TipHHamiexaT XeHlugHe. Ho xorna
OH IIBITAJICS YTO-TO PasIIsANETh, YBUIETh JaXE CMyTHLIE OYep-
TaHUs1 XEHIUMHBI, CUASILICH HaNPOTMB HETo, OH BUIEN TOJIBKO
CTEHY TEMHOTBI.

M BOT, HEMOABIDKHLIH BONPEKH CBOEH BOJie, OH CMOTpeJ Ha
paboty 3THX pyK. Bonpeku Bojie, MOTOMY YTO B IJIyOHHE OYLIH
NpOCHYJicA ApeBHHI cTpax. YyBcTBa €ro ObLIM NOJYMHEHBI,
nopabollieHbl TAaKMM CIOCOOOM, KOTOpBbIf OH He CYHTal BO3-
MOXHbIM. PaMceit ObU1 yBepeH, YTO JaXXe €CJIH HampsDKET BCe
CBOM CWIbl Y MOIBITAETCSA BCTaTh, OTOMTH OT CTOJA, NIEpecTaTh
CMOTpPETb Ha 3THU OBICTPO M JIErKO ABMXKYLUMECA PYKH, TO He
cMoXeT. X04YeT OH WIH HET, IPUXOAWIOCh CHAETb U CMOTPETS.

CobcTBeHHBIE €10 PyKH OeCCIIBHO JieXaM Ha KojleHsax. OH
He MOT Jaxe NarblieM nolueBeauTb. [lepBoii peakimeii Ha 3Ty
6eCnoMOLIHOCTD CTal CTpaxX. 3a HUM NOCJIEeNOBaJl THEB, U TYT
BOJIS1 CIO YCWIWIACh, OTBEpAENa, KAK METL1, 06pabaTbiBaeMblii
MCKYCHBIM Ky3HElIOM.

M Bcé Xe, HecMOTpSl Ha THEB, KOTOpBI BOOPYXWI €ro,
Pamceli oOHapyXww1, YTO AODKEH NO-NPEXHEMY CJIEAWTbL 3a
PYKaMH.

[lanblpl JIOBKO MepeOHpad MNOJOCKH JETKOIO MeTalia,
KIIAJIH KaXAYyI0 NMOJIOCKY B HYXHOE MECTO, NPOU3BOAs NP 3TOM
HerpoMKMii 3B0H. Ml Ha mosiocKax BCNBIXMBAIHM, KaK pe3ysibTar
COTNPMKOCHOBEHHS CO CTOJIOM, KAKHE-TO CUMBOJIBIL.

Cnoxwuble cuMBonel... [Iponomkas Habnonats, PaMceii 06-
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HapyXWw, ITO eMy TIOHSITEH CMBIC/I HEKOTOPhIX cuMBOsioB. Ho
OTKyZa OH 3HaeT, YTO 3TH MU3BUHBAIOLIMECS UIYyTIATbLA, TIOXOXHE
Ha of/laKa Ha CTapbIX KHMTalCKMX KAPTHMHAX €10 MHpa, CHMBO-
Jm3upyror CoH? A 310 cepaue, U3 KOTOPOIO pacTET LBETOK €
IITHIO JlenecTKamu, o3HavaeT Hanexay? 3ursaroobpasHas mno-
Jloca MOIIHMHM, NpHoOpeTiuas MNypNypHbIH OTTEHOK IIpH
COTNPHUKOCHOBEHMH C MNOBepxHocThbio, 3T0 Crpax. M camblii
nocyiedHUH cUMBOA — ¢Urypa B KaniouioHe U JJIMHHOI MaH-
THM, YKa3bIBAIOLLAs! PYKO# € JUIMHHBIMHM NaibLiaMH TO HaNpago,
To Haeso, — Cyanba.

OTH PUCYHKM HaxOOWIHCh Ha KOHUax nosoc. Ho Ha kaxnoif
nosioce ObLT €€ M PUCYHOK B LIEHTpE, OYEHb CJIOXHBIA. OH
BCTIBIXHMBA1, KOIAa MOJIOCKY OMyCKAIH, HO TYT XK€ 3aTyXal, Tak
yro PaMceit He Mor pa3o6parb H306paxcHMeE.

Bo BcéM 3TOM CKpbIBaJIach KaKas-ToO LEJb... KAKOH-TO Y30pP...
PYKH HanpOTHB IOHOLLIN HCKAJTH ero, B 3ToM Pamceii Toxe 6bu1
yBepeH. Ho MeTon noucka oH He nmonuMan. Hekotoprle no-
JIOCBI Ha KAaKOC-TO BpeMsi OCTaBAINCh CMOKOITHO jexarts. Ho
MOTOM NaJblihl — B UX PE3KMX ABIDKEHMSIX OLUYLLIATIOCh HETep-
NeHHe, — COGMpaH M MX M CHOBAa HAYMHATH pacKiIaablBaTh.
Hakonen Mexny PaMceeM M HeH3BECTHBIM MIPOKOM — €CJIH
3TO Mrpa, — OCTIOCHh TOJNBLKO NATH NMOJMIOCOK. Briepsrie 3a BcE
BpeMsl MIPOK 3aCThbUl, PYKM €ro 3aMepiiM, KOHIbI NaiblicB
JieXXalM Ha JIMHUHM KapT.

M XoTb JIeXann OHM HENONBIDKHO, OT HUX SIBHO HMCXOAWIO
OlIYLICHUE HeTeprneHHs. Y KaszaTeNbHbli Najell MOCTYKWBAJ N0
KapTe, JieXaBllel nocpeamnHe.

— Paspe He cka3aHO yXe... — TOJIoOC HETPOMKHMH, WIEMNOT,
KOTOpBII YETKO pa3niu4uM B TeMHoTe. — Bcerma pbiuaps...
pbiLapb cHoB! Pbillapb, KOTOPbBIA pa3spylliaeT Bce YCTAHOBJICH-
Hble o6pa3ubl M npeobpasyer Cyanby.. — Tenepb najen
BbIpPAa3UTENIBHO NMOCTYYyas Mo camoil npasoii or Pamces xapre,
rae 6bu1a M3oOpaxeHa 3aKyraHHas ¢urypa, U 3ta ¢urypa
CTAaHOBWIACh BCE OTYET/IMBEH, OHA yrpoxana. Pamceit nocMoT-
pesl Ha KapTy, Ha KOTOPYIO YKa3blBUIM NaJIbLbI.
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— Cynp6a... Ctpax... — naneu ykasbipan cHoBa. Ho teneps,
MMHYS LIEHTP, OH YKa3bIBaJl Ha KPaiHIOIO JIEBYIO KAapTy, KapTy
c Momnueii. — Ho 3areM Koponesa! KoponeBa, xotopas
npasut aoMoM Hanexuawbl. CoH, Cyan6a, Ctpax — M mocne
Crpaxa — Hanexna. Trl, pbinaph, NpHBA3aH K NMYTH, U NYThb
TBOW TEMEH, KaK Yy BHASALLETO COH. Thl BUOEN COH, Thl BUAHLIDb
ero u 6ynews Buaets! Cyan6a u Crpax, coeAMHUBLINCDH, CTAHO-
BATCSi MOTYYMM NMPOTHBHMKOM, BUASWIMHA cHbl. Ho BOT kKakoBa
npaBaa Nnpeacka3aHus: Tbl 00JIbllIe NOJDKEH OMMUPATLCA Ha CBOM
CHBI, YeM Ha CHIY pyK M ObicTpoTy pasymMa. CMOTPH CHBI...
CnpaliMBaii... U BcTaHb niepen JuuoM Crpaxa U Cynnbb! H... —
PyKa 3aBHc/1a Hal TNocJiefHeH KapToil — cepaleM C LIBETKOM —
u PaMceii yBuIen TONLKO pamykKHOe INATHO Ha MECTe pHUCYHKA.
— Her, naxe s He MOTy CKa3aThb, YCM BCE 3TO KOHYMTCS. Jaxke
Powia no/mkHa CKIIOHMTLCA TiepeR BMASIIUMM CHbl. CIIMLIKOM
4acTo €10 CHbl OKA3bIBAIOTCS NMpaBIoOi!

Pyka ruOkuM OBiKeHHeM Mporubuia Hag cronoM. Ceer
mcye3. Ha MrHoseHHe PaMcest oxBaTWIO olylieHHEe OAHHOYeC-
TBa, KaK OyATO ero MOKMHY/IH B aGCOMIOTHO! ThMe.

3aTeM — CHMTCS JIM €My COH NO NMpHKa3y Biaaneanubl pyk?
Hnu 310 ero coGCTBEHHbIN Kanpus?

OH TONBKO 3HaJ, YTO KAaK CHbI, HaBesiHHble OcHTecoM,
KOTOpble JOJDKHBI ObUIM NPUBSA3ATb €10 K 3TOMY MHpY, CTaIH
pealbHOCTDIO, TaK Xe peayibHa Oblna W Ta cLEeHa, Ha KOTOpYylo
OH ceHyac cMoTpeJ.

B clieHe 3TOii NOMHHMpPOBaN OAMH  YesoBeK. JIMIEHHDIH
XOJIOMHOI CTIOKOJHOI RIACTHOCTH LIAMAHAa WIM HaC/eICTBeH-
HOIi NPMBBIYKK K MpaBJIeHHIO cTapoii MMmnepaTpuubl. Her, oH
M3Ty4a rpyoyio, XecToKylo clwiy. PaMceit pewunn, 4To OH YyTh
cTaplie CpeHEero Bo3pacTa, HO rofibl He YMEHbLWWIH Oblubei
CWIbl 3TOro Tena ¢ 0oykooOpa3HOH rIpyablo, He ocaabwin
PELUMMOCTH M CWIBI BOJIM, KOTOpbIE NPOCTYNAIH B YEPTaX JIMLA
C TSDXENBIM NMoAGOPOAKOM, B Ila3ax M rybax.

Yenosek cuaen B Kpecie, B oOLIMX YepTax NOBTOPAIOLIEM
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TpoH ctrapor Mmmeparpvubl. Ho TaM caMa e€ npucyTcTBHE
NpeBpallalo Kpecsio B TPOH, a 3/1ech y3yprnauus BIacTH Ka3a-
Jlach HEECTECTBEHHOH M Hecnia B cebe TeHb yrposbl. JIeBbIM
JIOKTEM YeJIOBEK OTIHPAJICA O PYYKY Kpeciia, KBaapaTHbBIi Moa-
6GopoloK NeXan Ha JIaJOHM TNOOHATON pyKM, U CHIOEBLUHIA
CMOTpeJ1 B HanparlIeHHH PaMcest ¢ Takoii cocpeOTOYEHHOCTBIO,
YTO BMAALLEMY COH Ha MTHOBEHME IIOKA3aJ0Ch, YTO 3TOT
YeJIOBeK CNOocoOEH ero YBHAETD.

Ho Ha wmMpoxoM XMypoM JiMLe He MNOSBHWIOCh HHKaKHX
npu3HakoB yausiacHus. 1 Pamceil moHsn, 4ro 3TOT B3IIsiA
CKpbIBaeT MOTPYXEHHOCTb HE3HaKOMLAa B 3amymMuMBOCTb. Y
MBIC/IH €10 TPEBOXHBbI.

B npaBoit pyke He3HakoMell CXXMMaJl pBaHylO TPSAIIKY, LIBET
KOTOpO# nokxa3ajicsl I0HOlUe 3HAKOMbIM. 3TO ObL1 KaIIOLIOH,
TaKol Xe, Kakoil Hocuwn PaMceii, Koraa urpan pojib KpOBHMKA,
MacKHpOBKa, eiBa He MpHBeAllasi ero K CMEPTH — BTOPHUYHO.

Ovann! Mo3sr noackasan UMs1 HHKOIIA He BUACHHOIO Bpara,
0 KoTopoM PaMceii Tak MHoro cabiwan. Mtak, 3To BepxoBHbIM
COBETHHK, TNMOXeJaBLUKWH NpaBUTh UMNepuei. Oyasu, BO3MOX-
HO, MOTCPsU1 CBOIO IaBHYI0O GMIypy B WUIpe, OQHAKO B 3TOM
MOrPYXEHHOM B 3alyMYMBOCTDb Y€JIOBEKE HUYTO HE CBMIETEb-
CTBOBAIO O TNOpaXeHHMH M OTKase oT Iv1aHoB. Hanporus,
ELIPRKEHHE €ro JIMLA XOpOLIO MOKa3bIBAlO, YTO OH MLIET,
OTLICKHBAET HOBBI MyTb. A TO, KAK SIPOCTHO OH CXXHMAaJl TKAHb
KATIOLOHA, CBUAETENLCTBOBAIO, YTO OH Hayall IOHUMATh CYTb
npo6neMsl.

WMnepaTpyua ¥ wamaH... Pamceii noBepu1 Mx mpemioxe-
HHUIO M €1Ba He MOTepsUl XH3Hb. Teneps, msaas Ha Ovyawna, oH
AyMan, Kakoii npuéM noayumi Obl y COBETHUKA, AJii KOTOPOIo
MOXET TMNOCTY>XHTb HOBbIM M, BO3MOXHO, Oonee HanEXHbIM
Kackapowm.

Yro ropopwiH o6 3TOM 4eJIOBeKE — TOBOPWIM ero Bparu?
Y10 OH MoaYHHMN cebe cnaGoBOILHOIO NMPHHLIA, 3aTUITHOTH3HU-
poBan ero, npeBpaTWl B CBol0 MapHOoHeTKy. Ho Bcé, yro
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cnbnuan Pamceit 06 Oyasuie, HCXOAWIO OT ero 3/eHlIIMX Bparos.
M Beav He Oyayn cea3an ero ¢ KackapoM, youn U Bockpecun
B MHpe, Ie JI0AH, NpeaCTaRIsIoLINe 3aKOH U NOpsAAOK, CHOBA
3aXOTeIM YBHUIETb €10 MEPTBBIM.

Pamceit He Mor cKas3aThb, YTO €ro YTO-TO TIPHBJIEKAET B 3TOM
3agyMaBlleMcs yesoBeke. Oyajun MOXET ObITh CTPALIHbIM NPO-
THBHHMKOM — HO, BO3MOXHO, OTKPBITBIM, B OTJIMYHUC OT TeX, KTO
MHTpHroli 3aBnEk Pamces u3 asopua B JloMe K nomxuaalouieMy
youiiue. 1 BoT B co3Hanuu PaMcess Hayan BOZHHKATh IUIaH,
€llle HEACHBI Y TyMaHHbIN, KAaK PUCYHKH Ha KapTaxX M3 CHa.

Bapyr Ouann ucyes, kak OyaTo IUIOTHO 3aKpbUIM OKHO
Mexay HMMM. M TouHO Tak Xe, KaK Ioc/ie CHOB B CBOEM
cobcTBeHHOM Mupe, PaMceit oGHapyXm, YTo, BCIOTEBLIHIA U
JpoXallui, CHINT Ha Y3KOH KOiiKe B CepbIX NpeApacCBETHBIX
cyMepkax. OH TsDKeJo AbIas, HO TIOCTENEHHO ceple Hayano
6uTLCA B Gonee cnokoifHoM puTMe. Peaxums, no-sHauMoMy,
yucro ¢pusnyeckas. Ha 3ToT pa3 HMKaKuX OCTaTKOB CTpaxa WIH
6ecrokoiicTBa. Bo3MOXHO, OH HayMHaJ NPUHUMATb HOBYIO
JIOTUKY, CYMTaTb CBOM OIBIT HOPMAIbHLIM — 1O KpaWHei Mepe
nnsa Hoporo Pamcest, xotopuiit 6s1 KackapoM.

Kackap — 4To eciiM OH cHoea craHetr KackapoM?

TInaH, KoTOpbIif BOZHMK B CO3HAH!M, KOIa OH CMOTpeN Ha
3aayMaBuerocsi Oyauia, CTAHOBWICS BCE OTYETIMBEH M NOA-
pobHeii. MeHbule Bcero UMnepaTpuMua M lIaMaH XOTAT
po3BpalucHua Kackapa. OHH nocsianu ero Ha cMepThb, KOrAa OH
Obl1 B MacKe, CHOBA M CHOBa mNpeaynpexaas, YTo IIyTO
TIOKa3bIBaTh CBOE JMLO B JloMme, na u Boobule B Yiaame. Ho
MWL ONMH YeJIOBEK B OTPsfie Y3HAI €ro WIM NOCYMTAl €ro
CXOACTBO C NMOKOHHBIM HACJEAHbIM NPHUHLIEM O4YEeHb OOBLINM.

Ecny — TosIbKO MpeanonoXxXuM — eciM JIoaH, He HHTpUra-
Hbl M3 [OBOplLIa, HE BEJbMOXM, COCTaBASIOLIME TNAapTHH
uMmrniepatpuusl 1 Oyamna, a NPOCThie JIIOAW UMNEPHH — €CIIU
3TH JIOAW YBUASAT NOJTHHHOIO Hac/leAHHMKA, KOTOPbBIi M36exan
M BIACTH BEPXOBHOIO COBETHHKA, U I'OCNOACTBA MMIIEPATPHLIbI,
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— Kak OHHM nocTynaT? Bo3MoxHO, BOSHUKHET TPeThsl MapTHS U
6pocHT BbI30B NepBbIM AByM? Ecin 6u1 TonbKo OH caM Gosblie
3Han o Kackape!

OnHako, HecMOTpS Ha TO, YTO OH Tenepb B Tene Kackapa,
HH 4aCTMYKH JIMYHOCTH NMPHUHLA HE COXPAaHWIOCh, YTOOL! JaTb
PaMcelo XOTb HaMEK, YTO AeNaTh M 4ero He Aeiatbh. OH 3HaeT
TOJILKO, YTO BOB/NCYCH B MTPY APYTMX, H 3TO BbLI3LIBAIO Yy HEro
BO3MYLLIEHHE. '

IMpoceeli€HHbIE — B YEM NPHYMHA 3TOrO BHAEHUS U npen-
ckasanui? [Iponcxonmno nm 310 Ha camoM aene? Cyanba u
CTpax — CHMBOJIbI, KOTOpbIE COMPOBOXIAIOT phbiliaps cHOB. U
CTpPaHHas X035IMKa MNpeACcKa3aHus SICHO Aajia NMOHATh, YTO OH U
€CTb phIliapb, TO HOBOE, YTO CMEIUAIO BCE IUIAHBI, CIOENANO0
HenpenckasyeMbiM 6ymywee. Ho 3a 3TMMHM CHMBOJIAMH CTOUT
Hanexna — kak Koponesa, a 310 3HaK BJIaCTH M CWIBI.

«Tbl 6onpumie NONMNXEH ONMUHpPATHLCSH Ha
CBOH CHB, Y4eM Ha CHNY pPYK H 6bHICT-
POTY pPa3yMa».

Xopowo. OH Buaen Bo cHe Oyajia M, KaXeTcs, TOHSN
cMbIc cBoero cHa. OH CTaHeT...

Pamceii Hanpsircs. B nasibHeM YTy KOMHaTKH, B KOTOPO# OH
HaXxoIwics, LuieBeJbHynach TeHb. OH Obul1 He onuH. 1 — 1o
ONbITY XXH3HHU B 3TOM MHpEe — OH 00panoBaJICs, YTO 33 CIIHMHOI
y Hero CTeHa, yepe3 KOTOPYK) HUKTO. He NMPOHIET Ha3aMeTHO.
OH BcTan, nocMotpen B JuUo chopMHupoBaBlueiics purype
3arOBOPHJI TIEPBLIM:

— YTo Tebe HyXHO? — BOMPOC €ro Mpo3ByYan pe3Ko.

ToT He OTBeTHN, TOJNILKO TEpeABHHY/ICS Ha CBET — CEpHIil
CBET M3 eIMHCTBEHHOIO OKHa clieBa oT Pamcesi. Pyka — 1oHolue
MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH Y3HAET 3Ty PyKy, — NOSIBWIACh pyKa M
OTKMHyNa Byanb. [lepen HMM npeacTana XeHlIMHa, KoTopas
BCTpeyasia HX pa3dwureni otpsan. Korna? Yackl... iHM Hazan?

JInuo y Heé ObUIO NMpaBWILHOE, HO HEBbIpasuTenabHoe. Ecm
Obl He €€ IBIDKEHHWSA, MOXHO Obuio OBl MogyMmaTh, YTO Mepen
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PamceeM Bo3HHKNA cTaTyd. Jlaxke BeKM ObUIM IOJSYIIPHKPLITHI,
CJIOBHO CKpbIBasi 6JiecK XH3HH NOJ HUMH.

Ho pyxu mornaxusami Byasib, pacrnipaR/sUTH TEMHYIO TKAHb
Ha TU1eye; oHa KaK 6ynTo HeOpeXXHO ITIaauT JOMalliHee XHUBOT-
Hoe, a He TKaHb. Pamceii ysHan 3TH pyku. OTH LIMHHbIE
nanbubl gepxamy 3Haku Cynb6p, Ctpaxa, CHa...

— Tak, — 3TO eHHHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO OHa NpPOM3HEC]a, He
wepens rybamu. — S SOpaiic, npeackasarenbHHULA.

Bpaiic? OH cimbnuan 3ro uMa — Spaiic! Jro [IpoceelEn-
Hasl, C KOTOpoii ABaXasl coBeToBanachk Texna. Ho y Pamces Her
OCHOBAHHH CYHTATh TeKTy CBOMM MCKpPEHHHMM APYIOM...

— Tul prluapy — THI caM BbiOMpaewlb cBoi MyTb, —
NpoaoDKWwIa XeHluHa. Tsokénble BeK He NOAHUMANINCh, OHA
He BCTpeTWIach C HUM B3rsinoM. B e€ nose ckso3wio kakoe-
TO paBHOIYyLIME; OHAa MNpPOAO/DKAJa TNOINAXHBAaTh Byalb, HO
Pamceii He cobupaicsi MO3BOIUTE, YTOObI 3TO BBIBOAWIO €0 M3
cebs.

— MHe rosopwiH, yto WHoraa Ilpoceell€HHbIE AaIOT COBE-
Thl, KOTOPBIM JIyYllle HE CJIENOBaTb; MX NpeACKa3aHHsA MOIYT
MpHBECTH U K nobele, U K TOPAXEHHIO, U HAa HUX HeNb3f
OINMpaThCcsi, — OH He 3HaJl, 3a4YeM OHa MNPHLIUIA, YTO IbITAETCS
CKa3aTh eMy.

B KOMHaTe MOCTENeHHO CTAaHOBWIOCH cBeTiee. KakuM-1o
o0pa3oM CBeT U3 OKHa COCPeIOTOYMBANCA Ha 3TUX HENPEPLIBHO
JABIDKYIIMXCS, MOMAXMBAIOWIMX pyKax. PaMceii peluuTensHo
OTBEN B3NS, CKOHLICHTPHPOBA BHUMAaHHE Ha HETIOABIDKHOM,
XakK y CTaTyM, JIMLe.

— Mpbl npeackasbiBaeM TOJNLKO BO3MOXHOCTb, — Jaiic
NoAYepKHYJa CJI0BO «BO3MOXHOCTb». — OT moboro nocrynka,
JaXe caMOro He3Ha4YMTEJILHOIO, PacXOISTCsl KpYTH MOCJIeACT-
BUi. U kaxabiii MoXeT M3MEHHTH noaBikHoe Gymymee. Ho
€CTb M TaKHE B 3TOM PUCYHKE — OTHOCHTEJLHO KOTO HEeBO3-
MOXHO npeacka3zaHue. Takme, Kak Thl, Y KOTOPOTO HET B 3TOM
MHpe HH CEMEHM, HH KOpHA.
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— 3ayeM Tbl npyuuia? — OH TEpA1 TeplieHHe, HeXelaHHe
npelcKa3aTe/IbHULIb BhIPa3UThCS ICHO pasapaxao ero. — Tl
HacTaBjsiellb — WIM npemynpexaaewns?

— Hu To, Hu apyroe. Ecnu ThI BUIEN COH, TO yXe 3Haelllb,
YTO JOJDKHO OBITh CAEAHO, — TOJIOC OTYYXKAEHHBIH, AANEKUiA,
KaK ¥ CMBIC/ CJIOB.

— Xopouo, — Pamceii pellinn NPpUMEHUTH UIOKOBYIO TakK-
THKY. — He Moxewsb Tbl no KpaiiHeil Mepe yKasaTb MHe
HamnpasieHue? ['ne MHe HaliTH BepXOBHOIO coBeTHHKa Oyaa?

Ecmi oH oxuaa, YTo BoNpoc BbiCEYeT MCKPY XM3HH H3 €€
HENOJBIDKHBIX YEpT, TO ObUI pa304yapoBaH.

— Tpy OHA Ha3ag, — CMOKOWHO U Oe3MSATEXHO OTBECTWIA
OHa, — OH, MO cayxaM, 6bu1 B BuauHe. BuauH noaunHsaercs
TOJILKO NMPHUHLY-HacJeIHUKY Yiana.

Pamceii obayman 3Ty MHGOpMaLIMIO U HE YCOMHMWICSH, YTO
Onaiic ropopuT npaeny. Ho ecin Oyasnn npuexan B 3toT Buaun
— YTO OH IbITaercsi TaM caenars? Cumraet, yro Kackap xus,
WIH TOJIbKO HazeeTcsl, YTO CMOXET OOBUHUTL B cMepTH Kacka-
pa CBOMX BparoB M HaTpaBHTb Ha HMX TeX, KTO COXpaHWI
TPaIMLIMOHHYIO BEPHOCTL Hac/leaHHKY?

— A rae 3tor BunuH? — yxe 3agaBas Bompoc, Pamceii
MOHSUI, YTO NpHUHAN peuleHne. OH TNOCTapaeTcsi OTbICKATh
Ouaia, y3HaTb, KAKOB 3TOT YC/IOBEK Ha CaMoM feJjie, a He 1o
cJIyXaM M CJIOBaM ero Bparos.

— Ha rore. ®naep XAET TBOMX NPUKA3AHHIA.

OHM KaK 6yaTo paabl oT Hero u3baBHTLCA, NoayMan Pamceit.
MoxeT, ero nosriIcHHe CNYTAI0 H KAKHe-TO MX COOCTBECHHbIE
riaHbl. Minn ero no6yxnaloT K AeiiCTBHSIM B LIEJSAX, B KOTOPBIX
MX OOBHHSUIM B MPOLIOM, — YTOObl H3MEHMUTDb LIENb COOLITUM
B COOCTBEHHBLIX MHTepecax?

Snaiic BrnepBbic 3a BCE BpeMs NpPSIMO B3IJIAHY/NAa Ha Hero.
I'naza y He€ okazaluchb O4Y4eHb CTPaHHbIE: B HUX BMECTO 0ObI-
HBIX YeJIOBEYECKHX 3PayKOB CJIOBHO IOpe/iM OTHEHHbIe TOYKH.
Ho oH yBuOen MX ToAbKO Ha MIHOBEHHME. A MOXET, €My H
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BooOle nokasasoch. OHa yXe crajia OObIKHOBEHHOM XXeHLIH-
HOI1.

— He coMHepalicsi B cBoéM MecTe B GOJblLOH MIpe, —
BIICPBLIC B POBHOM MOHOTOHHOM TOJIoce TIPO3BYYATH CJIEHbI
sMou. — HHKTO He MOXeT ynpamrisiTh pbILapeM CHOB...
IToMHHU 00 3TOM W1Is1 cBOEH COOCTBEHHOM 3alUHMThI — HHKTO! —
OHa NPOM3HCCIa NOCcJIeJHee CJIOBO NMOAYEPKHYTO, KaK Ipeayn-
pexXAcHHE.

OueBunHo, I1IpocBell€HHEBIE XOTAT, YTOOB! OH YLIEN. PaMceii
ynbioHycs. EcTh onpenenéHHoe ynoBNETBOpEHHE B TOM, YTO
OH cTas noMexoi wia BeeMoryumx. EMy 310 nonpasmiocs. Ho
OH C YAOBOJILCTBMEM INIPHUMET M JII0OYI0 MOMOLUb, KAKYIO CNO-
CO6HBI MpenocTaBUTh NMPOPHLATENH, LIaMaHbl U XO35€Ba CHOB.

— A Mou ToBapuuiM? — cripocun oH. — Yrto 6yzmeT ¢ HUMH?

OH 06s13aH xa13HblI0 Jenany. M naxe 3aHATbIH COOCTBEHHLI-
MM mnipobieMaMH, He 3a0bL1 06 3TOM.

— OHM BbI3A0OpaBIUBalOT. TAHTAHT M3BEIUEH, — IMOCJIBbILLIA-
JiIoch JIX €My B OTBeTe Daaiic J€rkoe pasapaxeHue? Heyxemm
OHa MOATAJIKMBAET €ro K HEMEVICHHBIM AeHCTBHAM? 310 Brie-
YaT/IeHHC NICPEPOCIO B yBCPCHHOCTD, KOIa XEHIIMHA A00aB1na;
— Tebc npuHecyT eay, olexny, Bcé HeobXxogumoe, — H
caenana JErKHUil XeCcT pYKOM.

He ckazaB Gonblie HHU c0Ba, OHA MOBEPHYJIaCh, BEPHYJIaCch
B YroJj, NOKPLITLIA TEHbIO, M UCYE3Na 332 3aHABECOM, KOTOPbIi
NpeABAPHTCIbHO pa3iBHHYIA.

M kak 6yaTo e€ yxoa NocayXXwi CHTHAIOM, TOSBWICS Yeno-
BeK B 60Jce KOPOTKOM YEPHO-6e/IoM onesstHUM 1aMaHoB. OH
MPHHEC MOJHOC C HAKPLITLIMK OmogaMu. OH HHYEro He roBo-
pHI — BO3MOXHO, cTyXeHHe [1pocBelE HHbIM COIPOBOXIAeTCS
KAKHM-TO ODETOM MOJYaHHS, — HO KpaCHOPEYMBBIC XECTbI
noacka3sanu Pamcelo, roe ero xayr BAaHHa M cBexas olexna, a
NoTOM M caa U3 GpyKToB, caakKoro xjieba B BUAE MaJeHbKHX
OyJI04eK M TEpPNKOIo HaNHTKa, OT KOTOPOIO CTal0 NpPOXIagHO
Ha fA3bIKE M MPUATHO TEIVIO B IopJie.

153



Ha onexny — 4YE€pHOE TPHKO M CEpYIO KPYTKY — TOJIOXHIH
ero nosic wieHa orpsaga. Ho Ha 3TOoT pa3 xyprka Obuia He
npocTo TycKio-cepad. Ha rpymn kpacosanach 3M6reMa opna,
KOTOPYIO OH BHJEJ NOBCIoAy Bo aAsopue B Jlome. M HaumBsku n
yKpallleHHs U3 cepebpa CBHIETETLCTBOBAIM O BLICOKOM PaHre.

INlocne Toro xak Pamceii 3acTerHyi nosic ¢ KOpoTKUM liepe-
MOHHAJILHBIM Me4YoM M 6oJiee MOLLIHBEIM OpYXMEM, KaK TO, YTO
eMy nai [enaH, MOTMaTMBLIHA CJTyTa MPOBEJ €10 N0 HECKONLKUM
KOpHIOpaM U BhiBeN B pouy. JlepeBbsi 3lech poC/iM TaK 4acTo,
yto PaMceii 6e3 npoBoaHHKa 3aGynuics 6b1 B 1IeCTH 1uarax ot
3NaHHUsl, HACTOJMLKO IUIOTHOM ObL1a CTeHa pacTHTEIbHOCTH.

PaMceii moragplBajicsi, YTO 3TO cAENaHO co3HaredbHo. Ho
NMPOTHB KOIO NnpeqHa3Hayaiach 3ra 3awmra? [lo BceM paccka-
3aM, y IIpoCBeLUEHHBIX HET OTKPLITHIX BparoB. ONHAaKO OHH
NPEANOWIN TaKoe yOexXMille.

OHH nolwIM No U3BWIMCTOMY ITyTH, B KOTOpoM Pamceit Hu
3a YyTO He pacnio3Han Obl Tpomy. Cpenu depeBbeB BHAHEIUCH
CTosluMe KAMHH, KOTOpble CBAI3LIBAIOTCS MOJIBOH C JiereHaap-
HOM ApeBHEH LIMBWIN3aLMEH, OCTaBUBLIEH HAacTOsIEMY TaKoe
CcMelllaHHoe HaclielHe. MoXeT, 3T0 MecTo 0603Ha4YaeT KaKoii-
TO ApeBHUM XpaM WM CBATWIMLIE?

CrosyMx KaMHeil cTtalo Gonblle, OHU CABUHYJIUCH TECHEE H
NOCTENEHHO COMKHYJIMCB B CTEHBI C 06cHX CTOpOH. [1poBoAHMK
nposén Pamces npo 3ToMy nmyTn Mexay cteHaMH. OHHM BbILUIH
Ha OTKpBITOE MeCTO. Jaech CTosu1 ¢aep, U NPOBOAHUK NOKa-
3an Ha Hero Pamceo.

ToT HekoTOopoe BpeMs Kosebancs. CBOGONHO JIM OH AenaeT
cBoii Bbi6op? U ecnu na, To yTo MMeHHO OH BbiGpan? IMocne-
noBaTh 3a CHOM — K Owamny.. A uyto notom? Bymyuice
3aBHCENO OT TOIO, YTO OH Hainér B camoM Ouamie. Ho mo
KpaiiHeit Mepe Gosbliie ero He oOMaHyT obelllaHMsl M CloBa O
IOBEPHH.

IOHOWaA NpOTAHYN pYKY K MNOSICY U KOCHYJCS OpYXHA.
IlpyKocHOBEHHE NIOMOTJIO OOPECTH YBEPEHHOCTD, XOTS NEPBLIA
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ONBIT CONMIATCKONH XM3HM ObLT KOPOTKHM M KatacTpoduyec-
kuM. Ho BcE xe oumyumeHue opyxus B pyKe INpHAANO
cnokoiictBusi, U PaMceit 3abpaiicsa Bo ¢naep.

ITunota He ObIIO BMAHO, MOTOMY YTO KaOWHA OKAa3aiachk
3aKpbiTa. OYeBHAHO, MWIOT YXe MOJYYWI NMPHKA3 OTHOCHTEIb-
Ho maccaxupa. Kak Ttonbko PaMceit nmpucTernynca, MauinHa
NOAHsUIaChb OOHWUM TNPLDKKOM, M OHM B3JIeT€JIH BBLICOKO Hal
NOBEPXHOCTBIO.

BeposiTHo, B3sIeTeNH, MOTOMY YTO HHKAKMX OKOH B KabuHe
He Hauwvlocs. 1 PaMcelo HeueM 6bUIO 3aHSATBCS, KPOME CBOMX
MbICJICH, KOTOpble, KAK OH BBIHYXIEH ObUI C COXaleHHEM
TpHM3HaTh, CJIMLIKOM pa3berannch, YTroObl NMPHHECTH MOJb3Y.

OH CcHOBa M CHOBa BO BCeX MNOAPOOHOCTSIX BCIIOMHHAN
npousollelliee C HUM NOCJIE TOro, Kak NpHLIES B ceds B rpody
MOKOIHOTO NMpHHLA U nosyyun Gnarogapsi Texiie BpeMeHHYIO
6e3onacHocTb. Tenepb, CONOCTamiIsAss BOCIIOMHHaHMsA, OH He
ObL1 yBepeH, YTO OeBylIKA HaMmepeBalach criactH ero. OH
HMKOTZa He COMHeBaIcA B €€ colode ¢ uMneparpuueii KpeH-
IPUION, XOTs NOHMMaJl, YTO OHAa 3TO cAejiaja panu OGnara
OnupoyHa.

N Ttenepb oGHapyxun, 4YTO NOOBICKMBAET I MOJIONOH
TEpPLIOTHHX OHO ONpaBiaHue 3a ApyruM. Jlaxe e€ npenarens-
CTBO IO OTHOLUEHHIO K HEMY BMOJHE MOMIO OLITh BLI3BAHO
NOHMMAaHHEM €10 CBOEro JOJIra.

B ero cobcTBcHHOM Mupe B TNOCJeNHHWE TIOAbI TNOHSATUS
ZIOJITa, CJIyXEHHUS, CaMOOTpEeYEHHs paay aeana Kak-To pa3Mbl-
JINCh — BCE 3TO MHOTHE €ro CBepCTHMKM BbicMeuBaM. «He
CBS3bIBaTbCSA» — TAaKOB ObUI MX JIO3YHI. A Ternepb OH BBSI3alics
B caMble IHKHE NMPUKITIOYEHHS, KAKHE MOTYT TOJIbKO NPUCHHUTD-
cs. M 3a HUM He CTOMT HMKAKOIO J0Jira M HUKAKMX HICaJIoB.
OH oauH.

Pamceit noépsan Ha MsirkoM cuneHuu dnaepa. OnMHoyecr-
Bo. OH Bceraa 6b11 omnHoykoi. [loyeMy Xe Teneps eMy Tak
TKeNo 6pems oanHodectBa? OH ObL1 WIEHOM BONBHONO 06~
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wecrsa... Pyka PaMmces mouckana opyxue — CHMBOJ €QMH-
CTBEHHOTO JIMLIEHHOIO TPeBOT U 3a60T BpeMEHH B 3TOM MMpe.
FEro BbiGop — noYeMy OH pelIM1 OTTIPAaBUTLCS B Buamm,
nporuBocTosATs Ovarty? '

HapepHoe, ropa3no nierde M ecrecTBeHHee ObUIO Gbl OTKa-
3aThCA OT IPOLWIOIO, OCTAaBaThLCS BEPHBIM KISATBE OOLLECTBY,
CTaTb OAHHMM M3 ero wieHoB. Ho Tyr Xe MbIC/Ib JOHOWIU
OTLUATHY7ACh OT BOCMIOMHHAHMWI 0 60l{He Ha CKAIMCTOM rpsiae.,
BCIbIXHY THEB.

Ecmu oH y3Haer, yto Oyann aeiCTBUTENILHO CTOSUT 3a 3TOM
Ooiineit... Pa3pe He ero «10Jr» Tenepb YCTAHOBHTD, YTO 32 HIPY
BEIET BEPXOBHbI COBETHMK Ha rpaHuue? OH He Bepwl, 4TO
CMepTh IVIaBHOM MEWKH ocTaHoBUT Oyayna B ero 6oprbe 3a
BJIaCTb.

Yro X, BbIOOp GbUT 32 HMM, M OH ero caenan. OH He Gyner
KpacTbcsl, KaK HHLMi 6ponsra. OH Kackap — He MapHoOHeTKa
Ovauia, Ho HactoswiMit Kackap, BepHyBLIMiicS B CBOH BiIale-
HUS.

YBepeHHO, GYATO €ro OKpyXaio Bcé BOCKpecllee BOJIbHOE
o61uecTBo Bo maBe ¢ lenanoM, Pamceii criycTiuicst o JleceHke
¢dnaepa U OCTAHOBWICS, OIVISAbIBASCD.

OH npu3eMIWICS Ha Kpblllie, Ha NOCAaOOYHOH IUIOoLIANKe Ha
CaMOM BepXy MacCHBHOTO BHYLIMTENILHOIO 34aHuA. Bokpyr
BO3BbILUAINCh  GalllHM; BO3MOXHO, OH TNpWieTe]l B LICHTP
ropoga. Ho eMy He ganu BpcMeHM ocMaTpuBaTbhes. K HeMy
ObicTpo MpHOMLKa/cs OoTpsiA.

Bor oHO — nepBoe ero ucnbitanue B ponan Kackapa.
PamMceii, Hajeschb, YTO He MPOSBASET HU cliela HepeLUHTeNlb-
HOCTH, clleJial OOMH-IBAa 1lara Bepéa H 3aMep, oxuaas. Bpone
611, TaKOB 30€Ch OObIYAA.

XoTa conmarbl HOCWIM UUIEMBI C TPpeOHAMH, JIMLA Y HUX
OCTaBAJICh OTKPLITLIMH. PaMceil Temepb fICHO BHOeN, Kak
MeHseTcAd BhIpaXeHMe JiMua opuuepa. Ha HEM nosmisnoch
KpaliHee M3yMJICHHE. ‘
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IMonoweaume ocranoBwmch. He Tomko oduuep 6su1 mno-
PaxéH YIMBICHHEM, HO M BCE OCTAIbHbIE CMOTDE/M LIHPOKO
PacKpHITBIMH IIa3aMH, Pa3sHHYB PThI.

PaMceii TPpHBETCTBEHHO NMOAHSUT PYKYy — NPHUBETCTBHE TOA-
ynHEHHLIM. Oduuep mpmuén B cedbda. OH pABKHYN NpPHKA3,
KoTopblit PaMmceit He noHsui. ConnaTel NOCTPOHIMCD, YCTPEMH-
1M cTBonbl B He6o. OHM sBHO npu3HamM B Pamcee Kackapa,
nprHHua BuauHa.

I'nasa 13

PaMceit xopoliio 3HaJ, YTO OYEeHb MHOTOE MOXET NMOABECTH
ero B 3ToM Mackapane. Ho OoH mpHHsn pelueHre U 3aKperml
€ro MNepBbIM Xe OTHAHHBIM NMPHMKA30M BUAMHCKOH cTpaxe.

— I'ne ero npeBOCXOAMTENLCTBO BEPXOBHbIA COBETHHUK?..

— OH 6yaeT HeMeUICHHO BbI3BaH, Ballie BbICOYECTBO, —
MOBOPOTOM I0JI0BbI o HLIEP OTNIPaBWI OOQHOTO M3 COJAAT, H TOT
noGexasn Mo NnocagoyHoM IviowAankKe.

Tyt Pamceit ycasbiian wyM Motopa ¢naepa nosanu. OH 4yTb
MOBEPHY/ TOJIOBY H yCMeJl 3aMeTUTh NOAHUMABUIYIOCSI B HE6O
MAaLIKHY, €ro NOCcJIeJHIOI0 BO3MOXHOCTb OTCTYIUICHHS.

— Balue Bbico4ecTBO... — odHlEep NOAOLIEN YYTh Omrke. —
ITo3BonsTe OT MMEHH Bcero BummHa BblpasHTb NpPU3HATE/Ib-
HOCTb 33 Ty YeCTb, KOTOPYIO Bbl OKA3QIH HaM, NpHEXaB B CBOIA
ropol, YTobbl Bo3BecTUTb O cebe. CiyxH oKasauCh JOKMBLIMH,
Bbl HE MepTBbl... KaKasg pamocTh!..

Ja, nonyman Pamceii, a Kak xe oH M36exan cMeptH? OH
TOJILKO HaAesvICsl, YTO YKPbITHEM UIsA HETO MOCHYXAT CJIyXH O
JBOPLIOBbIX HHTPHrax U KOHTPHHTpHrax. OHH NPHKPOIOT Hesic-
HOCTH ero pacckasa.

— Korna y yenoseka ectb Bparu, — Hayan oH, — Heobxo-
JuMa xuTpocTs. B BuauHe, cpeay BepHbIX MHe JIOACH, s1 Mory
He oracaThCsl, YTO Y MEHA OTKphITa CIMHa.

O¢gHuep BLIXBATWI MeY U3 HOXEH.
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— Ilpunu npukasviBaecT — BuauH nosuHyetcs! Tak Bcerna
ObLIO NO KJISATBE KPOBH U BEPHOCTH!

— 41 3t0 xopouio 3Halo, — npuHs1 PaMceii cnosa oduuepa.
— Kro 1817..

— S KoMaHAWp BHyTPeHHEH CTpaXW, Ballla CBETJIOCTb.
Matpyc u3 Jloma Jluxyca. He XoTure npocnenosath B 3an
Cogera? Tak KaK BEpXOBHBIIi COBETHUK MPHOLUT paHbllie, MbI
noarotroBuaMck. M HHKOrna He BepwiH OO KOHLA TEMHBIM
cayxaM u3 Jloma.

BoT 1 BcE ¢ TenoM, KoTopoe npeabsasui Menkond, yToObl
ero norpetm cpean npeakos Kackapa. Pamceit momospepan,
yro Ouya/u1 noaaepXwBaeT COMHEHHSI CPelH XHUTeJleil 3Toi
YyacTH Ynafma, KOTopasi BEpHa NMPHHLY M MOXET IOCIYyXHTb
TUTOAOPOAHOM NMOYBOM 151 Oymyllero BOCCTaHHS.

— MeHs oboapsieT, 4TO Bbl HE TNOBEPWIH, — 3aABHJ OH
BcamyX. — Jlnsa Gonbluek yactn Ynana Kackap yxe norpe6é. U
€CTb NPHYHHBI, YTOOBI OH HEe BOCCTAJl CJIMLIKOM NMOCMELIHO... —
PaMmceit ynbIGHyncsi, OH penko yiablbajiics C¢ TeX mop, Kak
OKa3aicsl B MHPe CBOMX CHOB, TaK pelKO, YTO TPYOHO CTaJlo
pacTsArvBarth ryool.

OO6pa3opasnics NOYETHBI Kapayn — PaMceil npeano4én cum-
TaThb €r0 TaKOBbIM, @ He OXpaHoii IuieHHHKa. Ero He coBceM
YCTNOKOWIH CJIOBa KOMaHAMpPa CTPAXH, KOTOPbIH BIOJIHE BEpo-
SITHO MOT ObITb YesioBeKoM Ouayia. OKpyXEHHbII CTPRXHUKAMM,
Pamceii npow€n B MMGT, KOTOPLIHA C KpBILUK AOMA CITYCTIJICS
Ha HECKOJbKO 3Taxel M ocTaHoBWiIcA. CTpaXHHMKH BLITSIHY-
JMch, ¥ Pamceit, GicTpo BbIxoast M3 THGTa, yBHAE] OTKPOBEHHOE
H3yMJIEHHE BCeX, KTO ero 3aMeTHI.

Bcé€, yto oH cnbiuan o Kackape, roBopuio, 4To ero ABoii-
HHK (MOXHO JIM ero HaspaThb «alter e¢go?») He mnonb3yercs
6onbliMM yBakeHHeM. Ho, no-uauMoMy, B BuanHe 310 He
TaK. CTpaXHHUKH M CIYTH ObUIM CIMIUKOM AHCLMIUVIMHMPOBA-
Hbl, YTOObl HApYyWIMTh THWHHY KopumopoB. Ho Pamcei
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE OHM OYeHb BO30OyXaeHbl. OH He MnoBopa-
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YHBal TOJIOBbI, HO CJIbILIAN, YTO TOMOT 33 HUM CTAHOBHTCA
rpomue, Kak GyaTo npoueccHsi ¢ KKIbIM MIHOBEHHEM YBEJIH-
YUBaCTCS.

Ew€ cTpaxHUKH, NpUBETCTBYIOLME NprHUa. OQuH pacnax-
HyJ1 OBepb. PaMceil npoln€n B IMHHYIO KOMHATy, OAHY eé
CTeHY Npope3a psiji LIMPOKHX OKOH, 00paMIEHHBIX KPaCHBIM H
3on0TuIM. Ha npoTuBomnonoxHoi creHe Onectenn 3epkaia B
TSDKENBIX PC3HBIX NMO30JIOYCHHBIX paMaX, Bpe3aHHLIX B CTEHY.
ITon, mo KoTopoMy rpOMKO CTy4aJIM CanorH CTpaxXu, — Mpa-
MOpDHBIIi, NMOTOJIOK M YacTM CTEH, He 3aHATble OKHaMM M
3epKalaMH, MOKPBIBAJ KPacHbI JIaK C 3MAMPOBAaHHBIMHU Tab-
JIMYKAMH.

CepeOpsiHble NOACBEYHHKH BBICOTOM C YeJIoBeKa IPOTAHY-
JIMCh ABYMS psilaMH, MeXAy KOTOpbIMHM M npoiuén Pamceii. Ilo
0OKaM OKOH M 3epKall K CTeHaM KpeInIoch MHOXECTBO KOHCO-
Jieli, U3TOTOR/NIEHHLbIX B BUIE CTPAHHBIX IOJIOB, YBUTBIX LIBETAMH
M NanopoTHUKOM; Bce OHU CBEPKATH IO30JIOTOH, 3MaIblo M
ApParoUeHHbIMU KAMHSIMH.

3epKasla MHOTOKPaTHO OTPAXaJIH BCE 3TO BEJIMKOJICIIME H
Ka3aJloch, YTO 31eCh HE OIMH 341, a LieNasl cKa3oyHas aH¢wia-
Za, yxonsilasi B 6eCKOHEYHOCTb.

Panbl noncBeYHMKOB 3aKAHYMBATUChL Y TIOMOCTA C OBYMS
CTYNEHSIMH. A Ha TIOMOCTE CTOSUI TPOH pa3sMepoM C HeGoIb1LOH
auBaH. OH He ObL1 HAKPHIT GaNIaxMHOM, KaK TOT, 4yTo PaMmceit
Buaen B Jl=ome. Ho Bcé paBHO MpoM3BOAWI CHIbHOE BricyaTiie-
HHE CO CBOEil 30JI0TOH CNMHKOH M NMOAJIOKOTHHUKAMHM M aJIOH
-TIoayuIKoi cuaeHns. KoManamp crpaxu orcrymwi, ¥ PaMcei
MOHSAJI, YTO TPOH TeMepb — €ro 3aKOHHOE MECTO.

OH pelIHTENbHO NOMHSUICH MO CTYNEHbKAM M CEJl Ha TPOH.
Pamceli HaziesUicsi, YTO cean 3TO HOCTAaTOYHO YBEpPEHHO, KakK
YyeNoBeK, NMPHUBBIKIIMIA K TaKoMy neicTBUIO. U BnepBble yBH-
IieJl, YTO 32 HUM JEMCTBHTENILHO coOpaiach Liesas CBHTa.

Y noacBeYHHKOB HEMOABYDKHO, KAK CTaTYyM, 3aCThUTH CTpaX-
HuKU. Ho npyuum v monn B 6oratoii ogexne, KOTopble MOIJIH
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6BITh NPHABOPHEIMM 3TOTO MHHMATIOPHOTO ABOpPA MJIM ABODSIH-
cTBOoM Buauna.

PaMccio OTYASIHHO He XOTeNoCh COTIACHO NPUIBOPHOMY
STHKETY 37I0pOBaThcs C NMPEXHUMM 3HakoMbIMK Kackapa. Hr-
paTh posib MPHUHLA HACTOJILKO TUIOXO NOATOTORIEHHLIM ObLIO
Obl OYEeHb ONacHO, HO HUYEro GoJNblIe HEe OCTaBAIOCH.

— BepxoBHblit COBETHHK! — NpPOBO3IIACHI TPOMKHIA ronoc
oT aanckoii Tenepb aBepH (PaMceit mocMoTpen Ha nyTh, KOTO-
PLIi TOJBKO YTO TNpeolosie: 3ajJl M3-3a 3epKaJl He TOJIBbKO
PACLUMPWICS, HO U CJIOBHO ellé Gonblue yAJIHHWICS).

Bolu€n 4yenoBeK B KOPOTKOH KypTKe CIIyTM, HO OGoraro
PacLUMTOM, YTOObI NMONYEPKHYTb €0 BAXHOE MNMOJIOXEHHE TNpH
aBope. B mpaBoii pyke OH cxuman cepeOpsiHbiii nocox. OH
TOPXECTBEHHO MNOAHSUT €ro ¥ TPWXKAbl CO 3BOHOM yAapwi Mo
Homy.

OOpaTHB TakuM O0Opa3oM BHMMaHHMe BceX coOpaBLUMXCS K
JBEpH, OH OTCTYNWI Y NPOMYCTWI YeNOBeKa, KOTOPOIo M MCKal
Pamceit. D10 6bu1 Hactosuuii Oyam M3 €ro CHa, TOJBKO
ceifyac B HEM He TaK CWIbHO YyBCTBOBAQJIaCh XKaXKaa BIAaCTH.
MoxeT, BO CHE 3MOUUM 006OCTpsSIOTCSA, YTOObI MOXHO ObLIO
NOYYBCTBOBAaTb BHYTPEHHIOIO CYLIIHOCTDb YesioBeKa?

Ouaun, KOHEYHO, BCE paBHO NPOM3BOAMI BNeyaTleHHe, HO
BCE Xe 3TO He Ta nojamnsiolnas ¢urypa, KakuM cacjiai ero
C/AYXH WIM CHbl. BHellHe ero MaHecpnl NO OTHOLICHMIO K
PaMcel0 BbIpaXasii MCKPEHHIOIO NMOYTUTENbHOCTD.

He Ha Takyio BcTpedy paccumtbiBan Pamceit. Ecan Obl OH
yBuaen Ouaia, cpa3y Bbliinsg U3 c¢iaepa, M CyMesl pasraaarhb
MEpPBYI0 peaklMi0 BCPXOBHONO COBETHMKAa Ha ApaMaTH4YHOe
BockpelueHne Kackapa, 310 Moo 61 AaTh My XOTb KaKoii-To
K04 K NOHMMaHHI0 nojioxennsa Ovanna. Ho ceityac y coser-
HUKA ObUIO OOCTAaTOYHO BpEMEHH, YTOObl MOArOTOBHTLCS K
n36paHHOI pomu.

OvaJut npoLuén Mexay psAgaMH NoJCBEYHUKOB, €ro JUTMHHAas
BEpXHAA oleXAa eqBa He Kacanach noja. Ha nosice He ©bu1o
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HMKAKOIO Meya, HO Ha MOLIIHOJA 1iiee JIeXall 30JI0TOH BOPOTHUK
HCKYCHOIi paboThl, ycaXeHHblii AparolleHHbIMM KaMHsIMH. U ¢
BOPOTHMKA Ha MOTYYYIO Ipyllb CBUCa 6ONBbLIOH 30710TOMH KITIOY,
BEpOSITHO, CUMBOJ1 €ro TocTa.

JIErkmit ryn, 3anoMHUBILLMI 3aJ1, Koraa Pamceii cen Ha TpoH,
ctix. He cablmanoce gaxe cnaboro uopoxa TKaHM, Koraa
coOpaBLIHecs MEHSUTH 103y, HU CKpHIa oOyBH, HH Jaxe AbIXa-
Hus. Kak 6ynTo npuxon Oyauia ocTaHOBW BCIO XHM3Hb JBOPA;
TIPMCYTCTBYIOLIME NpPeKpaTWIH CYllleCTBOBaHHME, NNOKAa MUHUCTP
He MpUMET pelleHUs .

Pamceii nogo3pesa, yTo Takol 3¢deKT co3HaTeNbLHO INoTo-
Bwica OuamioMm, nuran ero ouwyuweHue Bnactd. Ho ecim
COBETHUK OXHIOAET, YTO TeM TNPHU30BET K TNOPSAKY HOBYIO
MapHOHeTKY, — HeT! MHCTHHKTHBHOM peakumeit Pamces ctano
COMNPOTHURICHHE 3TOH MOJABIAIOLIEH NTMYHOCTH.

— IIpuBeTcTBYI0 TEOSI, BepXOBHBIH COBETHMK, — OH CTapal-
CA TOBOPMTb BEXJIHBO, XOTS B COOCTBCHHBIX YLIaX rojioc €ro
npo3syyan crpaHHo. Ho oH JomkeH 6bU1 mocTapaTthesi B3STh B
CBOM PYKM MHMLIMATHBY B 3TOi BcTpeye. — To, YTO Thl BEPHO
OXHIan MeHs 3aech, MPU MOEM JABOpE, s1 CYMTAIO JOKA3aTesb-
CTBOM TBOEMH ycepaHOil clyXObl KOpOHE...

OH He 3HaJl, OTKyla Yy Hero Gepyrcs Takue HanbllEeHHbIE
cnoBa. Bo3MoxHO, camblii Bo3myx 3ala MeHsieT peub. Ho
TOJIBKO caMble (hopMayibHble ¥ TPOMKHeE (pa3bl KAXKYTCs BNOJI-
HE YMECTHLIMH B TAKOM OKpYXeHHH. Boblie Bcero eMy HyXeH
6bL1 ceifyac XOTb MaJieM1LUMii HaMEK co cTopoHsl Oyaia, o 4EM
JIyMaeT BepXoBHbIM coBeTHMK. Ho PamMceit 3Han, yro Oyamn
HHMYETO HE BBLIACT, Y HEro BCE XONIOQHO PacCYMTaHO M Hauele-
HO TOJLKO Ha COOCTBEHHYI0 Bblrogy. Ecin HeoxamaaHHoe
nosieneHue Pamces u nopasuno Owyanna, HMKTO 3TOrO He
3aMETHT.

Oya YyTh CKIIOHWI MOLIHYIO IOJIOBY.

— Ero BbicoYecTBO XOpOLIO 3HAeT, YTO BHMAMH €My BepeH.
I'me xe ew€ cobpatbcs ero Apy3bsM, KOraa CTpaHHble Aena
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TMPOUCXOIST B YJiale U MHOTOE 3aCTaB/seT TPCBOXUTLCA JaXE
CaMbIX BCPHBIX MOAAaHHBIX? Mbl NOCTOSIHHO MOJIWIHCh O
6e30MacHOCTH €ro BbiCOYECTBA. 1O, YTO Ballle BbLICOYCCTBO
CHAMT Ha COOCTBEHHOM TPOHE, HE W3MEHMBILMIACS, HEBPCAM- -
Mblii... — Oyai1 mogHEC pyKy K TpyAH, KOCHYJICS 30JI0TOro
KJ11I04a, — 3TO Hallla Harpaaa 3a Bepy B [1poBunenue. Tenepn,
nocjie MpayHbLIX YacOB M AHCH, TEMHblEe CIAYXH H YTpO3bl
nosaza.

PaMmcelt yBuaen, kak nox NpMKOCHOBeHMeM pykKu Ouana
KII04 Clerka KayHysics, Bnepél, Hasan. BHuManue Pamces
NepeKIIiOYUIOCh OT JIMlia BEpXOBHOTO COBETHHMKA Ha KJIIOY, Ha
€ro ABIDKEHHUs, Ha JIETKHE NMOKAYMBAHMA...

Hasan u Bnepén, Hazan M...

PaMceii 3amurain, ¢ ycuideM OTBEN B3Msd. BepHbl sn ero
nono3peHus? Mrpa BepXoBHOIO COBETHHKA C KIIOYOM He INpo-
cTo npuBbIYKA? YTo pacckasbiBaloT 06 Ouasuie? YTo oH Aepxan
Kackapa B cBoEM IUIeHY yapaMi. ['vmmHo3? BosMoxHo, Hacnen-
HHK ObL1 NpHUyyYeH OTBeYaTb Ha BHELHE HEBUHHbLIC JBHXECHUsA
Knoya. To, YTO ¥ ero BHHMaHHe ObLLIO MPUBJICYEHO K KIIIOYY
TaK 6bICTPO, — XOpolliee NpeAynpexXacHHe.

— TBos 3a6ota o0 Gnaronojy4MM KOpOHbl, — OTBETWI
Pamceii, nymasi, noimér au Ovamn ABOIHOH CMBIC/ €ro CJIOB,
— Bceraa npusHaBalack HamH. IlpencraBurenu uMmnepckoii
IUHACTHH 3HAIOT INTyOWHY TBOE BEPHOCTH, BBLICOKOE YYBCTBO
JloJira, KOTOpoe BCEM HaM CJIYXXMT NPUMEPOM.

Pamcefi cuuTan, 4yTo BO BCEM 3TOM MMHHATIOPHOM JIBOpeE
TOJNIBKO Y BEPXOBHOTO COBETHHMKA MOXET XBATMTh XpabpocTH
3alaTh BOTIPOCHI O MNPOLLJIOM HMMIEPCKOIO NPHHLA, KOTOPBIif
COBCEM HeaaBHO ObU1 MyGIMYHO NOTpe6EH € caMOW MBILIHOM
LiepeMOHHME, a Tenepb CIYCTWICA ¢ Heba B CBOM BIANCHUSA
xuBbiM. OnHako Pamceit comHeBancg, uro6el Owann cran
3a]1aBaTh TaKMe BOMpOCH MyOoanyHO. B 3TOM 3axkmouyancs ero
€AVHCTBEHHBIH 1IAHC PacNpOCTPaHMTb NoOLIMpe OOBbACHEHHME,
KOTOpOe OH Haclex Npuayman Ha IyTH B Buaun.
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— JIHM cerogHs BOMCTHHY TSDKENblE, — OH YIBIOHYJNCA
Oyanty. — MHoraa TpynHo OoTAMYMTD Apyra ot Bpara. U te, k10
XoTen Obl BUAETb MEHS JIEXAIMM PSLIOM C NPEAKAMHM, JOJDKHBI
310 3HaTh. MMeHHO Onaromapsi TeGe, BEpXOBHBIH COBETHMK,
MCHs1 He MOCTHIIAa Takas cymbba. TBoii miaH cpaboran xopo-
LIO...

OH ¢ BHMMAaTCIBLHOCTBIO OXOTHHMKA CJIEAWI 3a HEBbIpasU-
TebHBIM OfYTI0BaTHIM IHUOM Ouanna. Ceifyac y Hero He 6bU10
ZPYTOro NMyTH AOCTMTHYTH AaXe JYTO4KYy NMOHHUMaHHUS CO CTo-
POHBI BEPXOBHOIO COBETHMKA, BbI3BaTb ero oTBeT. KoHeyHo,
YyesioBeK, KOTOPOro myQmMyHo Garogapsir 3a CriaceHuUe NpHH-
Lla-MapHOHCTKH, HOJDKEH IOMbITAaTbCH Y3HaTb, YTO Xe Ipo-
n3ouwo. Kak nomyymnocs, yro Kackap yuenesn, 4yro oH Xus,
ObILIKT M IPOBO3IJIalliaeT 310 3aciayroil Oyana.

— A cnyxy.. — Ouvaun oreeyas, HE MOPrHYB IVIa30M.
BoipaxeHue ero yuua Pamceit He cymen pasragatb. — U
TOpXYCh CBOE# cy00ii, Ballle BbICOYECTBO.

— TBos ropaocTb, HO BbIroAa BCero Ynaaa, — NpoODKai
PaMmceil. — A Ttenepb, MWIOpABL... — OH OTOPBAN B3IJIAA OT
Ovyaya. Tak nNpocTo pakoBHHY COBETHMKA He BCKpoelub. [Ipu-
[ETca n3obpecTn GoJiee IHEPrHYHOE HamageHne. — Muiopanl,
Ballla BEPHOCTb, BEpHOCTb Bcero BuauHa noaaepxuBana MeHs
B 3TH AHHU. B 3TMX cTeHax s1 pacCUMTHIBal0 HANTH NMOAINEPXKY,
KOTOpasi MOMOXET MHEe oBlaneTb MoMM HacieaueM. Iloromy
YTO CHJIAa YeJIOBEKA HEe TOJLKO B €ro pyke H B OpYXHM, He
TONMLKO B YME, HO CKOpee B Bepe B HEro OKpyXaloLmX. A
Tenepb... — PaMceil 4yyThb noaBUHY/CS BNepél Ha CHICHHM
LIMPOKOIO TpOHA, — HACTYMAIOT AHM, KOIJa Halla B3auMHas
Bepa MnoABeprHeTcss McnbiTaHM. He craHy ckpbiBath OT Bac
cobbITHS BO MM TaiHbl M 6e3onacHocTH. Bul casnuamy, yro
Kackap yMep M mnorpe6éH. HaBepHoe, HeKoTopble M3 Bac
TIpPUCYTCTBOBAJIM IpH 3TOM B JloMe.

PamMceit npoBén B3msanoM no nuuaM ABopsH. HecoMHenHo,
OH ORJameN MX BHHMaHHeM. OH BUAEN XMYpOE BbIpaXeHMe,
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BHIEN M YIHBICHHE U CEPLE3HDIE JIMLIA XAABLINX pa3bsCHEHHIHA.

— IMocMoTpuTe Ha MeHA! — 10HOLLIA BCTA1 M CAENI 1ar oT
TpoHa. brneck 3epKan, ApKOCTb COTHEYHOIO CBETA HE NO3BOJIAT
HHYero ckpbItb. OH BBICOKO NOIHSN rojioBy, 6pocasi BbI30OB:
TeM, KTO Mor Obl KpHKHYTb: ¢CaMO3BaHeEL».

— MeHns xoTeau yOMTb M MBITAJIMCh XHTPOCTBIO AOOGHTLCA
aroro. Ho He cMorn. MHe npuuwioch B TaitHe MOKUHYTD JIoM,
YyTOObI HUKTO HE 3Hal, IC S CKpLIBAOCh. Sl He MOT OTMHYHUTD
JApyra OT Bpara, BblAloLIero cedsl 3a Apyra, ¥ IOTOMY He 3Hall,
KyZa oOpaTHThCS.

Jo Tex nop... — OH peliw1 HAaHECTH CWIbHEHIUWH ynap, —
nokKa ciryyaitHo He nonain K I[1pocBelIEHHDIM...

BriepBrle OH 3aMeTH JIETKOE, COBCEM He3HAaYHTENLHOE M3-
MeHeHHe B uLe Ovyania. OKpyXaBIlUHe COBETHHKA TIPOSIB/ISUIH
CBOE M3yMJicHHe Oosice oTkpbiTo. [lochabluancsa Tvxuii ryn,
BO30yXNEHHbBIE BBIIOXH.

— MHe caenany npeackasaHue, — HETOPOIUIMBO NpOoOJI-
xan Pamceit. — Iloaromy s U sBwicad B BuouH.

I'yn cnywareneit cran rpomye. Oyajul CHOBa ORJIaE] CBOUM
JIMLIOM, HO OCTJIbHBIX OXBAaTWIO BO30YXIEHHMeE.

— Baiue BricoyecTBO, — Briepén Bbllllesl CTapUK B BOPOTHH-
Ke, YKpalleHHOM OparoleHHOCTAMH, U JIMLIL YyTb MeHee
BEJIMKOJIETTHOM, 4YeM y Oyaia. — 3710 npeackasaHHe... — OH
Konebasicsa. Pamceil mogyMai, yro qoraablBaeTcs, YTO CKpbIBa-
eTcd 3a 3TOH OCTaHOBKoO#i. M3BecTHO, 4YTO COBETH
[TpocBelIEHHBIX ONAacHbl ¥ MYIPBIM Jiyyllle MX M30erars.

Pamceii KuBHYN.

— Jla, npenckazanue. Kak xopolllo M3BECTHO, MNpenono-
6Hble ITpocBelw€HHbIE ropasgo Gosblie 03a00YEHbI JAIEKUM
OyaylimMM, 4YeM pe3ynbTaTaMHM OEHCTBHH, OT KOTOPBLIX MOXET
Npou30oMTH 6naro XuWByWMM Tenepb. [lo3ToMy Mbl JOJKHBI.
TLIATEeNbLHO MPOCEUBATh ¥ OTOMpaThL coBeThl. M1 HamesTbes, yTO
BbIOpasin BepHo. IloBepkTe, 1 Oyny AeHCTBOBaTb OCTOPOXHO M
HH OIHOTO BEPHOTIO MHe YeJIOBecKa He HalpaRilo 10 ONacHOMY
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nyTH. Sl HeOMbITEH B IrOCYNApCTBEHHBIX Ae/iaX, HO 3/ieCh Haxo-
IHMTCA YeJIOBEK, XOpOolIo pa3Oupalolumiicss B MoasiX, H s Oymy
TIpUCTYLUHBATLCA K HeMy. Pa3Be BepXOBHBIH COBETHMK He Ha
Hallei cropoHe? Bce manbHeiuine ruaHbl Mbl GymeM obcyx-
natb coBMecTHO. Ho ckaXy BaM OQHO: TOJIBKO C TNOMOLIBIO
IlpocBelléHHBIX cymen s mobparbca no Buaumna. Iloka, s
CYMTAl0, OHM NPUHECIH MHE OHO No6po.

A Tencpb, MWIOPALl M BEpHbIC MHE JIIOAH, MO3BOJIAI0 BaM
YAQIMTECA 110 TOTO BpEMEHM, KaK HaM HyXHo 6yner cobpaTb
COBeT...

EMy xotenoch no6Gricrpee ocrathesl ¢ OyauioM HaeouHe, U
HeTeplieHWe BO BpeMs 3TOil LIEPEMOHMH, Te OH MIPaeT pojb
npassllero NpHMHUa, Bcé Bo3pacTato. Kak MoXHO pacrycTHTb
IBOp M ocratbcsi B oauHoyecTBe?.. OH ObL1 yBepeH, YTO
ynomuHaHHe o IlpocBeli€HHBIX owenoMwio Oyasia, U cneny-
€T GBICTPO MCIOJIL30BATh 3TO HeGOMbLIIOE NPEUMYLLECTBO, TIOKA
BEpPXOBHBIIf COBETHMK He BO3IABHUI CHOBa CBOH Gapbep.

OueBunHo, PaMmceit HaweEn HyxHylo dopmyny, NMOTOMY YTO
BCE NOKJIOHWIMCb U HayalM OTCTYNaTh OT psiia KaHAess10poB.
I[Toka Bc€ uUIO OYEHb IMAKO...

Ho Tyt y OBepeit mpoM30oLWIO KAKOE-TO CTOJKHOBEHHE.
Bbxoaslmx Hayaly pacTalKMBaTh, OTTOJIKHYIM M JBOPELIKOTO
C cepeOpAHBbIM Xe3JI0M, KOTOpbIH MNOMBITAICA NperpaauTb A0-
POTY Yc/OBEKY B BOeHHOM MyHaupe. Ero xBatanu 3a nneyu. Ho
OH HCOPEXKHO OTOPOCHJI MbITABLUMXCS YAEPXaTh €r0 U NMPOLIEN
Brniepén. [1Bop 3acTbul, MOYYBCTBOBaB, YTO TAKOE HapylLIeHHe
¢opmManbHOTO MNopsiiKa NMPOMCXOAWT MO BAXHOMH NpPHYMHE.

Odmuep nonowén K ocHopaHUIO nomocta. Cyasi o HalIMB-
KaM, 3To 6bL1 KOMaHAMP KAKOIO-TO OTpsida, ¥ O4eHb MOJIOAOH.
Ha ero cMymioM snue urpano Bo30yXIeHue, OH TSKEJO Ibl-
man, Kak OyaTo siBWics BO gBopel Gerom.

IlogHsB pyKy, OoH npuBercTBoBal Pamces, ToT poranancs
otBeTuTh. U TyT Xe oduuep oobsBui:

— Baie BepxoBHoe Morywiecto! Hau Besiukmii MMnepaTop
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IMupan orow€n K Ilocneaguum Bparam. B JloMe nposByyamm
npoujanbHele Tpyobl. Ceityac TpyObl NpPH3BIBAIOT KPOBHOIO
HacyienHuka. Jla 6yner nparneHHe Balliero MOTYLIECTBA JOJITHM
H ACHBIM!

Hrak, ymyparoumii umneparop HakoHelu yMmep! Ho B Jlome
NpoBO3I7IallAloT MMIlepaTopoM He Kackapa!

PamMceii B3su1 cebs B pyku, 3ameTuB, yto Oyamn caenan osa
LIara Bniepéll, Kak OyaTo XoTen oTBecTH odHliepa B CTOPOHY H
NOTOBOPHTH C HUM HaeauHe. Ho BpeMeHM 1 neperoBopoB He
ocTanock. Y napTHM UMIepaTpHLbl Harotose bepran, Boamox-
HO, yXe B 3Ty MHHYTY ero koponyior. lllancel Pamces Ha
6e30nMacHOCTb B 3TOM MMpE YMEHBUIWIHCh — HarnoJIOBHHY,
€C/IM He Ha IBe TpeTH.

— A nyMalo, TaM NpHBETCTBYIOT He npuHua Kackapa... —
BriepBble OYyayul B3sUT HHUIIMATHUBY B CBOM PYKH.

Odmuep ockami 3yonl B rpumMace.

— Ila, Baiie pocrouscrBo. Ha Mecte ®aroB crout npHHL
bepran. Ho OoH ew€ He man xiATBY.

INocabnuamics Bo36y:XKn€HHbIEe BOCKIIMLIAHHS, IBOP 3aroMo-
HWI. A Oyau onsATh 3a4aj1 BONpoc, KOTOPhIM 6bUT Ha yMe U Y
Pamces.

— Ho w1, Ixacym, sBwics B BunuH, yrobsl yBUAETH TOTO,
KTo 0ObsiBNIeH MEpTBLIM. UTOo npuBeno Teds ciona U3 Jloma?

— CrnoBo IlpocBeli€HHBIX, Baule OocToMHCTBO. Ko MHe
npyuén Houblo [1pocBeluEHHBIN cO cl0OBaMM: Halll NPHHLL Ha
caMoM Jejie He MEPTB, HO CKpbLIBAICA U TeNepb HaXOOHTCS B
Buanne. Y nosroMy, MOHNMasi, YTO OH IOJDKEH Y3HaTb... Bale
BEpXOBHOe MoryiectBo! — Jlxacym obpaTwics Henocpen-
cTBeHHO K Pamcelo. — CKopo npHHecyT TpHCATy 3TOMY
caMO3BaHIIy. YXe rOTOBHTCS ero KopoHoBaHMe B 3ane Ceera, a
cpasy Bcled 3a 3THM — ero 6pak ¢ repuoruHeii OnupoyHa.
Ecnu oH ycreeT KOpOHOBaThCS M XXEHMTbCSl, MHOTVE BEepHbIE
Kackapy He cTraHyT NOIHMMaTbh OpYXHe, YTOOBl He pPacKosoThb
VYnag.

166



Ovajut normaawi noabopoNoK LIMPOKOH JIATOHBIO.

— IlponnuarenbHoe Habmoneuue, IxacyM. HUHTepecHo,
noyeMy 3To coobllieHHe NpHUHEC TOMLKO Thl. [OBOpsIIIME npo-
BOJIa HHYETO He AosioxXWwm B BunuH. Ho, KoHeyHO, BO3MOXHO,
310 Aenaercs B JloMe crnielManbHO, KaK THl M CKa3ald, YTOObI
BEpHbIE BUAMHILI HE HMEJIH BpeMEHH U1 Bo3paXeHHit. Baiue
BEPXOBHOE MOIYLIECTBO, — obparwics oH K PaMcelo, — mycTb
PpacrnpocTpaHUTCA HOBOCTb B BuauHe, mycts HeMeIEeHHO npo-
rpemaT Tpyobl. CaMo3BaHell He csiieT Ha TpOH 6e3 eaMHOro
CJIOBA MpOTeCTa. A KOra CTaHeT M3BECTHO O IpoTecTte, CTOJ-
KHOBeHHe ¢ npuHUeM bepraioM craHeT HeM30eXXHBIM — MOXET,
Ilocnennuii Brizos.

Pamceit NoHSATHA He UMeJl, YTO UMeeT B BUay Ovasul B cBoeit
niocneaHdeit ¢pase, HO TOT IPOM3HEC 3TH CJIOBA HACTOJILKO
noAyEpKHyTo, yro Pamceil goranbBajica, YTO TaK Ha3bIBAlOT
NpoBO3IIallieHHe KpaifHeil BpaXabl ¥ CONPOTHRICHHUSA.

— IlpoBenéM coBeT, KaK M CKa3aHO, Ballieé BEpPXOBHOE
MoryuiectBo. Hamo marb 3HaThb TBICAYHHKAM, HET, AaXe H
COTHHKaM, 4YTo6bl Bce cobpannch ¥ NMpPOSBHIM CBOIO BEPHOCTb.

— Jla 6ymeT Tak, — C rOoTOBHOCTbIO coracwicsa Pamcei,
XOTAl Y HEro NOSBWIOCH OLUYLIEHHE, YTO OH YTpaTWI BCSKHMA
KOHTPOJIb Hall CUTYalMeil ¥ BIacTb CHOBA He3aMeTHO Mepeluia
B pyku Oyajuia, KaK ¥ pacCYMTHIBA/I BEpXOBHbIH coBeTHHK. U
JIOTOMY C XOJIOOKOM BHyTpH PaMceit cHoBa pacmycTun aBop.
OH cMoTpeJ, KaK OAHMH 3a APYTHM NPHIBOPHBIE BBIXOASAT M3
3ana. HakoHeuronn ¢ O4aioM ocTaauch OOHH.

Kak HH xoTen HenaBHO Pamceit 3Toli BcTpeyM HaeamHe,
ceifyac OH C panocTblo omioXwi 6b1 e€. Ho oH nonuman, yro
JOJDKeH Xnath, yro6sl Oyamwn cam Hayan pasropop. OHowa
OOJDKeH 6bU1 MOHATb, YTO cOoOMpaercsl NpeanpHHSTL BEPXOB-
HbIA COBETHHK.

— Bpems... — Ouann nepecran maguTh NoAGOPONOK, Te-
niepb OH ABYMS NaJIbLiaMH YLUMITHYJ TOJICTYIO HYDKHIOIO Ty0y. —
Cxombko y Hac BpeMeHH? [loackazamm i Tebe yTO-HHOYHD,
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muutopa, [1poceewiénHbie? MBI O/DKHBI KAK-TO BBIMIPaTh Bpe-
Msl... — OH KakK OyATo paccyxaan BCIyX.

Ho Pawmceit nonaran, yro BepXOBHBI# COBETHHK HHKOrIa
HHMYEro He TOBOPHUT 3psl, OH NOCTOSIHHO CJIEAHUT M 332 CBOMMH-
CJIOBAMM M 332 T€M YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOMY OHM apecOBaHbl.

— Msue ckasannu, — PaMceit Hayan orBeyaTh OCTOPOXHO,
PelUUB XOTA Obl OTYACTH CKa3aTh NpaBay, — CKa3ajM, YTo Mos
JIMYHOCTb MMeEET OTPOMHOE 3HayeHHWe Wia Oyaylumx coObITHIA,
YTO BLIGOp, KOTOPLIA 1 ClieNalo, B CBOIO ouepedb MPUBEAET K
HM3MEHEHHAM B OyayuieM, Kotopble caMi [IpocBelliEHHbIE HE B
CHIaxX NpeaBUAETD.

— Kackap... — Oyau1 HaMepeHHO HETOPOIUTHBO OCMOTpE
€ro C HOT 0 TOJIOBBI M C IojIoBbl 10 HOT. — 2KH3Hb... BCpHee,
CMepThb cTanM Tebe M3BECTHHI TaK, KAK OHW He U3BECTHBI HaM,
npocThiM cMepTHbIM. CHayana Tbl yMep M JieXal B MOc/ICAHEM
cHe B 3ane YMepuuux Ilosenurteneii.

3aTeM ¢ HacTyIUIEeHHEM [HS ObUIO OOHApyXEeHO, YTO YeTbipe
CTPaXHHKA, IBHO OKOJIOBaHHble, HUYEro He NMOMHSILHE, OX~
paHsoT nyctoit rpo6. Hesexas! rosopwin, yro Kackap Bockpec.
ToBopuwIM O Yyae, TAaKOM, KaKHe NPOMCXOOWIH B APEBHOCTH.
Ho ecnun Kackap Bockpec ¥ cHOBa NpoUIEN 10 CBOEH 3eMJie, ero
HHMKTO HE BHAEJL.

IlotoM ObUTO OOHApyXeHO Tesno, Ha 3TOT pa3 B TaKOM
COCTOSIHMH, YTO TOJILKO MO ofeXAe M HEKOTOpbIM 0COGCHHOC-
TAM (PUIypsl OBUIO YCTAHOBJIEHO, YTO 3TO NMpONaBLUMIi NPHHLL
Kasanocs, Kackap neiicTBUTE/IBHO BOCCTaN M3 MEPTBBIX, MOXET
OBITb, HUYETO HE CO3HaBasi, OTOLIEN OT CBOEro rpo6a M BbINal
B OKHO. MoXeT, BCTpeya co cMepTbIo ybeaunaa ero B TOM, YTO
Te, KTo nodsiBan y [Mocnennnx Bpar, nocTofiHble noapakaHus
JoaH 6osblIc He MOYHHSIOTCS OrPAaHUYEHHSIM 3TOTO MHpa U
MOTIyT cBOOOAHO BO3HOCHTLCA Ha Hebo. [loeecpHB B 31O, nony-
MEPTBbIH NPUHL PELWT JOKA3aTb, YTO JIereHALI TOBOPSIT NpaBay,
HO Y3H&JI TOJIBKO, YTO €lU¢ He U36aBWICA OT CBOETrOo OpCHHOIO
CMEPTHOIO TeJa.
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Hrak, o6Hapyxuioch 1€10, KOTOpPOe TOPXKECTBEHHO norpe6-
JIM — C BHEUWIHUMH BBIPAXKEHUSMH IEYIH, HO C BHYTPEHHUM
yaorneTBopeHHeM. Oyasul, — COBETHHK MPAYyHO YJIbIOHY/ICH, —
6bL1 onypayeH, nepeurpaH. O4eHb XMTPO ChIFPaHoO, a Te, Y KOro
BO3HUKJIY TNMOAO3PEHMs, NMPEANOWIN AepXaTh A3bIK 32 3yOaMH.
Ho BoT notepsnHblit Kackap... MOXHO cKa3aTb, «NOrpe6éH-
HbIf», CTOUT B CBOEM [BOpLE B NpeJaHHOM eMy BuawHe u
FOTOBMTCS BO3MIAaBUTh MOXOA MpPEJaHHbIX eMy Jioaed NpOTHUB
y3ypnaropa.

OH 6pocun B3rsin Ha Pamces.

— To1 roBopun o INpoceewi€HHbX. He cTaHy coMHeBaTbCs B
TBoMX cnoBax. M3BecTHO, YTO OHM UIPAIOT B CIOXHBIE UIPBI,
He BCAKMIT MoXeT UX pasraaatb. OHM roBopsT, yto Thl Kackap.
HaMm npuxoaurcs npusHars Bropoe uyno. Ho, Bo3amMoxHo, naxe
IMpocBeIEHHbIE HE MOTYT NpeaBUIETb BCE NOCJAEACTBHS Yyaec.
Co BpeMCHEM Mbl 3TO YBHAMM.

BpeMmsi... — COBETHHMK BepHy/cA K CBOEMy NepBOMY YTBEP-
XaeHuo. — Ham HyxHo BpeMsi. HUKTO He MOXeT 3acTaBUTHL
BcTeEp, BOAY, ¢iaep, KOpabnb WIK pesibCOBbINH Noe3a ABUraThCH
OnicTpee, YeM TOT MOXeT. 1 He TpaTWI BpeMEHH 3ps, BEPXOB-
Hoe MoryulecTBo. Sl nokaxy, uro Oyaula He JIErKO CHSITb C
urpoBoit gocku. [laxe I1pocBelUEHHBIM.

I'nasa 14
— OaHako MoxoXxe Ha To, YTO BpeMEHHU-TO Y Hac Kak pa3 U
HCT, BCPXOBHbIIf COBETHMK, — mnomuepkHyn Pamceit. — Tl

TOBOPHILb, YTO MOE nosBieHue B BunuHe — yyno. Koneuno,
HO BCCTbL 06 3TOM yyae AOJ/DKHA CKopee pacrnpocTPaHUTLCA 3a
npeaenamMy Buanna, ccam Mbl He XOoTMM, yToObl Bepran 6bLn
KOPOHOBAaH 3aKOHHO, — OH MCKAJ Ha oluynb. OYeBHAHO, YTO-
TO CKpbIBAJIOCh 3a 032604eHHOCTbIO Ouana BpEMEHEM. —
Cxonbko TebGe HyXHO BpeMEHH, 4YTOObl TBOH IUIAaH NPHMHEC
XesnaeMble Tuioabl?
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BepxoBHbIii COBETHUK A0NATro He oTBeyal. CHOBA YLIMITHYJ
HUXHIO IyOy 60MbLIMM M YKA3aTCNbHBIM NajbLIaMH.

— Kaxercs, Ha Bpemst [IpocBeluéHHbIE Ha TBOEH CTOPOHE.
Wnn ux xenaHne 6pocHTh Gonbluod KaMeHb B Mpyn Ynana,
cMellaTh TaM Bee Jefia paGoraeT Ha Tebs1. UTo KacaeTcs BpeMe-
HH — MOXET ObITb, INATH OHENA...

OH onAaTb Hayan UrpaTth ONecTAUIMM KioyoM, U Pamceit
oTBEn B3rsa. Oy4ann cHOBa 3aroBOPHIL.

— Ko TB1? — OH 3a1a7 Bompoc NnpsiMo, KakK 6yaTo caMa €ro
npocToTa o6eCneYUT NpaBIUBLINA OTBET.

PaMceii o6Hapyxau1, YyTo ceifyac yabplbaThesl eMy cTalo ro-
pas3no TpydHe#, 4eM paHbLUe.

— Kackap, n3bexaBumii 60J1bLUIOI ONAaCHOCTH W SBUBLLIHIA-
cs moTpeboBaTh TO, YTO NMPHHALIEXUT eMy MO Npasy.

Oyain McnycTWn CTpaHHbIM 3BYK. Ecin ©b1 He mosiHoe
OTCYTCTBHE BecCeJIbsl, €0 MOXHO 6bUTO 6bI MPUHATL 332 CMEX.

— Xopoumii OTBET, BEPXOBHOE MOTy1ecTBO. Thl FrOBOpHIIIb,
yro Tbl Kackap, 3Hauut, u 6yaewn Kackapom. Ho g mymalo,
NOHUMaEUTb JIM Thl, YTO CJIMIIKOM TOPOTUTMBO NPOTSIHYJ PYKY K
kopoHe. Ecnn Thl Mpéwp Ha nosoay y ITpocBell€HHBIX, Te6s
MOXHO TOXAJIETh...

— IlpenynpexneHHe, BEpXOBHLIH COBETHMK? — CIpOCHI
Pamceii. — S npuHuMalo ero 3a BblpaXeHHe TBoeH 03abo4eH-
HoOcTH. 1 3Hal0 To/bKO, YTO B JIoMe 3acesu Te, C KeM 5 JOJDKEH
cBecTH c4€Thl. Ecii MHe noHano6uTcs, YTo6bl NPUOINU3NTLCA K
LieJM, noTpeboBaTh coOMoOAeHUsT MOUX NpaB, 1 NEPeKpPHYY BCe
TBOM Tpy6rl. Bynb yBepeH B 3TOM. A Ha 4TO TebGe HyXHBI NATh
IHei? — OH MbITAICS Y3HATh NPaBIy, €C/IH MOXHO PacCYMTbI-
BaTb Ha Kakylo-10 npasay ot Ouasia.

— Opyxue c cesepa, — TaK X€ OTKPOBEHHO OTBETHI
BEPXOBHbLIN COBETHMK. — Hauwn HoBoe opyxue, ewE He
MCTIbITaHHOE B OOJIBLUIMX OMTBaX, HO MOLIHOE, KAK NOKJaabIBa~
IOT MOHM J1a3yTYHKHM. TOproBLbl C ceBepa XBacTalOT €ro
3¢ GEKTUBHOCTBIO, U €CJIM OHH TOBOPAT MNpagray...
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— Ero ucnerranu B AeifctBun? — PaMcelt nmocrapaics He
NpoSBIATL 0coboro HHTepeca. B kakoM aeitctBun? Yro eciu
OTCIO/Ia MX BOJIBHOE OOLLECTBO 6e3XaIOCTHO 0OpeKIM Ha cMepTh?
MoxeT, 3T0 ObUla TONBKO HEMOHCTPALMSA OPYXHs, YTOObI
NMPOMU3BECTH BIICYATIEHUE HA TaKUX MNoKymarene, kak Oyamwn?

— Hcnbitanyn, — noaTsepans BepXoBHbIH COBETHHUK. — Ero
cuna pokasaHa. He 3Halo, Kakue ewé TaWHbl MMeEloTcs Y
ceBepsdH, HO TAKOC OpYXHE He BMAAHO CO BpeMEH Bemmkoi
Opbl.

— Ho roBopAT, MMEHHO TakKoe OpyXHe OCTaBWIO MHp
noMyMEPTBLIM, — 3aMeTW1 PaMceit. — Jlaxke camblii yectosmo-
OMBBI 4YeNoBEK paad BJAACTM B YJaJe He pelInuTCcs MM
BOCIOJIL30BaThCA!

— Her, 310 He AbcomoTHoe 3amnpetHoe. [lo cpaBHeHMIO C
HUM 3TO KaMelIKH M3 poraTku Maip4yMiiKu. HMcnomssoBaHue
3TOro opyxus He HapywaeT Beuynbni 3aser 2KuBbiM. BooGiite-
TO, 3TO NPOCTasi MOAN(HKALIMS YXKE H3BECTHOTO OPYXHs, — HO
Oyan He cTaj BAaBaTeCsl B MOAPOGHOCTH.

— W Ha KOM IeMOHCTPMpPOBAIOCH 3TO HOBOe opyxue? —
HactauBan Pamceii.

Oyau1 noxan rieyaMu.

— B He3HayuTenbHOI#M cThIYKe. B 6010 Mexay mipaTtamMu u
HaéMHHKaMH TaHTaHTa M3 NorpaHMYHbBIX paiioHoB OnHpoyHa.
KoHeyHo, B HaIMX MHTepecax, yrobbl BHMMaHue OnupoyHa
6bUIO 3aHATO HaberaMu Ha ero rpaHmupl. Henbss moaaepxum-
BaThb HE3aBUCHMMOCTb repuorctsa. Ho HHMKaKuX SBHBIX
HapylIeHHiA.

T'oBops 3TO, BEpAOBHbBIN COBETHMK NPHCTAIbHO Habmiozan
3a Pamceem.

— B 6ynywem, Koraa repuorvHs Texna BoIAeT 3aMyXx 3a
rnoBe/TUTeENs YNnana, Takue ena cieayeT OpraHM30BbIBaTh He3a-
MeTHe#l. He HyxHbI 6yayT BropXeHHs, — cKasan Pamceil.

— CosepiuieHo BepHo. Ho 310 xopowto, yro QmmpoyH
3aHAT CBOMMM BHYTPEHHHMH TPYTHOCTSIMM A0 G1aronpusrHoro
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Opaka. Hyx#Ho mMiup npeaoTBpaTHTh OEHCTBHA TaKMX, KakK
TaHTaHT, npuBJieYeHUe HaéMHUKOB. [1o3TOMY 3CBITAHME OpY-
XM JOCTHIJIO cpa3y IBYX HYXHBbIX pe3ynbratoB. He mymaio,
yToObl TaHTAHT HALLEN KaKoe-JIH0O0 Apyroe BOJIbHOE OOLIECTBO,
KOTopoe Ternepb NPUMET ero Npea/IoXeHHUe, a MUpaTs! JInHapka
Tenepb OyayT 3aHATHI...

— Iuparsl! — nosropun Pamceit. — UM nepenanm opyxme?
Pa3Be 310 He onacHo? — npo ce6s OH yaMBISUICA COBCTBEHHO-
My cniokorcTBHio. Co3HaHMe TOro, Yyro OoifHS Ha CKaNKCTOM
rpsize 6bUia BCEro JIMLIb CO3HATENbHBIM 3KCIIEPUMEHTOM, BbI-
3BaJI0 TaKOil I'HEB, C KOTOPBIM paHbllle OH Obl He crpaBuWCS.
ObcyxnaTbh CIIOKOIHHO CMEpPTb JIIOAEH, NMPUHSBLUKX €10 TOBapH-
1LEM, UX CMEPTb — KaK pe3y/bTaT JEMOHCTPALIMH opyxas!.. OH
BHYTPEHHEe KMIeJl ¥ cpaXalicd C COOCTBEHHLIMH 3MOLMSAMM.
HMmMnepaTpyua M miaMaH — OHM MOTJTH 06peyb OIHOTIO YesloBe-
Ka Ha M3rHaHMe, a NOTOM Ha CMepTb OT PYKH HAEMHOIO
yOMiiLIbl, YCIIOKauBasi CBOIO COBECTb «a10jroM». A Ovasut o6pek
Ha CMEpTh MHOXECTBO JLOAEH TONbKO INOTOMY, YTO 3TO YAOB-
JIETBOPSET €ro yecrojiodue...

— 3HayuuT, ecnu y Tcbs OyneT nATh OHCH, Thl cOOMpaeLLbCs
BBLICTYTIMTL Ha JIoM c 3TMM opyxuem? — BHELLHE CIOKOIHO
cnpocun Pamceii.

OH HacTonbLKO ObUT 3aHAT GOpLOOI CO CBOMMH YYBCTBAMM,
YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 He OYEHb TLUATE/JbHO noadupan cnosa.

— 51, BepxosHoe MorywecTBo? — OuaLn noKayan rosioBoil.
— Mos BnacTb — TONBKO TeHb TBOeH 3aKOHHOM BRnacTH. A
OTHAAI0 NMPHKa3bl TOJLKO TBOMM HMEHEM...

PaMmceio He HyxHo ObL10 OJaxe 3aKpblBaTh Fiasza. Mexay
HUM ¥ OyauloM CNOBHO BO3HMKIA nayruiHa wunosuii. OH
BHIEN HE 3TON0 CWILHOIO 4YeJIOBEKa, BOITUIOLIEHHE XAKAbI
BJIACTH, a XENTbIH TyMaH, B KOTOPOM HM3BMBAJIMCh M KPHYIH
JIIOAU. D10 OBUIO He BUIEHME M3 CHa, HO 3pelIvlle 3aneyarlie-
JIoCh B NMaMSATH TaK Xe MNMPOYHO, KaK nociaHHble OcHTecoM
CHbI, C KOTOPLIX ¥ HAyalcsl BeCh 3TOT KOLUMap.
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HeiictBoBaTh coBMecTHO ¢ OyauioM, UCTONbL30BaTh ero? OH
6bL1 T, NMoBepUB B BO3MOXHOCTb 3TOro. B HoBoM Mupe y
HEro HET HU OJHOIO YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPOMY OH CMOT Obl noBe-
pUTh, KpoMe [lemaHa. A KamMTaH JIEXHT OAIEKO, paHbl He
MO3BOJISIIOT HEMeUIEHHO NMpHU3BaTh ero. Ha cekynny wm nBe,
OCO3HaB CBOE BeNM4Yaiilllee omMHoYecTBO, Pamceit mcmbrman
Hacrosiluee NMOTpsICEHHeE.

OH He co3HaBaJl, YTO MOLIATHY/ICS YU B MOUCKAX MOAAEPXKH
yXBaTWICS 3a TOMAJIOKOTHHK MaccHBHoro TpoHa. Ho Tyr xe
3aMCTWI YCTPEMJIEHHBIE Ha HEro NMpHCTajibHbIe XallHble I71a3a
Ouyamna. Pamceii He ocMenwics TNOAYMaTh, YTO XK€ TNOHSUI
BEPXOBHBII1 COBETHHMK 3a 3TH HECKOJILKO CEKYH, KOraa IoHola
yTpaTW1 caMmoKoHTponb. Ho, HecoMHeHHO, Oyann nosepui,
YTO MMeEET OeNo ¢ elE oaHuM cnabuiM npuHueM. U Pamceii
MOHsUI, YTO OTHBIHE, YTO Ol OH HH Aenajl, BHELUHE €My
NpUAETCS BbINMOJHATh NpemnoxeHns Oyanna.

[Tocnarb TyMaH, 3T0 XyTKoe IuiaMs Ha JIoM — HeMbICIHMO!
3Halot au [IpocBewénHble, 4to Iwianupyer Ouyamn? Ecam
3HAIOT, OHM OOJDKHbI ObUTH noayMaTb 06 3Tol NnpenaTenbCcKon
yrpo3e. OH caM HHYEM Hc 00s13aH MMIepaTpyLEe U e€ MapTHH.
BepHyrbcst B JIoM — 3HAYMT, BCTPETHTLCA C HamnaleHHEM
apyroro HaéMHoro youiiunl. Ho Kyna ew€ emy neparbes? [Jaxe
€C/IM OH cyMeeT CKpbIThcid M3 BuanHa Tak Xe BHE3anmHO M
TAaMHCTBEHHO, KiK INMOSBWJICSH, €0 BU3MUT CloAa, OTKPbITOE NMpH-
3HaHMe Ouyasna npu OBOpe AaAyT BEPXOBHOMY COBCTHHUKY
MpaBo AEiCTBOBATh OT ero UMcHH. HHUKTO He yCOMHUTCH B
MpPHKAa3axX, OTAAHHBIX UM UMEHEM HMIlepaTopa.

— Ilate nHeit... — PaMceil yxsaTuncs 3a mnepBblil Xe
npepior. — IaTb AHe# — 310 canuikoM aoaro. Ecan beprana
NMpPOBO3ITIacAT HMIICPAaTOPOM, MHOI'ME, KaK ObL10 CKa3aHO, KO-
TOpblc HE MOAACPXHUBAIOT MOETO JOPOroro KyscHa, NepeMeHsT
CBOE MHEHHe, YyToObl HE pPacKo/oTh Yiaa.

— Kakos Toraa TBo#i orBer? — cnpocun Ouann.

— Ma1 ¢ TOGOI, BepXOBHbIH COBETHHK, B CONPOBOXIEHHH
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IBOpSIH, KOTOpble MONEPXKMBAIOT Hallle NpaBoe Oejo, OTnpa-
BuMcsa B Jlom. He yrpoxas, a BeiaBurasi TpeGoBaHue, KoTopoe
HE OCTIOPUT HHUKTO.

HOHoma Habmonan, ocMemurcs au Oyanwn Bospasute. Ho
BEPXOBHBbIM COBETHHMK KaK 6ynTo 6bL1 OTOB K TAKOMY BbI3OBY.

— Tsl oTnparngeuiscs NpsMo B JIOTOBO Bpara, BEpXOBHOE
MorywectBo. Ho xpabpocTs — npuBwiernss UCTHHHOIO UMIIe-
patopa, a ecam Tebs OymeTr okpyXaTbh BepHasl cTpaxa, TaiiHO K
Tebc He noabepyrcsi. M He mocMeloT OTKPBLITO OCNApUBaTh
npaBa Kackapa. Koraa Thl Xoyewb OTIpaBUTLCA?

— HemeanenHo, Kak TonbKo Bcé 6yacT rotoBo, — Pamcei
He coMHeBaics, YyTo Y Oyauia ecTb CBOM CTOPOHHMKH, KOTO-
pbic HMcrioNHAT mioboit cro npukas. Ho cam oH nomyuur
nepeabilky... s yero? OH He 3Han. EanMHcTBEHHOE yTelue-
Hue — Ouyan noeler ¢ HUMM, M BHIOCHME TyMaHa M OrHSA,
HaIBHraloLIHXCA Ha TOpoll, He OCYLECTBUTCS.

®naep, xotoprii yHEC MX M3 pe3maeHuMH Kackapa, 6but
Gonblie ¥ POCKOLIHee NpeablayluX. B HEM UMesoch HeCKOMb-
KO KAIOT C pa3IM4HbIMM NpucnocobnennsiMu. Pamceit 3ametin,
caasch, 4To Ha diacpe ToporUIMBO HapHCOBAIH repbd — cBHpe-
MyI0 MTHULY, KOTOPYIO OH BuAE/J Ha MaHeasx aBopua. BepHric
JIIOAM KaK OyATO CTpEMWINCh, YTOObI €ro NOSIRNEHHE COOTBET-
CTBOBAJIO €10 paHIy, YToObl ObUIM NMpeACTaBIEHbl BCE CHMBOJIBI
33KOHHOTIO TpaBHTENA.

«[Mnowans IMpoeosrnawennsn?» Tak kak Oyann He noxenan
CECTb Ha MsITKHE NMOAYLIKH MecTa, NnpeioXeHHoro eMy Pamce-
€M, TO Tenepb BEPXOBHOMY COBETHUKY NPHUXOAWIOCH BCTABATh U
HarubaThes, Yyro6bl 3a1aTh BONMPOC CO CBOETro Gonee HU3KOTO U
TBEPAOTO CHACHMS.

PaMceii, 1OBO/IbHBIN, YTO pelUMA OAHY U3 CBOMX npobGneM,
xuBHYN. Ero no atoro Gecnokowno, YTo OH NOSIBUTCA BO
asopue JlomMa He3ameTHO mna ropoxaH. Ho npusemnenue Ha
«[Inomann I[NpoBo3rnalieHns» OTKPLITO 3asIBUT O HaCJIeAHHKe
TIpecTona, 4YTO AOJDKHO YIORIETBOPHTb GOJBILIMHCTBO Mo6op-
HHUKOB IJIACHOCTH.

174



Comacusiuincek ¢ OgajuioMm, I0HOIIA, OYEBHIHO, OCTaNCH
MPCAOCTABJIEHHBII caMoMy cebe, MOTOMY YTO BEpXOBHEIH CO-
BETHHK ceJl, 3aKpbUl IV1a3a U SIBHO HE XOTeJl pa3roBapHBaTh.
Pamceli Toxe 3akpbul masza. YTo OHM eMy IOBOpWIH, 3TH
HenocTixuMsble [Ipoceew€nnrie? Bunets cHbi? Ho oH Tak m
He Hay4yWICsl BbI3LIBATh CHBI IO CBOCH BoJE.

OH cTas1 BCNOMUHATh NOAPOOGHOCTH CBOECit BCTpEeYH ¢ DAaiic,
BCTIOMHWI, KaK MCJILKAIU €€ PYKH, NepeKIanbiBas KapThl, KaKk
KOCHYJIMCb NMOCJIENHHUX, NpPEACKa3bIBAIOIIMX ero cyasdy. Cynb-
0a — ga, 1 Crpax, 1 CHbL.. ¥ JuMuwb cnaboe obGellaHue
Hanexnp! B KoH1Ie.

CoO6bITHSI pa3BMBAIOTCS CJIMUIKOM OBICTPO, a OH TaK Majlo
3HaeT. Kak 6ynTo cienbiM yyacTByellb B CPaXXE€HHH, B TO BpeMA
KAK Te, ¢ KEM OH CTAJKMBaeTcsi, obnajaloT M 3peHHEM, H
uemblo. Y PaMces 6bu1a paHblie TOJNBKO OfHA LieJIb — CMNacTH
wkypy Pamces Kum6na. Tenepr MM ABMralio cTpemieHue
CracTH ropofl, MOXeT 6bITh, Uenbli Hapoa. Ero por ropeko
ckpuBwics. YTo nobGyanno ero moamaTeCsi THEBY, KOTOPBIA
BbI3BAIO HebpexHoe OoObACHEHHE MO MOBOAY HOBONO OpPYXHs
Ovyanna?

OH He 3HaN pacCTOSIHMHA MexXay 3O€lIHHMH TopoaaMH,
OIHAKO €ro yauBWIA KpaTKocTb mepenéra. HasepHoe, Ovamn
NpMIKa3an JieTeTh Ha MpeaciabHOM CKOpocTH. PaMceit eweé mbl-
TA/CA TPUBECTH MBICAH B MNOPAIOK, Koraa ¢aep yxe Hayal
CMYCKATLCS 10 CITUPAJIH.

BoraTo ykpallCHHBIC CTEHbl KalOThl ObUIM JIMLIEHBI OKOH.
PaMceii cuaen HenoAaBKHO. OHM MOTYT CITyCTHTBCS TNPSMO B
PYKH nomkunaiowero Bpara. Oyawi, Kasanoch, Npoyén ero
MBICTH; MOXeT, PaMces Bblaana Hanpsk€HHas nosa. Bepxos-
HBI COBETHHMK CKa3all:

— Ioxoxe, ipoBo/a A pa3sroBOPOB He NMepeaaloT coobile-
HUS B BuamH, HO Mbl paspellleHHE Ha IOCaIKy 3aMpOCHIH
OTKPHITO, BEpXOBHOE MOIYLIECTBO, — rosioc Oyasuia npo3isysan
capaoHu4ecKd. — Bynb yBepeH, JIoM 3HaeT, KTO NpHObIBaeT —
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OTKPBITO, KaK €MY M nono6aeT, npubLIBaeT 3aKOHHbIA BNacTH-
TeNb, a2 HE 3aXBaTYHK. '

PaMmceii He Halw€n B 3ToM Gonblioro yreweHusa. Ho oH
u3bpan pob MU HEe MO3BOJUT, YTOOBI BEPXOBHBI COBETHHK
BHIEJ, KAK OH OT He€ YKIOHSETCH.

— IlpaBWwibHO coenaHo, — 3aMCTWI OH.

— MsI canumces Ha wiowaan Yetnipéx I'epoeB, — nponon-
xan Ovyamn. — TyT HeT nNocamoyHOl IoLAnKH, HO I Hac
pacyMucTAT Heobxonumoe Mecto. Orciona Tebe ocTaHeTCs TOMb-
KO OTKpBITO B30HTH Ha Mecto BepxoBHbIX 3HaMEH M moka3athb
cebs BceM...

PaMcelo nmokasanoch, YTO OH YJNOBWI CTPaHHBIH B3Misd B
CBOEM HanpaBiieHHMH. He HamekaeT M BEpXOBHbBIH COBCTHMK,
YTO TAKMM OOpa3oM OH COBEPLUMT AeHCTBHE, KOTOpOe pa3 M
HaBCceraa COeJIacT ero umreparopoM Ynaaa?

Dnaep KocHYJCo 3eMIH, KOPIYC NepecTan apoxaTs. Pamceit
paccrerHyn peMeHb GezonacHocTH. OH C pagoCTLIO OTMETHII,
YTO PYKHM Y HEFO He apoxar. Beab oH yxe npolw€n yepes
noxoGHoe MCNBITAHME, KOrga Bbilien M3 ¢iaepa Ha Kpbllle
aBsopua B Bumine.

IOHowa Beran. Ero conpopoxaaiouine ABUHYJINCH K BbIXO-
ny. [lepBbIMM BBILLIM CTPAXHHMKH, TENEPh NOX KOMAHAOBAHHEM
Hxacyma. CTpaXHHKHM BBITAHYJIMCh Ha MOLUCHON IJoluanke
BHU3Y, 00pa3oBaB KOPHAOP, YePE3 KOTOPBIii NMPEACTOIIO NPOii-
1 Pamcelo-Kackapy.

OH HeroporuMBo ciycTwicsl. OHH IEHCTBUTENIBHO CENMH B
camoM LeHTpe JlomMa. Co Bcex CTOpPOH 4acTo, KaK OepeBbi
BOKpYT jautniia I1poceeluéHHbIX B Pollle, TeCHWIKCH BhicOKHe
3naHusd. CTEHbI M3 pXaBO-KPacHONO M TYCK/IO-CEPOTO KaMHS
YBELUMBAIM fpPKHME BBIMIIENBI M MOJIOCKM TKaHM. BbiMnensi,
IUIMHHbBIE, KAK JIEHTbI, WIEBENHIINCh Ha BETDY.

IIpsMo nepea HUM BO3BBILIANACh NMHPaMUIA U3 KPaCHOIO
KaMHd. PaMceit yxe 3Han, 4YTo Takie COOpPYyXEHHS OCTAINUCH OT
JereHaapHoro Benykoro Mupa. BepumHa ycey€éHHO# nmHpamMH-
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bl HallOMHHaNa TpeYroibHylo IwiatgopMy. Ilo kpasm rmnar-
¢opMbI CTOSIJIM llIeCTb INPOYHBIX CTONGOB, Ha KOTOPBIX
pa3BeBaTiCh NATb ¢naros. Lllecroii cTon6 6uu1 nMLEH ¢rara.
Ha nnardopMy BEn npon€r cryneHei, CrapyHHLIX, HCTOMNTaH-
HbIX. MecTo PnaroB BHIVISLAENO CYLIECTBYIOUIMM YXe MHOTHME
CTONETHS, OHO, BCpOSITHO, ObL10 ApeBHee camoro Jloma. Cpean
BCCX 3THX pasyKpallleHHbIX 3JaHMH NMMpaMKaa Ka3anach CTpaH-
HO OOHaXEHHOI.

PaMceii HeTopoOIUTHBO MOCTaBWI HOTY B yITyGneHUe NepBoii
CTyTNeHbKU. XOTSl OH HE CMOTpEJI N0 CTOPOHAM — UM ORJIAZENOo
OlIYIlIEHHE, YTO OH TOYHO 3HAeT, KaK Obl MOCTYMWI B TaKOM
cnyyae Kackap, mMnepatop VYnama, — Pamceii moHsn, yro
ynuusl JloMa He mycThlHHBI. Boxpyr cobpanack OrpoMHas
Tonmna. HuKTo U3 npuieTeBlUMX ¢ HUM U3 BuauHa He nocneno-
BaJI 32 HUM. BeposATHO, TONbKO BepXOBHOE MOTYILECTBO (KaKue
Xe Y HMX HeyKITIoXHe THUTYJIbI) MMeeT NMpaBo B3OMTH Ha nupa-
Muay.

Illym BHu3y ncpewi€n B p€s. PaMceil nponomkan NMogHM-
MaThes. Kaxablit liar oH nenan akkypaTHO ¥ HETOPOIUIHMBO, HeE
CMOTPS HHM Hanpaso, HH HaneBo. Tosna BHU3Y, ObITb MOXCT,
yXe NpUIroToBUIach pactep3aThb ero. Karis nora BhICTYNHIA Y
Hero Ha J1I6y nox JTHHMe#H YEPHBIX BOJIOC, NOMNOJ3JIa MO LIEKe.
Ho 10HOLWa coxpaHsu1 6ecCTPacTHOE BBIPAXEHHME M NPOIOJIKA
TIONHMMATLCS.

Bot oH poctHr BeplunHbl. CripaBa OT HEro okasaics cTosib
C XEnTbiM ¢naroM, reoMeTpM4YECKM TOYHO NEpEeYEPKHYTHIM
ApKo-3eNEHBIM KpecToM. Crepa ctosul cTonb 6e3 3HaMEHM.

Tak Xe HeTOPOIUIMBO, KaK noaHumaics, Pamceit mosepuyn-
c1 M TNOCMOTpPEN Ha ropol, KOTOpbIM cobGHpancs NpaBHTb
Kacxap. 'onosa ero 6su1a 06HaXeHa, TONLKO Ha 16y nobnecku-
BaJlo cepebpsHoe Konblo. HU xamiowoH, HU Macka 6osblue He
cKpbiBIM ero auuo. OH cTosul, clierka pacCTaBUB HOTH, IoO-
JIOXMB PYKY Ha PYKOSTb LIEpEMOHMAILHOIO Meya, H CMOTpen
BHHM3 M BAaJlb. '
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VBunen oH Mope JMll, NMOBEPHYTHIX B €10 HamnpamJIeHHH.
Jlaxe okHa coceHMX 30aHHIf 3aIIOJIHSUTH JIIOAH, U BCE CMOTpe-
Ji Ha Hero. Bee 3Tr B3msab! nponsseimi Ha PaMces Bneyatnenue
yAapa, O0HaKO OH 3Hal, YTO AOJKEH CTONTh OecCTpacTHO ‘M
BbIIEPXMBATh HX.

Tenepb Bce KpHyasiM, U OH pa3iHyal B 3TOM IPpOME, OTpa-
3UBLUEMCS] OT CTCH 30aHHi4, CBOE 3aMIMCTBOBAaHHOC UMS:

— Kackap! Kackap!

[NoTpeGoBanoch HECKOILKO CCKYHA, 4TOOLI OCO3HATD, YTO B
3TOM KpPHKe HET yIpo3bl. YaurieHHe — Aa. Eciu npu aBope
Kackapa u He ;mo6uwnH, ropoa He pasaesisil TAKOTO OTHOWEHMS.
W xorma oH MOOHS1 pyKy, NMPHUHUMAasi MPHUBETCTBHA, TO TO-
OyMasl, YTO BEepHbIC eMy JIIOOM eCTb He ToJbko B Buaune.
IIpuBeTCTBEHHBIN PEB JOCTHT AaXe CTEH OTAAIEHHOIO ABOPLA.

Kro-T0 Apyroit mogHMMaICsA MO M3HOLICHHBIM CTYTICHAM.
Pamceii yBuoen 4yesoBeKa B KOPOTKOIA, O4YeHDb APKOii ofexne, ¢
HM300pakeHUEM CBUpENoOi NTHUBI Yiaga Ha rpyau. 3ToT yeso-
BeK HEc Ha Iuleye por, Takoii GoJbLLOIf, YTO eMy NMPHXOAWIOCH
CTYTIaTb OCTPOXHO, 4YTOObI COXPaHHUTb paBHOBecHe. 3a HHMM
Moc/eaoBan ewé OaWH, OEThIH TaK XE M TOXE C POroM; 3TOT
BTOpOH TOJNBKO YTO BbllleA M3 PSOOB CTPaXi, COOMpasCh
MOJHUMAThCS.

Korzaa nBoe TpybGaueii JOCTHIVIN BEepLIMHBI MUpaMuabl, Pam-
ceit cnerka orcrymwl. OHH MOKIIOHWINCH €MY, Pa3BEPHYIINCH,
yTIEPNIUCH pacTpybaMH CBOMX HHCTPYMEHTOB B APEBHUI KAMEHbD
M NOAHEC/HN POTH KO pTY.

PEB ToNmBl nepexpruM MyGOKHMe HM3KMe 3ByKH. CIIOBHO
packKaThl IpoMa, TOJIbKO BOT Ty4 HHKAaKMX He ObuU1o; Pamces
SIDKO OCBELIAIO COJHLE. Tpikobl MOBTOPWIMCH 3TH 3BYKM.
Kpuxu ctixm, Hactynwia THumMHa. [lo-npexHeMy Bce amia
ObuTH ycTpeMieHB! K Pamcelo. Jliony Xaami, a oH He 3Hai Yyero!
Pyxa ero mépHynach B MaHHKE — 3TO Xe BCE 4YacTbh NpEBHEM
uepemoHuH. KoposneBsckue nBopbl NpoOHHM3aHbBl TaKMMM Liepe-
MOHMAMM, YaCTUYHO LIepeMOHHMH 00eCeYUBalOT 6e30NacHOCTh
npasuTeNeii. A OH He 3HaJ, YTO €My ceifyac AeaTh...
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U TyT K ero BenuyaiilieMy 06NerYeHHIO — B 3TO MOMEHT OH
naxe 3a0bUl O CBOEM HeOBEpHH K BCPXOBHOMY COBETHHKY, —
Oyan nogHsuics Bcaen 3a TpybGayamu. Ho He nomowén x
Pamcelo Ha BepuimHe nupamuabl. HanpoTus, nosepHyncs M-
LOM K TOJNe — HEJErKMiH MaHeBpP Ha CTapMHHBIX Y3KHMX
CTYNEHbKAX — W 3aroBOpWI:

— Cnyuwaitre MeHs, BepHble moau! Ha 3tom Mecre, Ha
mnowanu I'epoeB, Ha Mecte PnaroB, KOTOpoe HaXoAMTCS B
caMoM cepAle Ynana, s NMpoBO3MIALIAI0 HALLEro IocrnoaHHa
BCDXOBHLIM IpaBUTEJEM — Aa OyleT mox ero mparieHHEM
IUIOOPOZIHA 3eMJIsl, Aa OYZIeT OHA OpOllIEHa M 03apeHa 30JI0TOM
conHua! Ilo npaBy HacneaHuka Joma [IXXocTepHa HOCHTENb
XpOoBH caMoro npeBHero JlxocrepHa — Kackap — npuHuMaer
npaBieHye; U npasa ero Heocropumsl. IInpaH MuHosan Iloc-
JenHue Bpata — na nepeHecyT ero IUlaKaJblIMULI H
yTeHUTENbHHLB, — OYaul CKIOHWI TOJIOBY H CMOJK Ha
MTHOBEHHE, 3Ty NO03y TPaTHUHUOHHOIO INOYTEHHS NOBTOPWIH
BCE B TOJNE, — KaK MOXHO ObICTpee K BEYHOH XM3HH, K
panocTty u Gnarocnornenmio. Ilpu xu3Hu oH npusHan Kacka-
pa, MpuHUa BuanHa, cBOMM NOMIMHHLIM HacleJHUKOM IO
KpoBH M no ayxy. U nosroMmy Kackap crouT nepea BaMu Kak
BEPXOBHbIN TOBEIUTENb, XPaHUTEb YJiada, CTpaX M yTelUuM-
Tenb NO 3Ty CTOpPOHY Bpar misi Bcex CBOMX MNONJAHHBIX.
HWmnepatop yMep, umMneparop npuiuén!

YeThipeXxanl ONTYUIMTENBHO NporpeMeny Tpy6aun. M cHora
MOCJIbILUATHCh PAaOCTHbIE NIPUBETCTBEHHLIE KPHKH.

Jpoxs mpobexana no crmHe Pamcesa. o cux mop oH
CMOTpeJI Ha BcE NPOHCXOAdiliee KaK Ha ONacHYIO poJib B KaKo¥-
TO nbece. Ho Benb 310 — peanbHOCTb! CNMILIKOM BCE peanbHO!
On xe He Hactosnuuii Kackap; eMy 3axorenoch ybexars no-
Jajibllle OT 3THX NPUBETCTBCHHBIX KPMKOB. B Kako#l ceTH oH
sanmyrancs? JOHowa ¢ TpyaoM mioTHyn. Kpuku cranm Thwe...
JIo/DKHO GBITb, HApOM YETO-TO XAl OT HETo.

Pyka PaMces noaHsiace NouTH NMPOTUB €ro Boiu. B oTeer
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Ha 3TOT HEBOJIBHLINA XECT HacTynwia mmmia, KaK W nepeq
ciaoaMu Ovyauna.

OH nospKeH ObUT YTO-TO CKa3aThb... HoO HUYTO B NpouUIoM He
MOATOTOBMJIO €ro K TakoMy MoMeHTy. Hacrosmuero Kackapa
TILATEJIBHO BBILIKOMWIM Obl, NMOCTENCHHO NOABENM K 3TOMY
yacy, ero xe KonebaHus OynyT cpa3y 3aMedycHbl. CHOBa Ha HEro
HaBaJIWIACh TSDKECTb Mackapana. BepHble oo — 3TOT Tep-
MHH MMCET ONpPEACNEHHBIH CMBLICT B 3TOM MMpPC — KaK Yy3bl
yectd. Eciu PaMceit npHMMacT MX BEpHOCTDb, OH JOJDKEH YTO-
TO JaTh UM B3aMEH, 4YTOObl COXPaHHTb paBHOBecHe. HaunHan
OH, OyMasi TOJIbKO O cebe, 0 cBoeH Oe30macHOCTH, O CBOEH
JIMYHOM CXBaTKe C TEMH, KTO TaK 6¢3XaJIOCTHO BOCTOb30Basics
uM. Ho ecnm oH npuMer 1o, YyTO €My npeniaraetcs ceiyac, To
Oyner cBs3aH HaBceraa. OH M TakK 3alL€N CAMLIKOM IANEKo,
BO3BpaTa HET, €C/IM OH TOJILKO HE OTKAXKETCH OT BCero, 4Yro
HEeCET ¢ co00ii ero BHELLHOCTb. A 3TOTO OH He CMOXET Ce/aTh.

— BepHble moay Baliero uMmneparopa, — Pamceit nonbitan-
Csl TOBOPMTb YBEPEHHO, HE MNOABLICKMBAs CJIOBA, CJIIOBHO peYb
3T1a O6bUIa y HEro 3apaHee NoArotTosieHa. — BepHele Ynany. Hu
Ha 4YéM GonblueM He MOXET KIsAcTbesl HacheaHUK Jdoma [dxoc-
TepHa. [lepBeitlunii noar nposo3rauaeMoro — 6e30MnacHOCTb
¥Ynana ¥ BceX XMBYLUMX B €10 rpaHHLAX.

Kopotkas pedb 4, MOXeT, OBOJIbHO Heykmoxasi. Ho B atoT
MOMcHT PaMceii roBopin Tak cepbE3HO, KaK HHKOIAA B XH3HH.
Hacrtynuna tiunHa. M PaMmceli yxe Hayan aymarthb, YTo rae-To
B €r0 KOpOTKYI0 peyb BKpajach oliuOka. [loToM Havanuchk
MPUBETCTBEHHbIE KPHKHU...

Ho Bapyr B Tonne BHH3Y BO3HUKIIO M KAKOe-TO CMSITEHHe.
Bnepén npoOuBanach rpynna CTpaXXHMKOB, NpPOKIanbiBas B
Tonne faopory. My>XumnHb! W XEeHLUIMHBI PACCTYTIUTUCD N0 3TUM
HanopoMm. A BHYTpM rpynnbl Pamceii yBuaen pockolluHble Haps-.
bl npuaBopHbIX. HakoHeu u aBopeu caenan xona. Ho Pamceii
HEe BEpH, YTO Ha 3TOM OTKpBITOM OOLLECTBEHHOM MeCTe
BO3MOXHBI KaKMe-TO TaifHble HHTPHUIH.
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Y ocHOBaHUS MMpaMUAbI OAM U3 BUAMHA COMKHYIH pSabL.
Onnako Pamceil 3aMeTIU, YTO HACTPOEHBI OHM HE OYCHb
pewTenbHo. Bcé cuibHee pacxoAWwlIMch BOJIHBI OT NpHUGIH-
XaBlleiics LeneycTpeMIEHHOI rpynmbl. Tonna yxe pasnasanach
caMa, nponyckasi otpsaa. Joias oo cTpaxHMKOB M3 Buauua,
TpHILEJLIHE TOXE BLICTDOWIMCh B psil, CJIOBHO TOTOBSICH K
cxBatke. Pamceli caenan war Bnepéa: moO6bIMH CpeaCTBAMH OH
[OJDKEH BOCMPCISITCTBOBATH CTOJIKHOBEHHMIO. U TyT Xe moHsu,
YTO BMELIATENLCTBO — MO KpaiiHEH Mepe Ha ypoBHe cojjiar —
He noTtpebyercs.

Tenepb Bnepéa BbILWIM WITATCKHE, KOTOPBIX CONMPOBOXAATH
conaarsl. beptan... n Ocurec. IlpuHL onencs B anoe U 3o10T0€E,
sipKue LBeTa caMH 1o cebe 6pocany BbizoB. lllaman noxommn
'Ha TEHb 3J10TO NpeA3HAMEHOBaHHUs B CBOEH YEpHO-6eoi onex-
Ie, psOoM C OcCleNMUTeNbHBIM BenukojenueM bBeprana ona
Kasanach cKopee YEpHOI, yeM Genoii.

Crapoe muo 11aMaHa ObUIO, KaK Bceraa, GeccTpacTHO, HO
Bepran weén GarpoBselii OT 3710CTH, MOYTH OOHOIO LIBETA C €I0
anbIM HapsiaoM. lllaMaH nonoxun npUHUY pyKy Ha IUleYo, KaK
6yaTo npenocTeperast OT NOCNELIHBIX ASHCTBMIA, HO TOT Pe3KHMM
ZIBIDKEHHEM cOpPOCHII €ro pyKy M nobexan BBEPX MO CTYTICHSM,
BeayliuM K Mecty PDnaros.

1lym Tonnsl nepewwén B ponotr. OYyeBUAHO, BCE C HETEpne-
HileM 0XXMIAIM UCXOAa ApaMbl M COOMPANTHCE OLITh CBUAETE/AMH
BCTpPCUM COMEPHMKOB, NMPETCHAYIOWMX Ha TPOH Ynana.

PaMmceit ocraBancsa Ha Mecre. Bepran Mor ciryxuTh Boro-
weHHeM rHesa. OHM Moru Obl JaXe COWTHCL B ApaKe —
BEChbMa MOyYMTeNbHOe 3penmule ais Jloma. Pamceit 6bin yBe-
PEH, YTO CINpaBUTCS C pa3sTHEBAHHBIM TpHHLIEM 0e3 BCAKOIA
TIOMOLLUM CO CTOpOHbI cTpaxH. Ho eMy He xoTenoch nydonuyHo
y4acTBOBaTb B TAKOM HEIOCTOMHOM JAEHCTBUH.

bepran nepenppirBan yepe3 M3HOLUEHHble cTyneHU. Ocu-
Tec, HECMOTPS1 Ha BO3pacT Y UIHHHYIO CTECHSIIOLIYIO IBHXXCHUS
onexuy, He oTcTaBan oT npyHua. U ensa bepran, co ceepkalo-
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1IMMH OT THEeBa IVIa3aMM, C HCKAXEHHBIM HEHABHCTBIO PTOM,
JIOCTHT YpoBHs1 PaMces, Kak ero aorHan OcHrec.

— Camo3spaHell! — bepran TsDKeno Abllan, OH XBaTal pToM
BO30yX, U OOBMHEHHE €TI0 NMPO3BYYa/io HE TaK IPOMKO, KaK eMy
xoTenochb. — Cyiectso u3 cHoB! JlyMaellmb, Thl CMOXellb 31eCh
npaButh? Her, rosopsio s! M cBouMHM pykamMu nokaxy 3To!

OH BBIXBAaTWI LiepeMOHHaNbHbLF Mey. Pamceil nmaxe He
KOCHyJIcs1 cBoero opyxus. Cy3uBLIMMCSA B3MISIOM CJIEAWI OH
3a MPHHLIEM, Y KOTOPOIO B yIJiaX pTa nosBwiach neHa. Ecin
Bepran Hactonbko obe3ymen, 4To GpocHTCS Ha Hero ceifyac,
npuaETcs eMy NPMHUMaTb Ha cebs Bce MOCNeaCTBHUS.

Ho ocrtpue He yctpemuwiocs B rpyab Pamcero. bepran cxsa-
THN MeY He 3a PYKOATb, a 3a Jie3Bue ¥ 6pocwt Mey B Bo3ayx. He
B PaMces, Ho Ha xkaMHH. Mey ynapwics, CKOJIb3HYA H OCTPHEM
BIepENl OCTaHOBWICA y Hor Pamces.

I'nasa 15

Bc€ cTmxno, NMpHBETCTBEHHblE KPHUKH OGOpPBAIMCDH, JIMLIBL
uiesiecTesIo 3aTa€HHoe ObIXaHHe COTEH YeloBeK. 3To onpeac-
JIEHHO 6bU1 KaKO#H-TO (POpMAILHBINA BbI30B, HO PaMceii, cHoBa
3aXBaYCHHBIH CETHIO CBOETO HEMMOHUMaHMsl, He 3HaJ1, YTO Npea-
npuHATb. OOHAKO ec/iM OH KoJsebasics, TO 1aMaH JeHCTBOBaJl.

B pasBepawouieiica MaHTUM OcHTeC BCTal MeXAYy HUMH M
TBEpPAO NOCTaBWI HOIY Ha Mey.

— Het! — onHo cnoeo Bo3aBUIIO nperpany. Bepran ewé
6onblue nobarposesi, €cjiM 370 BO3MOXHO; PYKH €ro Henpous-
BOJILHO A€praymch. PaMce1o nokasanock, Y10 NMpHUHL COBEPLUEHHO
yrpatii caMootnaganue. OH rotoB 6pu1 OTTONKHYTL OcHTeca U
BLenmMTbC PaMcelo B roprno.

— JTo MOE mnpaBo, — 3aabIXasch, npowmnen bepran.

Ocurec KMBHYI.

— TBoé npaBo, corlacHO KofeKcy, ycTaHoBRlIeHHoMy Jlxoc-
TepHOM NpH ocHoBaHuM Bawero Jloma. Ho cefiyac He BpeMs u
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He MecTo, — Majiblbl €r0 COMKHY/JIMCh Ha NMPaBOM 3arsiCThe
NpHUHLA, ¥ XOTb NaIbLbl 3TH ObUTH Xynbl, PaMceii Bugen, yro
Bepran He MOXeT BbIpBaTLCH.

Ho cMmotpen wiaMaH Ha PaMcest, kak 6ynro bepran norepsin
ISl HETO BCSIKOE 3HaYyeHMe.

— To1 BepHyncsi,— Bbickasan OcHrec oyeBUOHoe. — Jlnst
Yero, YeJoBCK M3 CHOB?

Tak npoct ObL1 3TOT Bonpoc, 4to PaMceii 3anono3pun B HEM
KaKoMH-TO CKpbITbIN cMbicn. Ho noxoxe, 1waMaH aeiCTBUTE/b-
HO XZIaJ OTBETa.

— MoxeT, noToMy, 4TO 1 €ll€ He TOTOB CTaTh MEDPTBHIM
KackapoM, kak Tebe xotenoch 6w, — oTBeTwn Pamceit. — B
Hac BceX CKpbITO HeuTo, IIpocBel€HHbIN, YTO BCEr4a CONpo-
TUBISAETCS CMEPTH.

JIérkas TeHb Jeria Ha auUo waMaHa. OH cMoTpen Ha
Pamces, Tor orBeyan emy TBEpAbIM B3rsiaoM. IOHowa yyB-
CTBOBAJI, YTO MNpeacTabiaser coboi mpobreMy, o3amadyMBLIYIO
waMaHa. 1 B 3TOM 3aMellaTeNbCTBE HAlIEN ONOpY, KoTopast
TIO3BOJIWIA €My HOGABMTD:

— Baw HacnegHuk Opocun MHe BbI3oB. IloyeMy Obl He
TIO3BOJIMTh HaM CaMHMM pelIMTb BONpOC — 3[ech M ceifyac?
OrxpeiTo, nepen BceM Jlomom? C MeHs xBaTMT yOuiin B
Mackax, roToBbIX 6e3 MpeaynpexnaeHus yaapurb B criuHy. U He
ZAyMalo, YyToObl MOsI CMepTb 1o JI0O0oH NpHYUHE ceifyac NoMor-
Ja Obl BaM, nocje MyGIMYHOIO YTBEPXACHUSA MOMX IpaB...

— Teoux npas! — Bockankuyn Bepran. Fonoc ero 3anpoxan
OT ApOCTH. — Y Tebs HeT HMKaKMX NpaB, BapBap u3!..

JlomxHo 6b1Th, OcHTec 6ONBHO CXan eMy 3ansicTbe, NIOTOMY
yto Bepran cMopiuwics ot 6onu. bpocun spocTHLIN B3IVLA Ha
1IaMaHa, HO 3aMoJIyall. -

Tonoc Ocuteca nmo-npexHeMy 3By4al GeccTpacTHO.

— Tloxoxe, Kackap nposo3rnalu€H uMneparopoM, — 6e3
BCAKOIO BLID@XEHMS CKa3ajl OH, Ho PaMceili oTHIOOb He noBe-
P Tako# MOJIHOM M HEOXMIAHHON KanuTynsauyy. — Tenepb
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ero BepXOBHOMY MOTYLIECTBY ToOJIaracTcsi NpeacTaTb nepen
JBOpPOM, TNocJie TOIO KaK €ro NpUBETCTBOBAI Hapol.

Boitrn Bo mpopeu? Bce HaBepHsika OXMIAIOT OT HENo M
aroro, H Pamcelo nokasanoch, YTo y Hero HeT BriGopa. OH yxe
caenan npeayrnpexiaceHue, U ero npudomrkéHHble U3 BuauHa
nioanepXar ero, a MOXeT, TaKKe U Te, KTo ceif4ac MpUBETCTBO-
Basi ero B Jlome. Ecnu oH ceityac nornGHeT no moGoit npHiKHe,
6yayT 3a0aBaTh CJMILIKOM MHOIo BonpocoB. Ecan oH do/mkeH
cpasuTkes ¢ bepranom, To oH cpasurcs. Ho oHowa nonaran,
YTO OOBMMail MOTpedyeT OTKPLITO CXBATKH B IPHCYTCTBHH
MHoXecTBa oHULMANBHBIX CBUIETENE.

— Ero BepxoBHOe MoryuecTBo, — PaMceii ¢ yaoBOALCTBH-
€M BOCMOJIB30BAICSA HaNbILIEHHbIM THTYJIOM, — COIJIacEH.

OH B3msHya Ha Oyajuta, KOTOpPbIH He MPUHUMAJ YYyacTHs B
CTOJIKHOBEHMHM TIPETEHOCHTOB Ha TpoH. B cyuiHocTH, pewmn
Pamceit, BepXxoBHbIH COBETHUK NMPUAECPXKMBANICS NO3ULIMH CTPO-
roro HedrpanuteTa. Ho PaMceit He coOMpanca OTIycKaTb
Ouyanna, YToObl TOT MOT CBOGOAHO OTAABATH MPHUKA3BI.

— Ero mocToMHCTBO, Halll AOCTONMOYTEHHBIH COBETHHK Oy-
JIET CONPOBOXAaTb Hac, — TBEPAO 3aBWI OH.

M BoTr BcTpeya, KoTopasi eiBa He Hayalach KaK MOEAMHOK,
3aKOHYWIACh, K pa304YapOBaHUIO MHOTHUX 3pHTeNieii, obbeanHe-
HueM rpynn. [To curHany ¥ ¢ 6oNMbLIMMH YCWIMSIMHM CTPRXXHHUKOB
obeux napTHii CHOBA PacYUCTWIM MECTO, KyAa NpHU3eMIWICSH
¢naep u3 Buauna, u Pamceii cen B MalIMHY B CONPOBOXACHHUH
Oyanna 1 — Ha HekoTopoM yaaneHuH — OcHreca, KOTOpbIH
npoaosxan aepxarb beprana 3a pyky (¢ Mua NMpHHLA He
CXOIMNO MpayHOe M yAHBIEHHOe BblpaxeHue). Heckonbko
MFHOBCHMIl CNycTd OHM ONYCTWIMCb Ha Kpbllly, H ABOpell
JloMa npHBETCTBOBA MX NOYETHBLIM KapayJsioM.

PaMceii npyMHHMMan npHBETCTBMA CTPAXHHKOB, a OcuTec
NMOKHHYJ NMPHHLIA U NPHUCOESAMHWICHA K HOBOMPOBO3IIALIEHHO-
My UMnepatopy. Ha 3T0oT pa3 oH obpaTiicst K HeMy 6e3 BCAKUX
MOYETHBIX THUTYJIOB:
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— C 1060t OymeT TroBOpPHTH €€ LIAPCTBEHHOE BEJIMKOJiE-
nue, — 3asiBW1 laMaH.

Pamceii ynbioHyncs.

— 370 04eHDb MOOC3HO C e CTOPOHbI, — OTBeTII OH. — Ho
ewé Gosbllas J1106e3HOCTh co cTopoKbl Kackapa...

BriepBrie OH yBHIEN I'HeB B IV1a3ax LIaMaHa.

— Tb1 camukoM pacmycTI sI3bIK! — BBINAIWI TOT.

Pamceii kiBKOM noaTBepaun ero HabnioneHue.

— Tem He MeHee s xuB. Hy, nBaxabl oqHa ¥ Ta Xe 3anagHs
He cpaboTaer.

— He nonumMalo, o 4€M Thl roBopHLLb... — 3ag8uin OcHrec.

PaMceli oTkpoBeHHO paccMesuicd.

— KoHeuHo, IpocselénHyiii. [To ToMy, YTO 5 CBILIAN, BB
HMKOrJa He AciicTByeTe OTKpbITO. XOYy TONBKO, YTOObI Tbl
MOHSN: s TBOMM NpPEACKA3aHHUAM He NMOXYMHSAIOCh.

OH noBepHyN rosioBy U coobmnn Oyasury:

— MeHns npu3bIBaloT K Moe# 6abyluke, BEpXOBHbIH coBeT-
HUK. Henb3g 3actaBnsTh 0OJATO XOaTb €€ UapcTBEHHOE
Benukonenue. Kak HU BaxKHbl Aena, NMpMIETcs oOCYIMTb HX
nosxe.

Ouann noknoHwics. bepran, no/mkHO ObITh, XOTENA YTO-TO
CKa3aTh: OH yXe Aaxe OoTKpbUl poT. OQHaKo B3rIAA LIaMaHa
33CTaBWI €ro npomosyaTh. Bece npouuiy B IMGT M CIYCTUIMCH
BO BOpPELl, XpaHSALUMH CTOJIbKO TaiH.

Lllaras no AIMHHOMY KOpPHIOOpY, TOMY CAMOMY, YTO BEAET K
NoTaHHOI ABepU B nabopartopuio, Pamceil ragan, rae Tenepb
Mor HaxoauTbcsa Menkond. CHoma 3a paboroii? [lvrraercs
MOMCHATb Mewaolero UM Kackapa Ha Kakyio-HUOyAb HOBYIO
XepTBy M3 Tpethero Mupa? Ho ceituac PaMcess He nocewianm
HMKIKHE CHbl, KOTOpble BbI3bIBaTH Obl nofo3peHus. OnHako oH
peELLIT, YTO €C/IH TOJBKO Cro NPHMKA3bl OyAyT BBIMOJHSTLCS,
NCPBbLIM J€7IOM OH YHHYTOXMT MallMHY, 3106HO CHISILLYIO
BHH3Y.

Hu beptan, HH luamMaH nocsie yxoaa ¢ Nocalo4yHoM IvioLan-
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KH He CKa3aIH HM cioBa. Bo3MOXHO, OHH TaK Xe HanpsokEHHO,
Kak ¥ Pamceit, nymManu o MecTH, O 3alUUTe, O HEOOXOAHMBIX
necTBusiX. bepran — yenoBek TMNA «HanagaTb-HECMOTPSI-HU-
Ha-4yTo», NMO3TOMY €ro AeHCTBUS NpeaBuaeTh jgerde. OnHaKo
Ocureca Pamceii onacancs; OH He 3Hal, HaCKOJIBLKO BEJMKH
cwibl obuTateneit Poir. OHH, NMO-BUAMMOMY, YMEIOT NOJb30-
BAaTbCS MBICJIBIO, KaK BOJIbHOE OOLLIECTBO — OPYXXHMEM U 6OeBLIM
onbiToM. [Tlo3TroMy ux cneayer ocobeHHO onacarbcsl.

[Tpn ux npubMIDKeHUN OBEpH aNapTAMEHTOB UMIMEPATPHLILI
pacnaxHynuce. Pamceil, npu3biBas B Ka4cCTBe OPYXHs CTapblii
THeB, cMeo mnpoweén Bnepén. UMneparpuua cugena B CBOEM
Kpecsle noa GanmaxMHOM, 3aKyTaHHas B IUIall, MajleHbKas,
KODOHOBaHHasi — M CMepTeJibHO onacHas. PsgoM c Heii, B
ApyroM kpecne, 6e3 3aHaBeca, — Tekia.

PamMceii 6pocun Ha aeBY1IKY 6bIcTphiii B3misaa. OH cTapaics
BCE 3TH AHU NocJie HanaaeHUsl Ha NPUCTaHHU He AyMaTb O Hel.
OHna yyacTBOBasa B IU1aHE, KOTOPBIi JO/DKEH 6bUT MPUBECTH ero
K CMEpPTH M 3ab6BEHHIO.

IOHowa nonaran, yro oHa, 6ynyuH OGBHHEHHOM, COULIETCS
Ha cBoi «gonr». Yro Bcsikasi XM3Hb, B TOM 4HC/IE M- €€
cobcTBeHHas, npuHanieXuT OJUPOyHY, YTO OT He€ XAyT TOJb~
Ko ciyxeHus1. CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOpPOe OH MCIBITaNl, KOraa
JloM npu3Han ero npasa, NMOMOIVIO €My OTYacTH MNOHSTbL rep-
poriH10. OHa 6bU1a BOCIIHTAHA B BEpE, YTO UCTUHHbII: TPaBUTC/Tb
— ciyra cBoei 3eMiIM, €€ 3alMTHUK 10 caMoit cMepTH. OHa
NpU3HAeT BCSKYIO XEPTBY HOCTOiHON Onara OnmupoyHa, M
HUKTO He Y3HaeT NPH 3TOM e€ IMYHLIX YYBCTB U XeJaHui. [a,
Tenepb OH NOHUMa e€, HO 3To He Ta Texna, KoTopasi COXpaHU-
JIach B €ro IJTyTnbIX BOCTIOMMHAHMSIX.

OH ry00oKO NMOKIOHWICS BhICOXlUEH CTapoi XeHLIHWHe Ha
TpOHe, MeHee ITy0oKo — repuoruHe. Texia nobneaxena, MU0
y He€ 3acTbulo. Pamceli Gpocun B3I Ha pyKM A€BYLIKH, OHH
He JIeXaIH CMNOKOWHO Ha KOJIeHSX, Najiblbl ObUIM TIUIOTHO
cXaTbl, OHa KaK OynTo ¢ TpyAOM COXpaHsla caMoobnaflaHHe.
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— Baiue napcTBeHHOe BelMKojenue, — obpaTwics OH K
MMIIEpaTpHLE.

OHa He cTana TpaTUTb BPEMCHM.

— MbI Xxe ¢ ToO0H AOroBOpPIIHNCH, HE3HAKOMELL.

— Bp1 morosopwinch, — AOBONBHO HEBEXJIMBO MOINPaBWI
OH cTapylio npaBuTembHHLY. — Ho npeanoxeHHoe MHe yxe
Yyepes yac 0Kas3aloch BOBCE HE TCM, YTO Bbl OOCILLAH.

Texna pa3sena pyku.

— O yéM ThI roBOpHLIL? — cHpOCHNA OHa.

PaMceii HETOPOIUIMBO NOBEPHY rOJIOBY, IIOCMOTpEJ AeBY1l-
Ke MpsAMO B I71a3a. YAMBHTENbHO, KAKOE HCKPEHHee BbIpaXeHHe
HenoyMeHHa! OH cibiluan, YTO KOpoJieBCKMe ocobbl HMKOoraa
He ObIBAlOT caMHMMM CcODOOH, YTO HX XH3Hb — IOCTOSHHOe
npeacrapieHHe, H IOTOMY OHH C POXACHMS aKTEPBI, HO BCE Xe
e€ BOMpoC yOWUBWI IOHOLIY.

— IlycTb He GymeT Mexay HaMH TaifH, XOTS 6b1 OTHOCHTEb-
HO npoliwioro, — oTeeTH1 Pamceii. — Muwieay repLOrHHS, Tbl
OYeHb TLIATEILHO MOATOTOBWIA MACKMPOBKY TBOEIO POACTBEH-
HHMKa-KpoBHHMKA. IlotoM BepHyna meHs B JloM — momkeH
MPH3HATLCSA, YTO NEPBOHAYATBHOE CMaceHHe BCE Xe KaxeTcs
MHe HEeCKONbKO CTpaHHbiM. Heyxenu Tbl AeiicTBoBana obmy-
MaHHO? B JloMe 51, KOHEYHO, OOHapPYXW1, YTO HE MOTY BEPHYTLCS
Haszall, B CBOM MHp.

Torpa... — OH CHOBA NMOBEPHYJICA K MMINepaTpHle, — Npo-
M301IUI0 OYEHb CBOCBPEMEHHOE BMELLIATEJILCTBO NpenoaobHoro,
— Pamceit kuBkoM ykazan Ha OcHreca. — Kak HU CTpaHHO,
YYMTBIBaS Ballli HHTEpechl, OH He nossomwn Menkondy yHud-
TOXMUTb MeHs. I BcE mymalo, 3ayeM ObUIO NpeANPUHHMATD
LpYTYIO, ropasfo Gonee CIOXHYIO NonbITKy. Jlo/kHa 6bITh 115
3TOrO KaKasi-To NMPUYHMHA, HO He IyMalo, YTo6bl KTO-HHOYIb H3
BAC 0Ka3aJ MHe JII00e3HOCTb M OOBLACHW €€.

Bo BcsikoM cityyae Bbl 6bL1M O4eHb OTKPOBEHHBI CO MHOH —
OTHOCHTEJIBHO ONAaCHOCTH, KAKYIO NpEACTaBIsieT MOE JIMIIO, —
Pamceit KocHyrncs cBoero noaboponaka, — B Jlome. BepxoBHbiit
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COBETHUK MOXET yY3HaTb, M 3TO HaRIEYET Ha I0JIOBY HEBUHHOTO
YyXXeCTpaHlla, 3aBl1e4EHHOIO BO 1Bopcl, HOBBIE Oeasl... [Toato-
My MEHS M OTTIPaBWIM Ha OTJIMYHO MNMOATOTORIEHHYIO BCTPCYY C
YeJIoBEKOM, KOTOPBIH, KAK MHE TO3Xe PacCKA3aIH, NPcACTaB-
JsieT coboi caMoro BhICOKOOIUIaYMBaeMoro U 3 dekTuBHOro
HaéMHoro yowmiiiy B Ynaze.

Ho, K BauieMy HecyacTbio, 1 ToXe 00/1a1al0 HEKOTOPBIM
MacTepcTBOM, He 3HAKOMLIM BallleMy MHpY, U NMOTOMY craccs
M3 3TOH aKKypaTHOW 3anaiHM. Sl BbDKWI M MOTOMY CTal
HEOXUAAHHBIM (AKTOPOM...

— Tol BepHIUb B 3TO, Ha CaMOM Jie/ie BepHuIb? — BOMpPOC
3afaja He MMIepaTpMua, a Texna. OHa Gonblle He cxXumana
PYKH, Na/Iblbl €€ TepeOWIN cKlagky boraroii TkaHHu. I'nsas Ha
HMX, PaMceit Ha MrHOBeHMe BCTIOMHWI ApYTHE NabLibl, MOXET,
Oosiee ToHKHE, HO He Jyylleii GopMbl, KOTOpble UIpaIH NATHIO
KapTaMH C CHMBOJIAMH.

— Bepio, — TBEpAO OTBETWI OH.

Pyxu neBylUKH 3acTbUIM, OHa HETNIOHMMaIOllle CMOTpeAa Ha
Hero. 1 PaMceit oGHapyxmn, YTo He MOXET B OTBCT MOCMOT-
peTh Ha He€. Ho Beab B KOHUE KOHLOB B 3TOM OOLLECTBC OHa
HaMMEHBIIMHA U3 ero BparoB. A caMbli IJIaBHbIi — BbICOXLIas
KyKi1a Ha TpoHe, eciii He Ocurec.

IllaMaH M3man HEBHSTHBIH 3BYK, HO MMINEPATPHLIA TIOBE/IH-
TeJIbHO TOAHSUIA PYKY.

— OcraBb, npenofo6HbIi. Y HAaC HET BpEMECHH Ha pacmyTbl-
BaHMe crapoii myraHMmiubl. [lepen Hamu crout HoBas. HTak, B
pe3ysnbTaTe Thl oTNpaBwics K Oyauty U Temnepb Thl MMIIEpaTOp
JlomMa — Ha C/OBax... — Ila3a €€ SIPOCTHO cBepkanu. — Tbl
cyMTaelb cebsl JyJlIUM 1S noaobHoro BbiGopa?

PaMmceii noxan ruieyaMH.

— MoxeT, 1 HET, HO 1 XMB...

— Tort, xro nommaércs Ouammy, HEe MMeET XU3HH, —
Hamnazjana oHa.

— PasBe a emy nonnancs? — Bo3pasun Pamceii.
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OH yBMZIEN, YTO BCE TPOE — CTOSABLUMH Yy CTEHLI MpaYHbIA
Bepran He B cu4éT — BHMMAaTeJbHO TOCMOTpPE/]IM Ha Hero.
PaMceii ykpankoit ornsiHyncsi. Pa3ee OHM He MOHHUMAIOT, YTO
KOIJa MbITANMCh MaHMMYJIHPOBaTb COOLITUSIMM B OydylueM,
MaJio YeM OTVIMYAJTHCh OT BEPXOBHOIO COBETHUKA, IBITaBLIETO-
cs1 MaHMITYJIHPOBAaTh OQHUM YenoBeKoM?

— Ecnu Tl moka ew€ He ero opyaue, — Nporopopuwia
HaKoOHel MMMcEpaTpula, — Tebe 3TOro He M30eXaTh, — HO B
rojioce e€ npo3By4ana TpeBora. Barnsn e€ ckonb3Hyn ¢ PaMces
Ha Ocureca, CJIOBHO 3anapasi KAKOM-TO HEMOIi BONpoC.

— MeHe 6bUIO0 CcKa3aHO, — OCTOpOXHO 3aMeTwn Pamceid,
MbITAsICh YJIOBUTb peakUMIO TPOMX, — YTO B 3ITOH Mrpe £
BBICTYTIAlO KaK pbILiapb CHOB.

3ByK BTSHYTOro Bo3ayxa.. Tekia NpuXaja pPyKHM KO pTy;
masa eé McnyraHHo pacnaxHynmck. Ho 3arosopun Ocwmrec.

— W xT0 Tebe ckazas 310?

— Hexkasg Dpaiic, — KopoTKo oTBeT1 PaMceit M npoaon-
XWI, YBHIEB, KaK NMOACHCTBOBAUIM Ha HUX €I0 CJIOBa:

— Crpax n Cyan6a, Crpax u Koponesa Haaexnbl. FoBopur
JIU 3TO 4YTO-HUOYAb Tebe, ITpocBelu€HHBII?

OcHTec MelJieHHO KUBHYJI. OQHAaKo KOraa 3aroBopui, TO
o6paTWICsi K MMIIepaTpHLe, a He OTBETHWI Ha Bompoc Pamces.

— Baule uapcTBeHHOE BeJMKoJenue, B 3TOM OTBeT. B
3TOM...

OHa npepBajia CBsLICHHHUKA.

— 5 He noHMMalo BalMX TaifH, npenogoOHbNi. S 3Hal0
TOJIBKO, YTO ceiyac 3ToT... 3T0T Kackap, Kotopbiit He Kackap,
npaBHT YnaaoM. M y ero npaBoii pyki cTOMT TEMHbIH, KOTO-
pulif BceX Hac MpuBeAéT K nageHuio! UTo X, Mbl HUIpai ¢
cynb6oi, ¥ BOT Halua Harpaaa. Ho noka s XuBa... — Tenepb €€
SIPOCTHBIE cjloBa ObulM o6OpaweHsl K Pamcelo, — s 6yay
3allMLLIATh TO, YTO cAenan Moii cynpyr! M oGelalo Tebe: g He
JIErKMH MIPOTHUBHMK!

C BbICOKO NOAHSITBIM NOAGOPONKOM, € SIPOCTHO CBEpPKAIO-
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LIMMH IJ1a3aMH, KaK Y XMUIHOM NTHMiBI, OHa Opocasia eMmy
BbI30B, ropasio 6osiee AOCTOHHbBIA U ueneyc‘rpemeHHbm yeM
KapTHHHBIH 6pocok Meya Beprana.

— Bm He 3Haere Ovyajula, — MycTb OHa Bpar, noayMall
PaMmceii, HO Henmb3s OCTaB/IATh €€ B HEBEJEHHMM O IUIaHaX
BEPXOBHOTO COBSTHHMKA. — OH yXe JOroBopwics C TOProBLAMH
C ceBepa U BOT 4YTO OH NP 3TOM TMOJYYWI. CHyllIaiTe H
MOBEpPLTE MHE, — Y JIOHOLLIA KPaTKO onucan OUTBY Ha Ipsiie, He
YNYCTHB HY OIHOM YXacHOW noapoOHOCTHM, YTOObI MOKAa3aTh,
YTO MOXeT oxXunaTh JloMm.

— B ScHatn! — BocxmkHyna Tekna. Tenepb OHa 3aKpbiia
PYKaMH JIMLIO M 33qpoXana, KaK 6yITo CBOMMH IJIa3aMH yBHIe-
Ja cueHy 6oitHu. — B Onupoyne!

— YynoBHIUHO! — IUIeYH HUMNepaTpulbl ooMsaxm. Kaza-
JI0Ch, 32 HECKOJILKO MHHYT pacckasa OHa el Gosiblile nocrapena.
— W 111 coo3HHUK 3TOrO yenoseka! [loyeMmy Thl TOrAa OTKpBLI
HaM ero aeiictBua? Xoyelr, HCNOMBL30BaTh CTPaX KakK OpyXHe,
yTOOBI 3aCTAaBUTh Hac NOOLICTpee caarbes?

— 1 pacckasan TOJLKO TO, YTO CaM BHAEN... U YyBCTBOBAJL...
— Pamceii nogHéc pyKy K lueKe, Ha KOTOpOi obxwuraiollee
IiamMsi OCTaBWIO He pybell, HO BocnoMHHaHue. — Ecin Gl
MOHWM HaMepeHHeM ObUI0 BTOprHyThes B JIoM, g 651 nan Oyaury
HYXHblE eMy INATb OHEH...

— Yero xe TBI X0uellb OT Hac? — BOCKIMKHYNA Tekna.

— Yero Bcerga xoTen — BepHYTbCs K cebe.

— Ho Mmul... Menxond He Moxer aats Tebe 310! — Texna
pacKkpacHenach, ClMHa €€ BbIIpAMWIAcb, OHa CMOTpeNia Ha
HETo KakK Ha Yrpo3y, KOTOpYIO He 10JDKHA NPHU3HABaTh OTKPLITO.

— Jla,— comacwicsi Pamceit. — Iloatomy — nepen Hamu
cTouT npotnema. f Tenepb Kackap ¥ He Mory BepHyThCS. A KTO
Takoit Kackap?

— Tol Mrpaeus cioBaMH! — MMNepaTpyLia HAKOHELl OTKpbI-
TO MpOSIBWIA THeB. — JleByllIKa npaBa — Yero Thl XOYellb OT
Hac?
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— Ewé He 3Halo — moka, — oteBetun Pamceii. — Ho
Tipeaynpexaalo: 6osblie s B BalIM MIpbl He urpaio. U B urpwl
Ouasna Toxe, — N06GaBWI OH, NOKOJIeGaBLIHCh CEKyHAY. — OH
o0nagaeT HEMOHSTHOM MHE RIACTHIO, BAM JIyyllie B 3TO NOBe-
puth. OH HaMepeH 3aXBaTHUTh BJIACTh B Yajie — JIIOObIM IYTEM,
3TO Bbl TOXE 3HaeTe...

— UM 111 ABWICA clofa C HMM... — CHOBA Hayajla MMIiepaT-
puua.

— 51 B3an ero c coboil, MOTOMy YTO TaK Jierde 3a HHM
cneautb. OcTaBb s ero B BuavHe — Bbl 3axoTenu 6bl, 4TOOBI Ha
Bac OOpYLUWIMCh TYMaH M Tuviamsa?

BriepBbie B pasroBop BMewasicss OcuTec.

— Priuaps cnoB... — MemwieHHO nporoBopwi oH. — UM yro
Tebe CHWIOCH?

— Huyero — noka.

— Jpaic... — npoM3Heca 310 MMA, Tekna nomoimyana u
npogokwia ¢ Oombluel yBepeHHOCTbIO: — OHa BeJMKMiA
yTell...

— He ycnokaunpajics 3TMM! — BbMATWIa MMINEpaTpPHLA.
Ona 6pocuna Ha WaMaHa BpaxaeOHbIA B3rsan. — MHe Kaxer-
¢, npenoaoGHbli, YTO AeNI0 Yiana He HalWIo B Tebe HICTHHHOIO
cropoHHHKa. [Toxoxe, Mb1 6pUHM crienbl. Hamu ynpasisuin, xak
Ouann ynparnsu1 KackapoM, ¥ NpHMBenH K 3TOH CHTYyaUMH IO
KaKoMy-TO pewieHHI0 [1pocBelIEHHBIX, KOTOpoe HE NPHUHECET
HaM Huyero xopoiuero! Cnenbl! Cnenbl! — OHa pyKoit NpUKpLI-
na masa. — f crapa, cnena u 6ecnionesHa! U Yiaan nornbuer,
TIOTOMY YTO $i HE CIPaBHJIACh.

— Her! — Tekna cxsaTivia ApYTy1o pyKy HMIEpaTpHilbl. —
He nymaii tax! — neBymika nocMorpena Ha Ocureca. —
ITpenonobHbIif, ckaxy, YTo 3TO Henparaa. Bel... Bce Bbl... He
MOXETe ObITb TAKMMH XECTOKMMH!

— VYnan He NnorMbHeT, — 1WIaMaH NMPOU3HEC 3TH TPH CJloBa
MeIJIEHHO, CIOBHO He YTBepXIeHMe, a obelllaHMe.

— Eiwé onHo npenckazanue? — bepran oTOWIEN OT CTEHBI,
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ryObl ero KpuBWIHCh B ycMeluke. — IIpekpacHo. Tlycts 3710T...
3TOT YYXECTpaHEll OTBETUT MHE JIE3BUEM Ha Jie3BHe, M TOraa
Mbl OyaeM B 3TOM yBepeHbl! — HEHaBMCTb ero ObUla TaK Xe
ropsi¥a, Kak M XBacTOBCTBO.

— Ilpenckasanue... — OcuTec roBOpWI pasMEpeHHO, —
YKa3bIBaeT TOJIbKO Ha BEPOSITHBII KCXOA, KOTOPbIit MOXET ObITh
HM3MeHEH BBIGOPOM TeX, KTO ¢ HMM cBsizaH. Bel Bce 3T0 3Hacre,
— OH NOMOJTYQI, CJIOBHO BLIOMpAI MYTb YCPC3 KAKOH-TO MbIC-
JIeHHbI# 1a6UpHUHT. — Ho ecTb 0b1MIT YEPTEX — M OH 3aXOAHT
JaJjieko. Ynag — HeobGxoanMasi yacTb 3TOTO Yeprexa, B 3TOH
CTpaHe TOSIBWIOCH NEPBOE YCTOMYHUBOE NMPaBHTENBCTBO NoOCIe
Benuxoit Karactpogrl. 3ot Ynan nocayxur ¢yHaiameHTOM,
Ha KOTOpOM 3[aHHMe OyaeT mnocrpoeHo 3aHoBo. Her, Ynan —
6narogaps HallMM OEHCTBMSM M BOMNPCKW HAlIUM ACHCTBUAM
— He norubHer. Ho HalM MHAMBHMAYaNbHbIE cyabObl 3TO HE
pellaer...

HMMnepaTpyua Aoaro cMoTpena Ha llaMaHa, OfHY €€ pyKy
Iepxana Texma, Apyras BIO JieXala Ha KOJNEHsX, Kak 6yaro
HelaBHHIi B3pLIB MCTOLLWI 3anac CW1 M BOJIM CTApOi XCHLUHU-
Hbl, Ka3aBIUUiiC HEUCUEPIaeMbIM.

— Ecnu VYnan npebymer B Oe30MacHOCTH, — HEFPOMKO
cKaszana oHa, — Mosl COOCTBeHHas1 cyapba MHe Ge3pa3nvyHa.

— A MHe Her! — Depran cmenan war B Hanpaml€HHH
Pamces. — 3aech 6yneT nmpaBUThL NMOAJIMHHAsI KpoBb! Yianm —
ato JloM [IxocTepHa! Mbl co3nani 3Ty 3cMJIIO B MPOLIJIOM, Mbl
€€ M ynepXum! A Tbl... — OH IUIIOHY] B CTOPOHY PaMces, — Tbl
He Haul. Bymewb XHTb Kak MMnepaTop, HO BCKOpPE YMpELIb...

Pamceit HeoXuzaHHO paccMesuUicsl.

— Bropuyno, npuHU?

Bepran KuBHYA, CJIOBHO NpHU3HaBasi Mpasay.

— Ja.

— JloBonbHO! — roJioc MMIepaTpHULbl PO3BYyYall No-CTapo-
My BiacTHo. — He 6yaem nomnesats apyr apyra. Ham Hyx#Ho
NpUITH K KAKOMY-TO comlacuio. Trl npoBo3miacun ce6s uMre-
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paTopoM, — ckasana oHa Pamcew. — Tbl npoaomkaeurb
yTBEpXIaTb 3T0?

— Tbl npu3Haélib MeHA? — yAUBAEHHO cripocwt Pamceid.

— A npH3Halo BcE... aOCOJIOTHO BCE... YTO CNIOCOOHO coXpa-
HMUTb 3Ty 3eM1i0. Thl roBopHilub, 4To Oyani He TBOW XO3(MH.
EcnM 310 OKaXeTcsi MpaBoi, Toraa...

— Her! — nepe6un c€ beptan. — OH He HacJCAHMK, OH
HHYTO, YCNOBEK, KOTOpblii Ho/mkeH Obrrh MEpTB! [lo3BonuThb
eMy XeHUThcs Ha Tekne, cectb Ha TpoH? Tol crapa! Tel BoDKIIA
n3 yma!

Tekna BckoYmna M BCTaNa Mexay uMmneparpuueit u bepra-
JIOM, KOTOPbIii CHOBA KakK OyATO noTtepsui camMoobiagaHue, Kak
Ha Mecte ®naros.

— 3aMomyH! — KakK ¥ y UMIepaTpHLbl, rojioc €€ Npo3Byyan
Ha peaKocTb BnacTHo. — ['nasoii loMa JIxocTepHa ocTaércs eé
LIApCTBCHHOE BeJIUKOJIENME...

— MHe He HyxHa TBOs 3alU{Ta, MOsl Joporasi, — nobsaro-
Japwia AeByUIKy Mmneparpuua. — M s He BbDKWIA M3 yma.
IMpexne Bcero Ynan. Mbl He JOMycTHM, YyTO6bI M3-3a criopa 3a
HacJcaHe CTpaHa CHOBA TOrpy3Wwiach B BOIHY, YTOGbI CHIH
BOEBAT C OTLUOM, Opat ¢ 6patoM. Eciin Kackap nokaxer, 4ro oH
He urpywka Ouanna...

Tenepb eé npeppan Pamceii.

— Baiue uapcTBeHHOE BeJIMKOJIENNE, — OH BOCMOJb30BAICS
€€ TUTYNIOM, — 51 He MIPYLUKA — HHM MYXYHMHbI, HH XEHLUHHBI.
W MoH pelieHHs NpUHHMMAIOTCs MHOM cBo6oaHo. Ho Tak Kak s
y4acTBYIO B Ballieii UTpe HEBOJIBHO U NIOKA He OYeHb MHOroe
3HalO, sl BO3IEPXHUBAIOCh OT NMPUHATUSI OKOHYaTC/ILHOIO pelle-
HMSL.

OH noxnonuncs et n Texne, He obpalass BHUMaHHUS Ha
waMaHa 4 beprana, KoTopblii iperpaaua 6bUt0 eMy BLIXOA, HO,
nocMOTpcB B rnasa Pamcelo, nepeayMan. U BoT, ocTaBUB MX
Pa3sMLILLIATbL Hal €ro Jekiapaumeil HezaBUCMMOCTH, Pamceit
BbILIEN M3 3aJla NPUEMOB.

OH He 3Han, rac Bo ABOpLE MOIYT HAXOAMTLCA TOKOM
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Kackapa. Ho oT yHH3HTEIbHBIX IOUCKOB €I0 CNAc/Iy XIaBlixe
CHapyXM JIxacyM M [JBo€ BHAWHCKMX CTpaXHHWKOB. PaMceii
noayMasl, YTO OHM PELIWIM OXPAaHSTb CBOENO NPH3HAHHOIO
npeapoauTenst. [lon X oxpaHoii OH nipowén B 6orato Me6nmn-
POBaHHYI0 KOMHaTy, IIOXOXYI0 Ha Ty, B KOTOpOii NpOH3HEC,
3aMMHASICh, NIEpPBble CIOBA B 3TOM XM3HM.

OH BCXJTHBO OTITYCTWI CBOMX BCPHBIX JIIOACH, Xcnast ocTaTb-
cq B oauHoyectBe. ['ae ceityac Ouasul, YTO ACNACT BCpPXOBHbLINM
coBeTHHMK? Ecnu Obl Tonbko y Hero, Pamcest, ObL1 30ech yesio-
BEK, KOTOpOMy OH MoOr Obl noBepsite! MMneparpuua noytu
nooGewwana noagepxarb Kackapa... MOXHO JIM Mosiarathcsl Ha
3To obcuanue? Bpsaa au. OH moMmKeH ObL1 M3BIEYb YPOK M3
npeasiayliero npeaarenasctea. M ObITb MMNEpaTOpoM — OH
HMKoOraa He coOMpacsi UM CTaTh.

Ha crone Pamceit obHapyxwn nogHoc. Ha HEM crosuiu
3amneyaTaHHasi XpycTaibHas OyTbIJIKA C TOHKMM TOPJBILIKOM,
TaKoi Xe KyOoK M Tapesaka ¢ neueHbeM. PaMceii onyctwicst Ha
Tpyay NoayllekK, KOTOpble 31eCh CITYXAaT CTY/IbSIMM, M C aNneTH-
TOM NPUHSICA €CTb, HEOXMIAHHO NOHSB, YTO HE €1 YXKe O4YEHb
naBHo. KoHeyHO, oH npeanoyén Obl 60Jice NHTATC/IbHYIO MUY,
HO €My XOTeJloCh MOoAyMaTb W MOTOMY OH HE CTajl 3BaTh CIYT.

IlpornoTuB neyeHbe, OH ¢ GoJblIEH OCTOPOXHOCTHIO NpPHU-
XNIEOLIBAN HAaNMTOK. 3aTyMaHUBaTbh CO3HaHHe ceivac ObLIO Obl
COBCEM HH K YeMy. 3a OKHaMM noreMHeso. B yriy Ha cronmke
ropena ToJibKO oaHa Jamna. CeeT ¢¢ 6611 orpaHHyeH, u Pamcen
CHUEN B CryllaBlUEHCsl TEHH.

Han rmasammu 3a6oneno. OH ycran, TaK ycTaul... NBITAThCS
pa3obparbcsi B MHOTOYMC/IEHHBIX BIEYaTJICHUAX AHSA — MPOCTO
HeMbIcMMad 3amaya. C yero Hayasiocbh BCE€ 3TO HEBEPOSITHOE
npuxmoyeHue? [Noyemy?

CHbl...

Huxakoif COH He MOXeT ObITb TAKHM HEBEPOSTHLIM.

PaMcelo yXacHO 3ax0TesloCh MPOCHYTLCS, TNOHSTb, YTO BCE
3TO JUTUTEJIbHOE NPUKIIIOYEHHE NMOPOXACHO JIMLLB ¢ro Boobpa-
xeHueM. CoH... IlpocBelu€HHbIE BEneaU eMy BHOCTb CHBI.
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IMpeanonoxuM, oH cedyac YCHET U NPOCHETCH B peabHOM
Mupe. HecMoTps Ha Bce N0OKa3aTeIbCTBa, KOTOPbIE MY Mpea-
CTaBWIH... MOXET, 3TO TaKasl Xe JIOXb, KAK H JpyTHE MX CJIOBa
M nena.

Hetr! OH He Mor no3BOJHTb 0Oe30pyxuTh cebsi. Pamceit
pacnpsiMHiIcs, ObICTPO OCMOTpesl KOMHaTy. EMy xBaTtwio Ji€r-
Koro HaMéka, 4yrobbl HacTopoXuThcA. Oyawr.. Bo3moxHo,
BCPXOBHbI1 COBETHHK ceifyac npobyeT Ha HEM KaKoe-TO CBOE
cpeacTBo, YToObl 3aCTaBUTh MLICJIHTDb, KaK eMy HYXHO. A eMy
TpebyeTcsi UMEThb /IO C PealbHOCTBIO, He IMO3BOJIAThL YBJIEYb
cebs B MHp CHOB.

Bo nBopue JloMa eMy HekoMy A0BEPSTh. Bo BcéEM 3TOM MHpe
Y Hero ecTb TOJNBKO...

B co3nanuu Pamces nosswioch nuuo — Jlenan! Kanuran
HaéMHUKOB JIMLUWICA CBOEro BOJIBHOIO obiecrBa. Ecau oH
BbDXIUI TIOCJIe YXacHbIX paH, Y HEro Temnepp HET HHKAKOIO
sangTug. denan...

Mbicib O BOBHOM KalMTaHE NOAEMCTBOBANA BO36yXaalo-
we. PaMceit KUBHYJ, XOTS1 HUKTO He BMAEJ 3TOT XECT 0100peHHs.
Cnenyet nocnarb 3a JlenaHoM, cBsizaTbesi ¢ HUM yepe3 [Mpocse-
WEHHBIX... PaMceil ocTpo ollylian NnoTpeGHOCTb B TOBAPHLLE.
Jenan K ToMy Xe MOXET CTaThb CBHIeTenem Pamcest npoTus
Oyauia. CnenoBaTesbHO, TTOCLUTATh 32 HUM HYXHO B TaitHe. A
xto ayqiie Ocureca COXpaHHT TaifHy?

OH OOJDKCH...

CHoga Pamceit Hanpsircst. OH He CIIBIIAN, KaK OTKpLLIACh 3a
HUM aBepb. Ho OXOTHHYMI MHCTHHKT, 0GOCTpEHHBIN 06CTOS-
TeJILCTBAMH, NOACKA3aJl MY, YTO OH Gomblue He oauH. OHowa
NoBepHyAcs, 4YTOObl M3 TEHM YBUIETb, KTO MpPULIEN K HEMy
MOJTYa H, BEPOSITHO, 1O BAXHLIM NpPHUYHHAM, TaiiHO.

I'naea 16

Ona npuGmrkanach, 3aKyraHHass B Iuamy M Byaib. Ho
OH y3Han neBywky. KiMeHHo Tak oHa Gruta ozmera, xoraa
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CKJIOHWIach y rpo6a MEpPTBOro NpHHLA, BOCKPECLIEro Yeno-
BeKa.

Pamceii Bcran.

— Y710 Tebe HYx)HO? — ronoc IOHOUIH TIPO3ByYal pe3ye, YeM
OH paccuMThIBal. B mpolnoM repuorvHs nposiBwia cebs no-
pa3sHOMY: BHayase 3260Ta 0 HEM, MPHUYMUHbBI KOTOPOIi OH TaK U
He TIOHSUI, MOTOM JIOXHas 3aboTa, Koraa oHa ybeawna ero
HaJleTb MacKy KpOBHMKA.

Tekna ocraHoBWIach Y JlaMNbl M TOOHSUIA CBOIO JUIHHHYIO
BYyaJb.

— IloyeMy TBI Tak cka3an — 4YTO MbI MocjamH Tebd Ha
CMepTb? — NpOCTO CNPOCHNA OHA.

OH yauBwics, 3ayeM Tekna npITaeTcss COXpPAHMTb MAacKy
HEBUHHOCTH MJIM HeBeAECHUs.

— INotoMy yTO 3TO NpaBaa.

HeBylika nogouuna 61amxe, oHa NPHCTATLHO CMOTpesa Ha
Hero.

— 5 BHXYy, YTO Thl B 3TO BepHllb, — cKa3ana oHa. — Ho
noyemy? MUMneparpuua, OcHrec, OHH TaK He IEJAlOT...

— Caenanu, — HanoMHUA oH eit. — Bcnomuu o Kackape...
M 000 MHe. Pa3Be Mbl He JO/DKHBI 6bUTH YMepeTh N0 AeHCTBH-
eM MawnHbl Menkonga? Kakylio neHy HMeeT MOsi XH3Hb IO
CpaBHEeHHIO ¢ MX HyxnaMHu? TeMm Gonee ceityac, Koraa caMo Moé
nNpUCYTCTBHE B JIoMe CpbIBaeT BCe MX IUIaHLI? .

Iloa T€moit KopuuHeBoii Koxei Tekna BCnbIXHYIA.

— OHu... Torna oHH Tebs He 3HaMH. Tol 6611 aGcTpaKiMeEid...
YeM-TO JAJIEKHM... HEpPealbHbIM...

— A Korza M3-3a KaKOro-To HeoocMoTpa CTal pealieH, TO
NpeACTaRIAI Tenepb TeM OOMbLIyI0 YTpo3y, — Bo3paswil Pam-
ceii. — Pa3Be He Tax? A xoe-yTo y3HaNn, MWwiedH TrepLOTHHSI:
Ballia CHJIAa B JOJIre, ¥ eMy Bbl TOTOBbI BCE NIPMHECTH B XEPTBY.
Pa3Be 310 He npasaa?

— 3710 npaBna, — 6e3 BhIpaXeHUs1 OTBETWIA OHa.

— IloaTomy, kak norpeboBan goar, Tbl NpUAyMasa NMpaBao-
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noaoOHYI0 UCTOPHIO, H OCTaNbHble ogobpwiH e€. HesenoMori
KPOBHMK, TNPUKOHYEHHbIH B raBaHW H3BECTHBIM HAaEMHBIM
yomiiueii. Takoe mpoucluecTBUe He BbI30BET OGMHLHATILHOIO
paccieioBaHusi — a 51 6yay Nerko yCTpaHEH.

— Her! — npotecr e€ 6buUT GLICTPHIM U ropssyuM. — Bcé
6b110 He Tak! fl... 1 yHIDKalOCh, KOra MPUXOXY CIOJa M NpoLry
MeHs BBICJYIaTh... — OHa B3A€pHYAa nonbdopoaok. U 3asepHy-
JIaCh He B Byasib, a B MPHPOXAEHHYIO BIACTHOCTD.

— Tonbko noromy... — Texksna nomomyana U NpoAoDKWIA,
BLINPAMHBLIKCE, CO CBEPKAIOLIMMH Ia3aMU: — Tosibko moTto-
My, YTO He Xody nsaTHa Ha OnupoyHe. fl Beab u3 OnupoyHa,
€CJIM Thl MOXellb 3TO NMoHAThb. [ToaToMy 51 3nech. Hanagenue Ha
NPUCTAaHH HE Mbl CIVIAHUPOBAIH...

— Krto xe Torma? — O6nictpo cnpocun Pamcelt, korma
ZieBylIKA CHOBa YMOJIKIa.

Ei, kazanocsk, He xoTtesoch orBeyaTh. KOHolua Buaen, Kak
OHAa CXa/la PYKM, CMsifla Kpail ByalH.

— He 3Ha10 TOYHO M He XO4YY HMKOIo OOBHHSITb HanpacHo...
— MeneHHo oTBeTHna Tekna. — Ho xisiHych yeM Xxouellib,
uMmnepatpuua, OcHTec H 1 — Mbl He MOChUIATH TeOsl Ha cMepTb.
He 3Halo, yepe3 yto Thl npowen notoM. U BoT eiwwu€, uro Tbl
MOXeLIb CaM TNPOBEPHUTb: CTPAXHHUK, KOTOPBI OO/DKEH Obul
OTBECTH Tebs1 Ha Kopabuib, Bo ABopell He BepHyics. JlasyTunku
€€ BEJIMKOJICIIMSI MPHIOXHIM MacCy YCWIH, HO JaXe OHHU He
CMOTI/IM HalTH ero.

— Tul ¥ B 3TOM BHHMWBL Oyawna? — ceityac Pamceii 6bu1
noyTtH ybexnéH, yto Texna He yyacTBOBAIA B HamnpaBI€HHOMH
NPOTHB HEro MHTPUre. A MOXET, OH NPOCTO XOTel B 3TO
BCPHTb.

Kro eMy 31a neBywka? OH He MoOr Obl YECTHO OTBETHTD.
Tekna, ¢ TsKKHM OpeMeHeM NpaBleHHs LeAbIM roCynapcTBOM,
He 6bU1a MOXOXa Ha 3HAKOMbIX eMy XeHuMH. WM Bce xe,
HECMOTpPsl Ha 3TO JOB/ICBLIMIT Hal Helo NOIT, HECMOTPS Ha Bce
MX pa3nuuus, PaMceit NoHsU, YTO ¢ TeX caMbIX YacoB, KaK OHa
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YKpbUIa €10 B CBO€ii crajibHe W noMorna 6exarb, €ro TAHET K
Hell. )

— Ouamn? — Tekna yIUBIEHHO NPOU3HECIa UMS BEPXOBHO-
ro copetHuka. — Her, oH He 3axoren 6b1 cMepTH Kackapa.

— OH 3Haer, yto Kackap MEpTB, — coobiumn eii Pamceit. —
XoTb ¥ NpHHsUT MeHs B KayecTBe Kackapa, — Tenepb OH ObUT
B 3TOM TaK Xe YOexX1€H, KaK ec/ii Obl CBOE MHCHHUE NOATBEPAWI
caM BCPXOBHbIl COBETHHK.

Tekna xupHyna.

— OH, HeCOMHEHHO, XO4eT caeNaTb Te6S CBOMM pPYYHBIM
Kackapom. Tenepb TBOSI XH3Hb IUIsI HEro LieHHee JIO6Oro
COKpOBHLIA...

— Hrak, nepen Hamu 3aragka, — HacrauBan Pamceit. —
Ecny He MMMnepaTpyLa OpraHM30Baia HanageHue, ecnu Ovawn
HE XOYET MOeil CMEePTH, KTO Xe OcTaércs?

Hesylika Momyana, ryoel e€ ObuUM ynpsiMo cxaTbl. Pamceit
nogymas, 4yro Gonbllle OHa eMy HM4Yero He ckaxeT. Ho oH
XKaxnan y3HaTb — TOuYeMy-To OH Obu1 yBepeH, yro Texna
MCKpeHHa, — KOTo OHa 3anoJo3pwuia.

Kto BbiMrpbiBaeT OT cMepTH Broporo Kackapa — M KTo
BooOllie 3Han o cyluecTBoBaHMH Broporo Kackapa? Tekna,
I'puumnbaa, nMnepatpuua, Ocurec — U Menkond!

Y4yéHblii roToB 6bL1 YOMTb €ro Ha Mecre, OOHapyXHB B
nabopatopuu. Ho ¢ xoBapHbIM HanaaeHMeM B raBaHH Pamceii
noyeMmy-To Menkonda cpssate He Mor. Ho Menkong Mor
pacckasaTtb 0 HEM — Komy? )

OcTaBancs ToNbKO OQHH 4YesoBek — bepran! Ho BcmoMHuB
GespaccyaHoc mnoBedeHHe MNpPHHLA, KOrAa TOT Opocun emy
Bb130B, PaMceii nocuHTan ero He cnocoOHbIM Ha TAKOM CJIOX-
Hblii 3aroBop. [opa3no Gonee BeposSTHO ObUIO 6bl OTKpbITOE
HanajaeHue nol NpenIoroM Kakoro-Huoyab ABOPSTHCKOTO OObI-
yas — KaK CErofiHsl, KOoraa cxXBaTKy nepea BceM JloMoM cymen
NpeaoTBpaTUTDb JKlUL OcHTec.

IMocneansas Meicab 3actaBuna Pamces 3anymarses. Ilpocse-
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wéHHble? OQHaKo y HEro co3jaloch CWIbHOE BreYaT/ieHHe,
YTO XOTb OHH W MOIYT OTCTPAHMTBLCSI M JOMYCTUTb, YTOOBI
CMepTh HaHeCNa yaap 4Ye/IOBEKY, €CJIM MOCYMTAIOT 3T0 Heobxo-
IHMMMBIM, BCE X€ caMH OpraHH30BbIBATb YOMICTBO He 6ynyT.

BuumMarenbHo Habmonas 3a Texnom, Pamceii HakoHeu cae-
Jlas1 BbIGOp M MPOU3HEC BCITyX ABAa HMEHH, HallesiCh, YTO JeBYLUKA
KaKMM-HUOYynb 0Opa3oM MokaxeT, NMpaBWIbHA JIH €ro Aorajka.

— bepran — u Menxond?

VYBuaeB, Kak oHa nobaeaHesna, IOHOLIA MOH1, YTO NOTYyYWI
OTBET. ’

— Bepran xoyeT BNACTH Hal YaloM, — NpPOAODKaT OH. —
Menkong — BeposATHO, OH HEAOBOJIEH Heynayer IKCrepruMeH-
Ta M XOYeT YHHYTOXUTb €r0 pe3y/bTaThl...

— S 3Toro He rosopuna!l — OTBET NPHLIET CIHLIKOM
6nictpo. — Tonbko... 6ynb ocropoxeH, Kackap... — Bnepsbie
OHa BOCMNOJIb30BAlaCh 3THM HMMeHeM. — A 3Halo0 BOT YTO:
MMNepaTpylia NpHKasaja YHHMYTOXHUTh oOMeHHHK. Ho Men-
Kond Hcye3, H HUKTO He Moxer ero HaWtH. C coboit OH
NpUXBATWI NpHOOPLI, ASHCTBHA KOTOPBIX He NMOHHMAaeET Jaxe
Ocwutec. OH 3Han... 3HaeT ropasno Gonbliue U3 [JdpeBHux 3Ha-
HUH, YeM Mbl TNONaraiu.

Tonbko 3TOro €€ He XBaTano, Mpa4yHo nogyMan PaMceid.
Heronyrommit Menkond, CKpbIBLIMICSA ¢ HECKA3aHHBIM, HEBH-
NaHHBIM M CTpAlUHBIM 3HAHHMEM, KOTOpPOe MOXET OKa3aTbhCs
ropasfio YXXacHce Toro, YTo NpeaiaraloT Ha pblHKE TOProBLbl C
cepepa. Mbic/ib ero ycrpeMwiach aansiue, U Pamceit noyys-
CTBOBJI, KaK XOJNOAOK TMnpobexan mo crnuHe. Y Menkonda
MOXeT ObITb TEMnepb TOJMBLKO OAMH nokynatenr — Ouan! B
CBOEM HBIHEUIHEM HACTPOEHHMM K 3TOi TEMHOI KOMIAHHUH
BMOJIHE MOXET NMPHUCOENUHHUTLCA M NpHHU. OH roToB 3aKio-
YUTb MHMpP C BparoM Ynaza.

PaMceii He npocTo goraasiBajics. Y Hero NosIBWIOCH CTpaH-
HOE OlUyLIEHHE, YTO MMEHHO TaK Bcé ¥ mnpousouvio. OH
MOBEPWI B 3TO, XOTS M He MOT 6bl OGBSACHUTD NoYeMy.
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Ecnu ummeparpuua, kak ¥ noobewana, nogaepxur Kacka-
pa-PaMces, 4To6bI He BbI3BaTb packonia CTpaHhl, — aa, bepran,
NoA BIUSIHUEM HEHABUCTH M CO3HAHMs HeCNpaBelJIMBOCTH IO
OTHOLUEHHIO K HEMy, 3anpocTO MOXET 3aK/IIOYHTh COl03 C
OyaioM. 3X, ecnu 6bl y camoro Pamces 6bL10, Ha Koro
onepeTbes...

Bapyr Pamceii noHsin, 4To XOAMT B3al M BMEPEN MO KOMHATe.
Texna BHMMaTenbHO clleawna 3a HWM. M xorma mx B3rasabl
BCTPETWINCh, OHA 3arOBOPHJIA.

— Tol nomyunn npenckasanue 3aaiic. bonviue [TpocBei€H-
Hblc Tebe HMYEro He ckazanmu?

HenaH... cHbl... OH nokayan ronosoii. [ToueMy oH HauMHaeT
BEpHUTb B HeBO3MOXHoe? MoxeT, NoToMy, 4TO 34ech BooOLle
OTKAa3bIBaeT JIOTUKA €ro MHpa.

— Tak Tebe Huyero He rosopwin? — Tekna, [O/DKHO ObITh,
NpHHSIA NOKAYHBAHHE TOJIOBbI 33 OTBET.

— Koe-4y10 ckazanu, — OTBETWI OH C OTCYTCTBYIOLIHUM
BuaoM. [1oToM noBepHyJIcs ¥ NPUCTATBHO B3IJISIHY/ HA A€BYll-
Ky. [lomoxer nu eMy Tekna? YcHyrb 3nech, 6e3 oxpaHbi? OH
YyBCTBOBAJI ONAcCHOCTb, CJIOBHO 3MIOBOHMC.

— A nOJDKEH YCHYTb... — CKa3aJl OH €, — ¥ YBHUIETb COH...

PaMceii yBuaes, Kak OHa IUIOTHO cXana Byasb.

— Teb6a He NOMXHBLI NOTPEBOXUTDH, — TBEPAO 3as1BWIA OHa,
CNOBHO cpa3y MOHsM4, 4YTO OH npeataract. — Cnu... 1 nogo-
xay.

M Texna nogolina X ABEPH U CBOE pyKoii 3aKpbLia €€ Ha
3acoB. PaMceii B nocneaHMii pa3 noaymas, MOXET JIM_10BEPSTh
eil. Jlo)okeH — B KOHLle KOHLOB LieJIM UX OYeHb ONM3KHM.

OH n€r Ha OMBaH M 3aKpbl Ma3a. COH — Ha 3TOT pa3 OH He
OyneT BCTOMMHATL cTapble CHbl, YTOObl OXMBMTH UX Brieyatiie-
HMSl, NPHNIOMHHTb HYXHblc (paKTbl. Tenepb OH caM NMonbITaercs
BbI3BATb COH, POXAEHHLIN €ro COOCTBEHHBIMH HYXIAMH M
xenaHusaMH. Ho kak 3To caenarts, Pamceii He 3Han.

HdenaH — OH MBICICHHO YBWZeNn BOJIbHOro KanuraHa. He
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TaKHM, KakK B TNOCJIEAHHIi pa3, HAa HOCWIKAaX, HO KAK Ha€MHHKA
BO BpeMsl MX NepBoil BCTpe4M, YBEPEHHOIO, MOJTHOIO XH3HU H
cTpemieHHit. [legaH — OH cOCpPeNoTOYWICS Ha 3TOM CO3JaHMH
cBoero pasyma — [enaH!

PaMceil LleIMKOM CKOHLIEHTPUPOBAJICA Ha COTBOpeHHH [le-
NaHa. Buaut n¥ OH yXe COH — WIM TNPOCTO Hanpsiraet
BooOpaxeHnue? OH He cMen MeluaTh cebe COOCTBCHHBIMU MbIC-
nsaMu... denan! INpunaras noyru ¢pusMyeckHe ycwius, IOHOLLA
CTpeMUICA yaepXaTb B CO3HAHMM 3TOT 00pa3, NOTSAHYTLCA 1O
TOro, KOro oH CMMBOM3UpoBan. JenaH!..

W Bapyr Pamceii... okasaics... nosciony! He B xakoM-To
oTAc/iibHOM noMeuleHHH, KaK B Poute ITpocsewi€nnbix. Her,
3TO COCTOSIHHE He MOXOAWIO HH Ha yTo eMy 3HakoMoe. [losBu-
JIoCh CWIbHOE OCTpPOe OllyLlleHHe, CJIOBHO OH NPOPBAJICS CKBO3b
KaKylo-TO Tperpany...

A 32 nperpanomu... mycToTa...

U Bapyr u3 3T0MH MycTOThbI, KaK pacTeHHe U3 3eMJIH, NOSBHI-
ca — Jlenan! BHayane oH 6bL1 TaKMM, KAKMM U TNpeacTaBIsul
ero cebe Pamceil. Ho xanutaH He orseyan. I'nasa ero 6uuin
3aKpbIThI, OH KaK KyKja... CTaTys...

JenaH — MEpTa?

CocpenoroyeHHocTb Pamcest Hapyunwiace. @urypa Havana
pacruibiBaThesi. Her — «Jlenan'»

HacroituuBasi Mbicab 6bL1a CPOAHH KPHMKY, NMPHU3bIBAIOLLIEMY
TOro, Koro oH uuer. Ha nuue, NMWEHHOM BCAKMX YYBCTB,
ME/UIEHHO TIOAHSUTUCh BEKH. DTO ObUIO KAaKoe-TO He 3eMHoe
Jmuo. I'nasa XxuBble, a IMLO HET.

«/lenaH, xo MHe! Ko MHe, B Jlom»

PaMceli TMXOpanoyHO YCTpeMIstl MbIcab, Oosich B Jiio6oe
MIHOBEHHMeE YTPaTUTh KOHTAKT, €C/IM TaKOBO# ycTaHOBUIICS. OH
yBUIEN, KaK pa3saBHHYIUCH 61eAHbIC IyObl BOJIBHOTO KalMTaHa,
MPOM3HECN CJIOBA, KOTOpblE OH He CMOr ycnbiuatb. OH mnbi-
Taics ynoBUTb oTBeT. Ho Buaen Tonbko IOBIDKEHHs TIyb. A
MOTOM...
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Ilycrora HeoXxHaaHHO M3MeHWIach. B He¢ BOH3WIach 4yXx-
Zas nperpana, obnako — PaMceil He 3HaJl, YTO 3TO TakKoe, HO
BHMIEN, KAK TaM YTO-TO ABIDKETCS, NMPHUCIYLIMBAETCA, 3TO YTO-
To 6bUTO MOpaxeHo ero BTopxeHHcM. U 10HOWIA OTNpAHYA OT
3Toro. Bons ero aporHyna; oH mo/mkeH ObU1 CKOpee YWTH, He
BMIETb, YTO BBIXOAMT U3 3TOM MYCTOTBI.

XKenaHue OexaTb CTAlO TAKMM XKe HACTOSITENbHBIM, KakK
crpeMmieHMe poctuyb [Jlemana. Pamceid Tsixeno Ablwial; OH
pBaJics, BhIpbIBaICA... BoicBoGoawics. U npocHyncs.

Ilo-npexHeMy TONBKO OfHA JlaMIia pasroHsuia Mpak. Ho
€CJIY B MepBbIil pa3 OH NMPOCHYJICA U OUIYTWI NOAARISAIOIIMI BCE
Ha CBeTe 3anax LIBETOB, TO ceifyac OH INOYYBCTBOBA1 APYIoM
apomart, 6onee TOHKMH M ycKonb3ajoumii. Ho BoT ero pyku
KTO-TO KOCHYJICSl, CXaJl, KaK OynTO BLITArMBas K 6e30MacHOCTH;
3TOT MATKMIl KOHTakKT — €ro SIKOpb B peajibHOCTH.

Pyxu npuHamnexanu Texne. OHa cuaena psaoM Ha Noayul-
K€ W BHHUMAaTeJIbHO cMoTpena Ha Hero. U koraa noHsina, yro
PaMceit e€ y3Ha, B Masax AeBYLIKY MOSIBWIOCH obneryeHue.

— Tul BHAen coH, — He BOMpOC, HO yTBEepXIEeHHeE.

PaMceit OTBETH1 XpHIVIO, POT €ro NEpecox OT cTpaxa, UCIbl-
TAHHOIO B MOCJICAHHUE MTHOBEHHMs B NYCTOTE:

— J1... He 3Halo. Ha 3TOT pa3 BcE ObUIO MO-ApYroMy.

Ho Tenepsb y Hero A0/DKHO MOSIBUTBCS 1OKA3aTeNbecTBO. Eciu
Jlenan npuaér, Pamceli Oyner 3HaTh, YTO U OH OOpEN HEKOTO-
pbiii KOHTPOJb Haa 3TOH CTPaHHOW CNOCOOHOCTBIO — Hal
3THMH «CHaMU».

— Kro Takoii Jenan? — cnpocwna Texia.

Pamceli MpUMOOHSUICS HA JIOKTE M MPUCTAILHO MOCMOTpEN
Ha He€.

— Orkyna Tbl 3Haewb?..

— Tbl Ha3biBaJ 3TO MMsi, — OBICTPO OTBETHJIA AEBYLIKA, HE
JIaB eMy 3aKOHYMTb BOIpOC.

OH 3Bas1 Bantyx! Ho Beqib BO CHe... 3TO BUAEHHE... OH MocbLian
TOJILKO MbIC/b. PeanbHoe... HepeanbHoe... Pamceii cHoBa noka-
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YyaJl ToJIOBOli, MbITAsICb OTOPOCHTb OKyThIBaBlllee €ro oLene-
HEHHe.

— OH... OH ObU1 BOILHBIM KANIMTAHOM, KOMAaHOIHPOM HaéM-
HHMKOB. Y Hero NosiBATCHA BCe OCHOBaHMs HeHaBuaeThb Oyaia,
Xoraa OH y3Haer npapay. EciM g cMor BbI3BaTh ero...

OH CIMIIKOM MHOTO TOBOPHT. 3ayeM [JaBaTh 3HaTb Tekine U
OCTATLHBLIM B JIoMe, YTO eMy HyXHa NMoamepXKa, HyXeH 4eNo-
BEK, KOTOPOMY OH Mor Obl 6e30roBOpOYHO BepHTD?

— JIroOoii Bpar Oyasnna ceifyac nosneseH, — orTBeTwia Texna.
OHa BcTana ¢ rnoayulek, Kak 6yaTo CHoOBa 3aBepHYJ/ach B IUIALL
TOpAOCTH MU AOCTOMHCTBA. — Hanmeloch, OH OTKIIMKHeETCs Ha
TBOW NPU3LIB...

KaxuM-10 06pa3zoM HeByllKa cpady OTAQlWiach OT Hero.
CHoga 3aBepHYy’a roJjIoBy H IUIeYH B Byaslb. MexXny HUMH OnsThb
BO3HHMKJIA mperpaga. PaMmceii He BbICKA3al CBOM COMHEHHS
Bcayx. Ho, HaBepHoe, oHa KakuM-To 0Opa3oM Aorajaiach:
HaéMHHUKY, BONbHOMYy KamMTaHy Pamceit mopepsier Gonblue,
yeMm BceM ocTalbHbLIM B JloMe.

U npexne yem Pamceii cMor pazo6paThcsi B myTaHHIIE CBOMX
MbIC/Iei, moGnarogapyTh AEBYLUKY 3a NOMOLIb, TeKia nogHsIa
3aTBOP Ha ABEpH U Hcyedna. OH MPHUIOAHAICA Ha AMBaHe,
HcnbiThiBasi NMOYTH TAKyIO Xe cnabocTb, KaK B TOT pa3, Koraa
IIpoceeli€HHbBle 3aBNeKM X B Poury, Bcran Ha Horu. lllara-
sicb, NPOLIEN MO KOMHaTe, YToObl CHOBA 3aKpbIThcs. Tekna
npuuuIa K HeMy 6e3 npeaynpexacHusi. KTo ewm€ Moxer 6po-
IMTb N0 KOPHAOpaM ABOPLA B NOMCKAX YaCTHOM BCTpeYH C
Kackapom?

I'onosa 6onena, Pamces TowHnno. OH OLUYTIBIO BEPHY/ICA K
IHBaHY, onacasch ynacTtb. Menkond... bepran... Ouami... 9tu
HMMeEHa Tpec/iefOBa/IM €0 ¥ B TPEBOXHOM CHe.

ITpocHyJCs OH c OllylIeHHEM NOYTH TNOJIHOM NOTepH OpHU-
eHTauMy. Clbllanuch KaK1e-To yaaphbl... rojsioca... OH ABHraincs
HeyBepeHHO, Telo 3arexno, Ooneno. lllyM mnpoposkancs.
PamMceii noBepHyn ronoBy. B oxHa npoGuBasicsi IHEBHOM CBET,
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HO HespKHi: OKHAa ObUIM 3aTAAHYTbl 3aHaBecsIMHM. [IBepb mo-
npexsHeMy ObL1a 3axkpbita Ha 3acoB. IllyM noHocwics mu3-3a
HeE.

CnoB 10HOWIA HE paxIHyal, HO NOYYBCTBOBal, YTO Te, 3a
ZBepblo, Toporsrcs. Beras ognnM puiBkoM, PaMceii ¢ obnerye-
HHEeM OOHapyX1, YTO TOLIHOTA, O KOTOPOii OH CMYTHO NIOMHI,
ucyesna. OH cMoOr yBepeHHO MONOMTH K ABEPH U OTKPBITH cC.

Ha MrHoBseHmue eMy nokasanoch, YTO Ha HEro Hamnaaaior,
MOTOMY 4YTO CHapyXM TpPoe OXPaHHHMKOB CTOSUIM CIIHHOH K
aBepH. JxacyM B BUOIMHCKOM MyHAHWpe BO3IJIAaRISU1 CTPaxy, a
nepel HMM LIyMeNnu ABOE, oeTble TNo-ApyroMy. YBuoeB Pam-
cesl, 3TH ABOE OTCTYNWIM, OTAAIM BOMHCKOC TNPUBCTCTBHE.
3HayMT, 3TO He ABOPLOBLII IEPEBOPOT.

— B 4éM aeno?

HxacyM GbICTPO MOBEPHYJICSA, OTCATIOTOBAI.

— Baiue BepxoBHOE MOTYILLECTBO, 3TH JIIOAM FOBOPST, YTO Y
HHMX OYEHb BaXHble HOBOCTH. OHHM OOJDKHbI NOTOBOPUTH C
paMH. Ho Henb3st, yTo6bl K MMINEpaTOpy BTOPraiuch JIOAH He
U3 Ynama 6e3 npepynpexiacHus, 6e3 cooblueHHs, MO KaKoMy
oHM geiy. Jlaxe ecnu oHu M3 OnupoyHa.

— M3 Onupoyna? Ilponyctu mx — omHux! — noGasmn
Pamceit, yBuaeB, yto JIxkacyM cobHpaeTcs MrpaTb HC TOJLKO
POJIb MPUBPATHHKA, HO M TEJIOXPAHUTENS.

— Kak npukaseIBaeT uMnepartop, Tak U Gyner! — oTBeTiN
oduuep, HO OTCTYMHI OH c OccroxolicTBoM Ha nmue. U ¢
HEOXOTHOM MENJINTENbHOCTBIO 3aKpbU1 ABEPb 33 BOLUEAUIMMHU
nocbUIbHBIMH M3 OnupoyHa. Moxer, [Ixacym — uenosex
Ouanna? U cHoBa MbIC/Ib, YTO OH HE MOXET HHMKOMY 3/ech
IOBepsATh, BCTpeBoXwia Pamces.

Kak Tonbko ABepb 3aKphiNach, OH MOBEPHYICS K BLITAHYB-
wmMes cosatam OnupoyHa.

— Kakopo Bauue coobuieHue?

— Baiue BepxoBHOe MOryluecTBo, Hawa rocrnoxa! E€ He
MOTYT HaWTH... U ellE... )

Pamceli Hanpsircs.

204



— He MoryT HaitTH? A YTO rOBOpPSAT €€ XEHUIMHLL.. JieAH
I'pmwmnsaa?

— Baue BepXoBHOEe MOTYIECTBO, Jieay ['pHUIMIRIA KpEenKO
CTIHT, U HUKTO He MOXeT pa3bynuthb c¢. [1pusBanu npenoao6-
Horo Ocureca H...

— TMouutn! — Pamceit He ctan TpatuTh BpeMeHU. OIUH U3
CTPLKHUKOB TOACKOYWI K ABEPH M pacnaxHyn €€, enBa He
ypoHHB JIxXacyMa, Tak 6JH3KO CTOSUT TOT K ABCPH.

— Chncnyitre 3a MHOHM, — npuKa3an Pamceit ¥ 3aToponwics
BC/ieA 33 onupoyHuUaMH. Ecam 310 npomo/pkeHHe ABOpPLIOBOMA
MHTpPHIH, OH pa3bep€rcs HememnenHo! bonbuie He Gyner cno-
KOHHO NMPUHMMATL TaitHy 3a TaliHoi. Ho y Hero ycunupanoch
npeavyyBCTBHE, YTO 3TO He Aco pyK Teknsl. He B €€ npuBbIuKax
NMOJHMMATDb BeCh IBOPELl HA HOIH, 3aCTARISTh NPOBOANUTD OOBICK.

— Korna 3to o6Hapyxunu?

— Tocnoxa nmomkHa Oblna SBUTLCA Ha aydMCHLIHIO K eé
LapCTBEHHOMY BesMKoJienuio. Ho oHa He npuuuia Ha BcTpedy
M He NpHciaia HUKaKoro cooblueHus... E€ napcreeHHOE BEnM-
KoJienue crpocwia o repuoriHe. [IBepb KOMHaTbhl TOCIIOXH
6b11a MPOoYHO 3aKpbITa. HUKTO He OTBeyan Ha HalIM MPHU3LIBLI.
Torna ®eHTBEp... — roBOPsLLUMIi yKa3asl HA BTOPOTO CTPaXHMU-
Ka, — cIycTWiIca ¢ OaskoHa BepxHero 3Taxa. OH yBuaen jeau
I'pvumnbay Ha mony, oHa Kpenko cnana. [locrenp rocnoxm
6bi1a nycta. HukakiMxX chefoB Toro, 4ro ciAy4wioch ¢ neau
Tcknoii He 0OHAPYXIIH, HO U HUKAKOIO APYTOro BbIXOAa M3
KOMHAaThI HET, KpOMe ABEpH, KOTOPYIO MBI OXPaHsUIH, U GajKo-
Ha. Mbl He BepHM, YTO TOCIIOXa MOIJIa YITH 4Yepe3 OGaKoH...

«Her Hukakoro BbIXoga», — ayman PaMceit, nepexoas noy-
TH yTO Ha 6er. Ho Texna npuxoanna K HeMy, M eMy 1oKa3aoch,
YTO HMKTO, KpOMe, MOXET ObITb, [ pULLWIbLABI, HE 3HaeT 00 e€
BU3UTE. Mblcnb 0 ToM, yTo Tekna Morna Kak-To ONMOMTh WIH
MHLIM CNOCOGOM JIMWHTL CO3HAHHS CBOIO CTApLIYIO CYXAHKY,
Pamceii cpasy orbpocun. CnuuikoM JeByllIKa ed HoBepsia.

Ho 3ro osHauaer, yto Tekna He BepHynach K cebe mnocie
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yxons ot Hero... M noyeMy-To oH Ob11 yBepeH, uro I'pyinnasaa
HHYero He cMoxXeT pacckasatb. [lo xpaiiHeii Mepe, He ceifyac.

OH cHOBa BCITOMHMJI CBOE mnepBoe npoGyxaeHue. Tekna
Toraa KakuM-To 00pa3’oM 3arMMHOTH3MPOBAJA CTOSBIUMX Y
rpoba cTpaxHHKOB. ['oBOpsT, AeByllKa oGafaeT NMpUPOIHBIM
napoM, KakuM obnanaiotr [lpocsewi€HHble. Ho I'puwnnnaa...
MOXET, OHa NPOCTO UCMONHSCT NMPHKA3 CBOEi MOJIOAOH rocrno-
xu?

HeT, XoTb OH coBceM HEaBHO MO3HAKOMMJICS C HMMH, HO
3HaeT: OTHOLUEHHUsI Y TOCTIOXM M CIYXaHKH apyrue. Ocurec?
OH ToXe o0NnanaeT «CHIoif», KOTOPYIO TaK TPYAHO ONpPEAE/IHTD,
OO/NBUIMHCTBO NMPHABOPHLIX cro nobausaiorca. Ho ana yero
eMy 3T10?

Oyaw? [lopabowenue Kackapa mpHMIHCHIBATIOCH KAKOMY-
TO €ro CBEpXbeCTECTBEHHOMY Bo3neicTBHIO. Oyauly HyXeH
OnupoyH, HyXHb! ero pyasl... ['ne ceituac Oyamn?

OHM mnpouUTM OAHHM KOPMIOPOM, OPYTHM, CBEpPHYJIH B
TpetHii. ITocpennHe TpeTbero kopunopa 6suia pacraxHyTa JBepb,
KOTOpYIO OH cpa3sy y3Hail. Tekie cHoBa OTBE/IM Te Xe NoMellle-
HMS, B KOTOPBIX OHA B NICPBLIii pa3 cKpbiBania ero. TyT Tonnuince
€1LE CTPLKHUKH, HEKOTopblie B MyHAupax OnupoyHa, apyrue —
¢ opnioM asopua. OHM paccTynuiucek, ysuaeB Pamces. U on
Yyepe3 HapyXHYI0 KOMHATY MNpOLIEN B cnaibHIO Texmnl.

Ha auBaHe y cTeHbl Jlexana [pHiunIbaa, OKOJIO HEE CTOST
wamaH. Koraa Pamceit Boweén, Ocutec noaHs rososy,

— Hy?

IlamMaH moxayan rosoBoiA.

— He nonumaio, BepxoBHoe Moryuiectso. Jleau I'pymumnbaa
B I'nybokom CHe. CumrtaeTcsi, YTO €ro MOTYT JOCTHTHYTb
TO/IbKO MOCBSILUEHHDIE B 3TO UCKYcCcTBO. E€ Henb3a pa3bymuTs.
OHa caMa NpOCHETCS B Ha3HAYEHHBIH Yyac. A KaKkoB 3TOT yac,
MbI He 3HaeM...

Ero 03a6oyeHHOCTH Ka3anach MckpeHHeit. Ho Ipoceewén-
Hble — MacTtepa o6MaHa. OpHako Pamceit He Bugen, yTo
BbIMTpaeT o6MaHoM Ocwurec.
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OGnapaer M WaMaH yMeHHeM 4YuTaTh Mbicin? IToTtoMy yro
OcwuTec NpUCTATbHO B3MIAHYJ Ha PaMces M yBepeHHO q06aBW:

— BepxoBHOe MorylLiECTBO, 3TO He AeJ0 TOBApHILECTBA
Pouu. Ckopee XxMTpocTb, HanpaB/IeHHasl Ha TO, YTOObI NOBEPH-
JIM B Hally BUHY... YTOOBI OC/1abUTh AOBEpHE MEXIY TEMH, KTO
JIOJDKEH OBbITb COIO3HMKAMM...

JlormyHo, cooTBercTBYeT 3npaBoMy cMbicny. Ho y Pamces
OCTAaBIUCh COMHcHMsl. Bcem usBectHa pemyraums [Ipocse-
IIEHHLIX: OHU BBLICTYISAT NPOTHB JIIOOOro CBOErO0 COIOZHMKA,
ecnmM OH MewaeT MX minaHaM. [loatoMy Kk moGoi KnsTee
Ocwureca BcE paBHO CJIEAYCT OTHOCHTLCS MOMO3PHTENLHO.

PaMcelo nmoayman, yto ceifyac BO3MOXHO TONbKO oaHo. OH
MOBEPHYNCS K COMPOBOXIAIOLIMM, cTpaxHukaM OnupoyHa M
ZABOpLA.

— A xo4yy, — MpayHO NpHKa3zajl OH, — YToOBl ABOpELl
o6bickany. OObICKAM TaK TLIATENbHO, YTOObl HM OJHa MyXa Ha
CTCHC He ocTalach He3aMeYeHHOI. JIonpocHTh Bcex IO eNHHO-
ro. U Bcsikoro, KTo BUAE WIM CNbILIAN YTO-HUOYNb HeoObIYHOE,
NMPHUBECTH HEMEMIEHHO KO MHe, Clofia, B anmapTaMeHThl replo-
ruHy. Hauunaiite HeMemneHHO!

CyuiecTBYIOT onpeaciaéHHble NMPeUMYUIECTBa B NOJIOXEHHH
Kackapa, ¥ oH UMM Bocnosb3yeTcsi. CTpaXHHKH, OTAAB YECTb,
pasouutuce. Korma oHu yuum, PaMceii cHoBa obpartiics K
Ocwurecy.

— Ovuann, Menkond, bepran? — nmeHa, KoToprie npecie-
IIOBAJIM €0 BO CHE, C TOTOBHOCTBIO BCIUTLUTM HA NMOBEPXHOCTD.
Ho mioneit Henb3s apecTOBbIBATL HA OCHOBAHUH TOJILKO NOAO-
3peHHit. A TekTy He HAHTH NPOCTHIM NEpeYHCIICHUEM Bparos.

OH cMeno HasBasl JBOMX NMPHHAMLIEXALHX K NapTHH caMoro
Ocureca. OnHako WaMaH He YIMBHICS.

— HaM HyxHO YTO-TO GOMblilee, YeM NPOCTO NMOAO3PEHMS...
— Temnepb, KOrda OHH OCTAIMCh OJHH, OTMETHWIA KaKasi-To
yacTb co3HaHua Pamces, Ocurec obxoawicss 6e3 NbILHOIO
THTYNa.

— MHe ckazanm, yTo Menkond He TOMBKO HcYe3, HO M
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NpHXBAaTWI C cobOii HeBeaOMbIE NIPYTUM 3HaHHUA. bepran xouer
npaBuTh. A Oyally HyXeH He Tonbko Yiax, Ho M OnmpoyH.
Ecm1 oHyu porosopsrcs ¢ Tewnoi... WIM 3acTaBAT €€ BBIATH
3aMyXx 3a beprana...

— 3T0 HEBO3MOXHO — f1 MMelo B BUAy Opak, — noka B
VYnane apyroit umneparop, — orBetw1 Ocurec. — Takoii coio3
OyneTr HeneiCTBHTENICH: OHA NOJDKHA ObITb XEHOH UMIMeparopa.
Ho oHu MoryT HagesiTbest A0roBopuThes, Aa. M npasaa, 4ro Ml
He 3HaeM Bcero, YTo M3BecTHo Menkondy, U 4eM OH MOXET
BOCIIOJIb30BaThcsl. TOProBLbI C ceBepa UMEIOT AEJIO C APEBHUM
opyxuneM. Ho Menkond mckan M apyrue 3a0ObiThle 3HaAHHA.
Cyuranocs, Yyto 3a MenkosipoM xopolo NPUCMATPHUBAIOT B €10
NMoMcKax, Ho.. — Ocurec nokayan ronosoi. — Bce Moryr
ownbarsca. A B JaHHOM ciydae olIMOKAa NpeBpaTWIach B
onacHoctb. Menkonda ceifyac yCUJIEHHO MIYT, HO MBI 3HaeM:
TO, YTO OH Y3HaJI, ONACHO IJI rocyAapcTBa Yian, a MOXeET, H
ans Bcero Mupa. Ero vyt ycepaHo...

— MoxeT He XBaTUTb BpeMeHH, — NpepBal CBsILUIEHHHKA
Pamceit. — Oyawty HyXHbI ObUTH TOJILKO NSATb AHEH — Tenepb
OCTaJIOCh YeTbipe. A CKOJIBKO AHei noHagobutcss Menkondy,
YTOObI NPOU3BCCTH YTO-HUOYAL NOXYXXe OTHEMETOB U OCJIETUIS-
JoLIero TyMaHa?

OH ¢ cwioif yaapun KynakoM no pame aBepH. Tekna. OH
OTTYCTH €€ B Hoyb. OHa yuia, c4HTasgs — OH NMO3BOJIMN €l TaK
MOCYMTaTb, — YTO OH €il He BcpHuT. M Tenepb oHa Mcyesna,
HMKTO He MoXeT e€ HaifTH. JlBopell MOXECT Tenepb NOXOAWTL Ha
PacTpeBOXEHHbII1 MypaBeHHHUK, HO OH COMHEBAJICH, HYTOObI
yaaioch YTO-HUOYAb OGHApYXUTD.

I'naea 17

— ...JIOCTOHiHbIH NpPHHL NpHUc/an K HaM COBCTBEHHOIO Te-
JIOXpaHHTEN, Ballleé BEPXOBHOE MOTYLIECTBO. Y TEJOXPaHHUTENS
6b1n1 nepcTeHb npuHUA beprana. OH cka3an, 4yTo Oeso Ype3Bbl-
YalWHOM BaXHOCTH, NPHUKA3aJl HaM NMOATOTOBHTD K NOJETY ¢aep,

208



TOJTHOCTBIO 3aNpaBUTb ero. Mbl HC MOMIHM NOAYMaTh, YTO 34ECh
YTO-TO HEMPaBWIbLHO.

YenoBek, BLHITAHYBLIMiicA nepea PamceeM, SBHO HEpBHM-
yas. 310 OBUT OAMH M3 CHYXALIMX Ha NMOCAAOYHOH IUIOLIAIKe,
Iie CTOSAT YacTHble (aepbl AMHACTHUHM M BLICLUMX YHHOBHHKOB
ZBOpLA.

— A Koraa nosiwica npuHuU? — y PaMcest cuipHo Gonena
ronosa. bonb npamo-Taku 3BeHena B mas3ax. OH oTxie6Hyn U3
CTakaHa, KoTopblii noctaBwi neped HuM Ocwurec. Pamceit
MOYTH He CO3HaBal, YTO [eJIaeT: OH HamnpsDKEHHO MbITasics
COEeIMHHUTb CBeleHMsl, KOTOphIE MOCTYTIA/IM CO BCETo ABOpLIA.

— Mb1 He 3HaeM, Ballle BepXOBHOe MoryluuecTBo. [1pHHL
npuKasan, 4yrobel ¢iaep NMOATOTOBWIH K HEeMEWIEHHOMY IlO-
JIETY X BCC OT HETO OTOLUTH.

— A nmwior?

— I1puHu yacTo cam BoauT (iaep, Ballle BEPXOBHOE MOTY-
LLECTBO.

— WM HUKTO He BUaeN, KTO canwics B MaluMHy? MHe TpyaHo
B 3TO NoBepUTb, — PaMceli cTapajcsi roBOpHTb CIOKOIHO,
JIEPXATb HCTCpNEeHHe Mol KOHTpoJieM. — JleXypHble CTPaXXHH-
KM JOJDKHBI NMPUCYTCTBOBAThL NPHU B3NETE?

YenoBeK ¢ TPYAOM IVIOTHYJL.

— Bceraa npucyTcTBYIOT, Ballle BEPXOBHOE MOTYLLECTBO.
Ho... Ho npuHua Beprana Takoe HaGnloaeHHe YacTo NPUBOAM-
JIo B rHeB. Y1 OH cnieuManbHO NpHMKa3biBasl, YTOObl CTPAXKHMKOB
He ObIBAJIO NPH €ro YacCTHRIX Aenax. OH roBopui... YTO He AacT
BO3MOXHOCTH JOHOCYMKAM BMELIMBATLCSA... — YEJIOBEK Tenepb
ensa He 3aMkancsi. — [loBepbTe MHe, Ballle BEpXOBHOE MOTy-
LIECTBO, 5 JIMLUb NOBTOPSAIO CJIOBA NpyMHLA beprana, ckazaHHble
HECKOJIbKO MecsIlieB Has3al.

— Wrak, ¢naep yneren, ¥ Bbl He 3HaeTe, Kyla U KTO B HEM
6bL1, — noasén uror Pamceii.

— BepxoBHoe MoryliecTBo, Mbl IOAYHHSUTHCD NPHKa3y. Mbl
JIOJDKHBI MOCTYTIaTh, KaK NPHUKA3bIBalOT, — OTBETHI Ye/IOBeK.
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Pamceii B3noxHyn. Cnyxawmii 6s11 npaB, KoHeuyHo. Ho yro-
TO 37eCh KpbUIOCh... KAKOE-TO YYBCTBO... MOXET, CJIHIIKOM
npsiMoi oreeT. [lo3roMy Tak TpyaHo ero npuHaTs? IlepcTeHb
Beprasa M ero mnpukKas, KOTOPLIM CJIENOBAJIO NOAYHHHTLCS.
B3nér Bce BHIENH, HO KTO yJleTeJl B HOYb, HEM3BECTHO.

— Moxewb HaTH, — GPOCHI OH CITyXalleMY € TUIOLIAAKH.
Ho npexae ueM oH ¢ obneryeHneM mcue3, PaMmceii obparuics
KO BTOpOMY, KOTOPLIH NPHLIET C HUM:

— Mox#o nu npocneauTs Kype dnaepa?

— Her, BepxoBHOe MoryulecTBo. YKa3aTelb Kypca He ObUT
BKMOYEH. Tak ObiBaer. JleTsilMe MO YacTHBIM AejiaM 4acTo
HapylIaloT NpaBHia.

— OcobeHHO, eci OHH BaXHble JHLA, BepHO? — PaMceii
NO3BOJIWI T'HEBY OKPACHTbL CBOM CJIOBA.

ToT npoMomyan, 1 3To yxe ObUT JOCTATOYHBIN OTBeT. Pam-
ceil not€p no6. KoMHaty sipko ocpelnano conHue. OH He Mor
olnpeneNTh, KOTOPBI Yac, HO Ka3ajloCh, YTO CO BpEMEHH
HcYye3HOBeHHA Tek/bl MpOLUIO HECKOJIBKO AHEM.

B cnanbHe noa NpHCMOTPOM JOBEPEHHOI CITYXXaHKH caMoit
HMIIepaTpULibl No-npexHeMy cnana [puumnbaa. CayxaHka
cpasy JOJIOXMT, KaK TOJIbKO YBMIMT IiepBble NPH3HAKU Ipo-
OyXIeHHs1. A 4YTO KacaeTcsl OCTAILHOIO — YTO el€ OHU
cobpann?

TopcTka cBeneHHi, KOTOpble HHKAK He yNaBaJloCh COBMeC-
TUTb. Yneren dumaep... Huroe Bo aBopue He MOTIYT OTBICKATb
Ouvamia... CTpaXHMK M3 BTOPOi OallIH¥ AOJIOXKWI, YTO OKJIMK-
HYJ KOTO-TO H C 3TOT0 BpeMEHM HHUYETo HE MOXET BCTIOMHHTB.
Oduuep HalEN ero Ha NOCTY, CTPAXHHUK ObUI B COCTOSIHUM,
CXOJHOM CO CHOM.

Ouamn... bepran... Menkosnd... — HUKOro U3 HUX HaWTH He
ynanoch. PaMceit Me/IeHHO NoOAHsT cTakaH, HEOXMAAHHO MO-
HsU1, YTO JeNaeT, M AOMWA A0 AHA ero coaepxuMoe. Hanurox
TOPYWI, M 3TO €ro cjierka B3éoapuno. Moxer, 1amMaH IbiTaeT-
cs onouThb ero?
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— Y10 310? — 10HO1WIA NocMoTpen Ha Ocureca, KOTOPLIi B
CBOIO oYcpelb NPUCTAILHO CMOTPEJ Ha Hero.

— Bcero nuubL CTUMYNSHT, BepXoBHOE Moryuectso. U
TipHHecau eny. Tbl He HOJDKEH NOBOAMTb ceba OO npeaena,
KOraa MoO3r yXe He CMOXeT YMpaBJiaTh TeioM. Ecim Teno
OTKAXeT, YTO Thl CMOXeElUb CAe/aTh?

PaMceii oTkuHyncA B Kpecne. bonblie cBuaeTeneil, Xayumx
Jornpoca, He ocTaBajloch. OH CpaXascs ¢ YCTaIOCTbO, KOTopast
6ompio 3acTpsina B rosiose. Kak pesynbrar pasapaXeHus OT
HamnpacHbBIX YCWIHIA.

Bo3MoxHo, HauMHao aeiicTBoBaTh cpeacTBo Ocureca. bomb
B INla3ax fABHO ocnabena. HeoxaunmanHo Pamceit mnoHsui, yro
rosioaeH. OTKMHYBLUKCH TOJIOBOM Ha CIMIMHKY KpecJa, OH Cnpo-
CHIL:

— YTo cKkaxelllb 06 3T0if nmyranuue, IIpocBeli€HHBII?

— A Tbl YTO CKaxelb? — OTBETWI BOIIPOCOM Ha BOMPOC
Ocuwurec.

PaMmceit HaxMypwica. OH NbITaIC COEAMHHMTb OGDBIBKH,
OTBEPrHyTb caMble Henenble npeanoyioxeHlus. M y Hero Teneps
¢ OpMHPOBAIOCH NOJO3PEHHE, TAKOE CHIbLHOE, YTO MPOCTO TaK
€ro He OTOpOCHILb.

— KaxeTcs, — MeaieHHO 3aroBOpWI OH, — OHM cOeXanu,
OHM MOIYT ObITh AaXe 3a Mnpeaenamu Yaaza. OTKyna HauHEM
NOMCKH?

Pamceit ymonk, Ho OcHTec HHYEro He CKa3ajl B OTBeET.
O3HayaJio JiM ero MOJTYaHHeE corlacHe ¢ 3TUMM aKTaMM WM Y
lUaMaHa TOXe BO3HMKIO IpeQYyBCTBUE, YTO CIIMILKOM YX
NErKMii BbIBOA MM MoAGpPOCHIM, cIMUIKOM npaMoii? He B
npupone Ouanna Tak npsAMO MATH K cBoeif uenu. PaMceit He
MOT ObITb YBEpEHHBIM B COOCTBEHHBIX BbIBOJIAX, BOBMOXHO, 3TO
6bLIM MPOCTO NOralKy, OCHOBaHHbIE Ha Bepe B COOCTBCHHYIO
uHTYMUHIO. Ho OH He cMes Takke AyMaTh, YTO €ro yTBepXae-
HMe BEpHO, YTO HET HaleXIbl Ha TpecsiefIoBaHHeE.

YTo cMOIIH OHH Y3HATb 06 Ovasule 3a 3TH Yachl TEpPNEJIUBbIX
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M HeTepneauBbix qonpocoB? Hukakux cBuaetesneii KOHTAKTOB
BEPXOBHOTO COBETHMKA ¢ npuHUeM bepranoM. KoHeyno, 310
BOBCE He O3HA4ajlo, YTO TAKMX KOHTAKTOB He ObLUIO.

BepXoBHBIN COBETHMK cpa3y MNpoOLUEA B OTBEAEHHOE A
HEro MNoMelleHHe, B KOTOPOM OH BCErda OCTAaHABIMBAICA B
JloMe. Jaxe cBoero JUYHOIO CIYTYy OH OTIMycTW1. Toro gonpa-
IIMBAIH 0cOOCHHO TUlaTeabHO. OTNYCTW, CKA3aB, YTO HOJ/DKCH
M3Y4HTb NOKYMCHTbI, KOTOpblE BCKOpE 3aTpcOyeT HOBbII UMIe-
patop. CrpaxHuK nokiasics, Yyto Ouya/ul He BBIXOAWI M3
KOMHarhl.

Dra KISTBa TOXE HHYCro He o3HavyaeT. Pamceidd moMHMN
COOCTBEHHbIH OMBIT BCTPCYH CO CTPAKHHUKAMM, HAXOAUBLIMMH-
cs noa BHyweHneM. Koraa Oyana npyiwm 3BaTh Ha COBCLLIAHHE
IO NIOBOAY UCYE3HOBEHHUS NepLOIMHH, CTO KOMHATa OKa3aach
IyCTOM.

Menxkong, nocieqHUi NnpeacTaBUTENb 3TONO TPHO, MO-CBO-
eMy Mor ObITb TaK Xe omnaceH, Kak U Oyawn. OH Ucye3 NepBbIM,
HECKOJILKO JHeil Ha3al. M cylecTBYIOT o4eHb CHILHBIC AOKA-
3aTeNIbCTBA €ro TECHBIX cBA3eil ¢ bepranom.

PaMcesi BbIBEJIO M3 3ayMUUBOCTH TNOSIBICHHE NOAHOCA C
enoii. OH en ObICTPO M CKOPO OYMCTHI Bce Tapeaxku. JInbo
nua, 1M6o cTuMyISHT OcHTeca NMpHIATIH €MY HOBBIX CHII. A
BMeCTe C TeM CHOBa NOSBWIACh BHYTPEHHSS! YBEpPEHHOCTb B
cebe.

— Yro B31n ¢ coboii Menkong? UHcTpymMeHTHI, NpHGOPHI,
3anucu? — CrNpoOCH OH, OTOABHUIras nociegHee 6miono.

— Bce MalumHb ocTanuch Ha Mectax, — oTBeTwi Ocurec. —
Hcue3s cenexrop o6MeHHHKa. 1 Mbl 0GHapyXWIH, YTO HCYE3NTH
3anMcH 00 3KcnepuMeHTax. UX HeT naxe B ABYyX TaWHHMKAX.

— A caM OOMEeHHHK?

— E£€ uapcTBeHHOe Be/lMKONENHMe INMpHKa3ala YHUYTOXUTD
ero. I cam npocieana 3a 3TUM.

— MoXHO M ero BOocCTaHOBHUTBL? — HacTauBal Pamceit.

— Takas 3anaya norpeOyeT 3HAYMTENBLHBIX PECYPCOB... U
BpEMEHH...
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— Ho 310 MoxHO caenatn?

— Co 3HauusiMH Menkonda — ga, — NOATBEpPXAECHUE
MPO3BYyYANIO BeCbMa HEOXOTHO.

— CmoxeT M Menkong ynpaBisTh UM, KaK paHblue?

— Her! Onun He cMoxeT, — Ha 31OT pa3 orBeT Ocureca
MPHIIEN HEMEAICHHO M YBCPpeHHo. — MaluMHa npousBoautr
caM 0OMEH, HO C e¢ NMOMOLIbIO HEb3s HAaWTH COOTBCTCTBYIO-
LLYy10 TUYHOCTbD.

— Jla, 3T0 IOJDKEH JenaTh Thl CBOMMH CHaMM, — COTJIaCWICH
Pamceit. — Tak uTo, ecnu gaxe Menkond BocCTAaHOBHMT CBOM
OO6MEHHHMK, OH HE CMOXET NPHUBECTH €ro B AeMcTBHe 6e3 Tex
crnocofHOCTel, KOTopble NMPUMEHSET Ballle TOBapHULIECTBO. A
OHO TNOMOXET eMy?

— Her — Ocwurec crnerka HaxnoHWICs Briepen.

— Tb1 OYeHb yBEpEH...

— Tak npososrnawieHo. Mpl He XOTUM Gosblie, 4TOOLI
HeonpeAcnEHHOCTh U3MEHsUIa Gymyluee.

— XoTb oaHOro s AO6GMICS CBOMM CYILECTBOBAHHEM, —
sametun Pamceit. — Toroa 3ayem Menkond B3su1 ¢ coboit
caMyl0 TMaBHYK 4acTb OOMCHHMKA? — JoHowa Bctal. — S
JIyMalo, YTO CTOMT OCMOTPETDb €ro J1abopaTopHIo.

WHTyMuua npu3biBasia €ro K JEHMCTBUIO, KaK OCTPbIA HIOX
cobaku yKasblBaeT Ha cnabblif, HO paznnYuMbIi cined. OH He
MOT OTOPOCHTDb MBICJIb O TOM, YTO OTJET yiaepa — BCEro JIMLLb
3aBeca, XMTPOCTb, yJ0BKa. OHa fo/DkHa 6bL1a yOoenuTb Tex, YTo
HLIYT, YyTO Gerielbl BHE NpeNeoB MX JOCSAraéMOCTH.

— BepxoBHOE MoOryllecTBo...

PanMceit kakoe-To BpeMsi He MOT TOHSITb, K KOMY allpecOBaH
3TOT TUTYN. [lorpyX€HHbII B pasMbILUUIEHHS, OH B3NISIHYJ] Ha
3aMeplIero y ABepei CTpaXHHKA.

— Ja?..

— Tpuwén yenosex. OH TOBOPHT, YTO ero Bhi3biBIH. Ero
JocTaBWIM Ha ¢naepe [IpocBell€HHBIX...

Tax MHOro coObITHif MPOH3OLUIO CO BPEMEHM TMoOCJeaHeH
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HouyM, yTo PaMceil HeCKOJIBKO CEKyHA He MOr cooOpa3uTb.
Henan... Heyxem?..

— Bnycrure ero!

CrpaxXHHK NPOITYCTWI YeJI0BeKa B POCTOM KOCTIOME HaéM-
HHKa. Yenosek 3ToT 6bUT G/leiIEeH ¥ OTYACTH YTPAaTH BJIACTHYIO
yBepeHHOCTDb B cebe. JIMLo ero c/IoBHO nocrapesio Ha HECKOJb-
KO JIeT M TpeTepnesio ell€ OOHO H3MEHEHHe; OAHAKO 3TUM
YeNIOBEKOM C MPa4YHBIM JIMLIOM JeHCTBHUTE/ILHO OKA3aJCs BOJb-
HbIH KaImHTaH.

Pamceii 6picTpo MoAOLIEN K HEMY.

— Tb1 npmuén!

Jlo 3T0or0 MOMEHTa OH HE BEpW, YTO BCTpeya B ITyCTOTe
TIPUHECET KAKOM-TO pe3ynbTar.

JenaH orBeTH! NPUBLIMHBIM TOXAaTHEM IUIEY, HO B 3TOM He
YYBCTBOBAJIOChH NPEXHETO TerUia.

— Ilpmué€n, BepxoBHoe MoryilecTso. Iloyemy...

Mexny HuMKM OynTro BcTana nperpaga. Inasa JemaHa He
6bUIH 3aKpbIThI, KAK BO CHe PaMces, HO JIMLIO 3aMKHYJIOCb U
pa3yM, HaBepHoe, ToXe. OH BBINIAAE/] TAKMM X€ HanpsDKEH-
HbIM, KaK BITyCTHBLUMIi €ro CTPaXHHK.

— OcraBb Hac! — npukazan Pamceii crpaxuuky. Tonbko
KOIja ABepb 3aKpbUlach, OH 3aroBOPWI CHOBA, XOTA €ro H
ycTpallWia TakKasl pe3Kas NnepeMeHa B YeJIOBEKe, KOTOpbIi
€AMHCTBEHHDII MOr ObITb €ro APYTOM.

— JlenaH, s cedyac ropopio Kak Apayr. Tl xouelub oTo-
MCTHTD 4€JIOBEKY, KOTOpbIM Hacjiajl Ha Hac IU1amMs? — MpoOLET
JIM 310 obelllaHue mperpagy Mexay HMM M BOJbHBIM KaluTa-
HOM?

Ha mMrHoseHue nuuo JleaaHa oX3MBWIOCH.

— Twm ero 3Haews? — Bonpoc Mpo3Byyan XpuIo; Henan
. OXWI, CNIOBHO TOJILKO XaXXa MECTH MOIJIa IPOPBaTbCsl CKBO3b
HaJIoXXeHHOe Ha Hero obnako yxaca.

— 3Hao, k10 H noyeMy. Ciaywait... — Pamceit 6bicTpo
nepeckasa, yto y3Han oT Oyaia — Kak oOLIeCTBO HCIIOB30-
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BATH B XXECTOKOM YXXAaCHOM 3KCTIEpUMEHTE N0 MpOBEpKe HOBO-
Io opyxus ¢ cesepa. '

Jluuo denaHa cHoBa 3acTbulo, TONBKO IIa3a Ha 3TOM OCY-
HyBLIEMCs M3MYYEeHHOM JIMLe nbutaym rHepoM. Korna Pamceii
3aKOHYWI, OH KOPOTKO CKAa3aJl:

— B 3toM nene Moxelllb NMPUKA3bIBATh MHE: S MCIOJIHIO!

— Torna caenaii BOT 4ro, — obpanosaics PaMmceii. — Mbi
MllieM TaiHHHUK, B KOTOPOM MOTYT HaXO4WTLCA CTPaHHble npel-
MeTbl. Mbl HageeMcsl, YTO OH IIOCJHYXHMT HadalioM cJiela,
KOTopbIi MpuBEeAET Hac K Ovamy...

OcHrec yxXe HanpaBwics K ABEPH.

— To1 yro-TO 33anyMan, — ckasan oH Pamcelo. — Tol Gonblue
He OyMaelllb, YTO HaM HYXHO McKaTh ¢uiaep.

— 3710 TONBKO MpemyyBCcTBHe, — PaMceit He Mor oGmbsc-
HHUTb, HO NpPEOYYBCTBHE CTAJI0 TAKHM CWILHBIM, CJIOBHO OH
HALUEN XeJie3HOe A0KA3aTeIbCTBO.

— IlpenyyBcTBHE MOXET OKA3aThCsl LICHHee moboro ¢akra,
— oTBeTWI 1WaMaH.— Tbl pbilapb CHOB, Thl JOJDKEH BEPUTDH B
CBOM NpeaqyyBCTBHUS U CHBI.

Tak Pamceii cHoBa oKa3ascs B TaiHoIt 1abopaTopuH, KOTo-
pYI0O B MpOLLIbIA pa3 He cyMeNl KakK CleAyeT pas3rIAAcTb.
OcTanpHble TOAMWIKCH 32 HUM. B nabopatopum uapun xaoc.
OyeBUAHO, NPHKA3 UMIIEPATPHLIbl BBIMOTHWIH TLIATEJIBHO H C
TOTOBHOCTbIO. MalllMHbl, CTOSIBLUME aKKypaTHbIMH psilaMH,
OpuTM pas6buTbl, KaK OyATO MX KOJIOTWIH C CWIOH M SpOCTLIO
KY3HEYHbIM MOJIOTOM.

[Ton yceuBann obnoMku o6opymoBaHHsl, OCKOJNKU CTeKa,
M3OTHYTBIA MeTaU1, TaK YTO NpPHXOAWIOCh NpobupaThesl OCTO-
poxHo. TcM He MeHee OCKOJIKH BCE paBHO NOXPYCTHIBAIM NOA
nogowBaMH. TOT, KTO TyT HOeHCTBOBaj, MnocTapajics, YTOObI
HHMYEro He COXpaHWIOCh.

Ocurec wEn Bnepeay, noaodbpaB Mojibl OAeXIbl PYKOH,
CJIOBHO He XOTe/l CONPHUKOCHOBEHHs Jaxe ¢ obiomkamMu. OH
NpoBEN MX MMMO pa3OHUTOro CIVIIOCHYTOro O6MEHHHKa, M3
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KOTOPOIo TOpYalIM CIUVIaBJIEHHble M OOOpBaHHble NpoBOAa, K
JajbHe! CTeHe KOMHATbl, Y KOTOPOH CTOSUIO HECKOJIbKO He-
6oJbIINX 1IKAHYHKOB.

JBeplbl BceX KAQIYHKOB ObUTH PACKPLITE, OHH JIH6O CBM-
CaJIM Ha NeTisX, MO0 BaLUINCh, COpBaHHbIE, Ha noyty. BHyTpu
crekiach NnoyepHeBUIas Macca, NaxHyBlUass XHMHKUTHSIMH.

— Bor 31010 MMNEpaTpuua He MpHKa3biBana, — MOSCHUN
waMaH. — 3anucH ObUIM YHHYTOXEHBI OO TOro, KakK 30echb
nopabGoTaln Hallii JIogH. A BOT 3TO, — OH NMOJOLIEN K KOHLY
psina wkahyYMKoB U NokKasaj Ha ABE ITYCTble NMOJIKK B CTEHE, —
BOT 3Ta YacTb VIS Hac NMOJHasi HEOXWIAHHOCTb. MbI 06 3TOM
TaHHHKE HE 3HAIM.

Ilocne eabl ¥ nocne Toro, Kak 60Jb B roJIoBe paccocanach,
co3HaHMe Pamcess nmposiciuioch. CNOBHO OH CNokoifHo, Ge3
BOJIHEHUH M TPEBOT, NMpoCNal BCIO HOYb.

— 3HayMT, HaM HEM3BECTHO, YTO NMPHUXBATWI ¢ coboit Men-
Kond. A oTKyaa OH... OTKyaa Bbl NMOJYYHIM NepBOHaYalbHbIE
3HaHMA, YTOObl HayaTh BCe 3TH McclielOBaHUA?

Bnepsrlie Ha mue OcHureca NosiBWIOCH BhIpaXXeHHE 3aMellia-
TEJIbCTBA.

— He Bce 3HaHua Benukoit 3pwbl yrpayeHnl. Haummch
NpOHHLATE/NbHbIE M TNpPEeAYCMOTPHTEbHbIE JIIOAU, OpraHM30-
BaBlIME TAHHHUKH. DTN TAHHUKHY NMOMOTI/IN BLDKMTb UM CaMMM H
BCeil UMBMAN3aLMH. HeKoTopble U3 HUX MBI OTBICKATH. Teneps
s ayMaio, yto Menkond obHapyxun B 3anucsiX, KOTOPLIE Mbl
€My mnepelald, yKa3zaHMA Ha ApyrHe TaWHUKM. OH HX TaiiHo
pa3rpabwi. C/IMUIKOM YX OXOTHO OH COIIallajIiCsi ¢ HaMH.

— Ho kT0 Takoit Menkond? — cnpocun Pamceii.

OcwHtec OTBETWI MEUIEHHO H C SIBHOH HEOXOTOM.

— On u3 Pouin B Mappetue. He Bce uywme nytu
INpocselueHns 001a0a10T HYXHBIM 111 HAWMX LENEH XapakTe-
poM. Ho B To Xe BpeMsa Mbl MOXeM HCMOJb30BaTh HX BO
BHeluHeM Mupe. [1oaToMy, XOTb OHM M He JAIOT KISITBY, Mbl
[a€M MM BO3MOXHOCTb pa3BHUTL CBOM CNIOCOOHOCTH M paboTaTh
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¢ HawMM ToBapMulecTBOM. CnocobHoctn Menkonga Obum
HamnpaBJieHbl Ha paboTy ¢ IpeBHUM obopynoBaHueM, — OcHrec
pyKoit 06Bén naboparopuio. — OH oKa3aicsi TeHHeM MO CIo-
COOHOCTAIM TNPOYMTATh OOHApPYXEHHble HAaMHM HEMOHATHbIE
3amicd. Ho MBI He nmpuHUManu ero Bo BHyrpenHuit Kpyr.

IToaToMy OH octaBuw1 MappeTuy U AONIO CTPaHCTBOBAI.
HasepHoe, B 3TO BpeMsl OH U OOHapyXWw1i Kakue-TO TaifHHKH
IpeBHMX 3HaHMil. B IOpn oH BCTpeTWICH ¢ OXOTUBLIMMCS TaM
npuHueM bepranom. B JloM ero npusé3 bepran. Menkond
cienan HaM npemioxeHue... — OcHTeC NoKayan rolioBor. —
Ha e€ uapcTBeHHOe Be/JMKOJCNME OHO TMPOU3BE/NO Brevartse-
HMeE, MMIepaTpyLa Npu3sana MeHsa. Y Mbl pelUMIH, YTo BO UM
6e3onacHocTM Ynaga... — lIaMaH 3aMoJTyan.

Jlonr Moero TOBapHMlIECTBA — BO3POAWTb LUMBWIN3ALIMIO,
no6uTbesd, YTOObI BEpHYJIOCh MOIYLIECTBO Haulero poaa. B
Ynane BnepBble NOABWIOCH YCTOMYHBOE MPAaBUTENbLCTBO, BOLA-
puiaca 3akoH. M Mbl no/DKHBI 6bUTM 3TO coxpaHuTb. K ToMy
Xe... Mbl TIOMYYany JOCTYN K OPeBHUM 3HaHMSM, K YeMy TOXE
CTPEMIINCD.

— A KTO npeIoxu éxcnepumcu‘r c obMeHHUKoM: Men-
xong WM ToBapuuiecTBO? — crnipocun Pamceil. O6bsacHeHue
ero Hemano yauBuio. OH He ayman, yto Ocurec Gyaer roso-
PHUTb TaK OTKPOBEHHO.

— TlpuHuun peiictBuss oOMeHHHKa ObL1 HaM HM3BECTEH, —
orBetun Ocurec. — Menkond okasaincs cnocobeH pa3BUTb
3TOT NpUHUMN. K TOMY Xc... — OH NMPHUCTaJbHO NMOCMOTpPEN B
nuuo Pamcelo. — K ToMy Xe MbI NOJTyYWIH NpeicKasaHUe: HaM
CIENOBANI0 COCPENOTOYMTLCS Ha cwie cHoB. Koraa BbisicHH-
JIOCb, YTO CHbl U OOMEHHMK JCHCTBYIOT BMECTC... MMEHHO TaKoe
3HaHHME HaM ObUIO HYXHO...

— Jlopa uMnepatop, — HEOXMIAHHO B pa3roBOp BMeLIacs
JlenaH, cloBHO €ro NMOATOHSUIO HETepreHWe NeiCTBOBaTb, —
KTO TaKoii 3TOoT Mesnkosnd, 0 KoTopoM Thl roBopHiib? OH oTaan
NPHUKA3 YHUYTOXMUTb Haule obliecTso?
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— Her. Ho oH — y4acTHMK 3aroBopa, BO WUCMONTHEHHE
KoToporo 6bL1 OTAaH TOT NpHKas, — oreeTH1 Pamceii. OH
CTOSU HEMOABMXHO, HE OTBOAA B3IIsLA2 OT YHHUYTOXEHHBIX
3aMHCei.

YTO-TO MEJTbKHYJIO... MbIC/Tb... HAMEK? TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK OH
61 YOexnéH, yro Menkond n bepran ocranuch B Jlome, Tak
Xe pocjio HOBOE NMpedyyBCTBHE YETO-TO BAXHOTO.

OH nopoweén K neppoMy wikagy. [Togobpan ¢ nona obno-
MaHHbIN METAUIMYECKHUIA CTEPXEHDb M MOLUEBETWI UM RIAKHYIO
Maccy B WKacdy, BbI3BaB TOJILKO CHWIbHOE 3JIOBOHHE, 3aCTaBUB-
lee BceX 3aKauuiaTbess. OH He OOHapyXwl HHMYEro, TOJNLKO
ybeawics, YTo coaepXuMoe ObLI0 CUCTEMATHYECKH YHHUYTOXe-
Ho. C/lOBHO B CTapoii-CTapoii AeTCKOM MIpe, KOraa Mulclub
CNpSATaHHbIH NpeAMET NOA BBIKPUKU «TOPSYO» U «XOJIOZHO».
TonbKo Ha 3TOT pa3 BLIKPHKHBAIOT HE €ro CIyTHUKHU, NpeayvyB-
CTBUE MIOET U3HYTPH, U3 CO3HAHMA.

3Jrta yacTb JabopaTopuu Haubosiee BaxHas, Pamceli Obu1
yBepcH B 3ToM. OH NpO0oJDKa HCKaTh NMOATBEPXACHUSA CBOETO
MpeayYyBCTBUS, CMETAI Maccy M3 1WIKadoB Ha Mnoj, Bopolua e
CTEepXHEM, HO HHYero He Haxoawn. M Tonbko koraa nmpubnu-
3UJcs K ABYM MOTaiHbIM IOJIKaM, BHYTPEHHMIi rojioc cKasaj
eMy: «ropsdo». Ho TyT Huyero He 6bUIO, JaxXe OCTAaTKOB
YHHYTOXEHHOTO.

TaitHuk npeacramnstn coboii y3koe yriayOneHHe Ha BbICOTE
NIPUMEPHO 4eThIpEX ¢yTOB OT nosna. B HEM aBe coBeplieHHO
nycTble noaxku. Pamceil mocryyan no HUM — MOXeT, TAUHMK
BHYTpM TaiiHMKa? Ho mo cTyKy HH4Yero onpeaenutb ObUTO
HeJb3sl.

On nosepHynca k Ocwurecy.

— Yro 3a creHo#?

[1lamMaH mokayan ronoBoii.

— Huyero. D10 MecTo JaBHO M3BECTHO, TYT 6bL1a COKpO-
BMUIHKLIA M TalHas TIOPbMa BO AHM, BOCXOMSILIME K BpeMEeHaM
Ilangepa, koraa Jlom GbU1 CTO/MMIICH ApeBHENo KOpPOJIEBCTBA
Ynan.
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Ho npenuyscrBue PaMcess He Obu10 yaomierBopeHo. Ime-To
30ech HaXOAWICS KoY, KOTOpbIii MOr npuBecTH K Menkondy.
A Pamceit cyuran, yro Tam, rae Menkond, tam xe Ouawr,
npuHU — K Texmna.

CHoBa NpOCTy4yall OH BHYTPEHHOCTH TaifHMKa. CIUIOLIHOM
KaMEHb 3alHei CTEHKM BbINIAAEN Ha PeAKOCTh MNPOYHBIM,
CJIOBHO OT BeKa Haxoawics 3aech. OH, KOHEYHO, MOXET 3acTa-
BHTB C/TYT pa30UTDb 3Ty CTEHY M HUYero He o6HapyxuT. M BcE xe
BHYTPEHHHUH ToJIoc NPOAO/DKa/ YTBEPXIaTh, YTO clicl HaYUHa-
€Tcsl 30ech.

— 1 xo4y... — OH NpHHS pellleHHe. — DTa CTeHa JODKHA
6bITL cHeceHa! Ecnu B 3aMKe €CThb 4eJIOBEK, XOPOLLIO 3HAIOLMIA
3TO 31aHMe, NPUBEAUTE €ro cioja.

HenaH B cBolO oyepeab OCMOTpeE/ TaWHMK.

— Jlopa vMnepaTop... — TaKXe€ BOOPYXMBLUMCH OG/IOMKOM
C MoJa, OH TILATENLHO, KaK nepel HUM PaMceii, npocTyxkusan
BHYTPEHHOCTH Tai{HHKA. — B KaMHe HMKaKMX weneii. Eciu Toi
MlLelb NOTaHHOM X0, TONLKO OTHEMEThI, KOTOpble YHHYTOXH-
JI1 MO€ 061LecTBO, CNIOCOGHBI €ro 31ech NponaenaTh.

— Ilponenats xoa... — MeIeHHO NoBTopua PaMceil. — Mai
HE MOXeM TpaTuTb Bpems. HaM HyXHO JMIubL y3HaThb Hanpab-
JICHHeE.

— W TONbKO Thl MOXELIb €r0 OTBICKATb, BEPXOBHOC MOTY-
LLECTEO.

PaMceli B3IISIHYN Ha liaMaHa.

— Ha, — xuBHyn Ocurec, — TO/MbLKO Thl. Thl yXe 3Haellb
ITyTb, IO KAKOMY HYXHO WITH.

PaMmceii oTOpocun crepxeHb.

— 5 HHMKOMY He TNO3BOJIIO CHOBAa BMELUMBATLCH B CBOIO
XHM3Hb! — MpayHO 3asiBW1 OH.

— 3T0 U He HYyXHO, pbilapb. CHia NpHHAIEXHT Tebe, U
TOJIbKO Thl MOXeLUIb €10 BOCIOJIb30BaThCS.

CHosa B nycroty? Ho Beab ero nepsas NomnkeITKa NpHBena K
HeMmy JlenaHa. Moxer, cHoBa...
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OH obparwics K KalHTaHy.

— Tol 3Haewb, yTo MBI MLeM. S roeopio ¢ 'no6ou OTKDOBEH-
Ho, JlenaH. B 310M aBOpLE A1 HE MOry JOBEpUTLCA HH OXHOMY
YeJIOBEKY, 3a UcKIIoYyeHHeM T1cbs. [loToMy yTo Haum norpe6-
HOCTH COBNanaloT. Mbl JO/DKHBI HAaHTH yOMilLy — youiily He
ONHOIO YesioBeKa, a MHOrMX. [IpocBelIEHHBIN CYMTAeET, 4YTO,
HaBepHOe, 3TO MOXHO Cl€/laTh — M He C NMOMOLIbIO OTHS WIH
KaKMX-JIM60 MHcTpyMeHTOB. EciM s HayHy Takoif mouck, Oy-
Jellb JIX Thl OXpaHATb MeHsA? He no3sosuiue HUKOMY NOAOHTH
Ko MHe?

— Jlopn wvMmeparop, eciM ciell, KOTOpbIA Tbl MLIELUb,
BbIBEAET K YOHUIille, 1 TBOI BepHbIii Ye/IOBEK — Ha 3TOT NOoMCK!

PamMceit xuBHyn. Obelianne npo3Byyaio TaK Xe TBEPIO, KaK
K/ISITBA Ha KpPOBH, XOTA M Oan ero [eaaH, KoToporo Tenepb
Pamceit noytn He 3Hal.

— 3r10 cnpaBeannBo. Xopoluo, 1amaH. S noiay no agopore
cHa. Ho u Tbl go/DKeH JaTh MHe OGClIaHMe — Ha TOM, YTO ML1d
Tebs1 cBAlWEeHHO. MHe He noTpebyeTcs TBOS MOMOLUL — HHU
TBOSI, HH NOAOOHLIX TeGe. S caenal 3To OAMH M COBEpLIEHHO
cBOGONHO WIM He cAcnalo coBceM!

— Moxewb cuuTaTh, YTO OHO AaHO, — oTBeTA OcHTec, —
Tol nepemeHHbnit dakTop. M1, naxe ecnu 6bl 3aXOTeaH, He
MOXeM KOHTpPOJIMpOBAaTh WIH HAIpaBIsATb TBO¢ Oyayulce.

U xota Pamceii ryboko Hc n0Bepsu1 WaMaHy M €My nofo-
6HBIM, OH moayMan, 4To 3TOMY obelaHmo [IpoceeléHHOrO
MOXHO BepMTb, KaK M cjioBy JlenaHa.

— Torna papaiite caenaeM 3TO... — OH OTBEpHYJNCS OT
pa3rpabieHHbIX WKadoB, KOTOPLIE B €10 CO3HAHMM NPOAOJDKa-
JIN OCTaBaTLCA OBEPLIO K YEMY-TO, XOTSl OH M HE 3HaJ, KaK eé
OTKDbITb.

OHH BepHy/IHMCbh B KOMHaTy, rae Pamceil xman aoknagos
obrickuBalolmx ABopel. OH yBHIEN, YTO COJIHUE YXE€ MOYTH
ceno, Ha Jlom 6bicTpo HaaBurasacb Houb. M Houb Kasanachk
OoJsiee noaxonsIlIMM BpeMEHEM U1 A€/la, KOTOpOoe OH cobupa-
csl NIPeanpHUHSTD.
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OcuHTec oTaa1 NpUKa3, NPHUHECIIH el eabl U NMUTbs. PaMceii
3HakoM npurnacun JlefaHa NpHCOCAMHUTLCS, CaM LIAaMaH JIMLLDb
HECKOJILKO pa3 OTNWI M3 Hebonbloi, HeoObIYHOH (OopMbI
OyTLUIOUKH.

— MpbI equM, yTOOLI HabpaThesi cW, — nosscHun Pamceit. —
To1, Jenan, nosokeH Oyaellib JEXYPUTb BCIO HOYb... WIHM 4acTb
HouH. Ckonwko notpebyercsi. IloroMy yto s Oyny cnatb... U
BMAETb CHBbI...

— CHb1?

— HWctunHbie cHbl. [loBepp MHe, JlenaH, B 3THX CHax
3aKII0YeHa MCTHHA. Sl yxe ybenwics B 3TOM.

BonbHblil KanuTaH 3a1yMYHBO cMOTpes Ha Hero. Ha kopor-
KO€ BpPCMsl OH CJIOBHO 3a0bU1 O CBOCi1 O1epXXUMOCTH.

— ¥ 1¢6s nmuo Kackapa, uMnepaTop, U Tbl, O-BUIHMOMY,
npaBuilb 3aech, B JlJomec. Ho cefivac Tbl roBopuiub O Bellax,
KoTopble 3a60TAT Tonbko TlpocBeliEHHBIX. YTO ThI 3a YenoBeK?

Pamceit paccmesuica. Bo3amoxso, JlenaH, KoToporo oH 3Hai,
M He coBceM yMmep. BcTpeTHBLUMCH C KAMMTAHOM B3IVISLAOM, OH
ybeawncs B 3ToM elu€ Gonblie.

— 370 ANMHHAsA UCTOpHS, APYT, ¥ IOBEPUTb B He€ HEJNErKo.
Ho s He Kackap u He IIpocBelu€HHbli... 1 — 370 4... MOXeT
OLITh, 1 TONLKO BIXY CHbI. A BOT HaCKOJILKO OHH NpPaBAMBEI, 5
€€ Jo/DKeH ycTaHoBMTb. Tebe, Ocurec, — obpaTwicsi OH K
WwaMaHy, — sl Opy4yalo OObSCHUTb 3TOMY BEpPHOMY 4eJIOBEKY,
YTo TO, YTO A COOMpaloCh NPEANPUHSATh, MOXET OKa3aThcA
npasnoi.

Ocurec oTCTaBWI MalleHbKYIO GYTHUIOYKY, M3 KOTOpOH OT-
NN CBOE yKperuisiouiee.

— CyuiecTByeT MHOXECTBO MCTMH, — cKa3an oH. — U ectb
TalHbl, KOTOPLIX JIyYllle He KacaTbCA...

— Kpome Tex, KTo uMeeT Ha 3TO NpaBo, — BO3paswi
Pamceii. B HEM HapacTana yBepeHHocTb. OH cobupancs uc-
nonb3oBaTh cpeacTtBo IlpocBell€HHbIX, HEyAWBHMTENbHO, YTO
aMaH He OYEHb J0BOJIEH.
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— JMenan, — Pamceii He ctan xaath otBeTa OcHreca. — Bor
YTO HYXHO caenath. Sl JOJDKEeH CnarTb... CNaTh Kpenko, TaK 4To
MeHsl Henerko Oyner pas6yauts. B 3to Bpems a Gyny BuaeTb
CHBI — M Y3Halo, KaK OTKPbITh ABepb. S 3Hal0, YTO OHa rae-To
3aech. Thl ROXCH OXpaHAThb MeHsi U He INO3BOJIMTb HUKOMY
pa3byauTb NMpexXacBpeMEHHO.

— Tb1 BepMllb, YTO CMOXeLIb 3TO CAejaTh? — YAMBIEHHO
crnpocHl BOJBbHLIH KanuTaH. — YTo X, ecam 3To npasaa, f
COIJIaceH...

Pamceii BbITAHYNICS Ha auBaHe. OT MOAYLIKH IOA €ro rojo-
BOM Hcxoamun cnabeiii apomar. Tekna... Kak paHbllie
cocpefoToywicsi oH Ha [lenaHe, yroGpl MpH3BaThb Ha€MHHKA,
TaK Tenepb OH YCTPEMMWI MBIC/b K repLorHHe. 3aKpbUl I71a3a ¥
HayaJl npeacTariInTb cebe Tekny, He Taxoil, Kakoi Buaea e€ B
NocJieAHMIA pa3, Koraa MeXiay HMMH BO3HHMKIA Mperpaga, HO
TaKoii, Kakoii 6bu1a Tekia B OXOTHHYBLEM IOME MO AePEBbsMH,
CBoOOAHAas1, cMeloLIascsl Hal ero ownokaMu B peud. He repuo-
THHA, MoOrpy3uBLiascss B (opMaJbHOCTH ABOpa, a JeBYyLUKa,
KaKoH OH €€ NOMHMT...

Tekna... Takoil oHa Obuia... Takoii Bceraa Oyaer...

I'nasa 18

Pawmceit neten — He Bo daepe, a Tak, CJIOBHO CBOOOOHO
Napw1 B Bo3ayXxe; JIIOAH AaBHO 3aBUAOBATIH CBOOOAHOMY NOJIETY
NTHL, ¥ MHOTHE NOKOJIEHHUs MbITUIMCh eMY noapaxarb. BHaya-
Jie BOKpYT ObLna TONMBLKO MycTOoTa — oTcyTcTBMe Beero. Ho Bor
W3 MyCTOThl BO3HUK/IA TeHb, PaMceil ycTpeMuics K Hel, M TeHb
MocTeneHHO npuobpena marepuansHocTs. Ho 3T0 okasanach
He Texna, KaK OH Haaesics.

CreHa — OOMH OrpOMHbBIi 670K Ha ApyTOM.

Pamceii Bucen B nycroTe, msas Ha 3Ty nperpany. Hu aBepu,
HM TpPELUUHDI, HU Lean. Bona ero kpemna, ycunmsanach, Kak 4
THEB, — OH He coOMpaJICs JOIYCTHTb TaKOro JIETKOTO Nopaxe-
HUA.
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IIpoxon B creHe OomkeH GObITb, OH B 3TOM yBepeH. EcTh

B Mupe, KoTopblit OH OocTaBWI, OH 6b1 pyKaMM OLUYTIa/l BCe
6noxu B creHe. Ceifyac Xe OH HCNOIBL30BAJ VISt 3TOI0 BOJIO, IO
ouyepeny npwiaras e€ K KaxaoMy 6noky. IIpoitTu ckBo3b HuX!

W BOT npu ouepeJHOM ymape ero BOJIM B CTEHE BCMbIXHYIH
OFOHLKH — HE HAa OfIHOM KAMHE, a Ha ABYX, PacroJIOXeHHBIX
oaMH Han ApyruM. OTOHbKM Ka3aJIMCh OTNEYaTKAMM MNasbLieB —
MATb BBEpXy, NATb BHMU3Y.

U Koraa BcHbIXHYN NOCNEAHHUI, KAMHH MEJIEHHO, C OTpOM-
HOI1 HeoxoToi Hayanu nopopaynBaThes. Ho moBepHynHch. OH
OTbICKAJI ABEPb U TeTephb NpoJieTeN B Hee€, abcomoTHO cBoboa-
Ho. U BoKpyr Gonblue He LapuiIa IMycToTa.

OH oka3zasncst B JaGopaToOpHH, MOYTH TAKO Xe, KAK YHUYTO-
XeHHasi. Tonbko 3Ta 6bUla MOMEHblle, He TaK 3arpoOMOXIcHA
annapartypoii. B camMoM LeHTpe cTosut el OOUH OOMEHHMK,
Hespeaumblii. Ho B HEM He XBaTallo ceneKropa.

Buumanue Pamces npuBiexiIo kakoe-to ABiDkeHHe. OH
paznuwi yetbipe purypbl. Ho He KOHKpeTHbBIe 4€TKHE H300pa-
XEHHUS, KaK B NpoLwibix cHax. Koraa oH nocrapasnics pa3misageTbh
ux, ¢dburypbl Hayanu pacruiniBaThcs. Pamceidi M30 Bcex cui
cpaxalics, OH AO/DKEH ObL1 YBHMOETb...

3aMenbKAMH CIOJIOXM CBETa, OIOHEK OyaTO pacKayupaics,
KAaK MasiTHHK, BUcSLUHI B Bo3ayxe. Pamceit Muriyn. OH Bcriom-
Hu — Tak Oyasu packayMBal cBoif Kimod. B 3ToM Kayasliemcst
CBeTe CKpbIBaNaCh OMAaCHOCTb.

OH rnonbITancss He CMOTPETh HAa HEro, 3arisAHYyTh 33 3TOT
CBET, JIyyLIC YBMAETb TyMaHHble ¢urypbl. [IBe M3 HUX Bcé
BpeMsl MNepeABMIaJIiCb, HO €My He ObUI0O BMIOHO, YTO OHH
Aenaior. Kak Tonbko OH HayMHall COCPEAOTOYMBATLCH, Nepel
HMM BO3HHKI Kayalowuiics ceeT. PaMceli Hayan TepsTh cuibl,
Ha CeKyHIy ero BoJis ocnabna.

Texna!

Ona 14 — OHO M3 3THX pacIUILIBYATBIX MATEH?
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M TyT Xe oH yBHIOEeN AeBYyUIKY — cOOKY, JHLO €€ Moa ero
B3IVIAAOM CT10 SICHO BUAHO. JIMLO, Takoe Xe, Kakoe 6bUIo ¥
Jenana B mycrore, — JIMLIO, THLIEHHOE XH3HH. TosbKO ceifyac
B OTBeT Ha ero TpeboBaHHE OHA He OTKpbUIa I/a3a.

Mepuanue npekparwioch. 310 Hactopoxmno Pamces. Jo-
JDKHO ObITb, OHHM Y3HaJIM 00 €50 BTOPXCHHUM U 3aXOTECJIH, YTOOBI
M OH 3HaJl: Y HMX B pyKax 3aloxHuua. M Tyr, kpoMe Jsuua
Texnbl, OH yBUOEN — €lU€ OTYETIMBEE — KAKOH-TO YCPHLIH
nipeaMer...

Cenekrop, HeooOCTAaIOLIMIM CeEKTOp OOMEHHHKa!

¥Yrpoza — win obewanmne? PaMceil noHsn: U TO, H Apyroe.
INonbmaciibcsd HaWTH NaGopaTopHIO, HANTH TUIEHHHUY — H
OHa MCYe3HeT — e€ MOCTUIHET Ta X¢ y4yacTb, yTo M Kackapa!

ToT, KTO CrulaHMpoBas BCE 3TO, TOT, KOTO 3aKphIBajlo Mep-
LamMe... PaMceil mpogosxan BuMAeTh JIMUWIbL TO, YTO CMYy
TO3BOJIWIH, €TI0 JODKHO 6bUI0 nopasutbh yBuaeHHoe. OH no-
JDKEeH ObL1 pacKpbIThesl TNepel HamaJeHHEM — HMMCHHO 3TOro
XIaJl NPOTMBHMK, OH MpoBOLMpoBan Pamces BcG-Taku nonbl-
TaTbcsl 06paThCsl 10 MCTOYHMKA YTpo3bl.

H3-3a 31010 MepuaHus Kak 6yaTo BAAUMBIM NTIOTOKOM MCXO-
OWIO CWIbHeliluee OulylueHHe MNMONHOIT YBEPEHHOCTH B cebe.
Pa3ym M BoJS, CKpbIBABLIMCCS 32 3TUM CBETOM, CYMTAIH cebs
Heya3BUMbIMH. Tonbko 3TOT pazyM OyneT BbUIBMIAaTb YCJIOBHS,
BCE€ OCTAIbHBIC NODKHbI UM NMOIYMHHUTLCA.

ITycTb BepuT B 3TO!

Pamceii ocnabun Bomo, orcrynun... M noyyscroBan Top-
XeCTBO TNPOTHMBHHKA, TOT YCTpeMWICs cleloM, KakK néc,
XBaTalOUIMi 332 HOrH HHlIero, HabpachiBalollMiics Ha Gecmo-
MolHoro. M cHoBa mMoBMC OH B MYCTOTE, CTEHAa 3a HUM
3aKpbLIach.

Koe-4To OH y3Han, XoTd U HepoctaToyHo. OnHako npoao-
XaTb 60pbOYy ceifyac, Koraa OH €1l€ MHOIroro He 3HaeT, — HeT.
OH cHoBa paccnabui BOJIO — M NPOCHYJCA.

JInuo NemaHa. U Ocureca. OH BepHynca. Ho BcraTh naxe
He nbiTaNcs.
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— A 3Ha0 rae... — MeAJIEeHHO NpOroBOpWI IOHOLIA.

— Jla, HO 3TO MO YeM HaM NMOMOXET, — OTBETWI 1llaMaH.
— MpuI nonyywm coobiueHue. Heckonbko MMHYT Hasan npo-
cHynace [puumnbna, BHe cebs or crpaxa. Ecnim mbl He
MOAYUHHMMCS MX TPeGOBAHMSAM, IEpPLOTHHA...

— Byner otnpasneHa Ha cMepTh, — npepsan ero Pamceii. —
U Torna oHH, HECOMHEHHO, BO3bMYTCS 32 OCTAIbHBIX. TaM, 3a
CTEHOIi, crnipATaH BTOpoi OOMeHHHMK. OHH NO-npexHeMy B
caMoM cepa.c JloMa, M y OIHOro M3 HMX 3HaHMA, paBHbIE
TBOMM. I aymalo, 3to Oyamn.

OcHTec YTO-TO CKazajl, HO CJIOBA €ro ObUTH HEMOHSTHBHI.
Henan npocto cMoTtpen Pamcelo B MO, [1a3a €ro CY3WIHCh.

— Kro M3 Hux ybuitna? — cnpocui OH, 3aHSATBHI cBoew
Mpa4yHO¥ OXOTOHA.

— Ouann. Ho ero B3sATh OymeT oyeHb Hejerko, — PaMceit
JNiexan HenoABwkHo. — [llamaH! — oH npou3Héc 3TO TpeboBa-
TeJIbHO, KaK paBHbli ¢ paBHbIM. — Kakas ¢opma 3aiumrhl oT
TIOUCKA BO CHE MOXET CKpbIBaThcA B MepuawoouieM cbere? Y
Tebs ecTb BO3MOXHOCTH T1pocBelIEHHBIX, U Thl 3Haelllb JOCTA-
TOYHO, 4TOObl HaiiTM oObsAcHeHue. [lo3Bonb npeaynpeauTb
Te6sA: Bbl B CBOMX TNOMCKAaX CHOB 3aTPOHYJM HEYTO, TPYAHO
nojJaiolleecs KOHTPOIIO, KAKOE-TO OpYXHe, XyXe TeX, 4TO
nocrarnsier cepep. M Tenepr OHO mnonajo B Ge3XalOCTHblE
PYKM, T'OTOBbIC MCIOJIb30BaTh €10.

Ocwurec, Kazanoch, cbexwicsa. PaMcelo oH Bcerza Kasascs
CTApMKOM; TCNEphb Xe OH BbIMIsiAEN CMOPUIEHHBIM NPHU3paKOM
no cpaBHeHH10 ¢ OCHTECOM HECKOJILKHX YacoB Ha3aa. ['yOsl ero
NPOTHYIM, KaK OyNaTo OH XOTel OTBETHMTb, CHOBA CXUINCD;
NUIbLIAMM OH JIMXOPAAOYHO Tepebus Kpait MaHTHMU.

— 3T10... — TONOC €ro npo3By4Yasl BHayajle NPU3PayHbIM
LIENOTOM, HO NMOCTENEHHO CTal CWIbHee. — 3TO 3anpeTHble
TeMbl, a Thl He U3 Pouum. S He Mory oTKpbITh Tebe, HenpocBe-
LIEHHOMY...

— Torna roToBLesi K TOMY, YTO Ballle COOCTBEHHOE OpyXue
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obepHyT NMpOTHB Bac Xe, — oTBeTW1 Pamceii. — JlyMaels,
Ouann Koro-HHOynb M3 Hac nowanut? Y Hero ecrb cOGCTBCH-
Hasl cHiIa M TaiiHa o6MeHHUKa. Byan rotoB K cMepTH, LuiamaH.
TloToMy 4TO TeOs CYMTAIOT CaMbIM CHJIBHBIM M3 OCTaBLUMXCS
NIPOTUBHHKOB.

— V¥ MeHs Her npaBa, — otBeTw1 Ocurec. — S no/DkeH
NOCOBETOBAThCH. ..

— A noka Tbl coBeTyelbcsi, — 3aMeTun Pamceii, — Oyann
neiictByer. TBos TaifHa W1 Hero Gonblie He TaifHa!

HenaH BcTai.

— Tb1 ropopMiub, NOopA HMNeEpaTop, TOT, KTO CXEr MOMX,
monei, cnpsTaics 3a Toi creHoit? Toraa 310 npocto. Mbl
CHECEM CTEeHY...

— Xorten 6b1 1, yTo6bl 3TO 6bBLIO TAaK mpocto, — Pamceit
ycTano nosepHyn ronoBy. CHOBA BCsl 3HEPTHs MOKUHYJA ero. —
MbI gaxe He 3HaeM, Kakasgs ob6OpoHa HaM NPOTHBOCTOMT. Tbl
XOYyelllb CHOBA MOCJIaTh JIIOAeH B OrOHb?

Henan cMopumicsa. Yaapua KyJlakoM NoO JIAIOHH.

— Tak yro Xe nmenarb, Jiopa MMIepaTop?

— Toprosarbes... — Hayan Ocurec.

— Her! — otBermn Pamceii. — Ouyayn HMcnosnb3yer 3TO
BpeMs AN cbopa cun. OH HUYEro He YCTYIHT, TOJMbKO Oyaer
Urpathb ¢ HamH. Tbl Xe 3Haellb ero, waMaH. Passe s roBopio He
npasny?

~ Ocurec Momyan. IloToM 3aroBopu Tak, CIOBHO C/IOBa Bbl-
PBIBAIM Y HEro IbITKO:

— S Hapywy KISTBY, €C/IM NOCTYIUTIO, KaK Thl Xoyelub. TeGe
3TOro He MNOHATb. CylUeCcTBYIOT BeJMKHC [JeNa, B KOTOpbIE
JIIOOH...

— Tu1 ckazan, — npepBan ero Pamceil, — YTO B IJIaHbl
Balllero TOBapHllecTBa BXOAMT oxpaHa Onaronomyyus Ynapa.
Xopowo. Yto cTaHeT ¢ 3TMM OnaronosmyyueM, ecan Ovamn
nobwercs cpoero?

JInuo OcHTeca noTepsno YrHeTEHHOE BblpaXeHue; LIaMaH
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pacnpsMwicsi, NOAHSI TOJIOBY, B HEM CHOBAa oOlIyLlanach Bojs
M pelMMOCTb.

— Tu1 peiiapb, — cka3zan oH. — Kak pbmiaps, Tel obnana-
elllb CHWIoH, KakoH HeT HM Yy Koro, aaxe y IlocBai€HHBIX
Poum. Ho HenocratoyHasi Bepa B ceb6s1 MoXeT Tebsa ocnabuThb.
Tel NOJDKEH OTHATh MpeAcTosillieii GMTBE BCE: Teno, pasyMm,
aywy. U npaBaa Takopa, 4YTO Thl MOXellUb NMOTEPATb TENO M
pa3yM — HacyéT OyliH He Mory cKa3arb. [lepBble ABa ans Hac
TIOCTHOKMMBI, a Aylla BBLIXOAWT 32 Npedesibl Hallero NoHWMa-
HMUA.

Ecnyn Tbl roTOB BceM 3THM PHCKHYTb, TO MOXellb ONOJIETh
Ovayna. Ho npy 3ToM HeT HMKAKOii YBEpEHHOCTH, YTO M Thl HE
norubHews. A rosopio 310, NOTOMY 410 mepea TobOoi onsTh
CTOMT BbIOOp. 1 TONMBKO ThI MOXELID €r0 CAENATD.

PaMceii oTopBan B3MISAA OT MCKPEHHErO JIMUa aMaHa. JIér
M YCTAaBWICS Ha NOTOJNOK Hal coloit. [lonHocThio oTaaTh cebst
— HMKOTIa B XM3HH He TNPHXOAWIOCH €My [enaTb TaKoi
BbIGop. M1 3Ta OKOHYAaTEe/NBHOCTh BbI3bIBATA CONPOTHRICHHE
YyacTu ero co3HaHus. [oMTHOCTbIO OH He MOHHMMAaJI TIpeayTIpeX-
nenne OcHTeca, HO BCE PaBHO €10 YCTAJloe TeJIO OXBATHI XOJIO/.

Koraa oH 6bu1 NpOBO3I/IalI€H MMIICPAaTOPOM, OH TOXE cle-
Jlas1 BbIOOp, HO TOT BbIGOP — JIMLLb O/1eAHast TEHb MO CPaBHEHHIO
c atiM. OH 3Ha/, YTO Tenepb BO3BpaTa He Oyner...

Ho Bcab oH yXe M Tak Aaneko 3allén rno 3Toi aopore.

— Tbl BOoMKEH cKa3aTp... — roBops 3TO, OH HEC CMOTpEN Ha
1iaMaHa, npoao/LKall CMOTPETb BBEPX, — YTO MHE HYXHO
cacnarhb.

— Tol nomxeH npoTyuBocToATh OYaUTYy M Kak BUOSILIMHA COH
M Kak GoapcrBylouwuii, — orpetn Ocurec. — B oboux nnoc-
KOCTSIX Thl JIOJDKEH COTIPOTHRISATLCS €ro cHie, BEpUTh B cebs,
yTobbl onoJieTh ero. M HUKTO He cMOXeT Tebe cka3aTh, KakK 3TO
CACHIaTh.

Pamceii npunonHsicsa. YcTanocTh TSOKECTBIO HABUTWIACh Ha
Hero, ¥ OH CHOBa MOTpeboBaN y WaMaHa:
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— MHe HYXHBI CWIbI...

OcHrec KMBHYIL.

— BHayane o6beaMHKUCh CO MHOI! — npuxasa.n CBSILLIEHHUK
Henany.

IllamaH nporsiHyn pyky, u enaH ¢ yOMBIEHHBIM BMIOM
B3sn e€. Torma Ocurec cknoHwics K Pamceio M nanbuaMu
IpYTOil PYKM KOCHY/CSA 102 MOJIOAOTO yenoBeKa.

M Pamceii owyTn npuToK 3HepruM, BHa4Yale MEMJICHHBIH,
NoToM Bc€ GoJiee CTPEMUTENbHBIN, 3TOT NMOTOK BJIHBAICA B €10
TEJIO, TIPOTOHSAN BSUIOCTb, KOTOpasi OXBaTWia €ro rnocje npo-
6yxaeHus.

IIlamaH pasopBan KOHTakT. Bcrapas, PaMceii 3Han, yro
roTOB K 00pb6e KaK HMKOIa B XM3HH.

— B naboparopuio, — oH mryboko BOOXHyn. — Ilycts
NPHAYT CTPAXHHKH, KOTOPBIM Thl GOJIbllIE BCETO A0BEPSCLUb, —
no6aBun oH, obpaTuBWHKCh K OcHutecy. — A Tbl, OPYT, — OH
nopepHyics 'K JlenaHy, — cToii y MeHs 3a CIIMHOM, C OpyXHeM
HarotoBe. He cTaHy oTpMuaTh: 3a 3Toli CTEHOW MBI MOXCM
BCTPETHTb CMEPTb. Sl He BUaes MX OPYXHS, @ OHO MOXET ObITb
el€ XyXe Toro, 4cM B SAcHabH.

JlenaH B BosubEM OcKane OGHaXMA 3yObl.

— Jlpyr, — BnepBble OOpaTWICA OH C TaKHM CJIOBOM, KaK
6yaTo Bnepeau MX AEHCTBHTENbHO Xaan oroHb. — He Tpatb
CJIOB Ha coBeTbl. Sl TOTOB, — M H3-noa rpyabl MOAylIcK, Ha
KOTOpO# CHaes, 1OCTal PYyXbé-UTOJbHHK.

CHoBa o noTaifHOMH JIECTHHULIE CITyCTWIMCh OHH BO Biane-
HHMa Menkonga. Bnepean Pawmceii, psaom ¢ HHMM [lenaH,
Ocutec nosaau, a 3a WAMAHOM OTOGPaHHbBIC MM CTPAXHIIKH.
Pamceit cpa3y HanpaBuacs K TaiHHKY C MOJKAMH.

— CopBuTe nonku, — npukaszan oH. OaHH U3 CTPAXHHKOB
C NOMOLLBIO METAUIMYECKUX KPIOYbEB BbIPBAT NMOJIKH, OOHAXMB
IpPEBHUI KaMeHb 33 HUMH.

Pamceii 3akpbln rnasa, BCNoMHHas YBUAEHHOE BO cHe. Bor
TaK... M TakK...

228



OH BBITAHY/1 PYKM, pacCcTaBWI Naiblibl. TOMLKO TaK MOXHO
HQXaTb HAa TalHbIA 3aMOK.

3a cTeHOM — XHBOe-MEPTBOE MU0 Teidbl... yTpo3a YEpHO-
ro suuka. Pamceit 6oponcsa ¢ 3TuM BuaeHueM. OH He JO/DKeH
6bIn1 COMHEBATLCS, HE NOJDKEH MO3BOJIMTH CTPaxy INoMeLlaTh,
ocnaburs ero BoJIIO.

Ha nepBblit B34 KAMEHb, KOTOPLI OH BbIOpas, HHYeEM He
OT/IHYAJICA OT OCTIbHBIX, HO MATBLAMY OH OLIyTWI OBa psaa
yrayonenuid. Haxarts... [11OTh ero cl0OBHO OTWIaTHynach oT
rpyboro kamH4... Haxars...

BMecre co Bceli cwioit pyk Pamceii Hanpsar Bomo: eMy
NOKAQ3aJ10Ch, YTO COMPOTHRICHHE KAMHS NMOAKpPEIUIsUIa ApyTas,
6onee ToHkas Marepus. Kak 6yaro Oyann u apyrue Bo3aBHra-
10T Nperpagy cBoei CHIOi BOJIH.

MemieHHO, KaK BO CHe, KAMHH MTOBEPHY/INCh, BHYTPH NOKa-~
3aica cBeT. PaMceii mpukasan:

— IIpuroToBbrech!.. — OH Haxan B MOCHeOHMIl pa3 H
OTCKOYWI B CTOPOHY, YTOOB! HE NMONacTh NMoj AeHCTBUE OPYXHH,
KOTOPLIM MOTYT 3allMILATh 3TOT MPOXOA.

Ho He mocnenoBano HM BCHBIWIKH TUIAMEHW, HU CHapsaa.
HeMmHoro nopoxnas, 10HOLIA OCTOPOXHO €HOBAa noaobpasicsa K
OTBEPCTHIO, HAKIOHWICA M 3aI/ISIHY/1 B HETO.

A TaM — HeT, He ITYyCTOTa M3 €ro CHa — KAKAS-TO IbIMKA, He
pa3Oyx1uMH XENTbIA TyMaH, 3aTAHYBIUMH AIOHbI SIcHabu, Ho
TOXe Henpo3payHasl.

Pamceit npoGpascs B OTBEpCcTUE U NMOTPY3WICS B 3TY AbIMKY.
Ha riasa o He Mor 0ojiblle MonaraTbCs, HO y HEro UMeJcs
Apyroit ykasarenb. Kakoe-1o HeBemoMoe YyBCTBO, TO caMoe,
YTO BEJIO €ro BO CHE, TOBOPWIO, YTO T€, KOIO OH MLIET, 31€eCh.

Bri6paBlinch U3 OTBEPCTHA, OH OCTAHOBUJICS, MOAHSAB PYKH,
YTOObI NMpeaynpeauTh HamaleHHue, MeIUIEHHO NOBOPayHBas ro-
JIoBy cnpaBa HaleBo. M Tyr Xe ynoBW1 MepuaHHe, MeHee
CHJIBHOE, YeM BO CHe, HO BCE-TAaKM, KaK OH Joragbipajics, He
MeHee CMEePTOHOCHOE.
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3a 3THM MeplLaHHeM CKpbIBAICH Bpar, CYMTaBLUMHA cebs B
6e3onacHocTH. YTO-TO B MEpLIaH MM TOBOPWIO, YTO 3TO OPYyXHe
— O[HOBpPEMEHHO U OBOpOHMTE/ILHOE, M HacTynareabHoe. U
Pamcelo TpeGoBanioch NMpeofosieTb 3Ty HEBEAOMYIO CHIY, INO-
JABHUTb CONMPOTHUBJICHHE, TMpPEeAYNPEeINTb HalMaleHHe.

OH caenan B TyMaH OAMH luar, apyroit. MayT nu 3a HUM, oH
He 3Han. Bce yyBCcTBa IOHOLIM: MATH TEJNCCHBIX U OOHO HOBOE,
YyBCTBO CO3HAHMsl, — ObUIM yCTpeMJIeHbl Briepél, Ha To, 4YTO
nepen HUM.

B TymaHe Bo3sHMKIa Kakasg-To ¢urypa. U ew€ Pamcero
M0KAa3a1och, YTO OH BUAMT Y1071 06MeHHMKA. Ho oH He cabian
HHM 3ByKa. Eciy Bpary Ha caMoM feJjie CKpbIBAIUCH 31€Ch, OHU
JIeiCTBOBAJIM KaK KOLUKH: CUIE/IM HEMOABHXHO, OXMAasi, NOKa
no6brya noAoinéT Ha ymobHoe A1 ynapa pacCTOsIHHE.

MepuaHye — OHO HIpajlo C €ro co3HaHueM, ocnabmiso
Bomo. CyliecTBoBaJ TOJILKO OOUH crocob mobparscs A0 Bpara
— BbIMAHHTBL €ro M3 3acagbl Ha OTKpbIToe MecTo. TymaH
K1yowica... IIpubausznnace K HeMy 3Ta pUrypa wim ToabkKo
nokasanoch? PaMceii B3mIssHyn Ha Kpaii 0OMeHHMKa, cocpeno-
TOYWwicsl Ha HEM, YyTobbl cobpathcsi ¢ cunamu. M cHoma
MOCMOTpeEJl Ha NepeMBalolIyIocsi U3MEHYMBYIO GMrypy, a Ta
YCTPEMWIACDh K HEMY, 3aIIsiAbIBAJIa HE TONLKO B I71a3a, HO B caM
MO3T, TMbITANACh 3aKyTaTh B CBOIO NNAYTHHY, NMAapajIi30BaTh BOMIO.

3a 3TOT CBCT, TAHMCH 3a 3TOT cBeT!

OH 3HaJ, YTO HYXHO cAesaTb, HO KaK JOCTHYb 3TOrO...

PaMceii oTYassHHO MBITAICA pa3rasAeTh YTO-TO 32 MEPLIAHU-
€M, ybpaTh ero, He ofpallaTh BHMMaHUA, KaK He obpaluaior
BHMMaHHe Ha cTeKlo okHa. OH momkeH Obul pa3opBaTb 3TO
MeplLaHHe, HO OHO He [aBLIO €My COCPCOOTOYMTLCH, W OH
BHIEN TONBKO ero. Bo BHe3anHoOM o3apeHMM Pamceit 3akpbui
rmasa. BugeTh COH — npHKa3an OH CBOEMY CO3HaHHIO —
BUIETD!

IMoBOpPOTHI... pacKayMBaHMs... YIIYONeHHd... 3aKpyxuiach
roJIOBa, BOJIHOI BblrviecHyca crpax. BUJETD!

B 3Ty MBIC/L YyCTPpEMIWI OH BCE CBOM CHJIBI.
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3a MepuaHHeM — na! Temeps ToyHO nMokaszanach ¢urypa,
CMYTHO, €€ elIBa yAaBaJIOCh OTAEMTb OT KITyOsILIErocs TYMaHa.
Ho oHa Obuna TaM!

IMoTom...

— Ympu!

KpuHK npo3Byyan He B yluax, HO B CO3HaHHH.

— CmotpH — u ympH!

Pamceit BocnipoTHBWICS 3TOMY yaapy.

— BbIXO/IH! — npukasan oH. — BbIxoau, JIMLIOM KO MHe.
A pbluapk... — C/IOBa NPHKAa3a NMPUXOAWIH K HEMY HETIOHSITHO
orkyna. — 5 BHe ¢opmpl! KO MHE!

— ¥YMpH! — KpHK XJIbICTOM aNoit SpPOCTH TNpope3ayl CO3Ha-
HHe.

— A xuB. BrIxoan... — BCce OCTAaTKM BOJIM BJIOXWI IOHOLLIA
B 3TOT NPHKAa3, BCIO CWIY, BCIO JINYHOCTDb M BCIO XM3Hb PaMces.

Mepuanue Bpawanoch Bcé€ sipoctHeil. Ho 3a HMM... 3a HUM
Tenepb YETKO 06pHcoBaiock JIMLO. OAHaKo BOBCE HE TO, YTO OH
oxunan ysuaets. M 3ta HeoXuAaHHOCTb TaK NMOpa3wia I0HOLLY,
YTO OH €ABa HE OOMYCTWI CMEPTENbHYIO OLIMOKY.

— Ympu!

— 51 xuB! — orBeTHN PaMmceli, npexae 4yeM NpOTHBHUK CMOT
BOCIOJIb30BATLCS €10 oLeneHeHHeM. — Boxoau!

MepuaHue 3aBepTenoch KaK cBepKaioulee obnako, HO He
MOIJIO CHOBA CKPBITbL JILO, KiaK HM cTapaioch. [locnenosana
CTpys 00e3yMEBLIMX OTHCHHBIX YAaCTHL, NMOAOGHasi B3phLIBY.

— He-e-e-e-eT! — KpMK, BOCNIPHUHSATBIH CO3HAHHEM, KPHUK
He APOCTH, a CTpaxa, CTpaxa, CONPOBOXIAIOLLETO CyALOy.

— JIa! — noepxanca Pamceii. SlpocTHbie YacTHLIbl YCTPEMHU-
Juch B Hero. OH OTKpbL1 Ina3a. Bor oHM, BHOKHMbIE 3pEeHHIO,
KaK M Bo cHe. bellieHblii BonoBopoT yacTHu oxBaTtui ero. Ho on
CMOTpeN1 CKBO3b HEro, He OTpbIBasi B3Msiaa.

OroHb okpyxmn Pamcesi, oOXyralolmi Xap OXBaTWI €ro.
Ho oH Xe He peasieH, Hano TOJBLKO AEpXaTbCcs 3a 3Ty Bepy. A
TOT, KTO Hanaln...
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PaMceii Bcayx MpoM3HEC MM,

OrHeHHble YaCTMLILI CMaxHyJIo, TyMaH pasopBajics. Bnep-
Bble OH SICHO YBMJEJ JMLO Bpara. A B pyKe TOrIO...

Pamceii mpbIrHyn MHMO OOMEHHUWKAa, NMOOHSUT M OITyCTWI
PYKy. Pebpo nanoHu ¢ TpeckoM yaapwio no 3ansicThio.

Mocnbiancs kpHk 6011, ¥ cenekrop ynan Ha noi. [1porus-
HHK CO 3BEpHHBIM KPMKOM BUENWICS B ropiyo, ero 6esymHoe
HanaaeHWe 3acTaBwio Pamcest oTcTynuTb, NpyXaThes CIMHOM
K o6MeHHHMKY. OH yman Ha 1noJji, CMyTHB Hanaaamollero, ycibl-
1Al KpHK — TIpeXyTipeXIeHHe, XOTd C/IOB He pa3obpai.

Tpeck MronbHMKa 3acTaBWJI €ro OCTaBaTbCsl Ha Mccre. B
KAKMX-TO OIOiMax OT ero pyKu oKasajics NMpHbop, KOTOpblii
oxunieT ooMeHHUMK. KT1o-TO Han PamceeM 3akpuyan. Pamcei
6pocwics BnpaBo, CXMMasi B pyKe CEJICKTOp.

CHoBa pa3najics TpecK pyXba. PaMceii BCKOYWI Ha KOJIEHH.
KTo-TO HaKJIOHWICS K HEMY C OpPYX¥cM HarotoBse. Y Hero Obu1o
BpeMsl TOJIBKO YAapHTh NpUbopoM. Yaap 3acTaBWI Hanaaaollie-
ro BCKpMKHYTb, HO OJHOBpeMeHHO yoanoch OTBECTH M CTBOJ
opyxusi. 1 BuicTpen npuuu€ncss B NOTONOK, a HC B JIMLO
Pamcelo.

OH ymapwi KYJakoM B XHMBOT, BCTPCTWI Hampsiriumecs
MBILILIBI, TOJY4KJ1 OTBETHBII yaap Nno cKyJe, KOTOPbli OTKHHYI
ero Hazan. KOHolula nockonb3Hy/ICA M YNajl Ha JiexaBllee Ha
NoJy Teno.

M 1yT Oy caapicHHO BCKPHKHYI, MpIDKan PyKM K Ipyau
M OITYCTWICS Ha KOJIEHH, NMOTOM, CJIOXHBLUMCD, YTl TOJIOBOM K
HoraMm Pamces.

— JloBonpHo! — PaMceit nMlIb HanMoNOBHHY pacciabllua
3TOT Bo3rmac. [onoBa cro Kpyxmnach OT yaapa BCPXOBHOTO
COBETHHKA.

BctaBag, oH cHOBa ycablian KpHK. Ho Ha aTOT pa3 He
MBICJIEHHBI, a MOHOKPOBHbIH 3ByK. [1oBepHyBUIMCH, OH YBU-
Ien — SCHO, NMOTOMY YTO TYMaH pa3olu€sicsi, — YBUOEN
npuxaslierocs K creHe beprana, Tor cxuman Tekrty, He
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GE3XU3HCHHYIO, C MYCTBIMM IJ1a3aMM, TUIEHHHLY, HO THEBHYIO
M SIPOCTHYIO, BBIPBIBAIOLUYIOCSI C TAKOH CWJIOH, YTO MPHHL He
MOT y#epXHBaThb €€, OQHOBPEMEHHO HaleJIMBasl OpyXHe Ha
Pamces. B To MrHoBeHHe Kak Pamceil mocMoTpen Ha Hero, oH
OCTaBMN 3Ty MONbITKY. M Hauenun cTBon opyxus B JHLO
JeBYLLKe.

— Tonbko nouseBennuch, — TSDKENO BLUIOXHY/ MPHHL. —
Hait Ham cBOGONHO BBIITTH, WIM KISIHYCh KpoBblo JIXXKocTepHa
BO MHe — 4 BbicTpemo!

Pamceit 3acTbu1. OH B3IJISIHY/ B CTOPOHY BbIXoaa. TaM crosun
Ocurcec, paaom lenaH ¢ UTONIBHHKOM, KOTOPBIM Cpa3il CaMoro
onacHoro U3 BparoB. Pamceit cHoBa nocMotpen Ha beprana. B
rasax npuHua neuiano 6esymue. OH Mor yOUTh M3 OZHOTO
cTpaxa.

M 1yt Pamceit ucnonv3oBan eqUHCTBEHHOE OCTaBlleecsl y
Hero opyxuc. BropuyHo coGpan OH BCIO CBOIO CWIY BOJM H
CTpc/ioit HanpaBwa e€ B pa3yM NMpPOTHBHMKA.

Pot Beprana aporHyn, npuHu noMoran ronoBoit. Ho pyxu
cro 6eccuabHo ynanu. Tekna BbIpBaIach C TAKOH CWIOMH, YTO
caMma eaBa He ynana. Pamceil noaxBatin ¢é u yacpxan.

— Bs3saTb ero! — npukKaszan OH, U CTPAXHMKHU BCTAIH MO
cropoHaM Beprana.

Koraa npuHua ysenu, PaMceil B3rsiHyn Ha 1aMaHa.

— Mui ountbaniics. Ckopec Ouasn 6bL1 €ro YeJIOBEKOM, a He
HaobopoT...

EMy no-npexHeMy TpyaHo ObUIO NMOBEPHUTb, YTO YEJIOBCK C
TaKoli YBEpEHHOCTBIO B ccOe, KaK BEpXOBHbIN COBETHMK, 0bna-
Oalouil Takoli CIIbHOM Boneii, MOT MOOYUHATLCA KOMY-TO...
KOKHMH Obl HCOOBLIIHBIMH NMO3HAHUSIMM 3TOT APYTO HM 0O-
Jnanan.

— He coBceM, — OcuTtec cKNOHWICS K Teay Y OOMeHHHUKa,
nepesepHyn Mcnkonda nuvuom Beepx. — S Aymaio, YTo OHU
BCE-TakH ObLIM nmapTHEpamu. Mbl cuutany Oyasia XQ3siHHOM
M3-32 cro noscacHusi. Ho He aymalo, ytoGbl Aaxe oaepxaB
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nobeny oH nerko npaBwi B Ynazne. C teM, yto 3Han Menkond...
— 11aMaH OCTOPOXHO KOCHYJICS JI0a MepTBeLia. —— DTOT MOJIO-
0} YeJloBeK 3HaJl TaK MHOIO, HO eMYy BCE ObUIO HEIOCTATOYHO.
OH xoTen Bcero, a B KOHLIE KOHLIOB Yy HET0 OTHSUTM AaXe TO
HEMHOroe, 4YTo y Hero 0bU10, U OH OCTaJIC HAarMM B NOAHATOM
MM caMHM Oype.

Pamceit yyBcTBOBa1, YyTo Teksia APOXMT.

— Bbl He 3HaeTe, YTO OHH TUVIAHHPOBWIM... — T'OJIOC €€ TOXE
apoxan. — OHM oTnpaBWwiM Obl Bac... Hac... BceX, KTO MM
NPOTHBOPEYWI, Ha APYTOii ypoBeHb cMepTH. OH... — OeBylliKa
nocMortpena Ha Menkosnga u ObICTpO OTBena B3MIsA, — OH
XBacTal, YTO MOXET ciesaTb Tenepb 310 H 6e3 cHoB. OH
TOBOPHJL... CHbl HE MOIYT CPaBHUTBCS C CWIOH €ro MallHH...

— U oH yMep, — oTBeTn Ocutec, — NOTOMY YTO CKOpee
TIOBEPUJ Je/laM CBOMX PYK, YeM TOMY, YTO Y HEro BHYTpH.
Taxos 6b11 Benukuii I'pex peBHux. Mbl Bce CKIOHHBI K 3TOMY
Tpexy — BMAMMOE LEHHTb Bblllle HEU3MEPHMOTO.

— Jlopa uMneparop... — JlenaH oTOpocHi cioBa llaMaHa,
CJIOBHO OHH He MMeJH cMbicna. — [lepen HamMu GbUlo Tpoe.
KTo M3 HMX npHKa3an YHHYTOXITb MOE BoJibHOe obluecTBo?

— OH... — Pamceit ykazan Ha Ouyajia. — Tak OH MHe caM
CKasaJ.

KanuTaH noaolué€n u B3MIAHY/1 Ha BEPXOBHOIO COBETHHKA.

— A NpHKOHYMUA cro cOOCTBCHHBIMH pyKaMH. S A0BoOJeH, —
MPOroBOPHJI OH MEMLICHHO, CJIOBHO MPOCLINAsACh OT KoliMapa.
— Moy TOoBapH1UM MOTYT CNaTb CAOKOHHO.

— Ewe onHo, apyr, — mobasun Pamceii.

HenaH nocMoTpen Ha Hero.

— Yr10 MMeHHO, nopa umneparop?

PaMceit KMBKOM yKa3al Ha OOMEHHHK.

— Bor 310... n noboli Apyroi annapar, KOTopbld 3acch
MoXeT ObITb HainmeH. Ilpocnenu, 4ToObl OONBLIE HH OAMH
YyesioBeK He NbITAICA NMOCTHIHYTb 3TH TaHHBI.

— Xopouio...
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HoBonbHbl, PaMceil moBepHyncs X ABepH, TNOAAEpXHBAas
Texiy, koTopasi npoao/oKaia ApoXaTh M CIIOTHIKANAaCh Ha XOMY.
JeByuika Moiyana, MIOKAa OHM He BRIOpaIHCh K OGJIOMKaM B
HapyXHOI1 labopaTopHH.

— Menxond u Oyann... — B rojoce €€ 3By4ao YABWICHHE.
— OHH... c HUMH NOKOHYeHo. A bepran... yro xa€r beprana,
Kackap?

OH 3aMeTW1, KaK TeplLIOrMHsl Ha3Baja ero.

— Ero 6yayr cynuts...

— Kr10? — BbIGpaBIIKCH M3 MOTAHHON KOMHATHI, AEBYLIKA
CJIOBHO BepHyJna cebe cwibl. [lepectana apoxarts, LU1a yBepeH-
Hel, HO He MbITalach OCBOOOAUTLECS OT moanepXku PaMces.

— Hy, BeposiTHO, Te, KTO CYOHT B 3TOM MHMpe.

— OH KOpoNeBCcKoil KpOBH... CYAMTh AoDKeH Thl, Kackap.

— 41 He... — Havan 6pU10 Pamceii u cMonk. Texna noeepHy-
Jla To/IoBY U BHMMaTeJIbHO IIOCMOTpe/ia Ha HeETo.

— Kro TBI HE?.. — cnpocwia OHa, KOraa IOHOWIA AOJITO
MOJTYa1, HECNIOCOOHDBIN 3aKOHYHUTDb CBOIO ¢hpasy.

— He 3Halo, xeM 51 He SBIIOCH, HO, MOXET, HEMHOTO 3HaIO0,
KTO 51 TAKO#, — MEUICHHO nporoBopwi oH. — Koraa-To g 6bu1
ONHUM YEJIOBEKOM... TENepb, KAXKETCA, CTal APYTHM.

Pamceit Kum6n ymep. OH ymep B CBoEM Tese, B CBOEM
BpEeMEHHM M MMpe; ceifiyac OH MeAJICHHO YMHMpall No-IpYyroMmy.

— Tu1 Kackap u 6ynewsb npaBuTh YIagoM, — HErpoMKO
ckasana Tekna.

— IlpaBna? Wnu yenoBeK, KOTOPBI CIMILIKOM JaJieKO 3a-
LIEN B CBOMX CHaX, YTOObI BEepHYTbCA?

— Ecnau B TBOMX cHax Ynan, — yBepeHHO OTBETHIA OHa, —
3HAYMT, B HMX npaBaa. Heyxenu coH o Hac Tak XaloK, YTO Tbl
3axoyellub M3 Hero ymru?

JleBylka noaHsuia pykKy M npopesa NajiblLEM IO ero LieKe.

— Ckaxu MHe, Kackap... ppillapb CHOB... HEYXEJIH Mbl —
TakoW GenHbIl COH?

Pauceil kperrye oOHsi e€.
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— Huxkoraa...— cKa3ai1 oH ¢ Toi Xe TBEPOOCTbIO, C KAKOI
npotuBocTosu1 Menkondy. :

Texna HerpoMKo paccMesu1ach.

— Torna, Kackap, nponosokait BUaeTh 3TOT COH M HHKOraa
He npoOyxunaiics!

— Jla 6yneT Tak! — ryGbl UX BcTpeTHNAHCh, H PaMceit Knmon
yMep OKOHYAaTe/lbHO.



MOXHATAA
MAI'UA



IIpeducnosue asmopa

Y ceBepoaMepMKAHCKMX MHAEHLCB M3 JI0GOro, Kakoro HH
B3Tb, TUIEMEHH €CTb MHOXECTBO JiercHa o IlpexHux, nruuax
M XUBOTHBIX (NpHYEM Bce M3 HMX ObUIM ropasno 6osee BEIMKH-
MM, YEM Te, KOrO Mbl 3HaeM), KTO XW1 ewé A0 TOro, Kak
nosiBWIcA caM yesoBeK. HekoTopble U3 3THX CylliecTB, MOXHa-
TBIX WIH NMEpPHaTHIX, o6anany cTpaHHoro poaa cunaMu. CaMbIM
M3BECTHBIM M3 Hux O6bu1 Hamensioumiics. Ilo mpemaHusam
MHIEHLCB, XHBLIMX B JOJIMHAX, OH yYallle BCero npebbiBan B
obpa3e KoiioTa, XKMBOTHOTO, Y KOTOPOTrO OaXe B Halld AHH
OTMeYaloT GONBIUWIA YM M XUTPOCTb, YEM Y JPYTHUX XHMBOTHBIX.
Ilepen apyrvMu reMeHaMH OH TpeAcTaBas B obnuke BopoHa
WIH Jaxe HMeN yeurynyaryio popMy KaKoi-HUOYNb penTHINM.

OnHUM M3 ero MHOXeCTBAa MMEH ObUlo XHUTpelU: OH JIIoOHI
yCTPauBaTb Pa3IMYHOIO poAa LIYTKM W OOMaHBbIBATh CBOMX
npusTencii. U3McHSIOLIMICS CTOMBKO Xe TOMoraj, KaKk H
Bpenwl, NoBopaylBasi TeueHHe peK Ha 6naro IlpexHux, usMe-
HSASl paaM 3TOro Jaxe MX 3eMJIM. EMy MoauMHsUIMCh Bce CHJIbI
npupoasl. M1 abconoTHo He moxoxue APYr Ha Apyra IvleMeHa
MHIEHLICB COMNAlIAloTCs B TOM, YTO MMEHHO OH B KOHLE
KOHLIOB CO3[Q1 M Yc0BeKa — ONHM YTBEPXIAKOT, 110 KAaKOH-TO
npuyyae ot 6¢3acibs, Ipyre — 4TO OH XOTeJ co34aTh HOBOTO
cnyry. Tonbko BBILUIO HE TaK, KAK OH 3a0yMLIBaJl.

B nercHae rosoputes, yro UsMcHsoUIMHCS, «NepeBepHyB-
LUK BCChb MMp», ceifyac MpcOBIBACT BMECTE C MHAEHLIAMH
nanékoro Cepcpo-3anana.

ITo apyroii BepcHM yTBepXIaeTcsl, YTO OH B KOHLE KOHLIOB
OTKpBITO 6pocKn Bb130oB Benkomy lyxy 1 ¢ noMouusio I1THLibi-
I'poMoBepxua (yXacHoil KpbUIaTOi IOCJAHHHLbI, CaMOro
BEJIMKOTO H3 BCcX TOTeMOB) ObU1 oTnpamicH B M3rHanue. Ho
OBbUT TaKke npeaonpelencH U AcHb ero Bo3spalleHusa. Koraa
OH CHOBa MNpPUIET, 4yToObLI BepHYThb B Mup Obuioe. U Torma
YeJIOBEYeCTBO HCYE3HET, M CHOBA Ha 3eMJIE CTAHYT XUTbh ONHM
muwb [IpexxHue, 3anonHuUB Jieca, TIPEPUU U MYCTHIHY, B KOTO-
pbIX HE TaK AABHO YEJIOBEK OXOTWICSI Ha HHMX M TOYTH BCcX
McTpebu.
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HAurxasa cmpana

BbL1o CIMILKOM XOMOAHO M TEMHO 3a OKHOM, YTOOBbI CYH-
TaTh, YTO yXe HACTyNIWIO YTpo. IX, €ciau Obl OH BepHYJCS
oMo yXe cerofHs... Kopu ycencs Ha Kpalo nocrenu, epxa B
pYKe 60THHOK, KOTOpPbBIi, KAK OH He COMHeBaJcs, ObU1 cMil-
KOM MaJl Als Hero, W NpHHsUICS AyMaTth o goMe. MMeHHo
ceifyac eMy Tak 3aX0TesIoCh 3aleyb rae-Huobynb noa NaisiliuMHU
ayyaMu conaHua Bo ®nopuze. Ecam 6b1 Bc€ ocTaBasoch Kak
npexie, [0 Toro, Kak nana yneren co CnacaremsHoit Ciryx60i
BBC Bo Bbernam! Térywika Jliocu, HaBepHOe, roToBwia Obl
3aBTPAaK BHU3Y Ha KyXHE Y BCE JOJDKHO ObLIO ObITb... B MOPSAKE.
Toabko nmansl psioM HET, OH TaM, B MecTe, Ha3BaHHE KOTOPOro
Kopu He Mor gaxe NpoM3HECTH BCyX, a TETs JliocH yXxaxupaer
3a Gabywukoii B Can-®paniucko. Tak yro noka Onopuaa — He
JOM IS Hero.

— Kopn!

Tosmoc npo3Byyan HErpOMKO, M TaK Xe TMXO NOCTy4yalu B
IOBepb, ogHako KopM BHe3allHO B3APOTHYJ, OYHYBILUHChL OT
CBOHMX IpE3.

— [Ha, cap, uny, asns Oxacnep! — Kak MOXHO ObicTpee
OTBETWI MalbYMK M HANSJIWI criepBa OOMH GOTHHOK, NOTOM
apyroii. [ToToM TOPOIUIMBO, XOTS ITyTOBKM HE COBCCM CBOOOMHO
BXOAWIH B OTBEPCTHS, 3aCTErHy/ pyOalllKy M 3anpaBu1 e€ B
JDKUHCBI.

EMy OYCHb XOTCHIOCh 3aKyTaThCsi CHOBA B Oflesia, MOXET
JlaXe 3apbiTbCs C TOJOBOM B NOCTENb U 3a0bITh 000 BCEM, YTO
cnyqwioch Byepa. Jlowanu...

Kopu MOpryn u motép Holowme cuHskM. Cxauku... Ilo
KpaiHe# Mepe XOTb CCIofHs OHM MnoeayT B mxune. Bot Tonbko
ceifyac eMy He OYCHb-TO XOTeJOCh NMpEACTaTb MNepea OYaMM
aamowKH JIxacrnepa, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO He OblJIo HMKaKoH
HaeXIObl U36eXaTh 3Toro. MalbYuK CWILHO TOMHYN KAaXAbIM
GOTHMHKOM, M3-32 HENIPHBBLIYHOTO Beca Ha HOMAX €My Ka3aloch,
YTO OH CJIOBHO MAET Ha XOMYJIsIX, HACTONLKO 3Ta 0OyBb OT/IHYA-
Jlach OT JIErKMX (pIOpUACKHMX CaHOAIMHA.
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Jlowany... Kopu BYepa y3Han Koe-4To HOBOE O cebe, OT Yero
cedyac, KOraa OH OTKPBLIBal JBepb U HEOXOTHO GpPEN K KOHUY
KOpHIOpa 3TOr0 OTpOMHOIO AoMa, oOyThle B GOTHHKM HOTM
eJie-eJie BOJIOKITUCH 1O nony. HakaHyHe oH Mcnyrancsi, NpHicM
MCITyTaJIa ero He TOJIbKO Jolanb Asaiouku Ixacnepa, Korto-
pasd, MO YTBEPXICHHUIO Toro, ObUla CTapcHLKOM, pPYYyHOH H
BIOJIHE MOIXOMALIEH AN HAUMHAIOWICTO YYHTBCA €3AUTh Bep-
XOM, HO H... M BCA 3IELUHAA MECTHOCTb — M, MOXET ObITb,
cjerka — M caM aanlpouwka JIxacnep.

IIpouwnoif HOYbIO OH HUKAK HE MOT YCHYTb M OJTO NpHCITY-
LLIMBAJICSI KO BCAKOIO pola pa3HbIM 3ByKaM. KoHeuHo, CHOBa H
CHOBa MnoBTOpsiN cebe KopH, OH HUYEro He NODKEH GosThes.
Ho MaipyMK HMKOIZa He XWI OO 3TON0 Ha TAaKMX OrPOMHbBIX
OTKPBIThIX NPOCTPAHCTBAX, Ie Jaxe He 6bUIO ac¢anbTHPOBAH-
HBIX 1OPOT, CO BCEMH 3TUMH I'OpaMH, B3AbLIMAIOLIMMHUCS NPSIMO
B He6o. 3aech MM 32 MWIEil TAHY/IAaCh ONHA TOJNbLKO IHKas
IylIb — BBICOKAS TpPaBa, KOTOPYI0 HMKTO HHMKOIAA He rnoape-
3aJ1, U OTpOMHble [epeBbsi, H... 3BepH... dsamomxka [Ixacnep
NOKa3aJl eMy MpPOLUILIM BeyepoM cliell KOioTa, COBCEM psiOM
C 3arOHOM.

3aroH... BocnmomMuHanua Kopu cHOBa nepeKIOYWINCh Ha
€ro nomefleHHe B 3arOHe BYepa focje NOJyaHsA. Takoe Koro
XoYellb BrOHMT B KpacKy. Bo3MOXHO, 3To OeHCTBHMTENLHO
BEPHO, KAK OH OOHAXIbl MPOYMTA]T B KAKOW-TO KHHIC, YTO
XHMBOTHbIE YYBCTBYIOT, Koraa Tbhl Gouuubcs MX. IloToMy wto
Jaxe 3Ta pydyHas M Bpoje Obl CTapeHbKas JIOlIadb BCTala Ha
obibpl mox HUM. M... M y Hero Tak no-HactosueMy M He
XBaTWIO MYXECTBA CHOBA 3a0paTbcsi B Celslo, KOIda ASMIOLIKA
Jlxacriep BHOBb NPUIVIACWI €ro 3TO clenaThb.

Jaxe ceifyac, XOTA B 3TOT paHHHUH YTPeHHHMH 4ac 6bLlO
JOBOJILHO XonoaHo, Kopu 6pociio B Xap npHu BOCIIOMUHAHUH
06 3ToM. Jamoliika Jxacnep Huyero He ckasan. ®axkruyecky,
OH NOroBOpWI O 4Y€M-TO ApPYroM, a noroM oreén Kopu Hasan
Ciofia, B 3TOT AOM U JOJIO MOKAa3bIBAJ €My BCE 3TH BELUMUbI
MHIeileB, YTO HaXOAWIMCh B OTPOMHOM KOMHarTe.
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Beum uHzaeitues... Kopu B3goxHyn. Bcio cBOlO XH3Hb OH
ropawicsl TeM, YTOo ObL1 3HAKOM C Bamiolikod JhxacnepoM,
Jaxe xBacTalicsi o6 3TOM B LUKOJE M Ha BCTpPEYaX CKAayTOB,
MOXBAJISISACh, YTO Y HCTO €CThb HACTOSLIWH XMBOW ASUIIOLIKA-
MHAeel, KOTOpLIN CIYXXW1 BMecTe ¢ nanoii B Kopee u Tenepb
XMBET B AliJaxo M BbIpalUMBAcT annaldycCKMX Jolanei ms
poneo. U Bapyr aamiowka JIxxacrncp BOpBaJICsl B €10 XH3Hb KaK
pa3 Torma, Koraa rnane npHKasalu npuObITh Ha ero Kopabinb, a
T€TI0 Jl1ocH BbI3BAIM K Gabyuike. U oH npemnoxan B3amy Kopm
K cebe Ha paH4o Ha Bc€ seto! PaccuMThIBas YyAeCHO NMPOBECTH
BpeMs, MaJTbYHK C PalOCTblO COIMIACWICS OTTNPaBHTLCA TYyHa,
Belb OH CTOJIBKO 4YMTan O 3aname — BCE, YTO TONLKO €MY
Nnonajanoch, — XOTs €MY U TPYAHO O6bUIO pacTaBaThCS C Tanoit.

U BoT Tenepp MaNBYMK CTOSUT Ha TIOPOre KOMHATHI, BBIIIS-
OblBasg HapyXxy, Fie TOJIbKO YTO BCTalO COJIHIE, OpoXa,
HansuiMBass Ha cebst cBuTep. Temeph OH XOpPOLIO CIbILIAN
rosioca Mojei, pa3snaBaBLIMECsS PANOM C IKHIIOM, H pXaHbe
Jiowaaci B OrpOMHOM 3aroHe.

Jlowanu. Koroa Tl ciieauiub 3a KOBGOSIMH 1O TeNIEBH30DY,
TO CKaKaTb Ha HHMX KaXeTcS TaKMM NPOCTbIM AesIoM. A Koraa
nana ¥ gsmolka [>xacnep Kak-To pa3 B3SUIM €r0 Ha poeo —
YTO X, BCAAHUKU TaM 4acTO Majali — HO Ha TO ObLIO JIErKo
CMOTpETb M3, COBCEM HE TO, YTO CAMOMY TIOMbITaTbCH
npoexarbcd B ceane. M ceiyac, cromno eMy mnoaymaTh o
JIolaAsX, KAK OrpOMHbIC KOMbITa B BO3AyXe, HampaBlIE€HHbLIE
MpsSIMO Ha Hero, TOIVIOLANH BCE€ ero BOOOpPaXKEHHE.

— Kopu?

— Hay, nana Jdxacnep! — Manb4MK CHOBAa B3OPOTHYN H
noGexan X MXHITY, peLIMTE/NbHO, 6e3 OMSAAKH B CTOPOHY
3aroHa. XoTs OH YMTa1 KOIAa-TO Mapy pacCKa3oB O KOBapHBIX
JIOWAAsAX ¥ IyMax H...

XonMbl yXe TeMHeaHW Ha cepoM ¢oHe HeGa, Koraa OH
NopaBHSUICA ¢ AXHnoM. Jsmouika Ixxacnep roBopui ¢ MUCTe-
poM bBeitncoMm.
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— 910 Kopu Onpep, — npeacraBun ero asmowka Ixac-
nep. :

Kopu BcnoMHMN 0 XOpowIMX MaHepax.

— 3apaBcTBYiTE, C3p, — OH NPOTAHYN PYKY, KaK YYWI €ro
nana. Mucrep BeitHc nokasaics cnerka yauBa€HHBIM, CIOBHO
He OXHJal 3Toro.

— Ilpuser, napeHb, — OTBETWI OH. — XOYellb IOCMUTPCTh
Ha TabyH, a? JlagHo, 3anpbIrvBaii.

Kopu 3abpasics B 3a00K IXurna, rae 60ablI0i Kydeit exanu
ABa cella U Ipoyee CHapsDKeHHE Ul e30bl Ha JioWalsX,
OCTaBHUB U1l HETO COBCEM KPOXOTHOE NpocTpaHCTBo. JIBa ceana
— He TpU — olHo A4 Asnlowky Ixacnepa, onHO Wisi MHCTepa
BefiHca... MaJb4HK MOYYBCTBOBAJ BOJIHY 06sierdeHUs. 3HauuT,
aamowka Jkacnep He MpearnosaraeT, YTo OH cerogHsa Gyaer
€30UTh BepXxoM Ha Jjowanu! OHM, HaBepHOE, HAmpaBsTcs B
Jlarepb, B KOTOPOM pa3BOIAT IUVIEMEHHBIX XepeblloB, M, BO3-
MOXHO, OH OCTAaHETCs TaM.

Manbyuk monbITasicss HaWTH YTO-HMOYAb, 33 YTO MOXHO
6bL10 6b1 AepXaThes: aaaiowka /xacnep He cBepHya Ha 10po-
Ty, BeQylLIylO K paH40 M3 ropoja, a HampaBWI JKUI B CTOPOHY
TEMHEKOWMWH Ipsiabl XOMMOB NMpPSIMO 1O BeCbMa HEPOBHOH Le-
JIMHE.

OHM NoANpPLIrMBAIM Y NOANPLITHBAIH Ha yxabax, npoaupa-
SICb CKBO3b 3apociy wandes, obbe3xkas CKaabl, NMOKa HX YyTb
JIM He BBIOPOCHNIO B BbICYLIEHHOE PYC]O AaBHO MCYE3HYBLICIO
pYubsi, Tenepb KCMNOJIb3YEMOIO B KauecTBe qoporu. M Bckope
OHU YCIIBILIAIM 3BYK, NIOXOXHMI Ha pOKOT MHOXecTBa Gapaba-
HOB, KOTOPBIii NpOpBaJIcs AaXe CKBO3b LIyM MoTopa. [Idatouka
Jlxxacriep ocTaHOBHJI MallIMHY U MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, NMPUCIYLLH-
BasfiCh, TaK YTO cepeOpsiHble AUCKA Ha JIEHTE €ro UUISMNbI
3acBepKaJid B pasropalouieMcs ceete yrpa. IIoToM oH Bckouwn
Ha HOI'M, AepXach OAHOI PyKOH 3a paMy BETPOBOIO CTeKiIa, U
IOBEJl HOCOM TaK, CJIOBHO HIOXan BeTep, MbITasICh Y/IOBMTb
KAaKOH-TO 3amax ¢ TAaKOH Xe HAaCTOMYMBOCTBIO, KAK M KOraa
MPHUCAYUIMBAICS.
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Kopu BHMMaTenbHo crnegwi 3a HMM. Jsamowxa JIxacnep
6bL1 ewé BbLe, YeM ero namna. M HecMoTpa Ha TO, YTO OH
HOCIWI OOGLIKHOBEHHYIO pabodylo ofexIy paH4yepa, 3Ta cepeb-
pUcTas JIeHTa Ha ero luMpokomonod uwisne «CreTcoH» H
LIMPOKAs LIENOoYKAa JIYYHHKA Ha pyKe 3aMETHO OT/IMYa/li ero oT
mucTepa beitHca. XoTs ToT ToXe 6bU1 3aropenbiM, MOYTH TAKUM
Xe CMyIIblM, KaKk M gsaaoluka Jxacnep, M ¢ TaKMMH Xe
YEPHBLIMHM BOJIOCAMM.

A noroM Kopu 3a6bu1 0 moasiX, CUAEBLIMX CliepeaH, Korma
YBHIEN, 33 YeM OHM CJIEAWIH, — CKAKABLIMH rajonoM TabyH
nowazeii. Ho 310T 6e3yMHBIIT MOTOK IPHB H XBOCTOB NPOHECCA
BOAIH OT pycna pyubsi, 1 Kopu B3noxHyn obnery€HHo.

— HagepHoe, ux cryrHyna myma, — cienan npeanosioxe-
HHe MucTep Beitnc. Ero pyka ynana Ha BUHTOBKY, BCTARIICHHYIO
B cKoOy OBepubl IXKHWIA, C JIETKOCTBIO 4YelOBEKA, KOra-To
HOCHBLLETO TAKOE OpYXMeE B ceAesibHOi Kobype.

— BoaMoxHo, — cornacwica asaowka JIxacnep. — Hyx-
HO OyneT MocMOTpeTb, KOrga BepHEMcsA Hasan... XoTd myma
_ Gonbllie MHTEpECYETCS OJIEHSAMH.

Jlxun noexan ganviue. Tenepp Kopu 3anymaincs o nyme, 06
OrpOMHOM pblMallleil KolukKe, 3aJ€riieli B TEHW AepeBa WIH
MpiCKaBlIeica K KAMHIO Ha BeplUMHeE CKalbl, BpoAe TOii, YTO
HaXoAMTCs BOH TaM, NpsIMO Hal HUMH, roToBasl CIIpLITHYTh Ha
CBOIO XcpTBY. OH YMTAN O MyMaX, H O MeaBelsiX, U O BOJIKaX,
M O BCCX NPOYHMX XMBOTHBIX, KOIa C TaKMM HeTeplieHHeM
AOXMIAJICA npUe3aa cioja.

Ho 10 6bU1H TOMBLKO pacckKasbl, a TeNeph OH NO-HaCTOSLIEMY
JXKHMBET Ha paHYO — M OH HamyTaH. Jlerko cMOTpeTh Ha PUCYHOK
IlyMbl, HO COBCEM JIpYTO€ JeJI0 — BHAETh HACTOSLIMC TCHU H
IyMaTb, YTO MOXET MNpSTaThCA TaM, CPEAM HHX.

Kopu HEoTpbhIBHO CMOTpEN Ha CKATHCTYIO Ipsay, notmsoc-
TH OT KOTOPOH OHM cciiyac HaXOAWIKUCh, OHH H B CaMOM [ieJie
TNOObEXAIM CIMLIKOM 6JIM3KO K YTEcaM. A 4TO 3TO 3a MTOAO3PH-
TeJIbHbIA 6YTOpPOK BOH TaM,; OYTopoK, KOTOPBIi MOXET OKA3aThCs
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TyMOi4, TOTOBO# NpLIrHYTb Ha mxHN? ITymMel He Gpocalorcs Ha
Juoged, MaJIbYMK 3Ha 3TO, HO MXKMIT MOXET JI0Ka3aTbCcH €M
HOBbIM BHIOM XMBOTHOIO, MOXET ObITb, YEM-TO YyTb 6O0Jb-
LIMM, YeM OJIEHB?

M Bcs 6epa Gputa B ToM, yro Kopu mpogomkan aymaTh o
nono6Horo pona Bewax Bc€ Bpems. OH 3HaN M MNOCTOSIHHO
HanoMHHan 06 3ToM cebe, YTo BCE NMPOYHTAHHOE UM B KHMIrax
— B OCHOBHOM [OCTOSIHHE MCTOPHMM, PaBHO KaK M ObuH,
KOTOpble pacCKa3biBall EMy Namna O TeX BpeMeHaX, KOraa OH caM
CJIYXW1 BMecTe AsamloluKoit JxxacnepoM, — ¥ HMYETo 3TOro He
cTOHUT 60siThcs. HO BOT Ma/IbyMK nepBbiii pa3 B XJM3HM Nonas B
OHKHE 3eMJIH, U 3TH TeHHM OKA3aJIUCh C/IMIUKOM peasibHbl,
YTO-TO B3OParHBajllo Yy HEro BHYTPM BCSKMIA pa3, Koraa OH
BI/ISLOBIBAICS B HUX. OHAKO OH JOJDKEH OLITH OCTOPOXHBIM H
He TNO3BOJMMTb Jsgiouike [xacnepy y3HaTb 06 3TOM — nocre
BCETO TOIO, YTO CHYYWIOCh Buyepa B 3aroHe.

OnH 6e3 KaKux-TH60 MPOMCLIECTBUH MMHOBAIH, TMOAMNPLI-
IMBasl Ha KOYKaX, Ty NOJO3PHUTENbHYIO CKATY, M IDKUIT BbIOpascs
BBEPX CO [OHA pycja py4ybs, YTOObl BHOBb HamnpaBHTbCS IO
4Ype3BBbIYAHHO yXabHCTOM M M3pe3aHHOM KonesiMu aopore. [Jla-
mouwka JIxacnep HanmpaBWil Koj€ca B CaMyld HaKaTaHHYIO
KOJI€l0, X OHM NOEXATIU TaK; XOTS UX NMO-TIPEXHEMY TpsICJIO, HO
Tenepb He TaK CWIBHO. YXe COBCEM paccBesio, M TEHH, Ine
MOIJIO CKDLIBaTLCS BCE, YTO YTOOHO, MCYE3NH.

Ecnu He cuMTaTh 3Ty KOJIEI0, MOIJIO Obl IIOKA3aThCsl, YTO OHH
Myarcs 1O CTpaHe, Tle He cCTymnaja Hora 4enoBeka. Kopu
YBHIEN KaKylO-TO JIETEBLOYIO BLICOKO B Hebe NMTHLY U NOIyMl
C HEPBHOI1 IPOXDBIO, NOABMBLLEHCA Ha 3TOT pa3 He OT CTpaxa,
YTO 3TO, HaBepHOe, opén. Ero myramm Tonbko 3BepH, KOTOpble
TIpSATAJINCh Ha 3eMie, a He NTULbL

H3pesannada KonesaMmn gopora oGorHysia XoilM, M OHM OCTa-
HOBWINCL Mepel caMOM Hacrtosiulied xuxuHoit. Kopu c
YOUBJIEHHEM TIOHSUI, YTO OHa OYEHb MOX0Xa Ha Te, YTo NokKa-
3bIBAIOT IO TEJIEBUAEHMIO BO BCEBO3MOXHbBIX BecTepHax. Lllenn
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Mexnay 6péBHaMM cTeH ObUTH 3aMa3aHbl IMHOM. Kpbnua, crer-
K2 BBbIOABaBLUASICA BMCPEN, NMPHKpbIBAJA ABEPb M3 TOJCTBIX
nocok. Ewé y xixuHbl 66110 ABa OKHA C OTKPHITBHIMH CTABHSA-
MH. C OHOM CTOPOHBI K CTeHe NMPHUMBIKA1 3aroH, FAe Nacjoch
HECKOJIbKO nolaneii. TaM Xe KaMeHHasi CTEHKa BBICOTOH IO
KoJieHO 0o6pa3oBbIBaNIa 6acceH, B KOTOPLIH MO Tpybe NOCTOSH-
HO noaaBajiach BOAa M3 PyYbA.

Kpyxok 13 cTaporo nervia 4 NoYepHEBLIHX OT OTHA KaMHei
00o3HaYan Mecro, e pasxuralorT kocrép. Ha Tpéx xamuax
YIOTHO ycTpowicsi KodeHHHK M3 IIMHbI, U OTOHbKH IUIAMEHH
TIPBIFATH He CJIHILKOM JATEKO OT Hero.

Kopu norsHyn HocoM. BHe3anHO OH MOYYBCTBOBAN CWIb-
HbIH rosoal. A 3anax, NOIHUMaBUIMICA OT KHUNeBUIEH XNIKOCTH
B KAcTpIoJie, TAKKe MOCTABICHHOI Ha KAMHHM ovara, 6bU1 Tak
anmneTHUTEH, YTO HUKTO He YCTOsUI Obl Niepedl COONa3HOM TYT Xe
oTBeaaTbh U3 He€. Yenosek, 3aHHMaBLUMICS CTPANHEH, NpHceB
Ha KoproukH, Bbimpsmwicsid. Kopu ysHan Hema KpacHoro
SAcTpeba, rnaBHOro NOMOUIHHMKA AsAI0WIKH [ Xacnepa, KOTopo-
TO OH BME/ OBa AHS Ha3all TOJMBKO M3OAIH.

— Xparsa rorosa. JIErkuii 3aBTpaK, — Tak OH NPHBETCTBO-
Ban MX. PaHuep cHoBa Hakio:MJCSl, YTOOBI PacCTaBHTh
QIIOMMHHEBLIC TapesiKM, a TOTOM MaxHy/l OAHOM pyKOil B
CTOPOHY NOJIEHbEB, KOTOPbIE CTOSUIM Ha IoMa Ha JOCTATOYHOM
PacCTOSIHMM OT KOCTpa.

— INlaxser ominuHo, Hen, — nsmomka Ixacnep BeiGpascs
u3-3a pynsa mpxuna. Heckolbko cexyHa oH nocrosul, rTyGoKo
obilma. — M oTiMyHoe yTpo jJaxe AJi1 3TOro BBICOKOIOPBA.
BeitHc rotoB BbIGpaTh KaKoro-HuOyns xepebua uia cKpelysa-
HUA.

— Jlyyiie Bcero 13 TabyHa ¢ afbIUIACKKX JIYTOB, — 3aMETHI
Hen. — Con yTBepXmaeT, YTOo OHH ceiyac CITyCKAalOTCs C
KuHco, nepexoas Ha HoBoe nmact6uuie. BaM Jrydlile oTipaBHUTL-
Csl Ha OCMOTp TIlle-TO OKOJIO IOJTyIdHS.

— Oxormncs, Hen? — psmiouwika JIxxacrnep XMBHy/ B cTOpO-
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Hy €ll€ He JIMLUMBLIETOCs KOphl OpeBHa, KOTOpOE IpeaCTaR/Is-
o coboil onopy IS KpHILM KpbUlblia XiDKMHbI. Kopu c
YOMB/IEHHEM YBHIE] TaM JIyK CO CHATOM TETHBOM, a Nojl HUM —
Kom4aH co crpenaMu. KoHeyHo, OH 3Hal, YTo TOT Opacier,
KOTOpbIM HOCHMT asmiowika IXacnep, ClyXwl NpeloXpaHsio-
LUei MaHXeToH A1 JIyKa, M OH BMAE] JIyKM Ha BelllaJIKaXx Ha
paH4o. Ho oH ayMan, 4To MX HCNOJb3YIOT TOJIBKO ISl CTPesbObl
no muueHsaM. Heyxemm asmowka [xacnep m Hen c mx
TIOMOLIBIO MO-HACTOALIEMy OXOTSTCA, KaK npexnie?

— IlymMe noHpaBwicsa BKyc Xepe6sT. XoTsa B OKpyre MHOIo
OJIEHEH, M eil HeT HeoOXOAMMOCTH IOHSITbCA 33 TaOyHaMH, —
ckasan Hex. — 310 orpoMHas Kollika, Ha nepefHeif Jane He
XBaTaeT OQHOIO Najbla, TaK YTO €€ CJiel JIErKO OMNpeaAe/nThb. 3a
nocJeJHUI Mecsll HAllUIM OCTAHKU TPEX WIM YETBIPEX YOMThIX
XHBOTHBIX, BCeX NMPUKOHYW/IA OHA, H JBOE U3 XKEPTB — Xepe-
OsTa.

— Crnenyer 3aXBaTHTDb PyXb€, — npepBai ero MUcTep beiiHc.
M BbITaUmM M3 IXKHINa BUHTOBKY, CJIOBHO cobupascsi HeMca-
JICHHO OTTIPaBHMTbLCS Ha OXOTY 3a GOJIbLIOIH KOUIKOIA.

Hamowka Ixacnep paccMesics.

— Tu! Beas 3Haelllb, YTO B OKpYTe rOBOpST O Hac, [xuM. Uto
MBI CJIMILIKOM TNPIDKMMHCTBI, YTOObI NOKyNaTh natpoHsl. Ho B
JIeCTBUTEILHOCTH HaM NPOCTO HPaBHUTCS OXOTHTLCS C JIYKaMH,
YTO HEKOTOpPLIM 00pa3oM ypaBHMBAaeT NMpOTHBOGOpPCTBO. YoOu-
Batb Hapoa 6e3 nmpuyMHbBI — 3TOro Mbl He mnpuemieM. Bo
BCSIKOM cJIydae — 3TO Halll o0pa3 XH3HH...

«Y10 OH MMen B BUOy noa cioBoM «Hapoa»? — crpocwn
ce6a Kopu. — Heyxenn oH mmeer B Bumy, yro oH u Hen
oxoTunuch Ha moneii? Her, 3Toro He Moxer 6biThb». Kak Xxam,
YTO y HEro He XBaTaeT CMEJIOCTH TNOAOHTH M TPOBEPHUTbL 3TOT
ayk. U xomyad.. Manbumk Bumen, 4to JyK ObU1 CTapblif,
YKpalIeHHbIH y30pOM H3 OYCMHOK M NTHYbMX NEPLEB, MOYTH
TaKo# Xe, KaK TOT, YTO BHCeJl HAa paH4yo. A KomyaH Jyka 6bu1
OKaliMNIEH KaKoii-To rpy©oi, u3opBaHHOH Matepueii. [la, oH
BHEJ YTO-TO NIOXOXee Ha PUCYHKE B KHUIe — 3TO Xe CKa/IbITbl!
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HMeHHO 3TO c/oBO ObUIO HAamMCaHO NOX PHCYHKOM B TOif
KHHUre — ckanpnsl! Kopn pesko oTBEN B3MIAL OT KOJYaHA H
ycenca psaoM ¢ asmouikoi JkacnepoM Ha OZHO NOJIEHO,
onpelesi€EHHO peluMB 0oJbliie HHYEro He BooOpaxaTh B CBoei
ToJIoBe.

— 310 Tebe, CHIHOK, — MAIbYHMKY NPEMIOXWIN TapeliKy ¢
KOITYEHOI IpyaAHHKol ¥ 606aMH, cMech, KOTOpYIO OH HHKOIa
B OOLIYHBIX OOCTOSITE/ILCTBAX HE MOCYMTaN Obl 3a 3aBTpax.

— buaropapio Bac, c3p. 310 TaK BKYCHO NaxHeT!

Hea nocMoTpen Ha Hero ¢ KAKMM-TO YIURJIEHHEM, TIOXOXHM
Ha TO; YTO BbIKa3biBaJl MHcTep befiHc.

— A Th! HHKaK cblH Knndda Onagepa?

— Ha, cap. INlana ceiiyac po BrerHame.

— 370 5 yXe cAbllial, — HO YTO-TO €lU€ NMPOCKOJIb3HYNO B
3TOH NPOCTOH KOHCTaTalMH (hakTa, YTO NOKA3AIOCh YEM-TO
6GoJIbLLIMM, YeM OObIYHbBII MHTepec.

— Tak Bc€ 3T0 B HOBHMHKY 11s Tebsi, a? — Hen wmpoko
Pa3BEN pPyKM IO CTOpOHaM, Kak Obl BKmoO4Yas B BOMpPOC H
XOJIMbI, H Hayalo NOJIMHBbI, B KOTOpoH Obula MOCTpoeHa 3Ta
XIDKMHa.

OnHako mpexae, yeM Kopu ycnen oTBeTHTb, C XOJIMOB
pasfajicsi pe3kMii KpHK, a NoToM ITyXo otaasoch 3xo. Kopu He
yaajioch BOBpeMsl B3siTb cebs B DYKHM M CKpPLITb APOXb M
MCINYTaHHLIH KHMBOK F0JI0Bbl. A IOTOM MQIbYMK 3aMep, Hanps-
XKEHHO OXMaas, YyTo AsinowKa Jbkacnep Wik KTo-au6o Apyroi
BBICKAXET 3aMeyaHHe O NOoAO0OHON HecaepXaHHOCTH.

Ho ner, aamouxa /Ixacnep ToJIbKO NOCTaBWI CBOIO YalIKY
c kode u 6pocun B3rsAA BBEPX Ha CKJIOH XOJIMa, CJIOBHO Mor
BMIETb, KTO WIH YTO M3AJ0 3TOT KPHK.

— H3MeHsIoUIMICsA pa3apaxEeH B 3TO YTpo.

Hen 3axuxukan.

— Ycnbixan 3BOH Tapesiok, BOT M Hayan. EMy He Tepnures,
YyToObI MBI YOpanMch OTCIOAA M NO3BOJIWIM €My noGponuTh B
OKPECTHOCTSIX.
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— HMiaMensnoumiica? — nepecnpocn Kopw, ero croun 3a
BblIKa3aHHBIA cTpaX HAa MFHOBEHME CMEHWICS JIIOGOMBITCTBOM.

W mMenHo psnoumika JIxacnep oTBETWI €My, BIIOJNIHE CEPb-
€3HBIM TOHOM, CJIOBHO TO, YTO OH TOBOPWI, OBLUIO Hay4yHO
IIOKa3aHHBIM (akToM:

. — KoitorT... oH ¥ ectb U3mensiowuiica. [1na Halero ruieMe-
HH, Hes Ilepce, oH npe6GbiBaeT B 06G/IHKE 3TON0 XHBOTHOTO, I
IpYTrHX IUIeMéH OH — BopoH. Jlo npuxona 6enbix moneit aaech
XW1 TonbKo Mo#t Hapod. Ho ewé panblie, no uHAeiues, —
Jpesuuii Hapon, xmuBoTHble. Tonbko 6BUTM OHH He TaKMMH,
Kak B Hali¥ aHU. Her, B TO BpeMsl OHM TOXe XIUTH TUlIeMEHAMH
M NMOJIHONPABHO pacnopsoKalnuch MUPOM. Y HHX ObUIH M OXOT-
HHMYbHY yroabs, H BOeHHbIE TPOMNbl, U KOCTPbI MHpa.

— Ho HMamensoumiics, — Hen, B3sgB TaGak u 6ymary,
CBepHyn cebe curapeTy, ¥ Koraa gsiniouika [Ixacnep ocraHo-
BWICS Ha HECKOJILKO CEKYHA, YTOOBI caenaTh elE OaMH IJIOTOK
Kode, NMpoNo/LXWI: — He JIOOUT, YToObl BCE OCTABAIOCH IO-
npexHeMy, Kak Obuto. EMy HeobGxomuMo, 4YToObl Bce BellM
BOKPYT INOCTOSSHHO MeHsuiMch. Koe-KTO yTBepXnaeT, YTo OH
COTBOPWI MHIEHLEB TOJLKO NOTOMY, YTO €My 3aXOTe/loCh pa3-
BJIEYbCSl ¢ KAKMM-HUOYAb HOBBIM BMAOM XMBOTHbBIX.

— A Korza oH nonpoGoBan ciesiaTh B KOHLE KOHLOB €llé
ONHO M3MEHEHHe, — OAAI0LKa [IXxacnep CHOBa CTasl paccKasbl-
BaThb JiereHAY, — To noay4unics Beanxknii [lyx, KoTophiit nobeamnn
ero. M Bor Toraa-to UsMeHsiowerocs cocsiajiv XHTb Ha KAKOMH-
TO ocTpoB B okeaHe. Korma npoiiaér JocTaToyHO BpPEMEHH H
YeJioBEK MO CBOEH IJIYNOCTH NMPHUBENET MUP K CBOEMY KOHLY,
BoT Toraa MiaMeHsowuiicsi BepHETCS U BHOBb H3MEHHT MHP,
BO3poaMB NnpamieHne Hapoaa XMBOTHBIX.

— B at0#i nerenae, — 3aMernn mucrep belinc, — ecTb yTo-
TO pa3syMHOE, OCOOEHHO €C/IH BCTIOMHHMTb BCE T€ HOBOCTH, YTO
Mbl CJIbILIMM ceifyac. BOMBUMHCTBO XMBOTHBIX, KOTODPLIX $
BHAEJ, B CBOEH XH3HHM NPOABIAIOT HAMHOTO GOJIbLIE 31 PaBOTO
CMbIC/Ia, 4YeM, NOXoXe, NMpPOosRIAEM Mbl, JIIOOH, B INOcieaHee
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BpeMsl, — OH MaxHYJl CBOEH 4allKoii ¢ Kode B CTOPOHY, OTKyAa
ZoHEccs Boit KoioTta. — Jlobpoe yrpo Tebe, U3mensioumiics.
Tombko 1 BcE-TaKM He OyMalo, YTO y TeOsi Korma-HuOymb eiue
NOSIBUTCS BO3MOXHOCTD NPEATIPHHATD TONBITKY 3aXBaTHTD BIAacTDb
HaJl MHpPOM.

— A xorama, — nouHrepecoBancsi Bupyr Kopn, — npeano-
Jlaraercs, YTo 3TO CIy4YHTCs?

Hdamouka Ixacnep paccMesuics.

— Y10 X, BO3MOXHO, CbIHOK, ThI ell¢ Oymellb XHB, YTOObLI
yBHOETb 310. Kaxercs, nmo naHHBIM cobHpareseil JiereHn 3TOT
cpok onpeaenéH 2000-M roqoM, no BpeMeHH 6enbix moaei. Ho
HaM CEroHs NpPeACTOMT elE AONrUN NyTh, MbI AOJDKHBI B3IJ1S-
HYTb Ha KOHe#H B TabyHe.

Bunka Kopwu 3ackpe6na no tapenke. Jlomanu... Ho B axune
BeAb OBUIO TONMBKO ABa cemsia. MapyMK Opocwl KOpOTKMiA
B3NS — HHKEM He 3aMEYEHHbIH, KAaK OH Hajesuicd, — Ha
YaCcTOKOJI 3aroHa. TaM ToXe BHCEJIO TOJIBKO OHO ceio — s
Hena. Moxer... MoxeT, asmiowka JIxacnep He 3acCTaBUT €ro
cKasaTb ceifyac TO, YTO OH BCE 3TO yTpO, MbITASACh cOOpaThes ¢
IyxoM, cobupasncsi COOOLIMTb — YTO OH HE MOXET, NIPOCTO He
B COCTOSIHMM CKAKATb CETOAHS Ha JIOLUAAH.

Onnako msamowika [Ixacnep obparwics K Heny:

— Bunen xakoit-HH6yab AbIMOK?

— Tloka ew€ Her. Ho, BooGue-1o, yxe nopa. MHoraa oH
MpOCTO NpHE3XAET, He TIpeaynpexnas... Thl Belb 3Hacllb €ro.

Hdsamouika [Ixacnep tenepb nocMorpen Ha Kopu.

— Tbl MoXels MHe noMoyb, Kopwu.

— Kax? — ocropoxHo cnipocwt ManbyMK. dsantomxka Jxac-
nep YTO, HAWIEN 3AeCh KaKyl0-HHOYnb paboTy A8 TOro, YTobbl
CKDBITb €ro HeyMeHHe? MaibyMK NOYYBCTBOBAJ HEKOTOPYIO
cnabocT — IMOCJEe BCEX €r0 BEMKHMX IUIAHOB M XKeJlaHMs
JOCTaBUTh JsiatoluKe Jxacnepy palocTs, TOT HAKOHEL-TO Clpa-
LUMBAET €ro... Nnana OyaeT ropauTLCs HM...

— Yepupiit Jloch Kak pa3 ceityac JODKEH NMOSABUTLCS 30€ECh.
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OH BaxHast nepcoHa, Kopw, u oOBIYHO OCTAHABIMBAETCH Ha
TIOCTY nepel TeM, KaK OTNPaBUTLCS Ha paH4o. Ciofa nponoxe-
Ha TenedoHHas JMHMS, — Aaniowka [Ixacnep KUBHYl B
CTOpOHY X¥DkMHbl. — OnHako Y€pHsii Jloch npunepxupaercs
CTapOMOIHBLIX B3IIAAOB M HHMKOTAA HE IOJL3YeTcH CBS3LIO.
Ecau oH nmpHIET, Thl MOXEUIb MO3BOHHTb, U K BaM BBILLIIOT
ellé oMH IKMI, YTOOBbI OTBE3TH ero BHM3. EMy HpaBuTcs e3na
B JDXHUIIE.

— Tbl HMeeLb B BUAY, YTO 3TOT CTApHK BCE €LUE OPOAMT Mo
OKpecTHOCTAM? — u3yMIEHHO cnipoca Mucrep befinc. — Hy
M Hy, Bellb €EMY, HaBEpHOE, yXe OKOJQ, CTa JeT!

— Oxono Toro, — cormacuics aaaiowka Ixacnep. — OH
BMecte ¢ Undom dxo3edom yyactposan B Benmkom Mapiue. A
ero asaei 6bu1 CTpeMUTENbHBIH A3BIK, NOCIeAHMI U3 BEJIMKHX
BpaueBaresieii. Y1 U€pHpnii Jloch yuwicss y Hero, HMEHHO OH
MPOBOAWI €ro B NocjiefHee IMyTelIcCTBHE B MHpP AyXoB. OH
YTBEPXAAET, YTO TOJIbKO 6J1arofaps cHaiobblo NpeJKoB OCTAET-
cg MonoabiM. Hea Tpu oHsA Ha3an 3aMeTWw! ObIMOK Hall NMMKAMH
BOH TeX Iop, YTO O3HayaeT, YTo OH Bbillea Ha oXxoTy. U oH
JOOHUT NMpOBECTH HEMHOTO BpeMeHM Y pyubs, — ASIIOLIKA
Jxacnep KMBHYJI B CTOPOHY OY/IbKAKOWIEH BOAbL. — JTO MECTO
MHOTOE 3HayHT [UII HEro, XOTSl OH HUKOTrAa He TOoBOpMI,
noyeMy. YUrto-To, cBI3aHHOoe ¢ npouvthiM. Horoa oH 3anepxu-
BaCeTCA 3eCh, YTOOLI OCMOTpETh NM0boro XepebEHKa, KOToporo
Mbl NpHHecEM BHU3. OH el He NOTepsUl METKOIO IJla3a Ha
nouiageii. HauM npousBoauTeny Koraa-To IaTWIM eMy NpH-
JIMYHbIE OEHBIM, YTOOLI OH MOoKoAnoBan st HuX. Bonbluas
YacTb CTAPMKOB BEpWJa, YTO OH MOT' BCSIKMIl pa3 HallpOpOYHTh
s HUX XepebG€Hka c nsaTbio nansuamu. Ho ectb M 4yro-1O
Ipyroe, o 4YéM OH HHKOIAa He CTaHeT paccKa3bmaTb. OH
TOBOPHT: ObUIble BpeMEHa YLUTH, H BCeM Tenepb BCE PaBHO... H
MO3TOMy OH pa3oyapoBajici B Hac, — pasaowka Jxacnep
HaKOHell BBITHI CBOI Kode.

— A YTO 310 — XepeGEHOK C NATHIO NaNbLaMU? — CIpOCcHI
Kopmu.
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— VY caMbIX JYYLIMX YHCTOKPOBHBIX aIMATYCCKMX KOHei
MOYTH BCerda ecTb NATb KPalmMHOK Ha Horax. Ho He y Bcex,
HECMOTpSI Ha TO, YTO HX TIUATEJBHO CKPELIMBAIOT MEXIY
coboii. HaM Bbiaemwm cpeacrsa Wi COBEpLICHCTBOBAHHMS
annaryccKoi Mopobl, HO JiereHAa 3TO WIH HET, — OH NOXa
TUlIe4aMHM, — KTO 3HaeT. Mbl 3aHSUIMCDh [E/IOM, ¥ HaM TIOBE3JIo
B 3TOM npeanpHsaTuu. U Tenepb Ha HHUX GoMbLLONM CrIpoc, 3a YTO
Mbl MOXeM GrarogapuTth cynboy.

HUrak, KopH, ecnin Tel ocTaHeWibCcs 30eCh M JOXAELILCS
YépHoro Jlocs, TO MO3BOHH Ha paH4yo, €CJM OH 3axoyeT
OTNPpaBUTLCA Tyla, M Toraa BaM noMoryT. Ecim Xe oH 3axoyer
XaTh, TO CKAXH €My, YTO Mbl BEpHEMCS Ha3al npexie, 4eM
conHue KocHETcs [IByx Vineit. OH He mojb3yercs BpeMeHEM
4acoB.

Micrep Befinc 1 Hen yXe uuiM K 3aroHy, roToBble CeIaTh
CBOMX KOHEH.

— Bcé B nopsake, aaaouka xacnep. S ocraHych 3aech.

Ho korma oHM npHHecnM cé€mia M TNOATOTOBWIH CBOMX
CKAaKYHOB K MNyTelUecTBHIO Mo xoiMaM, Kopu npuuuiocs cpa-
XaThcsl C¢ coboi, 4yTOoObl HE 3aKpH4yaTb, YTO €My XodYeTcs
OTMNPpaBUTLCS BMECTE C HHUMM, YTO OH KAaKHM-TO 00Opa3oM
YCHUAMT Ha JIOWIAAH, YTO OH XOYET NPOMTH NEIKOM BECh MYTb,
YTO OH HE MOXET OCTAThCsA 3AECh OAMH.

Tem BpeMeHeM asaiouika Jlxacnep npockakan MHMO MaJlb-
YHKa, BbIKDUKHYB NoOCJefHee yKa3aHHe:

— He 3a6yabs npo Tenedon. U npo cBoit 1aHY B KOP3MHKe
B mxune. He 6poau 3nech — B 3THX MecTax MOIYT NMOMNAcThCs
BCSIKME JIOBYLIKH, O KOTOPBIX Thl He 3Haellb. bynp Onaropasy-
MeH, Kopu, U 1 3Halo, YTo Ha Te6s1 MOXHO NOJIOXHUTBLCSH, YTO Thl
He noTepselbes.

Hanmowka Ixacrnep Tak CWIbHO BEpHUT B HEro, IOAyMal
Kopy, yro mbiTaercsi XoTb HEMHOrNo oboaputh ero. OmHako
MaIbYMK 3Hall, YTO OH OKA3aICA IOpa3lo HIDKE TOIO YPOBHS,
KOTOpPOMY AOJDKEH ObUI COOTBETCTBOBAaTb ChiH Kimngda Onaepa.
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IMocne Toro, Kak BcamiHMKHM yckakanu, Kopu momowén K B
JDKUTTY ¥ ycelcs B Hero. M moyeMy-To OT Harperoro COJHLIEM
CHIEHHS MOYYBCTBOBAN cebs B Goblueii 6esonacHocTH. Majb-
YUK JyMaJl, 4TO TOC/Ie YXOHa JII0AEH KpYTOM BOLIAPHTCS THILIMHA.
Ho Tenepsb, npucnympasicb, OH yNaBIMBal MHOXECTBO pas-
HBbIX 3BYKOB. Kakasi-To NMTHUa clieTena ¢ KpbILUM XVDKMHBI H
CKJIEBBIBAJIAa KPOLUKH, OCTaBLUHECS MIOC/IE 3aBTpaKa. A KaKoe-To
KOPMYHEBOE XMBOTHOE MPOTONAIO Y AANbHENO YINa XIDKMHbI,
OYEBMAHO, 3aHATOE COOCTBEHHBIMH AE/IAMH M He OobGpaTHBLUEee
HHKaKkoro BHHMaHMs Ha Kopu. Ho Malb4HK OCTOpOXHO cile-
JWI 32 HUM, TIOKa OHO HE HcYe3so.

Haxoneu Kopu BbIGpancs M3 mxuna, cobpan Tapeiakud M3
KACTPIOJIM U OTHEC MX K OacceifHy, rae BBMMCTWI MX INECKOM.
Hyxao 6puto yeMm-To 3aHsThed. Hen 3abpan cBoit ayx u
XoyaH... Kopu cHoBa noaymain o myme.

Yro, ecnu oHa OXOTHTCS Win 6poauT notumsoctH? CMoxeT
JIH XIDKMHA TMOCTYXHTb JOCTaTOYHO 6e30MacHbIM MECTOM, YTO-
Ob1 cnipsratbess? Ho ecyim BHYTpM ecTb TenedoH...

OH pHIBKOM pacrnaxHy/l ABEpb, Xejas yOeOUThCSl B 3TOM.
Tlocne sapxoro ColHEYHOro cBeTa CHapyXH, BHYTPH Liapuia
nbuibHas TeMHoTa. Kopu cTosin, Moprasi, Ha nmopore, Nnoka ero
I7la3a He NPUBLIKIN K cyMmpaky. [lBe KpoBaTH, ceHyac npex-
CTaBNsBLIME cOBOM rosbie ZOCKH, 6bUTH NMPUCTARNEHBI K JaTbHEN
creHe. C oaHOH CTOpPOHbI — TmeyKa, psAOM — KopobkKa,
HaroJIOBUHY 3aMnojIHeHHast JepeBAHHBIMM NOJIEHbAMHM. 3dech
ke ObU1 M CTeHHOH Kag C pacnaxHyTbIMH ABEpLIAMH, OTKpPbI-
Basd elE OOHY CTOMKY TapesokK, psal OaHOK M HECKOJIbKO
KECTSAHBIX KpYXeK.

IlocepennHe KOMHaTbl HaXOAWICS CTOJ C YETbIPbMS CTY/b-
SIMM. A Ha CTeHe c/ieBa, NpUOHTasA KOJIbILIKAMH, BHCENA YbSI-TO
mxypa. Kakoro nMeHHo 3Bepsi, Kopu He MoHs1, HO OHa Obula
nipocto orpoMHast. C He€ aKKypaTHO Cpe3aId lepCTb M HaHe-
CJIH PHMCYHKH. Manbuuk noaowé€n notnwke. PucyHxu Obuin
KPacHOro, Xe€JaToro M YE€PHOIO LIBETOB, HO Tenepb KpackKu
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noGneKM, TaK YTO B 3TOM MOJyMpakKe OH €IBa MOI pa3o-
Opatb HX.

3nech GbUIM HApHCOBaHBI JIOWIAAH C MCIELIPEHHBIMH Kpa-
‘TMIMHKaMH 3allaMM aNMnajJycCKoil mopoabl. A ell€ MHOXECTBO
Joei, HEKOTOpBIE C MepbSIMH Ha TroJioBax, Apyrue — c rpyoo
CIENaHHbBIMM TOJIOBHBIMH YOopamM. Y moded C ToJOBHBIMH
yOopaMu ObUTH pyXbsl, TOra KaK y TeX, YTo C NepbIMH, — JIYKH
M TOJIbKO HeckosbKo pyxeil. Kopy moHsi1, YyTo, HaBepHOE, 3TO
H300paxeHHe KAKOH-TO JaBHO CIy4MBlUe¥cs: GUTBbI.

Korma ManpyuK BblllieJl U3 XIDKMHBI, OH CHOBAa YCJbIIAT
BLI3LIBAIOLMI BOM KOMOTA M cripocHl cebsi, He pa3rHeBaH JIM
TOT TEM, YTO MAIbYHK OCTAICSA 3[€ECh... [IOTOMY YTO, KaK CKasa
Hen, Ko#OT XO4eT CyCTHTLCA CIOAa M MOMCKATh B Jlarepe eny.
IIyn cBexwii BeTEpOK, HO CTalO Topa3no Telvlee, YeM Ha
pacceete. ManpuMK cTAHYN ¢ cebs cBUTEp M Opocun ero Ha
3aJlHee CUOEHHe IKHUIa.

Mucrep Beiinc rosopuin, yro 371oT YépHbii Jloch oyeHb
crap. M asmowka [Ixacnep cka3aj, YTOo OH y4acTBOBA/I BMecTe
¢ Yndom [Ixo3edom B orcTyruieHnH, Koraa Hes Ilepce corna-
JIH C KX 3cMcJb, @ OHHU YCKOJIL3HYIH B CTOPOHY KaHaACKOM
TPaHHLIbI.

Kopu uuran 06 3roM. EMy Bcerna xotenoch y3Hats Gosblue
o He3 Ilepce — wu3-3a manbl u aapowku [kacnepa. Ho
asmiowka JIxacnep HUKOraa He XW1 B pe3epBalliH, NMOTOMY
YTO yXe ero orcl Baanen 3TUM paHuyo. M asnlowka dxacnep
y4Ywics B KoJUle[Ke, KOria Havanach BoitHa B Kopee, a norom
MOCTYITWI AOGPOBOJILLIEM B YacTh Ialbl.

IMoyeMy-TO MaJbYMK BAPYT MOHSUI, YTO €My TPyAHO AyMaTb
o asmiowke [xacnepe Kak HacTosilieM HHAeiile. Koroa yerni-
pc OHA Ha3ad OHM NMOKUHYJIH I'OpoA M HanpaBWIMCh Ha paHYo,
Kopu Buaen apyrvx HHaeiileB. BojbluMHCTBO H3 HMX HOCWIH
ofiexny OObIKHOBEHHbIX paHYepaB. CpeaM HUX ObUl TOJLKO
OIMH CTapHK C CEIbIMH KOCHYKAMM, BHIOMBABIUMMMCS H3-TION
€ro roJIoBHOro ytopa.
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Ecnm ator Y€pHsiit Jloch HacTonbKo crap, To, MOXET ObITh,
OH TOX€ HOCUT KOCHYKM H GOJIblIC MOX0X Ha TeX HHAEeHLUEB U3
XHMI. KopH nonbITaincs npeacTaBuTb, KaK Obl BhINISAE] Osi-
miowka Jxacnep, ecau 6b1 OH 6bUT OET TaK, KaK ero npeaxu,
— B ollex1y M3 LIKyp OyHBOJIOB, YKpalUeHHYI0 OycMHaMH U
NCpbsIMH, U CO CKaJIbIIaMH Ha KOJTYaHe.

Cxkanbnsl... Kopu noagyman o6 M3opBaHHOil 6Gaxpome Ha
peMHe konyaHa Hepa. Heyxenu 3to B camoM aene ObLiM
CKaJ1bnbl?

Mozyuwas mazusn

Y KopH He 6bUI0O HUKAKOTO XeJaHWsl YXOAWTb AaJeKO OT
XHXMHb! — Jsatouke Jkacnepy He HyXHO ObUI0 GCCITIOKOHTB-
cs1 Hacy€r atoro. Ho Gudke K NOMyaHIO OH pelni NporyisThes
K YTECY, HaXOAMBLLIEMYCS 32 XYDKMHOM M OCBELUEHHOMY SPKMMH
JiyyaMH conHua. Y taM, cpa3sy 3a pyuybéM, OH HaUIEN paclleIn-
Hy. BepHee naxe, oH NpocTo cBATWICS B He€, NOCKONb3HYBLIHCD
Ha cKaJie, Koraa Kapabkasncs no Hei, 4To6bl MOJTy4llie pacCMOT-
peThb JOJNHY, NMPOCTHPABLIYIOCA 32 'PaHULAMM Jiareps.

Hu3skopocablit KycTapHHK, CKPBIBABLUHI BXOA B 3Ty paclue-
JIMHY, TNpPOJIOMWICS N0 €ro BecoM, a 3aTeM MaJIb4MK BIApPYT
OOHapyxmn1 ccbg B TeMHOTE JieXalllMM Ha CMHMHE M BcE clué
néprajominM HoraMu. [ToTpsicéHHBII MaTBYHK BBIOpOCHI Brne-
pPé€a pyKH M GOMBHO OUApanajJ KOXY, YAapMBLUHCH O Ipyoyio
NOBEPXHOCTb KAMEHHBIX cTeH. Ero nonbITku NoaHsTLCA CTAHO-
BWINCh BCE€ Gosee M Oonee Ge3yMHBIMU: OH YYBCTBOBAI ccOsi
CJIOBHO NMOHMaHHBIM B KAKYIO-TO JIOBYLIKY.

Ho Bckope eMy ynanoch OTTONKHYTBCS OT 3€MIH Nof cobor
M NIPUBCTaTb, Pa3BEPHYBIUHCH K AbIpe. 3deCh CTOSU1 KaKoi-To
CTpaHHBbIi1 3aMax, U OH CHAC] Ha YEM-TO MSITKOM, YTO LUEBEJIN-
JIOCh MO €ro HOTaMH, CJIOBHO XMBOE.

OH OTNOoN3 HACKOMBKO MOT Mojajblie U HalllyTial psiioM C
coboii Mex M wKypy. OH YTO, NpH3eMIWICS Ha KaKoro-To
3Bepsa? Hert, 310 Gosbllie MOXOAWIO Ha KAKYIO-TO CYMKY.
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MenneHHo aBuradch K orBepcTHio, Kopu BbIGpancs Ha
OTKPBITOE NMPOCTPAHCTBO, Hecs ¢ co060ii HaxoaKy. ITo JeHCTBH-
TEJIbHO 0KA3aJlaCh CYMKA M3 XeJITOBaTO-KOPUYHEBOH KOXH, U C
He€ cBMcalM Tnojockd Mexa. Ha cymke Obum HapHcCOBaHBI
KADTHHKHM, BpoOJE€ TeX, YTO OH BMIE/] Ha LIKype Ha CTeHe
XHXXHMHEI, ¥ K TOJIOCKAM MeXa KpelWINCh HECKONbLKO NEpbeB.
IMocne Toro kax Kopu mnoBepren 3Ty Belwlb B pyKax, OH
0oOHapyxau1, YTO XOTS OHa M MMeNa GpopMy CyMKH, OJHAKO B
Hell He GBUIO HUKAKHX OTBEPCTHM. .

Manbyuk nogHsUICA Ha 3aTEKlIMe HOTH, H ylIHOBbI OT Bue-
PalllHKX ManeHuit cHoBa 3aHbUIM. TIpHXBaTHB CyMKy ¢ coboii,
OH HamnpaBWICA K [DKUITY, YTOObI NMOUCKAThb B 6apaayke ¢poHa-
pHK. BMecTe ¢ HMM OH BO3BpaTWICA K pacllie/iIMHe M NOCBETWI
B OKPYXEHHOE CKaJIaMH TPOCTPAHCTBO.

K cTeHe mpHCIOHWICA OepeBAHHBIN 1IECT, C KOTOPOro Ha
HHMTKax ¢ OycaMH CBHMCAIM Mepbs. A pPANOM CTOSUIA 3aKpbITast
KOp3HHa, CIVIETEHHas M3 TpaBbl. BHe3anHo KopHu BcnoMHmi,
yTo aamowka Jxacnep yro-to ropopun o YépHoM Jloce, yro
3[leCh €CTh KAKO€-TO MECTO, KOTOpOe OH HaBeulaeT. Bo3aMoxHo,
3TO OHO M ecTb. Bce 3TM BewmM Ka3amuch HOBLIMH, WIM 1O
KpalHe# Mepe OHU He BbIIVIsAeNM TakK, OyaTo HaxoasTcs 34eCh
yXe MHOTHe-MHOTHe rofbl CO BpeMEH HAaCTOSLUMX MHAEHLEB.
HasepHoe, eMy ny4iie OyzneT ocTaBHTb BCE, KaK ObU10, KOr1a OH
TOJILKO OOHapyxun 310. OAHAKO BepXHsisl 4acTb KOP3HHbI
CHMJIBHO nporubanach BHYTPb — AOJDKHO ObITb, OH CJloMal €€,
KOIZa ymajl BHM3.

KopH nomnsiTazicss CHATH KPbILKY. BHYTpH KOp3HHBI OKa3aji-
cA yepenawivii NaHUbIpb, CJIOMAHHBIK npsiMo nonepék. U
KOrJa MaJib4MK NOAHSI €ro, C POroBbiX IUIACTHHOK CBAWIOCh
HECKOJIbKO KaMeLIKOB. BepHyrbh Bc€ Tak, Kak ObL1o, yXe He
6bU10 HUKAKOH BO3MOXHOCTH. EMy npocto npunércsa nosaxee
pacckasaTb 00 3ToM asaiouike Ixacnepy. Ho Beas 3to xe Obuia
cnyyaifHocTe! M ecniu OH ocTtaBHMT BCE, KakK ObUIO...

MambuuK BepHyJICA K IKHMITYy 3a CYMKOH M3 1iKyphl. U Ha
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MTHOBEHHE, KOTJa OH TONLKO MOJIOXHI Ha Heé pyKy, €ro
OXBATWIO CTPaHHOE YYBCTBO, YTO OHAa B KAKOH-TO CTEMNEHH
xuBas. BoaMoxo, 3TO ciyynnoch M3-3a TOro, YTo OHa Harpe-
Jlach Ha conHue. Ho Manpyuk ¢ panocTbio H36aBWICS OT LUKYPHI
— OH MOJIOXIN ¢€ PANAOM € pasOUTBIM YepenallbHM NaHublpeM
B KOP3HHY, a TIOTOM HaTacKaJl CJIOMAaHHOIO KyCTapHMKa, YToObl
3aKpbITh KaK NpoOKO# paclIe/UHY.

Hepnaneko or 3Toro Mecra BhITCKaBlIas M3 BOAOEMA CTpPYiiKa
BOIbI NpeBpalualach B pyyeék. Kopu omycTuicsi Ha KoJeHM,
4yTOObI MOMBITh PYKH, Y 3aMeTW1 MeJIbKHYBIIMA Ha MITHOBEHHE
B Boe pbIOMit xBocT. OH BbITEp JIAOHM O HarpeBLUYIOCSi Ha
COJIHLIE TPaBY M YXX€ BHUMaTe/IbHE OCMOTPEJ BBICOKYIO CKATy.
Ha nepBblit B3r/14 B Heli He 6bUIO APYTHX Pa3jIoMOB, H €C/IH OH
BCcKapaOKaeTcs Ha e€ BeplUHHY, TO CMOXET OTIMYHO paccMoOT-
peTb AOIHHY.

M3 pxuna MaibYMK AOCTAT MOJIEBYIO IMOA3OPHYIO TpyOy,
KOTOpPYI0 NpPHUXBAaTWI YTPOM, M TaK C HEIO B pyKe Hayal
B36MpaThCs Ha BEPLUMHY CKAJIbI.

Pyye€x M3 Boao€Ma ciMBajics ¢ 6OMbLIMM, a TIOTOM OKOHYa-
TeJIbHO C el 6ojiec LIMPOKMM TNMOTOKOM BoAbl. TpaBa 3aech
pocia BbicoKasi, Koe-TI/e NonaJaluch IPYIINKH IycToro Kycrap-
HHKA WIM HM3KMX acpeBbeB. OT OnHOM H3 TaKHMX PpOLUMLL
OTOLWIH KAKHE-TO KOPHYHEBbIE XUBOTHBIE. JTO YTO, KOPOBbI?
Ho Beab 3amech paHyYo no pa3BeneHuio KoHeid. Kopu Hapen
pe3KocTb. Bnann MenneHHo nepeaBHraiMch OrpoOMHblE NpH3e-
MHCTble Tejla C IpyObIMH KOMHAaMHM lUEpCTH Ha Iuleyax W
ronosax — OM30Hb!!

KopH B HCBepHH ClleAWl 3a OTPOMHOM poraToil ronopoii
NEPBOro XHBOTHOIO, Ha KOTOPOM OH cdokycupoBan nonsop-
HY1I0 TpyOKY, H BUAE] JaXe CBMCABLUMI C MOUIHOW 3apocluei
1IEPCTbIO MOPAbl KJIOYOK TpaBbl, KOTOPYKO CaMeLl C YIOBOJb-
crBueM xeBai. OnuH, IBa, TPH, a BOT €LUE ONMH, IOMEHbllE —
6b14oK. Ho Benp nukme GU30HbBI UCYEITH U3 ITHX MECT JaBHbIM-
paBHo. HMIX Teneph MOXHO yBHAETb TOJILKO B MapKax WIH
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300mnapkax. Pa3se YTo HeCKOJIbKO H3 HHX NO-NpexHeMy 6poasr
B 3THX Xonmax?

MeaneHHo noenasi TpaBy, GH30HBI AOOpanMChL OO BOABI U
NOCTOSUIM TaM, HAIMBasiCh, H BOAA CTEKana C BOJIOC MX I'DHB,
KOIJa OHM BpeMs OT BpPEMEHHM MNOAHMMAIU TOJIOBbI, YTOOBI
OIJTISTHYTLCS MO CTOpPOHaM. Bapyr orpoMHbIN caMell YyTb OTO-
WEN Ha3al W TMOBEPHY/ICS MOpPAOH B CTOPOHY, OTKyAa OHH
MPHLULTH, HU3KO OMYCTHUB roJIOBy, HaleiauBasicb poram. Oc-
TajJlbHble [ABa B3pOCJBIX CaMlla TOBTOPWIM €ro ARIDKEHHE,
OTMNpPaBHB AETEHLIILA 3a G€30NaCHYI0 CTEHY CBOMX Tel.

Kopu nosepHyn noa3opHyio Tpyoy B CTOPOHY, Kya HaLe/In-
J1ch 6U30HbI. Y1 3aMeTH B BLICOKOM TPaBe KaKoe-To LieBeJIeHHE.
Bonk?

YemM 6b1 3TO HH 6bUIO, HO OHO OMNpeaeNEHHO ObUIO Gosblue
KOHOTa, 0 KOTOPOM ToBOpHJI eMy asumiowika Jlxacnep, Koraa
OHM exXaJli Ha paH4yo M3 asponoptra. Ho TeM He MeHee OHO
MOXOAWIO Ha 3TOIO 3Bepsl.

A noToM...

Kopu Mopruyn.

KojioTroobpa3Hasi rososa npHnogHsiach Bbillle, YEM MOIJIO
Kakoe-JIH60 X1BoTHoe. M 3To oka3ancs coBceM He KOHOT, a
BCEro JIMWb Macka, HaJleTasl KAKMM-TO YeJIOBEKOM Ha IroJIoBy H
TUIeYH, LIKypa KaKoro-to xuBoTHoro. OgHako Kopu Mor Gbl
MOK/BICTLCSl, YTO OH M B CaMOM JeJie BUAE] B NMEpBblii MOMEHT
OoYeHb 0O/bLIOro, HO HACTOSALLENO KOHOTA.

Yenosek BHOBb IBUHYJICA Bnepéa, U Tenepb Kopu pasris-
ZleJ1, YTO OH OJIET He TOJILKO B MYLUMCTYIO LUKYpPY, NOKPbIBABLIYIO
€ro roJIoBy M IUIeYH, HO U B LUTaHbl M3 OJIEHbEN KOXM, Kakue
HM300paXXaTMCh B HCTOPHYECKHX KHHrax Npo MHAEHLEB.

OH He HEC HHU pyXbsl, HH OaXe JIyKa CO CTpeJaMH, KOTOpbI-
MH nonb3oBatuch asmiowika Jxacnep u Hea. Her, B onHoii
PYKe OH JepXaJl IeCT, yBeHYaHHblil NepbsiMU, Bpole TOTIo, YTO
Kopu Bugen B Toii pacliuesvHe, ¥ 3TH NEPBILUKU KOJNLIXATUCh
Ha BeTpy. B apyroii ero pyke 6bu1a Kopobka M3 Yepenauibero

9 Priuaps cHos 25 7



NaHUbIPS, COBCEM KaK Ta CJIOMaHHas, 3aKpeIVIEHHas: Ha pyKo-
ATH, U MHAeel NoTpsixuBai elo. OH He ABUTAJICA NpPAMO Brepén,
a aenan GpicTpble KOPOTKME 1AXKH, BAa BIEpEA, OAWH Ha3al,
CJIOBHO B KAKOM-TO TaHILIE.

To ©ecnokoiicTBo, KoTopoe KopM oluyTWn B paclie/IMHeE,
BEPHYNIOCh. Y MaIbYMKa NOSBWIOCH CTPAaHHOE, MyTalollee YyB-
CTBO, YTO XOTSl 3TOT YeJOBEeK B MAacke M He HUMeeT MoieBoi
NMOA30PHOI TpyObl M daXe He IIAOHT B CTOPOHY, FAC Ha
HarpeToii JlydaMH COJHLA ckane crnpstancs KopH, oH 3Haer,
YTO MATBYMK CNEAMT 33 HUM M IIO3TOMY OH pa3rHEBaH.

Moxer... MoxeT, 310 M ecTb YeépHbii Jlocs? Ho Beab
asmowka Ixacnep u Muctep beitHe, oHH o6a yTBepxXaaiu, YyTo-
Yeépupiit Jlocb — mayGokuii crapuk. [loyemy-to Kopu He
OyMal, YTO 3TOT TAaHLUOp B Macke CTap — HET, OBHraicsi OH
CJIULIKOM ObICTPO, CIMLIKOM JIerko, XOTs, KoHeuHo, Kopu He
MOT BHIETH €ro JIMLO.

Tonbko Tenepb MaJIb4UK PAcCbIlaT KAKOW-TO THXHH 3BYK H
pe3koe noTpeckMBaHue. KopH 3aXoTeoch COCKOJB3HYTb BHHU3
CO cKaJibl, YTOGBI OHa ocTanach GbI MeXAy HUM U TAHLIOPOM.
Ho B 3T0 Xe MrHOBEHME OH YXe He MOT NOLUEBEIMTLCA — PYKH
M HOTU MaJIbYHMKA HE NOAYHMHSUIMCh €ro MCIyTaHHOMY pa3yMy.

YBeHYaHHBI NepbsAMH LIECT B PyKe TAHLIOpa Hayan packa-
YyuBaTbecs B3aa-Bnepén, U Kopu cneawn 3a HUIM, TOMHMO BOJH.
Crpax ero cran cwibHee. Hazan M Bnepén, Haszan M Bnepén...
Tenepb 3TOT CTPAaHHBIA TMXHH 3BYyK CTal rpoMYe, U Ma/IbuYMKY
N0KA3a10Ch, YTO OH yX€ MOXET MOYTH pPasIMYUTh CJIOBa, XOTS
HC MOXeT MX NOoHATb. Y OH noJDKeH... HeT! YX B 3TOM-TO OH
6bL1 yBEpeH.

OH NpHHSUICS CPAXaThCs C TEM, YTO, Ka3aloCh, YAEPXHBAIO
ero pyku, NpikuMas TNOA30pHYI0 TpyOy K miazamM. OH He
JOJDKEH CJIEIMTb 32 3THM PacKayMBAaOLIMMCA LliecToM... Ka-
KMM-To To/liKoM KopH ynanoch omycTHTh MOA30OPHYIO TpPYOy.
OH cuaen Ha caMOM COJIHUENEKE, NMPOOPOTLINM, TSDKEIO AbIlla,
CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO BbIOpasicd M3 JieAsiHOH BoAbl TOPHOTIO
PYubsi, B KOTOPOM pelUWN UCKYTaThCs.
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3aTo Teneps, KOraa OH CHOBAa OTBAXWICA MOCMOTPETh, 6H30-
Hbl BBIMVIAAENH TNPOCTO MaJeHbKMMH KODHYHEBHIMH
nATHbIUKAMH. U OH coBceM He pa3mMyan TaHlopa B Macke
Kojiota. C npunTylUEHHBIM B3gOXOM obseryeHusi Kopu co-
CKOJTb3HYJI BHH3 Ha IIPOTHBOTIOJIOXHYIO CTOPOHY CKaJThl, palysiCh
yXe TOMY, YTO MeXIy HMM W JOJHHOH NOAHSIAch NONOJIHM-
Te/IbHasl CTEHa, a NOTOM MOGeXa K JDKMITY.

OnsTb OH BcKapabkasics Ha cMAeHHe, NaibLbl BUEMHWINCH B
pysib, ero Bcero Tpsicno. Beab oH... oH 6pu1 peampHbiM! Ho
NMOCTENEHHO MaJIbYMK NMOYYBCTBOBAI NOAHMMaBLieecs BHYTPH
TeIUIO, OH COrpesicsi M HaKoHell pacciabuics.

Kopu He 3Han, ckonb gonro oH npocuaen tak. Ho conHue
NOAHSJIOCH yXe BLICOKO, BOBCIO NMATWIO Ha €ro rojioBoif, H
KOra OH TpOTrojIoAasicsi, TO B KOHLE KOHLOB INpPHIIORHSUICA,
YyTOoObI 3aJIe3Th Ha3al M JOCTaTb KOpoOKy ¢ 3aBTpakoM. Mbic-
JICHHO OH CHOBa M CHOBa BO3BpalUaIcsi K YBUACHHOMY WM K
TOMY, YTO OH AyMaJ, YTO YBHIAE/]. DH3OHLL... TPH B3pOCIBIX M
OMH TEJIEHOK, a MOTOM ell€ H YeJIOBEK, TAHLYIOLMIA B MacKe
Koiiota. OH He COMHeBaJICS, MOYTH He COMHEBAJICS, YTO BCE 3TO
oH Buaen. Ho Bcé xe, ObuIO JIH 3TO peabHBIM?

M cyuiecTBoBal TOJILKO ONMH-€AMHCTBEHHBIH Crioco6 Bhisic-
HHUTb 3TO — OTNPaBUTLCA Tyda BHH3 CAMOMY M NOCMOTPETD.
Jlaxe ecly OHHM Bce M YLUTH K 3TOMY BpeMeHM OT Bofonos, To
Belb JOJDKHBI Xe OCcTaTbcst MX caenbl. Ho... cMoxer i oH?

Kopy MeaneHHO NOKpYTW roJIOBOH CIIpaBa-HaleBo, H BHOBb
MO NO3BOHOYHMKY MNpobexXalu Mypallku o3Hoba. Bcé 3pmechk
Ka3aJIoCh TAKMM MHPOJIIOOMBBLIM... OObIKHOBEHHBIM — MMEHHO
3neck. ManbuMK pa3BepHYsl OOHUH U3 OOJBLUIMX CIHABHYEH H
Nnocuzesl ¢ HUM B pyKax, TaKk M He OTKycuB. EciM OH He
OTNpPaBUTCS Tyla — M HEMEMLJIEHHO, — TO YXe¢ HHKOraa He
NOMAET.

A ec/IM OH He ce/aeT 3Toro, TO TOrda TOJLKO 3TO eMy H
OCTaHeTcsl BcroMHHaTh, — YTo Kopu Onaep okasascsi TpycoM.
U 10, B 4€M OH MOJHOCTBIO He TNpH3HAJICA cebe Byepa mocie
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cJiyyas C JNollafblo, Nocie Toro, YTo OH YyBCTBOBAI B TEMHOTE
HOYH, KOI[a YCiablllaZi Bce 3TH CTpPaHHbIE .3AE€UIHHE 3BYKH,
Tenepb cTao oyeBUIHBLIM. Kopu Onaep — Tpyc... MaIbYHILIKA,
¢ KotopbiM asalouike [Ixacnepy Obulo Obl CTHLUIHO XOOWTh
BMecte. M kak HacuéT mamnbl — narmnbl, Y KOTOPOro ABe Meaaiu
3a XpabpocTb, — YTO MoOAyMaeT OH, €C/IM Y3HaeT O YyBCTBaX
Kopu uMeHHO B 3ty MHHYTY? BouTCca nowamu, TeMHOTHI,
3Bepeit, caMoro 3Toro Mecra?

[lana yx ToyHO HeMealeHHO Hanpasuics 6bl Tyaa, BHu3. U
OH ObI Hawén cneabl. OH He cTan Obl YBOPaYMBATHCS OT BCTPEYH
c OM30HAaMM WIM TeM TAHUOPOM C YBCHYaHHbIM TNepbSIMH
LLIECTOM M B MacKe KoioTa. YX 3To 6bl nana — win AsQloliKa
JIxacnep — yX TOYHO He CAENaH.

KopH nonoxwn c3HABMY Ha CHAEHHE M HA HErHYLIMXCS
Horax BbIOpancst M3 miuna. OH NPHUKYCWI HUXHIOWO TIyOy,
NaJIbUbl CKANKCh B Ky/akK. Maib4MK OCTOPOXHO HanpaBWiCs B
CTOpPOHY CKaJlbl, OJHAKO B 3TOT pa3 6e3 noa3opHoii Tpyonl. Her,
OH He Oyner paccKMBaTh Baajleke M IMIAAeTb B He€, OH... OH
noiger Tyna!

Ero xoan6a nepeuwna B Ger, koraa OH MOHAJ, YTO HOJDKCH
NOCMELIUTDb, TOKA OH MOJIOH PEeLIMMOCTH, a MHaye eMy NPUAET-
cs1 beccnaBHO BO3BpallaThes K AXHUITY. OH Gexan ¢ onyleHHOR
TOJIOBOM, IJla3aMH YCTaBHBLIMCH B 3eMJIIO, H HEGOIBbLLIONH pyyei
CJIYXU1 eMy NPOBOJHMKOM, yKasaTelcM K 6oJibllieMy NMOTOKY.

Manpuuk npo6exan MMMO CKasibl, M BLICOKAsi Tpapa 3axjiec-
Tajna no HoraM. Bc€ 310 BpeMsi OH mpHcayluMBancs, Haaesch
YAOBUTb TOT 3BYK, YTO M3gaBaj TaHuop. O@HaKo yciablluaj
JIMLb JANEKHIA KPUK KaKOM-TO NMTHLIbI.

Kopu nonetnsin cpeay BbICOKOTo KycTapHUKA M MOYTH ynal,
KOrIZa 3alenwics HOCKOM 3a KaKoi-To KopeHb. EMy ene yna-
JIOCh yaepXaTbcsl Ha Horax. OgHako 370 Hayywio ero ObITh
bosiee OCTOPOXHBIM, M OH CHU3WI CKOPOCTb M OIJIsiieNcs.
INoyeMy-To, HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO OH Tenephb JOBOJILHO HaJIEKO
ybeXxan OT JUKHINA, KOTOPBIii, OX0Xe, OCTalicsl ero eAUHCTBEH-
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HbIM yOeXH1leM B 3TOM BHE3aIHO CTAaBLUMM IOJTHBIM OMAacHOC-
Teil Mype, MabYUK NoyyBcTBOBaN cebs nyyine. ComHue 6bU10
CTOJIb Xe SPKUM, CKOJb M XapKuM, a THLIMHA HaBEepHSIKA
CBHIETEBCTBOBAA O TOM, YTO TaHLIOP YLIEN.

- MapyMK BbilLleS1 MeXIy IOBYX KycTOB Ha Oeper py4ssi M
NOHU1, YTO cKopee Onaromapsi Ciay4alio, a He KaKoMy-JHO0O
TUIaHY OH OKA3aJICS Y BObI NPAMO Nepell TEM MECTOM, rie MWIH
6H130HbI. Peuyluika kaszanach Menkoil. M 6bu1a Takoii iICHOIA, YTO
OH MOT BHMIETb B Heil HeGonblMX phiGEeK. K ToMy xe psanom
HalIOCh HECKOJILKO KaMHEH C CYXMMH BEpXYLUKAMH, HaBoAf
Ha MBICTbL O KAKOM-TO NMOJOOHM nepernpasbl.

Kopu cen, Murom craiimn ¢ ce6s GOTMHKM W HOCKH, NIOTOM
3261 HOCKM BHYTPb OOTHHOK. B3sfB MX B OOHY pyKy, OH
MpLIrHYA Ha NepBbIA M3 KaMHeil. Boma ruiecHyna 4yTh Bbllle
€ro naibLieB M 0Ka3aJiach TaKOl XOJIONHOM, YTO OH CYJOPOXHO
‘B300oXHYN. OOHaKO cleaylolMii KaMeHb W ell€ OIMH 32 HHUM
6bUTH MOJIHOCTLIO CyXMMH. Y BOT OH yXe Ha Apyroi CTopoHe.

Beper 3nech 6bU1 MIMHKUCTLIN, C XOPOLLIO OTNEYaTaBLUIMMMCA
Ha HEM cnenamMu. OH He crayJl HageBaTb OOTMHKM, a cpasy
MOIEN Aanblie, OCTOPOXHO CTyNasi, HO HECKOJIbKO OCTpbIX
KYCOYKOB I'paBusi 3aCTABWIH €TI0 NOAMNPBITHYTh, Npexie YeM OH
JocTur Tex cienoB. OTneyaTK TOYHO OCTAIMCh OT KOIBIT,
MaJIbYHK HE COMHEBAICA B 3TOM, XOTA H He ObL1 CJICAONLITOM.
U He oyeHb naBHo. ONHAKO OH HE MOT CKa3aTb, YbH OHU: OJICHS
WIM 6M30Ha.

Kopu npucen Ha o6rpénaHHoe norofoi GpeBHO, YTOOLI
CHOBAa HaleTh OOTHMHKHM. 3TO 3aHSUI0 HEMPUBLIMHO JOJINOE
BpeMs, HO BOT OH BCE-TAKM TIOKOHYMJI C 3THM AeJoM. 31ech
no6bIBa/IM KAKHE-TO KOTbITHbIE XMBOTHbIC, OAHAKO CMOXET JIH
OH HaWTH XOTb KaKoHM-HUOyAb ciel TaHUOpa B Macke, eciM
CTaHET UCKATh Aaiblue?

EMy 3toro He xorenock. OaHAKO MaJIbYMK BCTAT H 3aCTaBWI
cebsl MOBEpHYTLCS JIMLIOM B TOM HampamlIe€HHH, caellan OOMH
1Lar, NMOTOM €lU€ OfMH...
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Tpasa 6bU1a Takoii BbicOKOi... Kopy npuocranoswicsa. Srta
TpaBa pacKayMBajach, H He M3-3a BeTpa. KTa-To ABMraics B o
Heil B HanpaB/IeHHH peKH, B ero cropoHy! OH caenan war Hasan
M HOIHM ero 3acKoJIb3WIM no rmmHe. Kak 1o 31oro oH ynan B
paclLe/IMHY, TaK H Telepb OH CBAUIWICA B PeKy, U BOKPYT HENO
3arUIeckKanach XoJIoAHas Boa, Koraa OH ycesics, Norpy3UBLUKCH
MO MOSIC B NOTOK MPSIMO oI 6epeXKOM.

Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH cuen Tak, NnpedbIBasi B HETIOHATHOM
OLIENMEHEHHUH. A TIOTOM HOBLIH 3BYyK C Gepera BO3BpaTW1 €ro
BHHUMaHHE K CKJIOHY, Iie OCTAIMCh OTTIeYaTKH KombIT. 2Kénro-
KOpHMYHeBasl IoJIoBa ¢ pe3KO BbUIABABLIMMHUCS YIIAMH, XENTble
r1a3a, ycTaBMBLUMECS Ha Hero, MopAa, NMokKa3blBaBluas A3bIYOK,
Oeralolinii B YCESSHHOM KIIBIKAMU NAacTH...

KopH npoH3utenbHo 3akpuyan. [la oH M HC cMor O6bi
caepxaTb 3TOT BOIUIb NaHMKH. OH Gpocwics npoysb oT H6epera
H TOTO, YTO CTOSIO TaM, CHOBA IUTIOXHYBLUINCh B BOY, KAKUM-
To 06pa3oM BCKOYMB Ha HOTM H pBaHYBLUMUCb Briepén,
PacCYMTbIBasA, YTO MEXIY HMM M 3BepeM OCTAHETCS NPOMeEXy-
TOK BOZBI.

Manb4uK OrpOMHBIMHM NPDKKAMH HECCS K NMPOTUBOIOJIOXK-
HOMy Oepery, Gexasl, He cMesl OIJISIHYTbCSl, YTOObI TOCMOTPETD,
npecjeqyeT JIM €ro 3Ta TBapb. JTO He ObUI TaHLOP B Macke;
KOPOTKHIA OLICTPLI B34, TOPOIVIMBO OpOLIEHHBIA UM, YKa-
3an eMy Ha 3To. Hacroswmit BoliK — KOHOT — OIpOMHBIA
YeTBIPDEXHOTHI OXOTHHUK CTOSL1 TaM, Insas Ha Hero. CaMoe
Xyauee, YTO TOJBKO MOIJIO HapHCOBaTb €My BooOpaxeHHe,
Tenepsb, Kasajloch, NPOOYAWIOCh K XU3HHU.

Koraa Kopu noabexan K nogb€My Ha IyTH K KOHLY JOJH-
Hbl, Fi€ HaXOAWIach XIKWMHA, OH MOT JIMLIb CYAOPOXHO, C
NPHUCBUCTOM IJI0TaTh Bo3ayX. TenedoH B XMDKMHE... YTO TaM
ropopu AsAmowKa Jxacnep — 4YTo KTo-TO NpHENET, €C/U OH
TNO3BOHHT?

Bopaa HemagHo xmonana B 60TMHKax, Koraa oH, npobupascs
BBEPX IO CKJIIOHY, OOHApy»Ul, YTO M3-33 MX HEOObIMHO BbICO-
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KHX Ka0GJIyKOB TPYOHO yAepXHBaTh paBHOBecHe. MambyHK xBa-
TaJIcsl 32 KYCTbl M JJaXe 33 OrpOMHbI€ ITy4YKHM TpaBbl, 4YTOOLI
TaumTb cebs Bnepéa. Ilorom oH obexan KpyroM ckamy, ¢
KOTOpO¥ CMOTPEJ B NMOA3OPHYIO TPYOY, YBHIEA XMXKHHY U DKHII
Briepea U 6pocwicsa U30 BCeX OCTABLUMXCS CWI K HONTOXAaH-
HOMY OCTpPOBKY 0€30MacHOCTH.

OnHako no6paBLUMCH OO [DKUTIA OH YCJTbILIAJ PXaHbe Ka-
Koii-To jnowanyn. Kopu nosepHyn ronoBy U 6pocun 6e3yMHbli
B3MS0 Ha 3aroH... Jamowka JIxacnep... Hea... kro-1o...

[IpsiMo nepea HUM cTos1a Kakas-To Jiowanb. Apkue nsArTHa
annamyccKor NMopoAbl HaMoJIOBUHY CKPBIBATUCH CBEPKAIOLUNM
HaBaXCKMM ofessloM, HabpolleHHbIM BMecTo cemna. Jlowaab
He GbL1a MpHBSA3aHa M CTOSUIA CO CBHUCAIOLIMMHM BHHU3 MOBOAb-
SIMH.

Kopu, 3anbixasich, NoBepHy/ rojioBy ganbiue. Ha xpbuibLe
XWXXWHBI OTABIXA1 Ha IUIOTHO MpPHUOHWTOI 3eMne BcaaHuK. Hec-
MOTPS Ha Xapy IHf, Ha HEM ObUIO ell€ OQHO APKO CBepKalolliee
onesuo, HabpolleHHOe KakK Iall Ha rwieyd. OH cuaen, cKpec-
THB HOI'M B MOKACHHaX, a COJHLIE CBEpKA/IO Ha €ro LUTaHax u3
JIOCHHOM KOXM, NMOKPLITOH 6axpoMoii U 6ycHHaMM.

Tanuop?

Ho xorma Kopy B3MIsiHYN Ha ero JMLO, OH yXe He 6bU1 HU
B YEM yBepeH. ManbyMK HMKOIZa npexie He BHMIET TaKoro
CTaporo 4cnoBeka. TEMHad KoXa, MOKPbIBABLIasA LIHPOKO Bbl-
naBaBluMecs CcKynbl, 6bla HcMojOcOBaHa OTrpOMHBIMH
MOpPLIHHAMH, NoAGOPOAOK Pe3KO BbINMMPAI BIMEPEN, COOTBETCT-
Bysl KDYTOMY HM3JIOMY OTPOMHOIO Hoca.

Bosocyl, ceable M WITMHHBIE, ObUTH MEPEIUVICTEHBI C KycO4Ka-
MH NYLUMCTON LLKYpbl, 00pa3yst KOCHYKH, KOTOpbIE CBEIUMBATHCH
Ha NPHUKPLITYIO OIESUIOM IPylb, ¥ KXKaas KOCHYKA 3aKaHYMBa-
Jlach YBEHYaHHOH OYCHHKOHM KMCTOYKOM XEJITOBAaTOIO Mexa.
I'nybokye MOpLLUMHBI JIMLIA NEpeceKaTH Ma3KH XEITO-KPacHOro
LIBETAa — MOXET, KpacKn? — KOTOphle pe3KO BLUIE/SUTMCh Ha
ero oOBeTpEHHOM KOXe.
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I'nasa, KOTOphIE NOYTH YTO CKPLIBAJIMCh CPEAH MOPLIMH, —
Kopu He Mor aaxe no-HacTosiLLieMy pacCMOTPETh HX — IIOXO-
Xe, MOBEPHYIMCh K HeMy. M non 3TMM NpHCTAIbHBIM B3IJISIOM
Kopu nomnbrrancs B3ATh cebs B pykH, Bceil OyLIoi olIyLias
BHE3aITHO OXBATHBLIMIA €10 OTPOMHbIH CThld, NOAOOHOIO KOTO-
POMY OH HHKOTAa He UCTbITbIBAI. OH CTOSUI TaK, HEMOAANEKY
OT [IXKHMNa, CHOBA M CHOBa MepeXuBas He TONbKO MO MOBOAY
NaHUKH, B KAKOM OH BbiGexan Ha MNOJISIHY, HO U IO NOBOAY
CBOEH NPOMOKILIEH oaeXabl.

OnHako CTapMK Ha KpbUIblle HMYEro He TOBOpWI, Oa M
BooOllie He aBuraics. OH HaBepHsaKa Buaea Kopu, HO BblIig-
ZieJ10 BCE TaK, c1oBHO Kopu no/DkeH ObUT NepBbIM NPUQIH3UTLCA.
OyeHb HEOXOTHO MaIbYUK ABUHY/ICS Briepén. D10, HaBepHOe,
Yépusiit Jloch, Ho yTO nomkeH genaarb Kopu M yto cieayer
cka3aTtbh? OcTpo Hyxnaschb B KakoM-JH00 ykazaHuH, Kopu
HaKOHell NepBbIM HapylUWl MOTYaHHe.

— Mens 3oByr Kopu Onpep. Hsamomxa [dxacnep... oH
TOBOPHJI, YTO Hallo MO3BOHWTb Ha paH4yo HAacYET MXMMa s
Yéphoro Jlocs. A Bbl, c3p, U ectb YEpHbIi Jlock?

Crapuk He orBetua, U Kopu ocraHoBwics. EMy npuuiiocs
6b1 000iTH cTapHKa, YTOObl MPOHUKHYTb BHYTPb XIDKMHBI M
NIO3BOHMTB. A 4TO eciv 310 He YépHblii Jloch? Kak MoxeT oH
ObITb YBEpEHHBIM, €C/IH 3TOT CTapHK He OTBevaer?

— INoxanyticra, oTBeTbTe, — Aaxe caMoMy Kopu ero ronoc
TIOKAa3aJICA OYeHb CNAaObIM M HEeyBepeHHBIM, — Bbl... Bbl YEp-
Hbmi Jloch?

J10o 6BUIO MOXOXe Ha TOT CiIyyaH, KOraa OH mbITajics
3arOBOPHTD C MOJNKOBHHKOM MuH3oM. Tonbko noyemy-to cro-
SITh JIMLIOM K JIMLY C 3TUM CTapbiM HHAEHLEM OKA3aloch elE
TpydHee, YeM C TNOJKOBHUKOM MMH30M, KOTOPBIH OZHAXKIbI
NpUXOAWI X HUM AOMOM BMeCTe C MNarnom.

— Ha, YépHsmrii Jlocs.

BosHa oGneryeHus npokaTWiach BHyTpH Kopu npu 3tom
oreete. UTak, oH no H 5 n! Ho Toraa Beab BcE, yto Temnepb
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ocTaBajioch clenaTs KopH, 370 BbI3BaTh KU U, HaBepHOE, OH
noener Hazan BMecte ¢ YEpHbmM JloceM, M KTo GbI HH MOBEN
IDKUTI HA paH4Yo, OH OCTAaBMT 3aNMCcKy Asimiolike JIxacnepy. Beé
6ymer B nopsiake. U eMy Oosblie He NpHMAETCS OCTABaThCA
3M1ech.

— A BuizoBy mkun u3 bap ILmoM, — k Kopu Bo3BpaTHiach
YBEPEHHOCTb, U OH TPONOJDKWI ABIDKEHHE BNEpEN, OAHAKO
CMYyTJIasi pyKa, KOCTH KOTOpO#f Tyro o0TArMBala MOPLIMHHCTAs
KOXa, BbUleTeNa M3-TIOJ odesUla M XECTOM NpHKasaia eMy
OTOWMTH Ha3zan.

— Her, s ocranycs 3aech. Ena... nuTBE...

— [Ha... na, cap, — Kopu nocMoTpen Ha cuaeHHe B JKHIE,
Tle OH OCTaBWI CBOM 3aBTpaK... CKOJILKO Xe BpeMeHH Ha3an?

Tam Ha CHAGHMH BaJUIMCh TOJMIBKO KPOLUKM M TMSATHA, C3H-
JBWYa Gonslile He 6pUT0. U MypaBbH poeM KOMOLUIWIHCH BOKPYT
MATHBLIWKA niponuToro mxema. Heyxenn Y€pHsriit Jloch noMor
cebe cam? Her, Mexny mXunoM ¥ GIMXailIMM OepeBOM Ha
3eMJle BAISUICS KycOK OGJIOMaHHOro o KpasiM xieba, CIOBHO
MOXHTHTEJb €Xbl YETO-TO HCITYTAJICA, HAaBEpHOE, NPHOIDKeHHs
HHAehua.

Kopu BcnoMHmMI 0 uIKade B XIDKHHE; BOZMOXHO, TaM YTO-
To Haitnércsa. Ilo kpaliHe#t Mepe, OH 3Hal, KaK NpPUNOTOBMTH
xode ¥ nomKapHuTh 6€KOH, €C/IH TOMBKO yaacTcd OOHapyXHThb
3€pHa WIH KycOoK Msca. Manp4yuK OCTOpPOXHO OOO1IEN NMOCETH-
Tes, KOTOPbIi He NOLUEeBeWI HU TOJIOBO#, HU TEJIOM, H BOLUEN
B XIDKUHY.

K ero o6neryenmuio, B wkady Hauuviach eaa. OH ObicTpo
BbIOpa/1: KOHCEPBHPOBAaHHYIO MIICHHLY, 6eKOH, 6aHKy nepcu-
KOB, HeMHoro kxode B Meuloyke. He rycro, Ho Bnonxe
nocratoyHo. Ilorom Kopu Bbmuen Hapyxy, 4roObl pasxeub
KOCTEp M NMOAXAPHUTb 6EKOH Ha CKOBOPOJKEe, KOTOPYIO OH Iepes
3TUM BbIMBUI B pydybe. OH He MOr ckasarh, HaOGnioman Ju
Yépuuiii Jloch 3a KaXIbIM €50 LIAroM — CTapHK, MOXET ObITh,
saapeMan. Ho Bckope Kopu HacTonbKo yBIEKCS NpPUTOTOBIIE-
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HMEM IHILUH, YTO B3OPOTrHYJ], KOIAa KaKasi-TO TeHb yTaja Ha
KaMeHb, Kyla OH CJIOXWI TapeikH, ¥ MaIbYHK IOCMOTpEs
BBEpPX Ha 3aKYTaHHYIO B ofiesuio GHIypy.

HapepHoe, korma-to Y€pHsiii Jlock 6bU1 TaKHM Xe BBICO-
KMM, KaK aamowka Jxacnep, HO Tenepb €ro CWibHO COTHYJIO
BNepél, H ONEsUI0 JieXalo Ha HEM TIPY3HBIMH CKJIAIKaMH,
CKpbIBasi 0oJbLUYIO YacThb Tesa. KopH, BeITEpeB ThLUILHYIO YacTh
JIAJOHM O MOTHbLIN 1106, cnipockn cebs, KaK MOXET 3TOT CTapblit
HMHAEEll TaK 3aKyThIBATbCHA B TaKylo Xapy. Ero coGcTBeHHas
olexna NoyTH yXe BbICOXIA, XOTd BIaXHOBaTble CKIaAKH eLlé
NpMYMHSUTM HeynoOctBa. [la ¥ MOKpble GOTHHKH Xad HOTH.

MapyHK NOCNel HAMTh Kode B MANEHBKYIO YalleyKy M
npeptoxwt ero YépHomy Jlocio. M1 BHOBb nokasanach 3Ta
PYKa-CKeJIeT, MPUHHUMasl YalleykKy.

— JloBonbHO rops;yo, — npeaynpeaun Kopu. Ho ecnm
YepHbiii Jloch ¥ MOHSLN ero, 370 He MMEJIO 3HAYEHHsI: CTapUK
CIIOKOMHO napy pa3 oTxIeOHyn Kode U3 YyalleykH, Aa U MOTOM
MOJHOCWI ¢€ KO pPTYy, He oOpallias BHUMaHUs Ha Xap.

OH BuIMWA Kode, He OTRIEKAsACh Ha edy, B TO BpeMsl KakK
Kopu nomxapupan wMnsiuMii 66KoH, N106aBMB BbICYLUEHHOH
NiLEHHULIBI K XHPHOMY MSCY, @ NOTOM NMepeKiiablBajl COLEPXW-
MOe Ha MX TapeJIKM. M TosbKo Torna crapuk NpUHSUICS €CTh, HO
He C XaJHOCTBbIO, a C KAKOH-TO pasMEpPEHHOCTbIO, NMPHUYEM
pacnpaBwicsi He TOJIBKO C CONEPXHMMBbIM TapesiKM, KOTOpPYiO
npemioxwn emy KopH, HO, NpPOTSHYB pYKy, B3l TaKXe M
nopurio KopH, noka ManbyukK 3aHMMaics NPUTOTORIEHHEM
HOBOIO Kode.

ITocne yero YeépHsiii Jloch onycTolini Belo 6aHKY ¢ nepcH-
kaMH. KopH, o0nm3HyB ryObl v ew€ Gosblie INOYYBCTBOBAB
COOCTBEHHBINH ronol, cobpan MmycTble TapeJKH M BCTal, YTOOBI
HanpaBUTbCA K XIDKMHE U TesleOoHY.

— JIXun He HyXeH, — CTapHK, KOTOPHIH BO BpeMs elbl He
NMPOU3HEC HH CJIOBA, HAKIIOHWICS BNEpEA, YTOObI BCTAaTh JIMLIOM
K KOCTpY, Tellepb yMHpalolleMy B Tieloumx yrombkax. Ilepe-
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IHSS 4acThb ero ofiesla pacnaxHysnach, ¥ Kopu yBuaen To, yro
OHO CKPBIBAIO 10 3TOTI0. B ero pykax, Haxoawioch He4yTo, YTO
Kopu yxe Buaen paHblle — CyMKa M3 LUKypbl, KOTOPYIO OH
6pocin obpaTHO B CIOMaHHYIO KOp3HHY B paclueinHe. Crapuk
IepXall e€ MOYTH TaK, CJOBHO 3TO XMBOE CYLIECTBO, KOTOpOe
HYXHO yIepXHBaThb OT Gercraa.

Maubuuk He 3Han, paccabiuan M YépHoii Jloch ero Tixumi
CYNOpPOXHBIN B30X, KOTAa OH y3Has 3Ty Beiib. OHaKO OH He
COMHEBAJICS, YTO TOT BHUMATEJILHO CJIEAUT 32 HHM C KaKOMi-To
LENBIO.

— Marus, — ronoc crapuka 6bU1 TOHKHM H BBICOKHM. —
Moryyas Marusi, — OH OCTaHOBWICS, CJIOBHO oxXuaas oT Kopu
KAKOro-TO KOMMEHTapHsi, HO BpeMd 110, ¥ Kopu yyBcTBOBaN
cebs1 BcE Gonee M Gonee HeyBEpeHHO.

— A ynan, — TOpOIUIMBO NMpPOroBOPWI OH HakKOHel, — §
TOCKOJIB3HYINCA M yna. S He 3HaN, YyTO GLUTO B TOH SIME, U S He
cobHpasics loMaTh KOP3MHY — WIH cAenaTh YTo-HHUOyab He
Tak! — KopHu noayManocs, YTo 0ObSCHATLCSA CO CTapbIM HHAEH-
LIeM TaKOKe Heslerko, Kak HabmoaaTh 3a TaHLopoM B Macke. U
€ro CHOBA OXBAaTUJ1 UCIIYT... CTOJIb XX€ CWIbHBINA, KAK H paHblle,

— Twol AOTPOHYNCA IO HETO — O 3TOro aMyneral

Manpyuk nomyman, 4Tro 3TO, AODKHO ObITbh, BOmpoc, M
OTBETHWI

— [a, Ho 51 He cobupasics caenaTh YTo-HUOYAb He Tax, c3p!
A ynan, a noToM oH oxa3ascs nNoAo MHOM. A... st BbIHEC ero Ha
CBET, TOJILKO [JI1 TOro, YTOObl IIOCMOTPETH, YTO XE 3TO TAKOE.
Ho 3aTeM s TyT Xe BepHYJICSl Ha3a M MOJIOXWI €70 B KOP3UHY...
YecTHOE CJIOBO, 1 TaK U cIOeNal.

— Tol npuxocHynca. OyeHs woxo. Tenepp HyXHO CHOBA
YUCTHTE.

YeépHbi# Jloch NprXKan CyMKy NMpaBoi pyKo# K IPyaM, JeBas
Xe Mcyedna 3a NMPUKPLITUEM ofesia, a 3aTeM TNOSBWIach, H
MaJblbl ero ObUTM CXAThl B Kynak... Ky/lakK, KOTOpbIiH CHavala
3aApoxXall, a OTOM packpbuicsd Han KocTpoM. HaBepHoe, oH
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yTo-TO GpOoCcHN B cepeaMHy yronbkoB, noayMan Kopu: BBepx
NMOAHIACh CTpYyiiKa AbIMa, KOTopasi BCKOpe MNpeBpaTHIach B
HaCTOSILIYI0 MYTHYIO KOJIOHHY. )

— To1, — Yeépunrit JJoch mocMorpen Ha Kopu, — Kacancs.
Tenepb Thl AOKEH OYUCTUTL ero. Bo3bMu cyMKy ¢ aMyneToM,,
noaepXxu e€ B obnake ObIMa W AepXH Kpenko. Tbl caenan
OIMOKY — U Tenepb €€ HYXHO HMCIpPaBHTb.

310 ObLT NPUKA3, KoTopoMy KopH He Mor He MoAYHHMTLCS.
OH HeoxoTHo nogowén K YepHomy Jlocio, NpUHSAN y Hero
CYMKY M MeUICHHO HamnpaBWICH BNcpél, NoKa He CMOT yaepXH-
BaTh €€ Hal BceM KiIybsiummcsi abIMOM. TEMHBIN - cTONG
Pa3opBasICs M 3aKPYXXWJICS CITMPANIbIO Hall KOTOMKOH, 3aBHCHYB
Haj rosnoBoit Kopy. MajibuMK NOYyBCTBOBaJ CTPaHHbIN 3anax U
MOMBITAICA TNOMOTaTb TOJIOBOH B pasHble CTOPOHbI, 4YTOOBI
M30aBUTb IJlaza M HO3OpH OT Hero. OmHakKo eMy 3TOro He
yaajoch caenarb, ObIM CTAHOBWICS BCE Oosiee M Gosiee IyCTbIM,
MOKA OH YXe¢ HHYero He MOr BUIETb, KpOME €ro Kiy0oB.

ITnennux 60oennozo ompada

Kopu MoprHyn, zarem eiw€ pa3s. Ilepen HuM Bc€ ewi
MOAHMMAJICS ObIM, HO OH GoJibllie He HAMOJIHSI ero Ho3apyU U
He NPUYMHAN 6ONb MOJyocneniuMM raasaM. 3ToT nap NMoiHMU-
MaJicsi BEpTHKANIbHOH KOJIOHHOI B HE60 — KOJIOHHOMH KAKOIro-To
CHMTHana.

U oH norpkeH 6bL1 cienaTh YTO-TO KpakiHe BaxHoe. Pyku ero
LIeBeJIbHYINCh, M TOJCTasi COCHOBAsl BeTKa Ipope3ana 3Ty
KOJIOHHY, HaMepeHHO pa3buBas e€.

Ero pyxu!

Ho 370 He Obu1H pykm, AepXaBliHe BETKY, 3TO ObUIM JNamnbl
— C KOITAMH M IpyObIM KOPMYHEBBIM MeXOM Ha HMx! A ero
Teno... OH GoJiblile He CTOSUT Ha ABYX HOTaX — OH MNoJycKies Ha
3alHUX KPYIJIBIX HOTaxX ¢ NepernoHKaMu Mexay nanbueB. M Bcé
€ro TeJI0 MOKpPbIBAI I'YCTOMH MeX.
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KpajiHe WCITyraHHblif, OH TIOMBITAICA TNOBEPHYTb TIOJIOBY
Zajblle, YToOpl 6pocHTh B3IIAA 3a Ieyo. Y yBUAen wmpoxui
TUTOCKM} XBOCT, JIEXABIUMWHA B NbUIX, MTOMOTABLIKI EMY YIePXH-
BaThb pPaBHOBECHeE, KOIa OH CTOSUT WIH, cKopee, crubaics nepen
KOocTpoM. Mexa He 6bL10, TOJBKO KOXa.

KopH BbIpOHWA COCHOBYIO BETKY, NOAHEC CBOM JIaMbl-pPYKH K
JIMLY... YTOObI NMPHKOCHYTbCS K OIPOMHBIM pe3liaM B MacTH
JXXMBOTHOTO.

— Yro...

OH ckasal 3TO, HO B €ro COOCTBEHHBIX YLIax NpO3BYydas
CTpPaHHbIH 3BYK BpojJe KaKoro-To uiebetaHbs. M oH Teneps GbU1
onHH — HU YépHoro Jlocs, HU XIDKMHDBI, HU JKMNA, HH 3aroHa,
HHU nowanu. Jlaxe nonnHa 6b1a He Ta. OH Haxoawics cpeau
KAKHUX-TO CKal C HeOO/MbLUMM OYaXKKOM KOCTpa Mnepel HHUM,
KOTOpbIif CHOBa IOCJJ CIVIOLIHbIE Ki1yObl AbiMa B He6o. Uto
CIYYWIOCh C HUIM — M CO BCEM HU3BECTHBLIM ¢My MHpOM?

Kopwu omycTiics BHM3, KOCHY/CA NEepCcOHMMH JlalaMH cKa-
Jbl. BHe3anmHoO Ha Hero HaXJLIHYN OMKUHA HCIMYT, MAIBYHK
HAcTOJILKO 0CJ1ab, YTO He B COCTOSIHMM ObUT JaXe LUeBebHYThb-
csi. OH 3aKpbUI 71232, NpWIAaras Bce YyCWIHS, YTOObI YCITIOKOHTBCA.
Tak, Tecrnepb HY>XHO TOJBKO CHOBAa NOCMOTpPETL, M BCE OyneT B
nopsikKe, KAk HalO0 — OH CHOBa OKaXeTcsd B 6¢30MacHOCTH
Bo3Jie KocTpa. OnHaKo ManbyMK OOsUIcs OTKpBITh rMasa, bosn-
csl, YTO 3TO He COH, HO HeuTo peasbHoe. Ho Beab Takoro He
MoXeT ObITh! 3TO NPOCTO HEBO3MOXHO!

B KOHlile KOHUOB OH NMPHHSUICA CYHTATDb Npo cebs: naTbae-
CHT... CTO... CTO NATHAECAT... — BCAKUH pa3 rosops cebe, YTo
KOrza oH Ao6epeTcs OO0 NMoceAHETO YKCa, TO nocMoTpHT. [1pu
JBYXCTaX OH TOHSUJI, YTO €ro CTpax yXe JOCTHT TOH TOYKH,
KOTla OH MOXET OTKPHITb IJIa3a.

[lepen HuM 6bUTa BCE Ta Xe CKana, U ABE MOXHATbIE Jiambl
Nexand Ha Hed. Ecam 3To M 6bL1 COH, TO OH BCE ellé
npoaosokasicsi. M3 ropna Kopu BeIpBasncs NpOH:3UTENbHBIN KPHK,
HO 3BYK, KOTOpbIIi OH H30al, HHYEM He NOXOAW1 Ha KpPMK
MaJIbYMKa — 3TO ObL1 FrOpPTaHHbIH BOIJIb XHMBOTHOTO.
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CHoOBa OnéplIMCh Ha MOXHATble MepeHHUe Nanbl, OH MOIMbI-
Tajcs eil€ pa3 oraeTbcd, B MOMCKAX XOTb KAKOINo-HUOYAb
HaMéka Ha oObsicHeHHe cayuuBluerocs. [IpucTanbHo paccmar-
pMBasi CBOE HOBOE IyXJIo€ TeJIO, OH TOJBKO ceifdac 3aMeTHn,
YTO Ha HEM eCTb BELHM, KOTOpble Helb3s1 OTHECTH K XHBOTHO-
My. Hanpumep, neHTOuka M3 BblIeJAHHOH LUKYpbl, KOTOpas
niepecexasia Tejio OT OAHOTO Ileya K NMPOTUBOMONIOXHO Hore.
OHa Obina ycbinaHa HeGOALLUMMH, TNMEPCKPLIBAOIUMMHU OP)YT
Ipyra 4yellyHKaMH, KOTopble CBEPKAIM Ha COJIHLE, U nomaep-
XMBaJla YTO-TO Bpoje KOpoOKM, coeNaHHOH U3 IBYX PaKOBMH,
TINATe/IbHO TNOAOTHAHHBIX APYT K Apyry. U ewé c BHeuiHero
Kpasl paxylleybero KOHTEifHepa CBHMCAIM KOPOTKHME HHTH C
Pa3HOLIBETHBIMH CEMEHaMH.

Boane kocTpa Bansniach rpyaa AepeBSHHBIX LLUEMOK, BCe C
KaKMMH-TO OTMETHHaMH, HO cAe/laHbl OHH ObLTH He TONOpOM,
a CJIOBHO KTO-TO Pa3rpbi3 MX A0 Takoi WHbL. W psnoM ¢ HUMH
JIeXalo KOMbE C AepeBAHHBIM APEBKOM H HAKOHEYHHMKOM M3
KOCTH, OCTPbIM U OMAacHbIM.

OHO ToXe 6bUIO YKpallleHO B HIDKHEH YacTH HECKOJLKUMHM
MaJIeHbKHMH paKyllKAMM, BUCEBLUMMH Ha HUTAX U3 TpaBbl WIN
copHska. Korna Kopu npoTsiHyn pyKy K HEMY, TO OOHapyxau,
YTO OHO MMeeT ANHHY M ¢opMy, KaK pa3 MOAXOASUIYIO LIt €0
nanbl, U eMy Jierko aepxartb ero. [Jo/mkHo OblTbh, opyxue
NEMCTBHTENBLHO MPEAHA3HAYIOCH 1)1 UCTIOJIb3OBAHHS 3BEPCM.

Ho us€ 310 Teno? He ero xe!

BHOBB cTpax NpoHWK B €ro Ayury, H MajJb4MKy 3aXOTeI0Ch
copBaThCsl C MECTa, KAK OH yXe OexXasl OT pexH, Korga KoHor
NoSIBWICA Nepel HUM Ha Oepery, Habmonas 3a Ye/JI0BEKOM.

Pexa... Boga... OH nomkeH nobparnesi Ao Boabl! OHa obelua-
eT 6e30nacHOCTb, TaM MOXHO cripsTaThcs. Bona!

KopH, Bcé ewulé nepxa KOMbE B Jlane, OTBEPHY/ICA OT CHr-
HAJILHOTO KOCTpa M NOLLEN Cpedy CKajl, Mila Npoxod, YToObl
nob6paTecs A0 NpeAiarablueii 6e3onacHocTs peki. OH He NOHH-
MaJl, OTKyJa y Hero Takas YBEpPeHHOCTb, YTO BoJa Iae-To
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noGau3ocTn — OH 6bUT MpocTo YOeXnE€H B 3TOM, M YTO OH
JIOJDKEH HeMeIUIEeHHO A00paThcs 10 He€, HHa4Ye OH CTOJIKHETCH
C KaKOH-TO Cepbeé3HOMH OMacCHOCTHIO.

OH HaWweén HakoHell Y3KyIO llieJib B yT€caX, NOXOXYI Ha
NMpoXof-BpaTta, U NMOCTeW W MPOTHCHYTLCS cKBo3b He€. [locre-
NMEHHO MAJIBYHK K HEKOTOPOMY CBOEMY YAURIECHHIO NMOHSUI, YTO
HMIOET OH HE COBCEM ECTECTBEHHO Ha CBOMX YeTHIpEX Jamax,
XOTsl, Bpole Obl, €ro Tejo XHUBOTHOIO MNpearnonaralo, Yro 370
JIYYLWIHH croco® MNyTellecTBOBaTh M1 HEro, OAHAKO 3alHHe
nianbl BCE BpeMs CIOTBIKAIMCh, a OEpPXaTb TSIKENbIA XBOCT
cllerka NpUINOOHSTHIM, B MOMBITKE yoepeyb €ro OT BOJIOYEHHS
no 3eMJe, 0Ka3aloch JOBOJIBHO TPYAHO, H TOT MHOrAa 6oNbHO
ui€nan no KaMHsAM.

A KXyCTapHUKM M pelKue pa3bpocaHHbIe JepeBb — 3AeCh
OHM ObUIM HAMHOTO BbIllle T€X, YTO OH NMOMHWI. A MOXET, 3T0
OH cTtaus1 MeHble poctoM? Kopu cnegopan no Kakoif-To Tporne
B 3eMJle, Ile OCTABAINCh OTNEYaTKH MHOXECTBA JIall U KOMBIT,
KOTOpbI€ BeJIM BHU3 MO CKIIOHY.

Bona... OH yxe Mor yyBcTBoBaTb e€! BricTpee nepebuparhb
nanamMu Kopu B cBOEM HOBOM Tenle He Mor. «YyBcTBOBaTh B O-
I y?» — crnpocwi oH ce6s1 KaKoii-To 4acThlO CBOEIO CO3HaHMS.
‘HeBo3MOXHO YYyBCTBOBaThb Boay. MOXHO C/bILIATh €€
MOTOK, MOXHO BMAETb €€, MpoboBaTb Ha BKYC, HO TOJILKO He
qyyBcTBOBaTh. HeT, Thl YyBCTByelUb €€, yBEpPEHHO OTBETWIO €I0
HOBOE TeJIo.

Tpona neicTBUTENBHO MpHBENa K Bole, W, YBUAEB €€ Nepen
coboif, HoBoe Teno Kopu oraano mpukas M 6pocwinoch B
MOLIHOM HbIPKE BriepEN. A NMOTOM OH pacc/iableHHo TUTbUT Nof,
MOBEPXHOCTBIO C ropa3no Gonbluel CKOpPOCTBIO M NETKOCTHIO,
YeM BO BpeMsl ITyTelUecTBUSI Mo 3emie. YyBCTBO OMAacHOCTH
courio Ha Her. OH CHOBa BBIHBIPHY1 Ha TOBEPXHOCTb M
BbIOpasicss Ha Geper B MaleHbKOH OyxTouke, pa3MbITOM 6oKo-
BbIM BOJOBOPDOTOM TOTOKa, I€ NOBEPXHOCTh BOJOEMA
BOJIHOBATH TOJIBKO CKOJIbXXCHHE HAa NMOBEPXHOCTH BOAbl Hace-
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KOMBIX M CJTy4aitHble ITy3bIpbKH BO3MyXa, BblbIXaeMhie KAKHM-
TO NMOABOAHBLIM ObOUTaTENEM. .

JT1OT BOoAOEM M nocayxui aia Kopu 3epxanoM, 4to6sl oH
TIOCMOTpeEJ Ha cebs.

— bobp!

U cHoBa c10BO Npo3By4as1o KaK Kakoe-To liebeTaHue, KoTo-
poe OH, OIHAKO, BIOJIHE NOHU1. ManbuMK HaKIIOHWICS NoGninke,
HanpsoKEHHO BCMAaTpPMBAasICh, YTOObl NOHATb, BO YTO Xe OH Ha
caMoOM Jiejie TpeBpaTWics.

Ila, 606p, onHako o6pa3, korophiii Kopy noMHun no 3o0-
napkaM, He BIOJIHE COOTBETCTBOBa/l OTpaXeHHIO B Boae. Ecnu
CYAHTb OTHOCHTENILHO NEpEBLEB M CKall, TO XOTb OH M CTal
MeHbllle, yeM Manb4MK no mMeHn Kopu Onagep, omHako OH
BCcE-TaKM ObU1 BOBOe Oosbllle MO pa3Mepy, YeM Te 6o6pbl,
KOTOPLIX OH BHIeN B 3oonapkax. Y B nonosHeHne K KoxaHom
NnoJjiocke ¢ KOpoOKOil M3 paKylleK BOKpYT €ro TOJICTOH LUcH
6bUT0 OOMOTAHO €l111€ HECKONIBKO HUTEelH ¢ MEHbLUMMH paKyllIKa-
MH H pa3HOLIBETHbIMM CEMEHAMM, NOXOXHE HUTH NepervieTalnch
Ha MakylIKe 3a yllaMH B Kakoe-TO nomobue ceTku. A rnasza
ObUTH 0OBeeHbl KPYXKAaMHM XENTOro LBETa — HECOMHEHHO,
KpacKa, XOTsl NoyeMy Xe OHa He cMbL1ach Bofoi?

MaJib4MK MOJIOXHMN K HOraM KOMb&, KOTOpoe He Opocui,
JlaXe Korza IUTbUI B pexe, NMpHY€M abCcoIOTHO HEOCO3HaHHO.
Hcnons3ys xortu B KayecTBe kinMHa, Kopu nonsitancs pac-
KPbITb PAaKOBHHY-KOpOOKY. BHYTpH npsTancs obropeBiumii Mox
— OT Hero ewé naxio ropeibiM, — a TakKke HebonbLioi
yronék. Manbymk 1uem4koM 3axJIoNHys pakoBuHy. MTak, oH
606p, HO 606p, BOOPYXXEHHDBIH KONbEM, HECYLLMH OTOHb; U OH
pacnucaH KpacKoi M yBellaH HUTAMHM Oyc. Kak... n mouemy?

Hpesunii Hapoa! HMcropus, xotopyio eMy pacckasan ns-
mouwxa JIkacnep, — o 3BepMHOM Hapoxe U MeHsloweMcs.
XKuBoTHble, BIageBlINe MMPOM O GeNbIX JMomed M Jaxe 1o
MHIeHLIeB — XHBLIME IUIeMEHaMM, XOAMBLIME IO TponaM
BOHHbI, OXOTHBLIHECS, H...
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KaxnM-10 06pa3oM MbICTE 06 OXOTHHMKAX TYT Xe MpHHeca
c coboit U yyBctBo rosoga. KopH BCOMHWI O 3aBTpake,
KOTOpBIif OKA3a/ICd BOBCE HE TAKMM OoraTbiM, KaK OH NpeaBKy-
L1, O IBYX TapeJIKaX C NOAOIPeToM MHLLEH, KOTOPbIe OIyCTOLII
Yeépuelit Jlock. A 410 emar 600pb? ManbyMK OMISIHYJNCS BO-
KDYT, CIIpalliMBasi ce0s1, a He CTOANTCS JIM B IHILLY PaCTHTEILHOCTD
no GeperaM 3aMBa, M pellIi, YTO, HaBepHOE, cCaMoe JTyylliee —
3TO NO3BOJIMTh €M0 HOBOMY TeJy PElMTb 33 HEro, TOYHO TakK
Xe, KaK 3TO MPOM3OLUIO ¢ HMM, KOIla OH OKa3aycsl B peke.

A HHCTHHKT YXe€ BEJ €ro K HU3KO CBHCalollei HBe, U BCKope
Kopu Hacnaxaancs Kopoit, caMpasi €€ CWIbHbIMH TiepeIHHMH
3y6amu ¢ BeTBei. OH e ¢ XalHOCTbIO, NM03a0bIB 000 BCEM Ha
CBeTe, KpPOME HAIOJIHEHHS CBOErO CJIMIIKOM OITYyCTOLIEHHOIO
xenmynka. M noka oH He 3aKOHYWJ Tpane3y, OH He QyMal HH O
YéM.

Yto xe cnyywioch ¢ HHM? Kopu He MOr npeamnosoXHTb
HHMYEro JIy4llero, KpoMe TOro, YTo BHAMT KaKoit-To coH. Ho
€CJIM 3TO TaK, TO 3TOT COH He TONbKO ATHHHee JIIoOoro Ha ero
NaMsATH, HO M Kyaa GoJee peanbHee. MabYuK He MOT NPHIIOM-
HUTb HH €JHHOIO CHOBMICHMS, B KOTOPOM OH Mor 6bl Tak
HACBITHTBCS 1O OTBANTy, WIH Ie 6bl OH IUIbUT M TO-HaCTOSLLEMY
YyBCTBOBJ1 Mpoxiany Boabl. OQHAKoO Temnepb CTpax, KOTOPBIA
3acTaBWI ero GeXarb K peKe, KyAa-1o nponai. OH YyBCTBOBI
CKOpee KaKoc-TO JIIOOOMBITCTBO OTHOCHTE/IbHO OumpKaMiuero
6ynywero.

C OTpelI€HHBIM BUIOM OH CITUXHYJ HECKOJIBKO OCTABIIMXCS
KyCKOB KOpbl B BOAYy M orisiaencs. B oxBaTuBlIeM MaTb4HMKa
JII0OOMBITCTBE TOJILKO KAKasi-TO YacTb NMPHHYXIAJIa €ro 3aHAThb-
csl HMccilegoBaHHeM MecTHOCTH. OH Mor OTNpaBHTbCS
MyTelIeCTBOBATh 110 peKe BMECTO TOro, YTOObl HEYKITIOXE Mpo-
6uparbcs no 3emie. OcTaBanock TOJNLKO BbIOpaTh HanpaBIeHHe,
BBEPX WIM BHHU3.

HapepHoe, M3-3a XenaHHs1 MyTelIECTBOBaTb HANErKe OH M
pelln1 HaKoHell OTNPaBHUTLCS BHU3 No peke. OqHaKo BcKope
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MaJIbYHK OOGHapyXm1, YTo B BoJie OH He OWH. 3aech GbLM CBOU
obHTaTeNM, ¥ OH C OCTOPOXHOCTBIO Habmonan 3a XH3HbIO,
KOTOPpYIO BCTpeyas Mo MyTH. '

Bokpyr Hero cHoBasia pbiGa, M el€ MOMAJaJMCh ITTHLLI,
KOTOphle HOCWINCh Hal py4YybéM WIM Xe€ HBLIpSUTM B BOLY,
oxotacy Ha Jyarywiek. Ho Kopu He BcTpermn HM ofHoro
NpH3HaKa XMBOTHOIO, NMOKAa He MOAIUIbUT K OecropsnaoyHom
Tpyae MEPTBLIX BETOYEK, OJHA M3 KOTOPbIX KIMHOM 3aKpblBasia
KaKyio-TO lienb noj Boaod B IIMHHUCTOM Gepery.

Onparpa!

Kopu He Mor cka3arb, OTKyZla OH y3HI XO3fIMHa HOpbI, HO
OH 3Han 370. OOHAaKO XJWIHLlIE B INIMHUCTOM Oepery HUKTO He
3aHMMaJl, ¥ 3TO ObUIO HecsydaitHo. ['yObI ero cxanuch, o6Ha-
Xasi 3yObl-pe3Libl, KOTAa OH CTaJl NPOC/IEXHBATH 3aaXH, KOTOpbie
pacckasaiy eMy o npousoueaiueM. CMepTb.. ¥ YTO-TO elié...

HOPKA!

Manb4MK Kpenko oOxBaTwi cBoeit 606poBoii 1anoii ApeBKo
KOTbs.

Hopka ¥ onacHocTb... HO He ceifuac... BoeHHbIN oOTpsn,
COBEpLUMBIUMIT HANET CIOAA, JaBHO YEN... [To MeHblueii Mepe
MHHOBAJIO [1Ba COJIHLA, MOXeT ObITh, TPM pas’a HacTynana
TeMHoTa. He oco3HaBas, kak wim novyemy, Mbicii Kopu Haya-
JIM CN1e0BaTh 1O APYTOMY ITYyTH. A NOTOM KaK OyITO OTKpbLIach
IBepb — WIH, BO3MOXHO, Jy4llle CKa3aTb, NepeBepHynach
00710)XKa KaKOH-TO KHHMIM, KOTOPYI0O OH MOT YMTaTh, XOTd H
HEMHOTO, OJIHaKO 3TOTO 6BUIO NOCTaTOYHO, YTOGBI MpeEayTpe-
IWThH ero.

BoMHBI-HOpKM, COBeplIalolMe HaNET BBepX no peke. U
pa3BedyHK-006p — TO ecTh OH — YlIEALIMIA Ha pa3BedKy B
Hu3oBbsA. Ho He ans BoeHHOro orpsma — HeT, YTOObI HaHTH
MECTO U1l HOBOH [IEpEBHH, MOTOMY YTO 3EMJIETPSICEHHME Ha
JaJILBHUX XOJIMaX OTKPLUIO TPOMNYy B 3eMJie, NOIJIOTUBLUYIO Npyl,
Ha Geperax KOTOPOIo JOJIroe BpeMsi NpeObIBAIM MX HOPBI.

Hopxu... ¢ ogHolt HopKoit oH, Kopu-2Kénaraa Pakyuika, Mor
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6b1 CrpaBUTLCA... MOT 6b1 NMPHOOPECTH BOMHCKYIO CNaBy, NpH
3TOM, BO3MOXHO, aXe He noaseprasi cebs Kakoi-mbo onac-
HocTH. Ho uienblit BoeHHBIH OTpSiA... 3TO NPHHYXIAIO €10 HATH
MSATKO M M306craTh KOHTAKTOB. A OH OOJITasncs 34ech Ha OTKpHI-
TOM MECTHOCTH, IUIaBajl, KaK ONHO U3 3THUX CO3JaHHil C
TUTaBHMKAMH, KOTOPOMY HET HYXIbl OosiTbCcsl Koro-imbo, Kpo-
Me JVIMHHOHOIHUX MELIMX.

OH BBICOKO BBICYHYJ M3 BOAbI TOJIOBY, Npsi4ach B TEHH
3apoceil, KoTopble TAHYJHCh To Gepery ganeko Briepén OT
Hopbl oHnaTpel. HekoTophle M3 3THX BeTOYeK ObUIM CJIOMaHbI
KOITAMM HOPOK — HX 3amnax ellué 3amoJIHsU1 Bech Bo3ayx. [axe
CHJIBHBIII MYCKYCHBIIf 3anaX HacTOSILIETO XO3sIMHA 3TOM HOpBI
JI0 KOHLA He noaasnsui ero. Tenepb XKénraa Pakyuika npucny-
LIMBAICA, Y JaIEKOE KApKAHbE 3aCTaBWIO €r0o Hanpsybcs U
COBCEM NPUTHXHYTb.

Meusmomuiics! Unu ckopee OOWH M3 €ro pa3BeaYHMKOB-
BOpPOHOB. boOp 3aMep, JHllIb NOAEPIUBATHChL YCHKH, NTOKA OH
He paccJibIllaj BTOpOif 30B, BAAIX OT peKH, Ha ceBepe. Koraa
OH CHOBAa OITYCTWICS NOA BOAY, K HEMy BEPHYJIOCh YMEHHe
Keénroit Pakywuxu, a He Heykmoxects Kopu. OnHako youmie-
HHe KopH, ero crpax, ero Hyxina B 3HaHUH MNO-TIpeXHEMY
OCTABAJINCh, pa3felisisi BOCMOMHHaHus 606pa.

Kénrras Pakywika npobupaincs Bioabs 6epera peku, HCTOJb-
3ysi moboe npukpeiTHe. E1E ABAXA B! OH 3aMeyas 3anax HOpoK.
A TIOTOM HECKOJIbKO pa3 MeJIbKHY/ Gonee paaylolUMH ero u
IpYXeCTBeHHbI# — 3amax Bbuipbl. Boonb 6epera mpoxoamn
CKOJIL3KMI TPA3HBIN KaHal, MMEHHO OTTYyaa M JOHOCWICS 3TOT
3amnax BblIPbl, OAHAKO Jajbllle BHOBb BOJIHOM HAaKaTWI CWib-
HbIfi OyX HOPKHM, CJIOBHO Bpar HEKOTOpOE BpeMsi OObICKMBAJ
BCIO 3TY IJIMHUCTYIO NOBEPXHOCTb.

KocHyB1umch rpsisu Ha Kpalo Boabl, 2Kénras Pakyiika Beicy-
HYJ HOC M3 BOAbI M MOMNaJ NpsIMO B pa3OpBaHHOE OXEPEibe U3
pakywek. Hutky 6yc nokpbiBasa KpoBb. 3HaUHT, 3A€Ch HOPKH
COBEpIUWIH YAayHOe HamnaaeHue, YOWIH WIH 3aXBaTWIH KaKo-
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ro-to rieHHnka. OH BbIOpancs Ha Oeper M oTmpaBWICA Ha
Pa3sBeaxy. .

OnHa Bbuipa, pewrn oH. HapepHoe, Monomas. A HOpku
JIeXXaTH 3lech B KaHane B 3acane. OHU HaT€pauch wandeeM,
YTOGBI CKpbITh CBOM 3anax. HakoHel oH oOHapyXun cT€pThbie
OTMETHHBI CXBAaTKH, €€ ABa NSTHa KPOBH, M TNpOC/eaoBal o
3TOMY cjiefly o6paTHO K Boje. 3HauMT, OHH 3aXBaTWIH TUIEH-
HHKa.

M cHoBa Xeénmraa Pakywika 3apbrgan npo ce6s. [loanbie
Hopku! OH MOLUHBIM YAapOM BOTKHYJI APEBKO CBOETO KOIbsl B
MATKY10 3eMmio 6epera. K 3ToMy BpeMEHH Bbuipa yXe, HaBep-
Hoe, MepTBa. Bo BcsikoM cityyae, Tak ObUlo Obl A1 He€ Jyylue.
Hopku cnapsircsa cBouM obpallieHHeM C TUIEHHUKAMH.

Bo6psl Tak He nocrynaior. Tonbko HOPKH OBLIM BparoM 41
BCETO XMBOIO B peke, 2 600pbl ¥ BbUIPHI B €€ AaBHHE-AaBHHE
BpeMeHa pacKypWiH TpyOKy MHpa B HOpe, KOTOPYIO OHH BbIpbI-
JIM BMeCTe, M 3aK/IIOYHMJIM MHMpP, KOTOpLIH OO CHX mop
NoANepXMBaETCA MeXAy MX IuieMeHaMH. OHM He YTpoXaloT
Ipyr ApPYTY, XOT H Te, M Te — BONHbIH Hapon, GoGpam
HpAaBATCA KOPHH M KOpa, a BbIAPbI OXOTSATCA M MOEJalOT MSCO.
M vHorna ciryyaeTcs Tak, YTO OHM BMECTe CTAHOBSTCS JlarepeM,
MOJHOCAT APYT APYTY Aapbl U TAHLYIOT, pacleBasl NECHH.

Kopu weenpHyncsa. Kak oH Mor 3HaTb 3TO — YTO BOT TaK
naxHeT BblOpa, a MHaye — Hopka? M 3T BocnoMHHaHMA O
TOM, 4TO, MOXOXe, ciayyanoch ¢ JKénroi Pakywikoit o Toro,
XaK oH cran Kopu, a Moxer, 310 Kopu cran nMm? 3to camblii
CTPaHHBIN COH...

ManbyHkK nosepTen B CBOMX Jianax Komnb€. Bo3aMoxHo, ecnn
OH 00paTHO NoAHUMETCS BBEPX MO peKe, BEPHETCA NPSAMO Tyaa,
rae mbUiaa KOCTEP... BOBMOXHO, OH NMPOCHETCA B CBOEM MHpeE,
nepecraHeT ObITh JKénrtoit Pakyiukoit, cHoBa craHer Kopu
OnaepoM.

Ho Tyr Haa ronopoii mpoMyanach Kakas-TO TeHb, OpocHMB
TEMHOE TNATHO CHayasa Ha Geper, a noToM Ha Bony. CHOBa, yxe
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B TPETHii pa3, xonoa crpaxa oxsaTii1 KopH. Mambumuk B3oEpHyn
BBEpPX IOJIOBY, OH HUKOIIa He JyMaJl, YTO OHa MOXET M30THYTb-
cd Mol TaKMM YIVIOM Ha me4yax 6o6pa. OrpoMHas nrTuua...
YyépHasd... ieTsllas Baoab Gepera... BOpoHa!

H BMecTe ¢ y3HaBaHMEM ero cTpax ycwiwics. OH 6osblue He
6p11 Go6poM XKeénroii Pakyiikoit co 3BepMHbBIMH YYBCTBAMM
OOOHAHMA, chyxa, 3peHHs. OH ObUT MaTbYUKOM B KAKOM-TO
HE3HAKOMOM TeJjie M MyraloueM 10 O6e3ymms MHpe.

U oH ocraBasica Kopu Kak pa3 1ocTraTo4HO BpeMEHH, YTOObI
BbIAATh cebs. '

HenoHsATHO 0TKyna — 60 OH BCE el cliew1 3a BODOHOH,
JieTaBlUed KpyraMH Haja peKoi, — ynana BepEBKa M3 CIUIETEH-
HBIX TMOJIOCOK KoxM. OHa 3axecTHy/Iach NETNEH BOKPYT €ro
LLIEH, MTHOBEHHO KPeNnKO 3aTsHYyJach, TPHDKAB €ro nepeaHue
Nanel K TeJqy, ¥ MoTalwia o6paTHO U3 BOObI, KyAa OH YXe
MHCTHHKTHBHO 6pocwics. Ciwia pbIBKa BbIBeJia €ro M3 paBHO-
BecHs, TaK yTo KopH ynan Ha criMHy, ero notalwio no 3eMie,
M OH CKOJIL3W 110 IVIMHE KaHasa BbUIphI BBepX. Tak, Ha cnuHe,
€ro Y BbITSHYJIH M3 Ge30MacHOi BOABL

A Hagpepxy, npexae YeM OH CMOT TMOAHSTLCSI Ha HOTH WIH Xe
HCIMONB30BaTh CBOE CTpalllHOE OpyXHe 3yGoB 6obpa M Molib
XBOCTa, €r0 yNapWIM IO IoJIoBe, M BO B3opBaBLieiica Gomu or
3TOrO yZapa MCYE3NIM KaK COJIHLE, TaK U IeHb.

BHoBb Kopu ouHysca ¢ oullylieHHEM SIBHOTO 3aMELUATENLCT-
Ba. ['onoBa HbUla OT 0ONM, OAHY WIEKY NMOKPBIBATA KaKad-TO
KJieliKasi Macca, KOTOpYIO eMy yaanoch o0cie1oBaTh A3bIKOM, H
OIHOIO MPHKOCHOBEHHS €My BINOJIHE XBaTWIO, YTOObI MOHSATD,
yTo 3T0 KpoBb. IlepcaHue nambl ObUIM KPENKO TPUTAHYTbI K
60KaM BepEBKOM, a Ha XBOCT HAaKMHYJIM MET/I0, APYTOil KOHell
KOTOPOi1 06XBaTbIBAJ €r0 LIEI0, TaK YTO NMOMBITaiicd OH UCMOJIb-
30BaTbh CBOIM XBOCT KaK OpyXHe, TO Jiloboe ABIDKCHHE TOJLKO
ellé Gonbule 3amyTrano Obl ero.

OH nexan Ha GOKy MOA KAaKMM-TO KYCTaDHMKOM, M BCE
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BOKPYT TaK M pa3wio HopkamMu. KpoMe Toro, He ciMuuxoM
HaneKko CBEpHYyJach KITyOKOM KaKasi-TO HOPKA BO IUIOTH, Nepe-
JHHE Jamnbl M IU1€YO KOTOPOH 3aKphIBaN IUIACTLIPh U3 TPA3U M
JIMCTLEB. BTOT BOMH cMoTpen B cTtopoHy or Kopu. Ero el
TOXe 0OXBaTbIBAIM HECKOJILKO PEMELLKOB Oyc, Tenepb CABHHY-
ThIX K ONHOM CTOpOHE IUIacThipeEM Ha €ro paHax, ¥ Ha HMX
BHCEJTH psilbl 3y0OB, cpeau KoTopbix — JKénras Pakyuika B
THEBHOM LLIEJTYKE pe3KO CBEJI CBOM NepelHHe pe3libl BMecTe —
6bUIM M HECKOJIBKO G0OpOBbBIX.

Boim-uopxa OCTaBAaNCs B ONHOM TOJIOXCHHH, U ObLIO SICHO,
YTO paHa NPUYMHSET eMy CWIbHblE MydeHHs. Bpems ot BpeMe-
HH OH cJierka NoBOpavMBas NoJIoBy M OCTOPOXHO JOTparuBaics
IO Kpas IUIAaCcTbIps, CJOBHO 3TOT XECT JaBajl €My KaKoe-To
obneryeHue OT CTpalaHHUM.

OkoJio paHeHoro cTpaxHuka XKénras Pakynixa HacuuTan no
MEHbLICH Mepe IMSTb BOEHHBIX CYMOK, TPH MX HHX ObUmM
caenaHsl M3 YepenalwubuxX NaHUMpeil. 3To roBOPUIIO, YTO OH B
PYKax OINbITHOIO M KOBapHOIO Bpara: HaCYUTBIBAIOLIHE Yyepernax
cpeAM CBOHMX YOMTBIX BpParoB CYMTAIMChH JIyYUIMMHM B CBOEM
rwieMeHH. Kopu nonbITasicsi NpoBepHTb CWIY BEPEBOK, CTAIM-
BaBWIMX ero. OHM ObUIM CIUIETEHBbl M3 KOXaHbIX MOJOCOK,
00BHTBIE TechbMOi 0e3 KakKMX-MHOO pa3pbiBOB. Tenepb ero
cyapba 3aBHcena OT yAauyM MU TOro O4YeHb BAaXHOIO MOMEHTa,
HACKOJIBKO [JaJIeKO OHM HaxodfdTcs OT CeJICHbsl HOPOK: 6bUlo
OYEBUAHO, YTO pa3 ero cpasy He yOWIH, TO COXpaHWIH XH3Hb
JIMUIb 11 KAKO#H-TO He 06ellaolleli HUYero Xopollero e/ B
JaJIbHeHLIeM.

HdomxkHo 6biTh, coobwmna Kopyu namste Gobpa, ceityac
6GuM3nTCA Beyep. A HOYb — BpeMsl HOPOK, TOYHO TaK Xe, KakK
06br4HO U Ans 606poB. Ecnn oHM oTnipaBsATcs Oanblie no Boae
B TEMHOTEe, TO, BO3MOXHO, €I0 IUICHMTEJM OocBoGoasaT ero,
yTOOBLI OH MOT IUIBITb, M 3TO AAaCT €My lUAHC...

OnHako ynaya obolivia ero cTopoHoi. Bapyr paHeHblit BOMH
MPHUMNOAHAT OYOHMHKY, K KOTOpPOil ObUl MpPHUBSA3aH Y3€NOK C

278



KAMHSIMH; HECKOJIbKO BBICTYTIOB Ha HEM NOKPBIBAIH MEP3KOIro
BUa nsitHa. HaBepHoe, MMEHHO TaKUM OpYXHEM H ObUT noBep-
rHyT B OecnamsarctBo XKéntam Paxkywka. Harnysuucs,
BOHH-HOPKA NPUCTYLLAJICH.

Yuwn 606pa yNoBWIM TO, YTO HaBepHSIKAa He 3aMeTWIO Obl
YesoBeYecKoe YXO, KAKOM-TO Kpaayluuics 3BYK. A TNOTOM
NOSAIBWINCDH eLUE TPHM HOPKH, CIOBHO BO3HMKIM H3-TOJ 3¢ MJIH.

OHM HHYETO He CKA3alM CTPaXHHUKY, JIMLb HanpaBWINCh
nosyberoM K cBoeMy IUIEHHHUKY, M NOCJieHsIs HOpKa Talwia
yro-10. Y10 310 6BUTO, KOpM OGHapyXmn MrHOBeHHE CITyCTH,
KOTIZAa ero rpyto KMHYJIM Ha MelWaHHHY U3 MOJIOABIX € pPEBLEB,
NEeHbKH KOTOPBIX BCE ell€ Topyaly BMecTe C 0OpybKaMH BETOK.
K 310ji WITYKE €ro M NpHBA3AIH, 3MO06HO PBAHYB BEPEBKY. A
MOTOM ero MNoTallWIM Bhepén, He obpalllass BHMMaHHsS Ha
yBeyallde TONMYKH CaHel, C KaXabIM PBIBKOM YIQISACh OT
Jlareps.

Ho Bonouuth caHu GbUIO HE TAK-TO JIETKO; Jyylle CTaslo,
KOTla OHM 3aCKOJIb3WIHM 3a ABYMS HOPKaMM, TSHYBLIMMHM HX
cnepeay, TOraa Kak c3alM NMOATAIKHBala Bropas napa. Bckope
caHM 3a6aJJaHCUPOBIM Ha IrpebHe CK/IOHA, 3aTeM ellE ONHH
3HEPrUYHBbII TOMOK HOPOK C3a[IH, U CAaHH TOrPY3WIHCH B TO,
YTO MOINIO OBITh TOJILKO KAHAIOM, NpPOJIOXEHHBIM BbIAPAMH B
py4re.

[TyrewsecTBue no 3cMie cMEHWIOCH NMyTellECTBHEM 1O BoJeE,
HO TOJIYKY U OEpraHbsi HOPOK, NMOXOXe, H He AyMaIH YTHXaTb.
ITotoM Kopu, HecriocoGHbIM ABHTaTBCS, C XBOCTOM, HOIOLUMM
MOYTH TaK Xe CWIbHO, KaK pacKalbIBaloLasics oT 60 rosnosa,
MOYYBCTBOBL1, YTO OH Ha MOBEPXHOCTH PEKH, IV1a3a €ro cMoT-
peny BBEPX B HOYHOE He60. XOTd OH He MOT NOBEPHYTh I'OJIOBY,
4yTO6bl YTO-HUOYOb PacCMOTPETb, OH MOHSUI TNOYTH Cpa3y Xe,
YTO NEpBbIH OTPAA ero IVIEeHUTeNeH NIPUCOEAUHHICS K APYTOMY
oTpsay HopokK. OH cnipocui cebsl, HAXOOUTCSA JIK BCE elE B UX
Jlanax BblApa.

Bckope B3oLWIa JIyHa, M €€ SACHBI CBET Ha NMOBEPXHOCTH

279



BOJIbl, TIOXOXE, He BCTPEBOXII OTpsd HOpoK. Eciu y HUX M
6bUT KaKoi-MMGo Bpar B 3TOH YacTHM CTpaHbl, TO OHH He
6osumch ero. HaBepHoe, OHH OOBABIWIN BeCh 3TOT paiiOH peKU
CBOeH TEpPUTOPHEN, M yXe NPOLIO MHOTO BpEMEHH C TeX Top,
KaK OHM OYHCTWIH €ro oT oboro, KTo nocmesn Obl GpOCHTb
BbI30B Ha HX TNpaBa Ha 3[A€LUHHE OXOTHHYbLM YIOAbs.

Kopu noarstHynyu Tyna, rae K caMoi Boge HM3KO CBMCATH
IUIMHHbIE MBOBLIE BETBM, HallOMMHas €My, YTO yXe MNpOLUIO
HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl C Tex Mop, KakK oH en. CKonbko... CKoIbLKO
Xe NMPOMIHTCH 3TOT COH?

CHBI... KTO-TO YTO-TO NOBOPWI B CaMOM Hayasle 3TOro [Hf,
KOTOpBIH 3aKOHYWICS TaKMM CTpPaHHBIM OOpa3oM... OTHOCH-
TebHO CHOB? YTO-TO 0 KOM-TO, KTO BHAMT cHbI? OX, AaaioLKa
Jxacnep... OH xe rosopmui 310 0 YépHoM Jloce. Marnyeckue
CHbL.. Pa3Be MHAeHLbI HE BepsAT, YTO MAJILYHK AODKEH OCTa-
BaThCsl TOJIOAHBIM, TIOKA OH BHIMT COH O XXMBOTHOM, KOTOpOE
CTaHET €ro 3allMTHUKOM Ha BCIO OCTaBLUYIOCS XH3Hb?

Yépupnt Jlock... ¥ Ta cyMKa, KOTopas, KaK OH TOBOpWI,
obnapaer cwibHbBIM BomueocTBOM. CyMKa M KOCTEpP H IOBIM...
Yeépubiit Jlocs, 3acTaBHBLUMH €ro AepXaTh 3Ty CYMKY Hal
IbIMOM. Beab cOH Hayasici MMEHHO C 3TOIO — CJIOBHO OH M
O6bUT CHOM, BBI3BaHHBIM Marueii. BoT Tonpko Kopu — He
MQTbYMK-HUHAEEL, H 3TH HOPKH, YX KOHEYHO, HE AyXH-3aLLMT-
HMKH, KOTOpbi€ JOJDKHbI NMTOMOraTh eMy BCIO XH3Hb. Bcé, yro
MOSIA/BUIOCh B HEM OT padyma 2Kéntoit Pakyuiku, ropopwuio
MaJIbYUKY 06 MX NOJIHOM NPOTHBOMOJIOXHOCTH.

A KaK Hacyé€Tr 4€pHbLIX BOpOH U M3meHstioLlerocsi, KOTOpbIit
MOT BO31€HCTBOBATb Ha XXMBOTHBIX U MLITAICS CO30aThb YeJIOBe-
Ka WIM, MOXET, AaXE COTBOPWI €10, HO KOTOPOMY B KOHlLE
KOHLIOB HaHEC/IM MOpaxeHue, NOTOMY YTO OH He CMOT M3Me-
HATb WIX OBHIaTh ropsi?

bom, B ronoee Kopu ycunmnach. Apkuit cBeT JyHbl pe3an
I71a3a, HO OH He MOT OTBECTH MX B CTOpPOHY. Manbunk-606p
3aKpbUI [71a3a Y MOMBITAICA CKOHUEHTPHPOBATLCS Ha XeJlaHMH
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npoGyauTbCA OT 3TOro cHa. TobKo... KaKuM 06pa3oM MOXHO
3acTaBUTDb cebs npobynuTbesi? O6LMHO AypHOH COH MNpephiBa-
eTrcs caM 1o cebe, M BOT Thl YXe JIEXHLIb B IIOCTENH, H IYIIKO
CTYYUT TBOE cepille, a PYKH MOKpble, H XHMBOT CKPYTHWIO
BHYTpH. MampyuK ourywian cebsi ceidac MCIyraHHbIM M He-
CYACTHBIM, TOJILKO OH Ha caMoM ziene ob1 He KopH, a 6o6poM
H IUICHHHKOM.

Ilnor, K xoTOpoMy OH GbUT NMpPHBs3aH, NPOAOIKAT HECTHCh
MO TEYEHHIO PeKH, KpyXach, U OH CKopee MOYYBCTBOBA, YeM
yBUIEJ, ABYX IVILIBYLIMX HOPOK, KaXaas ¢ OAHOro M3 60kos,
BpeMsl OT BpeMEeHH HanpaR/SBLIMX ABWXEHHE IUIOTa, MOAACP-
XHBasi €ro HeyKOCHMTE/NbHOE TNpOABIKEHHE. A TNOTOM OH
ycHbllan Kakoil-To JaN€KUN pEB, U namATh Gobpa ckasana
Kopu, yro 3to ruioxas Boja — Bojonal WIH, BO3MOXHO,
TOpOT.

Ero nmnoT nosepHysicsa B Bofe, KOra HOPKH BBITOJIKHYIIH €10
M3 CTPEMHHHBI. A YyTb NO3QHEEe OH OKa3aics Ha MEJIKOBO/bE,
ynapsisicb O KAMHH, NOKA BOSHHbIH OTpsiA BbIBOJJAKMBAJI €ro Ha
6eper, nocse Yero ero NOAHSUIH.

— Tp, — KaKoi1-TO caMel-HOpKa, YTO OKa3aJics Quike K
HeMy, HaKJIOHWI K IUVIEHHHMKY IoJIOBY Ha TOHKOH luiee, TaK YTo
OH CMOT paccMOTpeTh OnecTsiiMe Ge3XanocTHbie I1a3a BOUHA,
— noiaéip neurkoM. OCTaHOBHLILCS — YObEM!

OTH 3BYKH ObUIM INPOM3HECEHB! HACTOJNBKO HEBHSITHO M C
TaKMM OYPHbIM NPOM3HOLUEHHEM, YTO Ka3aJloCh, CJIOBHO 3TOT
caMell rOBODHMT Ha f3bIKe 606poB He o4eHb Xopoluo. OaHako
Kopwm ourytin ceobony, Koraa BepEBKM, NPUBA3LIBaBLINE €T0 K
IVIOTy, OC/abii. A NIOTOM €ro INOoCTaBWIH Ha 3aJHHE HOTH,
OCTAaBMB XBOCT BCE TaK Xe TNPHMBA3AHHLIM K luee. Bepénky,
0OMOTaHHYI0 BOKPYT €ro NepeaHHX Jian, NOAXBATHI BCE TOT Xe
BOMH, KOTOpBIii TMpOLUMIIE] TNPHMKA3 M NpeaynpexineHHe, U
PE3KMM PLIBKOM OH TIOBEN €ro Aaiblile.

370 GbUT TPYAHBIH MyTh, M ABaXAbl Kopu Tepsu1 noysy noa
HOraMH M najan cpeau ckal. O6a pasza ThMKaMH €ro cOOCTBSH-
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HOTO KOMbsi HOPKH 3aCTaB/SUTM IUIEHHWKA. MOJHUMATLCH Ha
HOTH, OMHaXabl No ero 6okaM npouvtuch AyonHkoi. KakuMm-To
obpa3oM OH MpooO/DKA/ MATH Brepén, OAHAKO Gosblle U He
nuiTaicd ayMaTh. OcTaBajloch TOJILKO OHO — CJIEAMTD 3a e€[Ba
BUIMMON TPOMOM M NbITATLCH UATH IO HEH.

OHM ocraBWwiM Oeper pekH, TeEM He MeHee pEB C TOi
CTOPOHBI CTal IrpoMye. A NOTOM OHH CHOBa MOBEPHYIH, H
Kop#, BcE-Taku nbITasich JepXaThCsd HacTOpoXe, NOKA3alnoch,
YTO OHH MAYT BAOJb peKH. [IBaXabl OHHM OTABIXAIM, HO HEe paayu
Hero, a NOTOMy YTO ABOE M3 MX KOMIIAaHWM ObUTM paHEHBI, C
TUIACTBIPSAAMM M3 JIMCTHEB M IPA3M.

Korna oHu Bo Bropo# pa3 couum ¢ Tponsl, Kopu ysunen,
YTO OH He €AMHCTBEHHbIH IUVIeHHHMK. Bnepeayn nokazanocs ewé
ONHO CYLIECTBO, TOXE paHeHoe, CBA3aHHOE BEpEBKAMH, —
Bbuapa. OnHAKO 3TOT 3Bepb, MIOXOXE, €1Ba MOT ABUraThCs, H ABE
HOPKHM TalUWIH U TIOATAIKHMBAIH €rO.

HaxoHell oHM BepHYJINCB K Gepery peku, 1 HOpKH BLITSIHYJIH
M3 NOTOKa IUIOT, K KOTOPOMY ONHAXAbl yXe ObUl NpUBA3aH
Kopn. K ToMy BpeMeHM MaibyMK yXe HAacTOJNBKO YCTall, YTO
KOraa OH BHOBb NOIUTLUI MO peKe, TO NPOBUIHICA B COCTOSTHHE,
KOTOpoe He ObUIO HH CHOM, HH OOMOPOKOM, a YEM-TO CPEAHHUM
MEXAY HUMH.

Cromannovlil Kozombo

B yuwax Kopu 3BeHenn 6Ge3ayMHble Boruid M KpukH. OH
NbITAICS LIEBEJbHYTbCS, OAHAKO CMOT JIMlb HEMHOIO MOBEp-
HyTb CBOIO pacKajbiBaBlUylocsl OoT Gonu ronoBy. M xoraa oH
caenan 310, TO YBMIEJ CY3MBLUMECS IJla3a KaKOW-TO HOPKH,
IUIbIBLIEH PSAOM C IUIOTOM, K KOTOPOMY OH Gbu1 npuBsizaH. [1o
KpasiM 3THX IMla3 ObLla HaHeceHa KpacHas Kpacka, KOTopasi
nobamnsia B HUX ell€ Ooblle HEHABMCTH. '

A nanblue, 3a ToJIOBOM HOPKHM, OH yBHIen Gepera peku, rae
ell€ HECKOJIbLKO MOXHAThIX BOMHOB COCKAIL3LIBAJIM B BOAY,
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Hanparsisich K NpuObiBLIEMYy oTpsaay. A motoM ot Kopu
pBaHyJC BHep€ld, CJIOBHO ero OGpocwia pbIBKOM Kakasi-To
HOBas CWIA, BBINPLITHY M3 BOAbI BBEPX M INpH3EMIWICA Ha
rpaBHii ¥ KAMHH, GOJILHO YIapHB IO ero 6eCOMOLHOMY Tey.

Bcé€ Tak Xxe, mpuBs3aHHoro, Kopu nopoJjIoKH B A€pEBHIO
Hopok. U 310 6bUTI0 BOBCe He OrpaHMYeHHOE MeCTo, KaK Y
KJ1aHa 606poB, yTo coobunina eMy namsaTh JKérroi Pakywuku,
a psa Hop.

Han kaxno¥t Hopoit 6bUIH YCTAHOBJIEHB! KYCKH KOpbI, CBSI-
3aHHble BMECTE NpH MNOMOIIM MNO6GEroB, Bce OHM HMEIH
KOHYCOOOpa3Hblii BHI, HO He OYeHb MOXOAWIH Ha Te BUTBaMbl,
yro KopM NOMHWI M3 PHUCYHKOB HHAEHCKHMX HOepeBeHb W3
npouutoro yenoseyecTsa. K nepeaHeit yacTv GoNbIIMHCTBA M3
HHMX KPEMWIMCh WIECTbl, C KOTOPbIX CBMCAIH TOJIOCKH MeXa,
HUTH C 3y6aMu, ofiHO-aBa nepa. Hu onHo M3 xaumu He 6bu10
NOX0Xe Ha Jpyroe, U, HaBepHoe, noagyMan KopH, oHu otMeya-
JIA THYHbIE NOCTHDKEHMSA €€ XO3sAMHa.

Ho eMy He gann BpeMeHH HOOJIO pacCMaTpHBaTh. MOTOK
HOPOK — XEHLUUH U OETEHBILIEH — OKPYXWI ero. BoopyxéH-
Hble ManKaMy, KyCKaMM TBEPAOI 3eMJIM, OHHM CTaIH GUTDb ero,
OGecnpeCTaHHO YXACHO NMOBHM3IMBasl, TIOKA OH COBCEM He H3He-
MOT, BeCb B CHHSIKAX, OT UX yIapoB. BripoyeM, B KOHLE KOHLIOB
HOPKM M3 BOEHHOIO OTpsiia, HaBepHOe, OmacasiCb, 4YTO MX
TUICHHHK MOXeT ObITb CIMLIKOM H30MT Nepea TeM, YTO O
YTOTOBWIH [JIS1 HETO, OKPYXWIH IUVIOT M OTOFHAJIH €ro My4uTe-
nen.

OHH NoAOLIUTH K ORHOMA HOpe, BBIPLITOM YyTb NMoAasbliie OT
OCTAIbHbIX, W OCTpble 3yObl OBICTPO NEPErpLI3iM BEpEBKH,
KOoTopbhle yaepXHBa KopH Ha IUIOTy, oqHAKO Y3/ibl Ha Janax
U XBOCTE HE TPOHYMM. Ero TONKHYNH W 3anmUXHYNH BHYTpb,
NMOTOM €ro IUVIEHHTEH ONMYCTWIM OTKMAHYIO IBeplly, OCTaBUB
ero B CyMpake TNOMeLIEHHs: ell€ He HacTyIwia 3aps, H ciola
NPOHUKAIO COBceM MaJjio cBera. HaBepHoe, Tak Ka3anoch Obl
rnazam KopH, onHako ang XKénmroii Pakyllku cBeTa XBaTWio,
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YyTO6Bl YBUIETD, YTO OH 3[IeCh HE OAMH, YTO €€ OAUH HAEXHO
CBSI3aHHBII IVIEHHHK JIEXHUT Ha IpYTOi NOJIOBMHE 3TOii MOKPbI-
TOH KOpOil Y3HHLIbI.

310 ObUla BhUApPa, Ha e€ MeXy 3aneKkjach KpoBb, Ila3a He
OoTKpbBamMch. OHa BbIIVISIAENA HACTOILKO OOMSKILIEiH U Henoa-
BIDKHOH, yro KopH nokasanochb, YTo, BO3MOXHO, OHA YXXe M He
XHMBA — XOTA INOYeMy B TAKOM C/lyyae HOPKH OCTaBWIH c€
JilexaTb 31eCb, €C/IM 3TO TaK, OH He MOT CKa3aThb.

BocrioMyHanua XKeénroit Pakywxu nyranm Kopu — oH
nbiTasics: BIGpocuTh MX U3 rosioBbl. He crieayer aymars o ToM,
YTO J€J1a10T HOPKH CO CBOMMM IUIEHHUKAMH; eMY JIyyllle BbIOU-
paTbCs OTCIONA H KaK MOXHO cKopee. OQHAaKO BCE €ro puIBKH H
NMOTATHBAHMUA NMPUBOAWIH TOJNBLKO K TOMY, YTO KOXaHble BEpEB-
KH €ell€é CWIbHee BOH3AIMCh B IUIOTh, pa3pe3asdl €ero Mex Ao
caMoii koxu. OH 6bU1 BeCbMa HCKYCHO CBfi3aH — HMIIE He Mor
HaKJIOHHTH T'OJIOBY TaK, YTOObI YXBaTUTbCS 3yOaMH 3a BEpEBKH,
YTOOBI Neperpbi3Th B OIMH MOMEHT: Mellaia Nemisi, NpUBsA3bl-
BaBlIas ero ronoBy K XsocTy. [lonbITaTbcs caenatb 310 —
3Ha4YUT, cCaMOMy 3alylUMTb cebsl.

Yepe3 HECKONBKO CEKYHI TLUETHBIX nonbIrok Kopu yTHxo-
MMPWICS, OMMIAbIBasl 3TOT BMUIBAM, YTOOLI YBHMIETb, YTO Obl
MOIJIO TIOMOYb eMy.

Boonb creH, ecid He CYMTaTb BBIXOAHOM OBEpH, KyYKaMH
JiexaJsia BbICyllleHHasi TpaBa, CJIOBHO NPHUIOTORIEHHAs 1151 TOTO,
YTOOBI CJTYXMTD JIoXeM A nocteau. OQHako ABYX TUIEHHHMKOB
6poCcCWIN CIIMIIKOM AAIEKO OT HMX. Heckosbko MeELIKOB WIH
KOXAHBIX CYMOK BHCE/H MO KpblleH, CTULIKOM AAJIEKO OT €ro
rosioBbl. 1 GoJibllie HHYEro APYToro — KpoMe BbIAPhI.

KopH noBepHyn HackoJIbKO MOT IoJIoBY, YTOObI MoHatuio-
NaTb 3a BTOPbIM IUIEHHHWKOM. [nasa Bbuipbl Tenepb 6buH
OTKPBIThl M MPUCTAILHO CMOTpE/M Ha Hero. IlacTh €€ oTKphI-
Jlach M ABaXIbl CO IEJYKOM 3aKpbuUiach. Ta YacTh CO3HaHHUA
Kopw, yto nocranace eMy ot XKénroit Pakyiiku, y3Hana 3ToT
CHIHaJL.
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«Bpar... onacHoOCTb...»

B 3ToM npenynpexineHun He 6bUT0 HeobxoauMocTH. Yactn
ero co3HaHMs, KaK MaJibiMKa, TaK H 600pa, 3HaH, YTO HOPKH
M onacHocTb MayT BMecte. ONHaKO BbUIpa €LIE He 3aKOHYWIA.

Kak u y Xeémroit Pakyuixy, nepeaHue narmbl BbAPbl ObUH
KpenKo-HaKpenko NnpuBsidaHbl K 60kaM, OMHaKO OHa BCE ewlé
Morsia crubaTb CBOM KOITH, H Te, YyTo ObUIM OmiDKke Bcero K
600py, Tenepp 3allieBeIMINCh — CO3[aBas Y30p, KOTOpbIi
Takke Obu1 u3BecteH JKémroit Pakyuike. Peub Ha nanbuax
BCETIa UCIO/b30Ballach IVIEMEHaMH, KOTOpble YCTAHOBWIN MEX-
Iy coBO} NpYyXeCTBEeHHbIE OTHOLLIEHHS, HO HE MOTJIM O6LIaThCs
NpH NOMOILLM fA3bIKA.

«Hopxn ... npyrue...»

Jpyrne? Yto Bhiapa MMena B BHAY noa 3THM?

Jlanbl XKénroii Pakyurk 6bUIH TaK KpemKo CBfI3aHbl, YTO
yXe TMOYTH OHEMelH — OH eaBa MOT Telepb HMX Crubarb.
OnHako eMy yaanoch HeGoJblLIOe ABIDKEHHE K GOKy, BhIpaXaB-
liee XeJlaHHe y3HaTb OoJiblue.

«[TogBHAMCH BOPOHBIL... C NMPHKA3AMH...» — BbUIpa Hanpsr-
Jlach, OAHAKO 3TO YCIHIHE OKa3aJIoCh TAKUM 3HAYMTEIbHBIM, YTO
3aTeEM OHa 3aTHXIA, JIEXa M cTpanas or 6onH, ocnabesuias oT
OIHOIO 3TOro AEHCTBHUS.

BopoHb1? Kopy MbiceHHO BepHYyJIcs K peKe, Iie OH Habmo-
JaJ 332 BOPOHaMH H Tlie ero NMoYeMy-TO TaK JIETKO CXBAaTWIH 3TH
Hopku. HMameHsiowmiica? BopoHa, WwiM BOpPOHbI, Hecyuiue
NPUKA3bl, KOTOPBIM AODKHEI TOBHHOBaTbCA HOpKH? Ta yacTh B
HEéM, 410 oT XKénmroii Pakyiurku, 6bU1a HamyraHa MoYTH TakK Xe,
Kak U caM KopH, Korna oH BnepBble oGHapyXu1 ce6s B 3TOM
CTPaHHOM MHpe.

WU, npenynpexnany manpyuka crpaxu XKénmroi Pakyuiku,
€c/IM 3TO Kakoe-To Jeno HaMeHsiollerocs, To 3To ropasmo
XyXe, 4eM eclM Obl HOPKY NMPOCTO BLILUIM Ha TPOITy BOMHBI.
Tem 6Gonbuie Heobxomumo 6bulo BhIGpaThesa oTciona. Kopu
CHOBa MOMIAEN Ha BbAPY. 3TO XXMBOTHOE JIEXA/lO, 3aKPLIB
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I71a3a, CJIOBHO YCHWIHSl, KOTOpble OHO HCINONb30BAIO, YTOObI
BECTH peyb NpPH NMOMOLIM 3HAKOB, NOJTHOCTBIO HCTOLIMIH €rO0.

Kopu nombrTancs npoaBUHYThCS, W3BMBAsICb, B CTOPOHY
BLLAPBI, OMHAKO €r0 lIesl M XBOCT, CBA3aHHbIE BMECTe, rToMella-
JIM 3TOMy, M cabasi HaaeXxaa, YTo BblApa NMeperpbi3ET ero y3bl,
moracia. A YTO €C/IM BblIpa caMa CMOXET TNepeKaTHTLCA K
Hemy?.. BrnipouyeM, oH yBWIeN, YTO Ha 3adHHE Namnbl BbLAPBI
HabpocHIH eLl€ OoHY MeT/Io, NMPUBA3AHHYIO K KOJBILIKY, BO-
TKHYTOMY B 3eMJII0, YTOOblI KpeIKO YyAEepXWBaTb 3BEpbKA B
HENOABHXHOCTH.

Ho B pesynbrate 3THX Ge3ycneUIHBIX MOMLITOK MOA €ro
IUIEYOM OKA3aJICA KAKOH-TO KOMOK Ha 3eMJie, OTYErO OH MOYyB-
cTBOBas1 yKoa 6onu. Kopu Hackonbko MOT MOBEPHYN ro/loBYy H
YBHIEN, YTO 3TOT KOMOK — €ro COOCTBEeHHass Kopobouka-
pakywika. OH HeZOYMEHHO CIpocHi cebsl, noyeMy cTpaxa He
3abpasna ero y Hero. A MoToM BCMIOMHWI, YTO TaM XpaHHUTCA —
HeOOJBbLLION YTONEK. Y Hero Xe ecTb OrOHEK, €CJIH TOJbKO 3TOT
yronék eweé He norac. U ecTb BbicylleHHas TpaBa AJ1i JlOXa
nocreneil. He cMoxeT nu oH Mcnonb3oBath 310? HeT, ckazana
Ta YacTb €ro, 4yTo Obu1a OT 606pa. OXHAKO YacTb COZHAHMS, YTO
npuHannexana KopH, ckazana «ga», peMiMBUIMCh HAa OTYasH-
Hblii TU1aH. ToJIBKO KaK eMy OTKpbLITh 3Ty KopobouKy, Koraa
nepexXHHE Janbl CBA3aHbI?

Kopu Hayan uW3BMBAaThCS, NMbITASACh NMPUITOAHATD IUIEYO, No
KOTOpBIM Haxoawiachb Kopobouka. Heckonbko AOATHX MHHYT
€My 3TO He YAaBaJloch — KOpo6oYyKa ToXe ABUrajach, KOraa oH
LIEBETWICS, YNPSMO OCTaBasich MOJ €0 TeJOM, HECMOTps Ha
Bce ero ycwins. Ho 3ateM oHa HeMHOro noazanach, Korga 606p
B KOTOpBIi pa3 yNoOpHO NMPHUINOAHSUI C Heil cBoil Bec. Manbunk
He 3Hall, CKOJIbKO y Hero el ecTb BpeMEHHM, TMpexXie 4eM
HOPKH TosiBATCA 31ech. M xaxubiii pa3, Koraa B roJiope BO3HM-
Kajla 3Ta MbICJb, OH JOBHMIaIcid el OnicTpee, a KOpoGouka,
NOXOXe, CKOJMIL3WIa Aajiblle Ha3al NMoA HUM.

BoT HakOHel OHa BbillUIa U3-noj Ivieya. Tenepb oH Havan
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npwiaratb YCWIHMs, YTOObI NMOBEPHYTH IOJIOBY HAacTOJLKO, YTO-
Obl nepekaTHTb TeJIo TaK, YTOObl OH MOT AOTSHYTHCA MO
Kopobouky cBoMMH pe3uiaMi. CHOBa 3TO Ka3asioch HEBO3MOX-
HBIM, M TaK TpyaHa 6bUla 3Ta 33aJaya, YTO OH €ABa TNOBEpMI B
CBOM ycnex, Koria B ero 3ybax AEHCTBHTENIbBHO 0Ka3aiach
PakoBHHa M OH TBEpAO cXuMan e€ yemoctaMH. Tenepp no-
6patbcss Obl 4O TpaBsgHOro Jsioxa cinepa. Jliobble NOMBITKH
OBHMAThCS BBI3BIBAIM AMKYIO 60/b B XBOCTE WIH X€ €ro ropyio
3agpxanock. OH MOT MnepenBHraThCsl TOJLKO Ha HECKOJIBKO
nioimMoB. Ho BOT HakoHel, 3aXaB paKOBHHY 3y6aMH, OH HOCOM
NMOATONKHYJN Kydy BbICYLUEHHOM TpaBbl.

To, yTo oH cobupascs ceityac caenartb, ObLIO CaMBbIM OMac-
HBIM.

BricBOOOONTL OroHb 31€Ch, TI€ OH M BhUIpa JIEXAT TaKue
6ecnomoluHble... OgHako otyasiHue Kopu ceffyac 6bU10 CHb-
Hee BosdpaxeHMH 2Kénroit Pakyuiku, 1 oH He no3Boisu1 cebe
AYMaTb O YEM-JIMO0 MOCTOPOHHEM.

MoluHble pe3ubl, nNpeiHa3HaYeHHble ANA PYOKH JepeBbeB,
COLINCL BMECTE Ha PAKOBMHE, U OH MOYYBCTBOBAI BHYTPHM
TICIOLUA YTONEK. A NMOTOM HM30 Bcex ocTaBluMxcs cwi Kopu
BLIIUTIOHY/1 CJIOMAHHYI0 KOpOOOYKY Ha TpaBy W YBMAEN, KaK
TpaBa NoAXBaTH/IA HeOONMbLIOH fA3bIMOK IU1aMeHH. OH npunoa-
HSU1 BBEpX 3aJHIOI0 HOTY M XBOCT TaK, YTOObI IUIaMsi MOIJIO
npoxeyb BepEBKY, TaK 06€3XaNOCTHO CBs3bIBaBLUYIO ero. Beko-
pe Kopu noyyscTBoBan 3anax obropesuiero Mexa, 6onb oxora,
M €My NOCTOSSHHO NMPUXOAWIOCH CPAXATLCSA CO CTPaxoM, KOTo-
pbiii ucnbiThiBal 2KE€nras Pakyiuka, yro6bl He aBuraThes. 6o
XOTSl XHUBOTHbIE Y3HUIH ONOHb M OCTOPOXHO MCIOJIb30BAIH
ero, Ho BCE Xe¢ OHM MO-MpexXHeMy OosutMch Gonblue, YeM
4eJIOBEK, €ro CaMoro APEBHEro MHCTpPYMEHTA.

M xak pa3 Torga, Koraa oH yxe AyMal, YyTo GoJblle He
MOXeET NMPOTUBOCTOSITL Xapy, JaBIEeHHE Ha ropJio HCYENO, U OH
CMOT HaKJIOHWUTb TOJIOBY BMEPEA POBHO HACTONILKO, YTOOBI
ONHMM PE3KMM JBHXXCHHEM pa3opBaTb 3y0aMH NMyThl Ha nepe-
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JHMX Nanax, a 3aTeM cfeJiaTb €ll€ ONMH PLIBOK, YTOOLI mnepe-
TPBI3Th H TE, YTO CKOBBIBAIH €ro 3aJHHE Jambl.

OH noyyscTBOBa GOJIb B J1anax, Koraa B HUX CHOBa cBobos-
HO 3alIMPKYJIMpOBasia KpPOBb, CIIOTKHYJICS, KOITIa €MY 3aXOTENOCh
nockopee BCKOYMTh. O@HAKO OH NoOpéEn, CNOTBIKAACh, K Bbl-
Ipe, pa3opBajl BepEBKY, KOTOpas NPHBA3LIBAIA €€ K KOJBILIKY.
[ToToM, noTaumB MeHbllEe CyLLCCTBO BMeCTe ¢ coGoi, JKeénrras
Pakyuixa nobpasicst 1o 3anHei YacTH BHrBaMa CO CTEHAMH M3
Kopbl. OH oTOpOCHN JIOXe Tojajblle OT CTEHbl MOLIHBIMH
IBIDKEHHSIMH CBOMX Jian, OpOCHB €ro B CTOPOHY BXOJA. YTOOBI
CO31aTh CTEHY OTHfl MeXAy cobod M 1000 HOPKOI, KoTopas
TNoIbITaeTcsl BOWTH.

K cyacTblo, TpaBa He 3aropesnach Tak GBICTpO, KaK Gosuics
XKeénraa Pakyuika, oHa cKopee Tiena, Kyosch IbIMKOM, OTYETO
OH 3aKauUlsUics, a rasa 3a6onenn. OaHako 3y6bl M KOITH
Tenepb ObUIM 3aHATHI paboToii y 3anHeit creHbl. U moa ero
PeLUMTENIbHON aTaKoil CTeHa mnoaaanach.

Y10 OH OXWNIan o6HapyXHMTb cHapyX#? BoopyX€HHBIX HO-
poK? Ho B 310T pa3 oH yxe ObU1 HacTopoXe, N'oTOBbIH K CXBaTKe
C HUMH, BMECTE C HECYLUMMH YyBeYbsl XBOCTOM, KOITSMH M
3y6aMu. Beab oH, XKémras Pakylika, Jydllle B CXBAaTKe, YeM
Jmobasi Hopka, M AaxXe OBe WM TpH. Jlaxe eclid OHU BceM
CKOIIOM HaBIATCSA Ha HEro, OH XOpOLIO NOCTOMT 3a cebsl, MoKa
OHM He Of0JIEI0T ero.

HMeHHO 3TOT AbIM, KTyObAMM NOBAIMBILMIA HApYXY, 3aMac-
kupoBan ux yxona. K ToMy Xe npupona Hopok ew€ 6onbiue
cnocoOCTBOBaJIa 3TOMY: Y HHMX NOXOXMH OpraHM3M, 4YTO H Yy
606poB M BbLIP, OHM JOJDKHBI AepXaThcs BOmM3u ot Boabl. Ho
XOTSl IepeBHSl CTOsUIa Ha OGepery peK, HOpbl HaXOOWINCh BCE
Xe CJIMLIKOM JAJIEKO OT BOAbI, YTOObI YAORIETBOPATL TpeGOBa-
HHMSIM MOXHaTBIX HaN€TYUKOB. Tak yro, Koraa XKénrtasa Pakyuika
HBIpDHYNl B pyuyeil BMecTe ¢ BblIpoH, KOTOPYIO OH TallWiI 3a
co60ii, TO OH ynaJi B HaNOJIHEHHbIN BOAOH KaHaJl, TAHYBLUMICSA
Mexay BursamMaMu. Ilorpy3uBlinch oA NMOBEpXHOCTb BOABI M
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IUTbIBSE B CTOPOHY pekKH, OH He nepcrasan yaunisarca. OObMHO
HOPKH He NbITAJIMCh KOHTPOIMPOBaTh TEYEHUE BOABI, KAK 3TO
nenano ero rwieMsa. OHH He CTPOWIH HHU AaMO, HH KaKHX-THO0
KaHaB, MO KOTOPLIM MOXHO ObUIO Obl CIUIaBRNATH Jiec, KOpY M
JIMCTBSA, YTO O3Havaio qoMa M eqy. Ho 3ra kaHaBa okxa3zanachk
Tenepb criaceHueM ia 2Kénroii Pakyluku ¥ BbLIpBI.

[popoIThiit g Gojiee NIErKOro Tena HOPKHM, KaHan Obul
y3KoBaT 111 000pa; XOTs BOMHBI, KOTOpble CXBaTWIM €ro,
BbIVIsiAE M 6oJblle NoGoit Hopky M3 MHpa Kopu, oHH Bc€ xe
ObLUTM NoMeHblle pazMepamy, YyeM 2Kénrtas Pakywka. HecMor-
P Ha CJIOXHOCTb, C KOTOPbIMH NMPHUXOOWIOCh TNpPeonoJieBaTh
TECHBIE Y4acTKH NyTH, 600py yaanoch npobUTLCA CKBO3b HUX H
NpOTALIUTL BMECTe C cOOOM M BbLOpY.

HakoHell OH BBIHBIPDHY1 Ha TOBEPXHOCTb, YTOObI BAOXHYTh
BO30yX, U NOBEPHYI BBUIPY, YTOObI NpPIXAThb paHEHOE TeJO
MEHBLLIETO XMBOTHOTO K CTCHE KaHaBbl, B TO BpeMs KaK caM
neperpi3an ero BepéBKH. ['1aza caMua-BbUIPbI OTKPbUIMCDH, TOT
TOJILKO Ternepb OCO3HaJl, YTO NpPOMCXOAMT BOKpyr. U ensa
TOJIbKO BEpPEBKM YTMAH, OH MPHIOAHICS Ha NepeJHUX Jarnax,
Tpe6osa1\‘:ano rnoagaBasi 3HaK:

— B pexy!

Ho 2Kénroit Pakyliike He HyXeH Obl1 3TOT HACTOSATE/IbHBIIA
npHka3. OH HBIPDHYN NOI BOAY, AEPXa ONHOH JIanoH BhUADY,
NOKa MEHbLICEC XKMBOTHOEC HC HAYJIO HETECPINCINBO H3BHBATLCSA
M, BbLICBOOOAMBLIMCL M3 XBATKM 606pa, NpPOMENbKHY/IO MHMO
HEro U NpOCKOJL3HYNIO M3 KaHaBul B 6ojiee TTyOOKHMe BOABI.

OHM MOIIH MNEpEeABUraThCs B peKe, ONHAKO 3TO MOIH
ZenaTb H HOPKH, crieaysi 32 HUMH CO CMEPTOHOCHOI JIETKOCTBIO.
W uM HyXHO ObL1O, KpOMeE TOro, onacarhcsl €€ HanaaeHHs B
BOAE ApPYTMX XMIUIHMKOB, KOTOpble YyBCTBYIOT cebsi B Heil
Jiy4le, 4yeM HOpKH. JKénras Pakyuika orMeTHn 3T10 npo cebs,
KOTZa camel-Bblapa B NMEpBbIii MOMEHT 3aABHTAICA GBICTPO, HO
BCKOpE C TPYAOM MoTaluWics Bcied 3a 606poM, U 6bU10 sICHO,
YTO ero paHbl, KOTOpble CHOBA 3aKPOBOTOYWIH, 3aMEMISIOT €TI0
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ABikeHHe. OnHa Obula Ha 3aThUIKe, OaXe Ha BHA BecbMa
bonesHeHHas. XKénraa Pakyluka nogyMan, YyTo, JOJDKHO ObITb,
3To OT ynapa OybuHkoi. EwIE€ onHa paHa BbiBeNa M3 CTpost
NepeaHION0 Jiany, KOTOPYIO caMell JepXaJi MPHXAToi K IPyIdH,
CJIOBHO, YTOOBI 3aLLIMTHTDb €€ AaXe OT CJ1aboro NarlieHUs BOAbI.

KpoBb M3MeHsMa LBET BOAbl, OCTaRIAS Cliedl, O KOTOPOMY
HX CMOXeT BbicneauTb Bpar. XKénras Pakyiuxa He oTBaXuBasIcs
TpaTHTb BpeMsd, YTOObI pa3BedaTh, YTO MNPOHMCXOAMT MO3adU
HHUX, TTIOCMOTpETb, OOHAPYXWIH JIM HOPKH MX noocr. OH Mor
TOJIBKO HaJlesIThCs, YTO OHHU BbIGEPYT INpaBWIbHbIN MyTh 332 TO
KOPOTKOE€ BpeMsl, YTO OCTAIOCh Y HHX Mepel TeM, KaK 33 HUMH
6yner BbicnaHa noroHs. IlpaBma, npu ynade 3aropeBluMiCs
BMIBaM CKpOeT MX Nober Ha HEKOTOpoe BpeMs.

Kopu Tenepb gaxe He mbITaicsa cpaxartbesl ¢ JKéntoi Pa-
KYLUKOH 332 KOHTpOJb Hal TesioM 606pa. OH TombKo Xenai,
YyTOObl 3TOT CAMLUKOM pealbHbIH COH 3aKOHYWICA M OH Obl
npoOyawiIcsi CHOBa B MHpe, KOTOpbIif BCerna 3Hail.

BBepx win BHM3 Mo TeueHMIo pexu? bobp 3aMep B Hepelun-
TeabHOCTH. W MMeHHO BhHApPa MaXxHyJl €My cBoel
HEMOBPEXAEHHOM J1aNOH, YTO UM CJielyeT OTNPaBUTLCS BBEPX,
NMPOTUB TeuyeHUs peku. M Bcé Xe, pasBe He 3TOro Oymyr
O0XHIATb OT HHX HOPKM — BEpPHYTbCA TYyHa, Ille MX 3axXBaTWIH B
TuieH? .

Bbiapa CHOBA NMPOCHIHAIWI B HETEPIEHHHU:

«BBepx no peke... MOTOPONKCE...»

OH noneITajcs cjaeJOoBaTb CBOUM Xe COOCTBEHHBIM YKa3a-
HMSM, OIHAaKO IUTbUT HeyKITI0Xe, H BOLOBOPOT OTTOJIKHYJ €10 B
CTOpOHY Oepera. XKénras Pakylika nerko gorHan ero, noruibul
pAOOM, MOMNEpEK peKH, B CTOPOHY NMPOTHBOIOJIOXHOIO Gepera,
MPIDKABIIKCD TUIEYOM, 3TO ObUIO MEMJIEHHOE U MYYMTesbHOE
NpoABIKEHHE, OHM Ile TOJbKO MOIIM AEepXaTMCh NOA BOAOM,
OCTAHABNMBAACh [Vl OTObIXa, Ile KOPHH WIM KYCTAapHHKM
CBHMCAIM Hal BOOOM, YTOOLI AaTh MM CNACHTENbHYIO TEHb.

OHH, KaK MONIH, NpATAINChL, NOTOMY YTO Tenepb YyXe
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HACTYTII JeHb, IPKO CBEPKAJIO COJTHLE Ha MOBEPXHOCTH PEKH,
KYJOKANIM HaceKOMble, 1 MOXHO 6bUIO BUAETb XH3Hb, Oyp/IMB-
LIYI0O B BOfle M Haa e€ noBepxHocThlo. XKénrras Pakywika noen
MBOBOH KOPBI, 10 KOTOPOH CMOT JOTSIHYTHCS], HE TIOKHAAst PEKH.
CaMell-BblIpa CBOEH 3[0pPOBOM JIanof OTOOBMIal B CTOPOHY
oMbIBacMble BOJOM KaMHM, 606p mnoMor emy, Koraa IOHsuI,
Yero Xo4eT €ro CIYTHHMK, M BCKOpE pe3KO IMOAHSUT BBEpX Jany
BMECTE C PaKOM, CKpBIBaBLUMMCS NoA NogoOHOro pona YKpbl-
THEM.

Boinpa nepenan, yro ero 30ByT CnomaHHbii Korors;, oH
VHBUIO IIsiZe/ Ha CBOIO Pa3’OpBaHHYIO JIally, KOrda XeCTaMH
PyKM nokasbiai 310. M oH npuHannexan nueMenn bonorsoro
Pyubs, X0T4 ceifyac HacTan Ce30H, KOra ero HapoJ pa3iewics
Ha ceMeliHble Tpynbl ¥ OTTIpaBWICS Ha JieTHIolo oxoty. Iloc-
KOJILKY MOKa YTO Y Hero B Hope He ObUIO HHM XEHILUUHEl, HH
IETEHDILIEH, €r0 HCCIeoBaTeNILCKOE MyTELIECTBHE NPOXOAWIO
B ONMHOYECTBE, KOrAa OH M ObUT NoiMaH B JIOBYLUKY HOPKaMH.
Paccka3biBast 06 310l cBoeit 6e33a6oTHOCTH, CioMaHHbIi Ko-
roTb BblKazan cTbll. OH BBIlLEN K BepXHEH YacTH KaHala,
YecTHO npusHaics oH Keénroit Pakyluke, ¥ momnerasncs cryc-
TUTBCS MO HeMy. 3a6bIB 000 BCEM, HacaaX1asiCh BEJIMKOJIEITHEM
OBLICTPOro Crycka, OH CHOBAa M CHOBa NOJHMMAICA BBEpPX H
CNYCKAJICSl, U Tenepb OH yXe He MOT NPUMOMHHTb, CKOJILKO
MMEHHO pa3, COBCPLIEHHO N03abbIB O BCAKOH OCTOPOXHOCTH H
B KOHLE KOHLOB CKOJIb3HYA TNpSIMO B JIOBYWIKY C CETBIO,
YCTPOEHHYI0 HOPKAMH.

OnHako 6osblile BCETO €r0 CTPALIWIA He HOPKH, a TO, YTO 32
HMM, JODKHO OLITh, CJEAMJIH BOPOHBI, COOOLIMBLIMNE O HEM
HOPKAM-HAICTYHKAM.

«Hsmensomuiics.. »

— Yro Usmensioumiicsa? — cnpocun XKéntasa Pakyuika Ha
si3blKe 600pOB.

«KT0 3HaeT? — noxoxe, BblOpa NMOHSU1 JOCTaTOYHO M3 €IO
TOPTAHHLIX 3BYKOB, YTOObI MOKa3aTb 3HaKaMu oTeeT. Hasep-
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Hoe, OH NNOHHMaJ 606poB, AaXe XOTA ¥ He pa3sroBapUBaJl Ha UX
sisvike. — Ho xyno Gyner, korna npuaér Uamensiomuiicss. Mup
MOXET OBbITh 3aXBaYeH — Ja FOBOPST, YTO CO BPEMEHEM TaK H
CITYYHUTCS».

«Mup MoxeT OBbITb 3aXBaYeH» — IPHILLIA NYTalollas MbIC/Ib
JApyroro cyliectsa — BocrioMMHaHus 2Kéntoi Pakywiki. Hac-
TaHeT JIeHb — BCE TPABHUKM-3HAXapy YTBCPXAAIOT 3TO, MOIOT
Nnpo 3To, BLICTYKMBAKT Ha GapabGaHax, koraa Hapoa HauMHaer
TaHLEBaTb, OXBAYEHHBII1 HAPKOTHYECKHM IKCTA30M — YTO MHpP
6yneT 3axBayeH, M TOIda HMYETO He OCTAHETCS TAKMM, KaKUM
OHO ecTb ceityac. M Bc€, yTo mpebuiBaio B 6e30MacHOCTH M
YBEPEHHOCTH, OyAeT CMETCHO IMpoYb, BCE MPAMOE CTAHET KpH-
BbIM, BcE cBeTJioe cTaHeT TEMHbIM. VI Hapon 6onbuie He 6yaeT
Haponom, Ho paGamu.

«PaGamu...» — nansl ZKénTtoii Pakyluky 3aIBUra/INCh B 3TOM
3Hake, U CinoMaHHbI Koroth KMBHy:. '

«OTO yXe Hayanoch. Thbl BMUACH BOAHBINA NyThb B AEPEBHE
HopoK. Ero Brikonanu pa6bl, 606pbl, KOTOPBIX OHM 3aXBATHIH
ewé AeTCHBILAMH U 3aCTaBWIH paboTaTh Ha ccosi».

«M1 yro craHer ¢ HuMu? — 2Kénras Pakywika wénkHyn
3y6aMH, a CWIBHLINH XBOCT pa3pe3an BOAYy, pa3pblBasg BOLOpPO-
can. — YTo cayyuTcss ¢ HHMH TIOCJIC TOTO, KaK OHU 3TO
caenaoor?»

«OHM yXoAsT, HUKTO He 3HaeT Kyma, — oTBeTHn CroMaH-
Hblit Korotb. — Ho BopoHbl U3MeHstioLLerocsi HecyT MHOXECTBO
MOCJIaHUMN B 3Ty JEPEBHIO».

«Ecim MsMmensowmmiics BMeluuBaercsl...» — JKénras Pa-
Kyluka B3aporHyn. U cHoea CrnomaHHbIii Korots xuBHy:.

«BepHo, — ero 3nopoBas Jj1ana lueBeJbHYIACh B COIJIACHM.
— Jlyywe Bcero, YyToObl HalM Hapoabl 3HaH 06 3TOM. Moii
Hapon pa36pocaH, 4To Iuloxo. Mbl HO/DKHBI CHOBa cobpaTthes
BMeCTe, XOTS 3TO M MNpOTHB oOblyas cenyac, Koraa CTOSIT
TEIIbIe AEHbKU. A KaK HacyéT TBoero, Crapuunii bpar?»

«M&l nepeeaxaeM B HOBYIO JepeBHI0. U s passeabiBaio mist
TUICMEHU».
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«[Ing TBOEro Hapoma ny4yile 6yneT He O6HapyXHTb HOBYIO
BOOy B 3TOM Kpalo, — OTBETHJA Bhulpa. — YeM cKopee Thl
cooOLIMLIL 06 3TOM CBOEMY BOXIIO, TeM Jiydllle 3T0 Oyner mis
TBOETO IUIEMEHM».

«A TBI?»

«Otnpanmock K Hope Moero Boxas, JymHHoro 3y6a, KoTo-
PBIii OCTAICA B MecTe, Ha3HaYeHHOM U1 cbopa Hallero Hapoaa
B C/yyae NMpUXOAa BPEMEHHM OMAcHOCTH. Toraa oH OTMpPaBHT
MOCJIaHHUs, 3a%¥OKET CHTHAIbLHblE KOCTpPbI, KOTOpble ITPH30BYT
JIofeil MOEro IUIEMEHH TyHda».

«OnHaKO HOPKH HaBepHAKA MOCJEOYIOT 3a HaMH...»

CnomaHHbiii Korots xuBHYy:n.

«[la, Hopxu. Ecnu oHH NeiicTBUTENbHO TIPHUCYLUMBAIOTCH K
cJloBaM BOPOH M TeX, KTO CIYXWT UM pa3BeJYMKOM B Hebe,
Toraa Mnl 00a JOJDKHBI AepXaTb YXO BOCTPO Ha TpoIle BOMHBIL
Koraa Mbl B Bogie, HaM HET HyXIbl TPUBA3LIBaTh TPaBY K CBOUM
cTonaM, YToObl YHUYTOXATh CJicAbl 33 CO00ii, HO BEAb U OHH
TaKXe XHMBYT B BOJ€, H OHM Y3HAIOT O Hac», — OH OIJIAHYJICA
BOKpPYT MecTa, rae oHM noem, M XKénraa Pakyuika mnows,
HACKOJILKO IIYTIO ObUIO YTONATHL 3AeCh TOJIO.

Tonbko OYeHb ITynasi HOPKA He 3aMETHUT 3Ty OObeAeHHYIO
MBY, TIepeBEPHYTbIE KAMHU W He MOMMET, yro 606p M BhlIpa
OCTAaHARIMBAIUCH 30ECh AJIS1 OTALIXA M eAbl.

Boiapa caenan 3Hak:

«[la, Mbl Besn cebsl 30eCch KaK HeoOydeH Hble MIaieH1Ibl, MO
Bpar. byneM HanesTbes, YTO 3TO HEe HAKIIMYET Ha Hac Gemy».

CHavana 2XKénrag Pakyuka nogyman, 4To KaKue-TO M3 3THX
CJIeNOB MOXHO CKpbITb. Ho yXe yepe3 HeCKONbKO CEKyHI
HM3YYEeHMUs] OH IOHSUI, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXHO. Bc€, 4TO OHHM
MOITH clenaTh ceifyac, — 3TO KaK MOXHO 0oJjiblue yBeJTHYHTDb
paccTosiHMe Mexay coboil U 3TUM MeCTOM.

Ero cuisHoe Teno 60o6pa yxe noyru npuuuio B ceds nocne
rpyboro ofpallleHHsi ¢ HUM HOPOK, XOTs TojloBHasi 6ojb BcE
elW€ He OO KOHUA TNpOlWIa, BLITAHYB Jially, OH KOCHYyJcSA

- 293



MATKOH OMNyXOJM Ha 4Yeperne B TOM MecTe, Iae ero nopasuia
XyOuHKa BoMHa-HopkH. Ho BoT pasBcoumk-Bbixpa 6bul B Xya-
weM cocTosiHHH. M HecMOTpsA Ha MyXecTBEHHblE TNOMBITKH
CnomMaHHoro Korrs mabiTb Bnepél caMOCTOSITENILHO, OH B
KoHLie KOHUOB orcTan. Korna 2Kénras Pakywika noHsn 3to u
MOBEPHYJ Ha3a/l, OH OOHapYXXWI BbIAPY, YHOCHMYIO TEYEHHEM,
€ABa-e1Ba yAepXHUBaBLUYIOCS CabbIM KOITEM 3a CKaJly B peKe.

«depxu», — XKénraa Pakyuika B3sin 310pOBYyIO Jiany CIyT-
HMKA U NeTIEH Habpocw e€ cebe Ha Lelo BOKPYT ed. Bolapa,
MOX0OXe, CHOBA yXe Tepsl CO3HaHHUe OT ycTasocTd. OH JMLLIb
cleqwI 3a TeM, YTO aenan 600p, HO HHYEro He cKasail, Koraa
TOT AeJiasl 3TH NPUIOTORIEHHS, YTOObI TalLMTDb ero.

IIpoTsaHYyB nepeaHIOo Nlamy, YToObl yaepXH1BaTh N'OJIOBY Bbl-
Apbl TaK, YTOObLI OHM MOIJIM CMOTPETb APYT Ha Apyra, JKeéiaras
Pakyuika MeIeHHO NPOCHIHATWI:

«[pme... HaXoAWTCA... HOpA... TBOETO... BOXAA™»

CaMell-BblApa MOPrHY/I. A NOTOM lUEBENbHY B KOPOTKOM
OTBETe CBOE paHEHOH Jlanoii:

«Pyueii... Bnagaer... B peKy... 60NblIOH KaMeHb... MOMeYeH-
Hasi KPacKOM CKasa... CJIEIOM 33 py4ybEM».

«Kak panexo?» — cnipocun 3arem XKeénraa Pakyiuka.

Onnako masza CnomaHHoro Korrs 6bUIH yXe 3aKpbIThl, a
ToJIoBa Jiexasa, OOMsIKHYB, Ha Jjane, KoTopyio 606p ucnonbso-
BaJl B KayecTBe OykcuHpa.

Bort Taxk, Tauia Ha ce6e BbuIpy, XKénrtas Paxyuika U ornpa-
BWICA BNEpEA, AepXach Oepera M MNO-NpeXHEMY CTapasch
MCNOJIb30BaTh JII060€ 3alUMTHOE YKPbITHE, KOTOPOS MOTI" HAlTH,
yTo6Bl He OLITH 3aMe4eHHLIM ¢ HeGa. OH OOHapyXwl, 4TO
mibiBs BMecTe co CnomaHHbIM KorreM, koTopslit 6611 415 Hero
TOJILKO 6eCroMOLIIHONH 00y30/, OH JOBOJILHO OLICTPO YTOMJISUI-
cs, OTYero eMy NPUXOAWIOCh BCE Yallle M yallle OCTAHaBIMBATLCS
Ha OTABbIX M BbITACKMBATb BbUAPY M3 py4bsl NOJA KaKoH-HUOydb
BBLICTYTI, YTOOBI OTABbILIATLCA. JIBaXabl OH CXHMMaICA B KOMOK,
KOrja TeHb KpbUIbeB Najajia Ha Boay. B nepsBbiii pa3 oH He
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MOHS, KTO 3TO ObUL. KAaKas-TO BOpOHa WIM OXOTSLUMifcS
sictpe6. OgHaKO BO BTOPOiH pa3 OH TOYHO 3aMeTWI YEpHbIe
"TIEpbsl, OH B 3TOM He COMHEBAICH.

Honroe Bpemsa mnocne 3Toro 606p npocuaes, CKOPYMBIIHCH
Hal BbUIPO# B YKPbITMM NOJ BBICTYTIOM Oepera, HE yBe pEHHbIH,
YyTo Xe genarb. EcnM MX yBMOENa 3TOT JIETYH TbMbl, 3HA4MT,
COBCEM CKOPO HOPKH Y3HAIOT, rae oHH HaxoasTcs. Ho B apyrom
c/ly4ae, CTOUT UM OTIpaBHUTLCA Aajlblue MO Bode, BOpOHa Moria
3aTauTbCcs Ha KAKOM-HMOyAb JepeBe M BbICMaTpHBaTh MX Npo-
ABHXXEHHE. ’

OnHako HOPKM He MOoKa3sblBaJIMCh, U 600p npeanonoxuni,
YTO MPOCTO TPATHT AParoLieHHOE BpeMs, NPOCIKHBAsi B 3TOM
yKpbITuH. Kénrast Pakylika cCHOBa pUCKHY/ OTTIPABUTLCA Jalb-
1Ue, No-npexHeMy Tala 3a coboit CnomanHoro Korrsa. OnHako
BO BpeMs CJlelylolliero OTAbIXa BblOpa TNMOAHSUICA M, TOXOXeE,
yXe JIydllie MOT NMOHSTb, YTO OHU AcsalT. OH cornacuics, 4To
eLlE CAULIKOM cJlab, YToObl OTKa3bIBaThes OT noMoum 2Keérroit
Pakywiku. BnpoyeMm, oH HacTtosul, yro6ml 60Op noMor emy
MONHATLCS Ha Geper Mexay ABYMS CKAaMH.

C TOro Mecra OH OOAr0 M BHHUMATEALHO H3y4an pCKY.
XKeénras Pakywika genan To Xe caMoe, OMHAKO OH HE YBMAC
HHMYEro, KpOMe HacCeKOMbIX U NMTHL — BKMIOYast ABYX IJIMHHO-
HOTHX OXOTHHKOB Ha pblby M asrywek. 1 HU ogHo# mTuuesl ¢
YEPHBII KPbUILSIMH. A TIOTOM TNIOHUXE UX, HEMHOIO BIEpelH,
pasoluiach TpaBa, NMPOLICCTBOBAN PLICLIOH ONEHb M OIYCTHN
r0JI0By BHH3, YTOObI HaNMTbCS. ’

Cnomannbri KoroTb cTucHyn miedo 0oGpa, 4ToObl mpu-
Bieyb BHMMaHMe Kémroii Pakywixu. Cpoeli 310poBoii nanoi
BbLIPA YKA3UT BBCPX MO PYYbIO ¥ Ha NMPOTHBONOJIOXHbBII Ocper.

BoOp y3Han To, 4TO, HaBepHOe, Y 6bUIO 3HAKaMH MECTHOCTH,
0 KoTopbix eMy ropopwi CnomaHHblii Korots. OnHako 4To6bI
nobpaTbca Tyna, UM NMpPHIETCS nepeceyb OTKPBLITOE MpPOCTpPaH-
CTBO PEKH, KOTOpOE MOJHOCTHIO NPOCMATPHUBAJIOCh ¢ Heba. U
Ha NMPOTHMBOTIONIOXXHOM Oepery OoH He yBHAEN HM KYCTapHMKa,
HM Kakoro-1ubo ycTyna, rae MoXHo OymeT crpsTaTheA.
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Ycmnuap KapkaHbe, 002 XHBOTHBIX BXaAHCh MEXIY CKasa-
MM, MCNONBL3Yys MX KaK YKpbITHe. BopoHbl — OBe — JeTaiu
KpyramMM Haa pekod. OgHa M3 JUVIMHHOHOTMX OOJIOTHBIX NTHL
oTo3Bajlach B OTBET, Opocasi BLI3OB, BO3paXas NMPOTHB TOAO-
6Horo poma BTOpXEHMsI Ha CBOIO TeppuTopHio. Ho, moxoxe,
BOPOHBI OOpaTHJIM Ha He€ He MHOrO BHUMaHMS.

A mnotoM 0ojIoTHas NTHLA NoAHsNach B HeGo, W Kénrtas
Paky1ka 6e30111604HO onpenenna HaMepeHHe, ¢ KAaKuM 601b-
as IMTHLA BieTesla: OYHCTUTh CBOM OXOTHHUYMI y4acTOK OT
HenpolueHHbIX rocteil. BopoHb! ynetenu Ha 1or, U 6o/I0THas
NITHLIA MaXaJla KpbUIbsIMHM, npecnenysd ux. OnHako He MOIVIH JIH
coriaAaram 3a To BpeMsl, YTO NapwiM Haa peKoil, 3aMETHTb MX
IBoux cpeau ckan? OTBeTa Ha 3TOT BONPOC He ObUIO, HUKAKOTro
OTBCTa, KpOME KAK CHOBa CO BCEM BO3MOXHOI CKOpPOCTHIO
yopaTbCcsl nojasblile OT 3TOTO MeCTa, NpeXae 4YeM BOPOHbBI
CcoOOLIAT O HMX, €C/IM MM YOacTCsl YCKOJIb3HYTb OT 0OJIOTHOIM
ITTULIbI ¥ BEPHYTbCS.

Hecywue mpybry

Bocnonb3oBaBLIKCh TSM, YTO BOPOHbBI YJIETEIH, OHH TYT Xe
riepecex/id peKy U oOOLUIM MOAHOXHE CKAJbl, KOTOpasi pa3fe-
Jis1a YCTbe BTOpPOTO pyybs. 2Kénaras Pakyllka ocTaHOBWICA B
YOHBICHMM, OpPOCHB B3I/sUT Ha 3Ty KaMCHHYIO KOJIOHHY: Ha-
MHOTO BbIllE TOIO YPOBHS, 10 KOTOPOIO OH MOT Obl IOTSAHYTLCS,
JaXe CCNM OH CTaHCT BO BeCh POCT, Haxoawlach NTyGokas
BMATHHA B (popMe OTMETHHbI KAKOH-TO Jianbl. ITO He Obu1, KaK
OH 3aMcTMA Tnoclie 0ojiee BHMMATE/JBbHOIO W3Y4YeHMsl, ciell
606pa, BbLAPbI WiM HOpkH. Ho BcE€ Xe 3To ObL1 SAICHBIH crien
KAKOIO-TO XMBOTHOIO, OCTaBLUMICS BIICYaTAHHBIM B 3Ty CKaIy,
CJIOBHO B MSTKYIO 3€MJIIO.

Mo Bceil ckane nonajanuch craeabl ApeBHEH KpacKu, HEKO-
TOpBIE U3 HHX GbUIM HaHECEHBI B CaMy 3Ty BMATHHY, OKA3bIBas,
YTO 3TO CHMBOJI AE€HCTBUTEIbHO MOTYLUECTBEHHOM MaruH; Oo-
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JDKHO ObITb, KOTla-TO 3TOT 3HAK YKa3bIBal Ha IPaHMIIYy TeppH-
TOPHH.

Jlana..» — 606p b1, crapasch gorHate CjiOMaHHOTIO
Kortd, XoTopulii caM Bceil AyllI0i CTpeMIWICS K MECTy HX LeTH.

«3Hak Bennkoro Bora, Peynoro [lyxa, — oreetin CnoMaH-
Hblit Korote. — D10 BenMkoe BonmweodcTBo. Ecnu Ob1 OH ObLn
BblLApPOH WK 606pOM, TO TOraa HOPKHM He CMOITTH Obl NPOHTH
MHMO Hero. OIHaKo 3To 3HaK I BceX BOAHBIX obuTaTenei, U
NOTOMY HaM ceHyac He NMOMOXET».

Pyueii, xoTopblii nmozaaM HHUX pa3fesUici B MecTe, rie
HaxXoOM/ach 3Ta KOJIOHHA, 0Ka3aJicsl MMEHHO TaKHM, KaKoil M
caM XKéntas Pakywika BpiGpan Obl, ecnm Obl HcKan ybexuiue,
yTto6b1 M36exaTh HaOMONEHUS 32 HUMM.

IToToMy YTO BCKOpe pyueil NMpeBpaTWICA B Y3KyIO NOJIOCKY
BOIbI, CIUIOLIb 3apOCIIYIO NO GeperaM KyCTApDHMKOM M MBaMH.
N xpoMe Toro, 6bUI0 OYEBHUIOHO, YTO 3TO ObLIa TEPPHUTOPHS
BbLAp. OHM NPOXOAWIM MMMO KaMHEl C OTMETMHAMH BbUID, He
BIe4aTaHHLIMHU B CKaJlbl, KOHEYHO Xe€, KaK 3T0 clie/lal pe4yHOoM
IyX, HO OCTaRI€HHbBIMH B PUCYHKAX M3 Pa3sHOLBETHOW IJIMHBI
nosbilie ypoBHS BoAbl. OTMETUHbI ObUTM cAeNaHbl HE ero
eMeHeM, U JKénrag Pakymika He Mor mpouwtarh ux. Ho
asaxabl CnoMaHHbIH KOroTh ocTraHarIMBajiICA pALOM C HEKO-
TOPbIMH, KOTOpbIE KA3aJIMCh NOCBEXee OCTAUTBHBIX H BO BTOPOM
pa3 OH MPOCHUTHANWN:

«MHorue Bo3BpallaloTcs K ruiieMeHH. Bo3HHKIIa OnacHoCTb...
OHM yXe, BO3MOXHO, 3HAIOT 00 3TOM».

CHoga ero ayx xenan Gonblue, yeM Moro Tejo. M HecMotps
Ha TO, YTO OH, MOXOXe, OKA3AICS NOCTATOYHO CWIEH, YTOObI
CaMOCTOSATC/IbBHO BOWMTH B pydeil H IUILITb B HEM TPOTHUB
TeYeHHUs1 HeKOTopoe BpeMsi 6e3 BCAKOM INOMOLUM, BCKOpPE OH
OnATh . Ha4yaJl OTCTAaBaTh M B KOHLE KOHLOB 3allenwica 3a
NpOXOAMBLINIA MO BOAO# KOpeHb AepeBa, ¥ XKeénras Pakyuika
CHOBAa CTaJI IOMOraTb MeHbllleMy cobpary.

Pyueit npusén Mx x 6onoTy, re pocna BbicoKas GonoTHas

297



TpaBa M noGjeckuBao MHOXecTBO BonoéMoB. HekoTophie u3
HMX BaJleKe NOKpLIBaia NieHa Mo KpasiM, OTTyla BecbMa CKBep-
Ho BoHsu10. Ho B camoM pydbe Boaa 6buta uucroit, u 2Kénras
Paxyika novyyBcTBOBaJl ce0s1 B OTHOCHTENBLHOM 6€30MacHOCTH
— BrEpBLIE C TEX MOp, KaK ObU1 3aXBaYeH B IUIEH BOCHHBIM
OTpSIIOM HOpPOK. A MOTOM caMel-Bbllpa MOATOJNKHY/A €ro, H
6obp ocraHOBWICA TaM, rae pydyed paclUMPANCA B BOMOEM,
TIOJTy3anpyXeHHBbIH YyNaBLIMM JCPEBOM U OPEBHOM, NPHUTKHYB-
1IMMCS K HeMy.

ITo xecty Bbuaphl 2Kénras Pakywika noMor CnoMaHHOMY
Korio B306paThcst Ha GpeBHO. Kpenko nprokaBlIHMCh paHEHOIA
J1anoi K HeMy, OH KCIOJIb30Bajl BTOPYIO Jlalmy, YToObl NOCTY4YaTh
no obIoMKY BETKH, BCE ell€ BbICTymawpiueMy U3 O6peBHa. Tor
M30a 3BYK, KOTOpbIii naneko pasHéccs no 6Gonory. 3aTeM
CnoMaHHbIi Kororb nomMemnwn: oTKyma-To u3naneka 4epes
BCIO 3TY 3aJIMTYI0 BONON MECTHOCTb 0 HMX HOHECCH INyXoit
CTYK-OTBCT.

«OHM 3HAIOT, YTO Mbl MAEM», — TMPOCHUTHANIWI pa3BedyHK-
BbIApa, COCKONIbL3HYB ¢ AepeBa B Boay. M XKémras Pakyuika
yBHIEJI 3HaKH Ha OpeBHe, KOTOpble TOBOPWIH, YTO 3TOT CHIHaJl,
JIOJDKHO OBbITb, YaCTO MOBTOPSUICA HA HEM.

Tax OHM NMpONO/DKMAM CBOW MyTb, U OOOp He yaMBWICH,
KOrZa Ha TNOBEPXHOCTH pEKH, YCESIHHOI BONOPOC/ISIMH, BAPYT
NOABWIACh BbLIPA 15 TOTO TONBLKO, YTOOb! BIIJIAHYTh Ha HHX,
a 3aTeM CHOBA HbIPHYTb, JIHLLIb HA MTHOBEHHE NOKPAcOBABLUNCH
nepen rnaszamMu Kénroii PakyluikM pa3puUcOBaHHOH MOpAOI,
TOJIOBHBIM yOOpOM M3 nepbeB M Oyc u3 Bogopocnei. OnHako B
Jlane BblIpa CXHMaJla KOMbE, M OHAa HecJla ero Tak, KakK BOMH,
NPUBBLIKIUMIA K YMe/IoOMy OOpallleHHIO C 3TUM OpYXMEM.

HaxkoHel OHH BBbIIJILUTH, BEPOSITHO, B LIEHTP 3TOH 60/10THC-
TOI MECTHOCTH, KyCOYeK CyXOoM 3eMJIM, NMOAHMMaBLIEHCs KakK
OCTPOBOK, OTJIMYHO 3aLUMIIEHHBIH OT OOHapyXeHHUs1 OKpYXaB-
LIero ero BOKPYT BOAHONO MMpa. 3emisi, Oosblleil 4acTbio
IIMHA C MHOTOYMC/ICHHBIMH KaMHSIMH, ObL1a HabpocaHa Ky4a-
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MH M pacnojarajach, HaBepHoe, Ha KAMEHHMCTOM OCHOBAHHH.
Ha Heil crpymwinch HOpbI-KYCTAapHMKH, BMECTE C IpS3bIO,
KOTOpas 3aTBepielia Ha colmHue. Hopbl MMenu magkue CTeHbI
M TMOJTHOCTBIO Pacrofaraich HaJ BOAOH, HO YTO-TO B MX BHIE
HaNOMMHANIO HOpPbI 600pPOB — CIOBHO OHH ObLTH CKONMPOBAHBI
C OrpOMHBIX 10MOB Hapoaa Kénxroi Pakywixu.

Bbiaps! xnanM ux npuObITHS, Briepead BOMHBI, NO3aIH HUX
CaMKHM ¥ AETEHBIUM, HO 3TO ObUIO IMOYTH HHUYErO NO CpaBHe-
HMI0 ¢ uMcaoM Hop. Ecim, xak Bepun CroMaHHbri Korors,
ruieMsl CHOBa cobupaeTtcsd, ellié Aaneko He Bce U3 HUX Jobpa-
JIUCbh OO 3TOM TBEpAbIHM Ha GoyorTe.

BoeBble 1ecTbl BO3BBILLIATMCH Nepe/ NSITbI0 HOpaMH, 3HaKH
6oeBoit 106MIeCTH CBUCAIM C HUX — He HMTH ¢ 3y6aMH, Kak B
lepeBHE HOPOK, HO pa3BeBalMCh Nepbs WIH pa3HOLBETHBIC
HHMTH H3 Bomopocieil. BouHpl moMormu XKémroit Paxyuike
BCcKapabKaTbcss Ha Ocper: 3TH MocneAHHe HECKOJbKO (yToB
CnoMaHHbI1 Kororb, 0TKa3aBILIMCh OT €ro NOMOLIH, Npeojo-
JieJ1 CaMOCTOATENBHO. JIBOEe NepBLIX M3 OXHIABLUMX NMOCNELWIN
K cobpaty, yTo6bl noaaepXaTbh M NPOBECTH Yepe3 MouTH Oe3-
JIOAHYIO ICPEBHIO K HOpe NnocepeinHe, KoTopast 6buta nobonblue
OCTANIbHBIX, CO CIOXEHHBIMH U3 ITIMHbI GOKaMM, pasyKpallleH-
HOM LIBETHBIMH PHCYHKAMH M C pa3HOLIBETHBIMH OTMETMHAMH
Ha MATKOM MOBEPXHOCTH, NMOTOM Pa3pHCOBAHHBIMM YEPHOM
WIH KpacHoii kpackoii. Kak Ha ckane B ycTbe pyybsi, HEKOTO-
pbl€ U3 OTMETHH NMOOJICK/IM M MOYTH MCYEINH MO BO3AECTBUEM
HEMOrofdbl, OHAaKO MHOTME €lUE SIPKO CBEPKAIH, CJIOBHO HX
caenanu cosceM HemaBHO. M JKénras Pakyluka 3Han, 4o 310
3amIMCH O IUVICMEHH U KJIaHe, M, HaBepHOe, HOpa NPUHALIEXHUT
HE BOXIIO IUIEMEHH, HO TOMY, KTO COOTBETCTBYET paHIy Mara-
3aKJIMHaTeNIsA.

Mumo XKeénroit Pakylixu npoiuén Xakoil-To BOMH, YTOOLI
OTBECTH B CTOPOHY 3aHaBecKy, KoTopasi 6bUla CIUIETEHa M3
cyxux Boaopociieii. 1 606p ocTaHOBWICS Ha HECKOJBKO Ce-
KyHa, no3sonsisi CiioMaHHoMy KorTio ¥ iByM noaaepxX1BaBLINM
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€ro BpIApPAM BOWTH NEpBbIMH. B LIeHTpe HOpbI ObLT Pa3oiOKEH
HeOboJIbLIONH KOCTEpP, OT Hero MOAHMMAIach TOHKAS NoyTybOBa-
Tasi M NPUATHO NMaxHyLIas cTpyiika AbIMKa. C OQHOI CTOpPOHbBI
TpHces1 Ha KOPTOYKaX O4YeHb CTapbiii BblIpa-Xpell, €ro Mopaa
6bL1a nmoyTH Genoii. Korna ronoga ero KayHynach B UX CTOPOHY,
Keénmraa Pakywika yBuaen, YTo y HEro TONLKO OAMH Ia3, a
JApYToii 00e300paxeH AIMHHLIM LIpaMOM, MNpaBia, JaBHO 3a-
xuBLunM. [lepen HuM Haxoanics HeOOMbLIOK LIEPCMOHHMATbH b
6apabaH, caeJaHHBIi M3 NaHULIPA Yepernaxu, ¢ KOXeH M3
CEMTIH, BHICYLIEHHOH M KPEernKO HaTSHYTOii MonepéK NaHLbIpS.
BpeMss OoT BpeMeHM 3TOT CTapblii caMell TUXO ymapsul To
6apabaHy, BbIOMBasi KAKOM-TO LUypLUALIMH 3BYK, CJIOBHO YTO-TO
B 3e¢MJIe HALLUEMTLIBAIO EMy.

JIMuoM K HeMy yepe3 KOCTEpP cuaes caMell-Bblapa NoMoJio-
Xe, OlHaKO U OH 6bL1 Kyna crapiue ronamu CnomanHoro Korra
M AaXe BOMHOB, KOTOpLIE NPUBEJIN CBOETO PaHEHOTO TOBAapHILa
B 3Ty Hopy. Ero masa okpyxXalM HapHCOBAHHBIC YEPHbie
KPYXKH, a Ha IpyaM BHces OMCK U3 KOCTH, ¢ pe3bboli M Takke
Pa3pHCOBAHHLIA — 3HAK BepXoBHOro Boxas. C nepenHeit nanel
CIYCKAJICA Ha MOJ KBAApaT U3 BOAOPOCJIEH, CIUIETEHHBIX BMeC-
Te, C TNepbAMM, BOTKHYTHIMM B 3TO mNepeljeTeHHe,
06pa3oBLIBABLLIMMH pPKOe LEPEMOHHAIBHOE OAESIHME.

Boxuab B3opBajics 6LICTPOi peyblo Ha S3bIKE BbUIP, KOTOPYIO
XKénras Pakywka He CMOr MOHATb, @ NMOTOM NpPOTSHYJ Jlanmy
MoA Kpail CBOEro YCETHHOTO TCPbSIMH ONESHHA M OoCTal
IUTMHHYI0 Tpy6Ky. C NMOMOLUBIO ABYyX KOITEi OH YMENO Bblaep-
HYJI TOpSLLYIO BETOYKY M3 KOCTpa U BCTaBWI €€ B YallleoGpasHyIo
yacTh. OT He€ UCXOAWN OYWIHCThIN 3amax, ¥ OH.MOMoHsUT TPYOKyY
B HANpaBJIeHHUM KpbIWUM HOphl, Heba, CHOBa YKa3aJl €l0 Ha
3eMTI0, TIOTOM Ha BOCTOK, CEBCp, 3anal M 10T, U, HaKOHcl,
npennoxun creoenex XKenror Pakyuike.

OcCTOpOXHO B3fIB €ro nepeiHUMHU JlanaMu, 606p caenan
ryOOKHI BIOX, a MOTOM MeMJIEHHO BbUIOXHYJ, NOBOpayHBasl
TOJIOBY B TOM X€ MOpSIKe, KAK M BOXIb BbUIP, NpeIT0XNBLUIHIH

TPYOKY.
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[epenas TpyOKy HaneBo, B yXe NOXHMAABUIHUECS JIalbl CTapo-
ro Xpeua, KOTOpPbIH NpeKpaTWl CBOM yaapbl no OGapabaHy,
yTOOBI B3AITH €€, BOXIb OBICTPO NPOM3HEC OHA A3bIKE 3HAKOB:

«Hopa InuHHoro 3yb6a — ans Hauwero 6pata. [Tuina u nuTee
JnuHHoro 3yba npuHagiexar W HaueMy Oparty. Ilyctb oH
OTIOOXHET, NMOECT H HANLETCA: C/ed, OCTaBLUMIICA NMO3aay Hero,
ObLT IVIMHHBIA M TPYOHDbIIl».

KoBép M3 Bomopocieil, KOTOpblii CYXW!1 ABEPBIO B HOPY,
CKOJIb3HY/1 B CTOPOHY, KOIZla caMKa, NOYTH Takas Xe crapas
rooaMH, Kak ¥ Oblommii B GapabGaH Xpell, MpHHecaa yYauly,
KOTOpYIO OHa nocTaBwia nepen JKénroii Pakyuikoi, u BMecte
€ Heil — TBHIKBY, KOTOPYIO Tenepb MCMOJb30BAH KaK YalIKy, H3
He€ pacnpoCTpPaHsICA 3anaxX KaKoro-To TYLIEHOINO pacTeHus.
Bo6Op HaK/IOHMJ TOJIOBY K Yallle H OGHapYXWI CBEXYIO OJIbXO-
BYIO KOpY, NPUATHYIO Ha BKYC, BMECTE C JIYKOBHLIAMH BOISTHBIX
pacTeHMH.

[Toka oH e ¥ N1, BEXJIMBO He 3aMeyaeMblii BceMM OCTaTb-
HbiMH, JIiHHBIN 3y6 pasroBapupai co CioMaHHbIM KorreM. A
NOTOM MOJIOZOTO caMla yBeJM €ro Apy3bsl, a BOXIb OCTaICs
CHIETb INepeld KOCTPOM, NPHCTAIBHO paccMaTpMBas ero, u
TpyOKa Tenepb NMOKOWIACh B €ro JiamaX, COBCEM IMOTyXxLuas.
Crapblii Xpel BEpHYJICS K TUXOMY NMOCTYKMBAHHUIO KOITEM IO
HATSIHYTOI Ha MaHLbIpb Yepenaxy puiobell 1Kype.

Ho BOT HakoHCL OH 4TO-TO CKa3an BoXao, ¥ JnuHHLIH 3y6
McIJleHHO KMBHYA. Crapblif caMcl MpOTSIHYA Jaly K Kpalo
KAMHMHA M BbIYIWI FOpCTh ccpoBaTo-6esoro nervia. OH pa3opo-
can ero Hag 6apa6aHoM, 10GaBMB BTOPYIO NOpPCTh K NEPBOiA, TaK
YTO Tenepb cBepxy OapaGaHa nexan TOHKHIA CJI0H NOpoUIKa.

[MotoMm, monoxuB kKaxayio M3 jan no 6okaM 6GapabaHa,
CJIOBHO YTOOBI KpENnKo YACPXHBATb €ro, OH OTKMHY/I Hasal
roJIoBy, TaK YTO €ro cepas Mopaa obpaTwiacb NpsiMo BBepX K
Kpblllle HaJ MX TOJIOBAaMM, M Hayal MOHOTOHHO HamneBaTb YTO-
TO INOJIOCOM, KOTOPbIi 0Ka3a/icsd TOHKMM, CTapbIM U APOXALLHM.
UnHako, Koraa Xpeu npoao/okui, 1o Kénras Pakyuika, npu-
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CJTYLIABLUMCH, TIOHSUI, YTO CJBLILIMT 3aKTMHAHHE MOTYLIECTBEH-
HOIo Mara, KOTOpbIi MOXET YTpaB/sTh BEJIMKUMH cuiaMu. U
no3roMy 606p cuaen CnoKoHHO, He CMesl TOLIEBCIHTLCS.

Kopu NovyBCTBOBa/, KaK KPeNKO OH 3aXAaT, CTaB COBCEM
KpOXOTHO#H d4acTbio 2K€mroii Pakyuiky TaM, OTKyda Henb3s
cbexarb, ¥ 3TO Nyrano MaibyvkKa. Ho Bc€ Xe BMecTe ¢ 3THM
YYBCTBOM MPMIIJIO U NIOHMMaHMe TOro, YTO OH OyAeT NpHCyT-
CTBOBAaTh Ha KaKOH-TO BaXHOW LIEPEMOHMHM, M OH YCTaBWJICH,
KaK M BCce OCTAIbHble, HAa BbLIpY-Mara.

Jpoxaililee MOHOTOHHOE GOPMOTaHMe 3aTHXJIO, M Xpell cle-
JiaJ rmyGOKMiA BOOX, BTSIHYB BO31YX JIETKHUMH, CJIOBHO COOHpasCh
HBIPHYTh B BOOY M OCTaBaThcsl TaM HOJIroe BpeMs. 3agepXaB
AbIXaHHe, OH HAKJIOHWICS Brepén Hall NOKPBITHIM NOPOLUKOM
6apabaHoM. A NMOTOM BLIIOXHYJ M3 JIEMKMX BO3[AyX, NPSIMO Hal
TEIVIOM.

Kopu oxmnan yBuoeTb, KaKk Becb OH HMCYe3HET B obake
neria, 0XHaKo 3Toro He ciryywioch. To, YTo ocTasiocs, o6pa3o-
BaJI0O CTPaHHbIA y30p, OYepTaHMUA, IrpyObie, HO BIOJIHE
npu3HaBaeMble, Kakoii-1o mruupbl. M XKénras Pakywika y3Han
3TOT CWIY3T: OH ObUT NPHMBLIYHBIM JUTS BCEX PEeYHBIX TUIEMEH, H,
HaBepHOe, TaK 00CTOSUIO [1e/10 M € TUIeMEHAMH PaBHMH, XOTH C
HHMMH peyHble HapoAbl MMeENH Mano gea. O1o Obul 3Hak Opna,
Wi ckopee ToreM Opna — I'poM-niTHLa.

HpcBHuit ToTeM, u JL1HHHbINH 3y0 nocMoTpen Ha Kaxaoro,
KMBHY/I, a NMOTOM BOXIb BbUIp 3HaKaMH nepenan Kéntoii
Pakyiuke:

«HbHe Ha peke TBOpSATCS HexopoliMe Beltd. TyT M Tam
MosIBNSAIOTC HOpKH. OHM coBeplialoT Haberd, 3axBaTblBAlOT
TUIGHHMKOB, M BCEFNa nepel HUMM, WINMHOHS, JIETAT BOPOHBLI.
IepenBuralorcs Kro-To eil€, BOZMOXHO, OyXH; HO KTO BHIHT
HIyXOB, 3a MCKIIOYEHHMEM TeX ClyyaeB, KOIZa BHIMIUb COH,
BBI3BaHHBIM KonnoBcTBoM? Jlnd Takux, Kak Mbl, He Myapo
CMOTpeTb Ha MYTH crefioBaHUsA AyxoB. Ho Bcé xe Mamensio-
LM¥ics — OMHOBPEMEHHO M AyX, Y 1otk Hapona, 1 10, 4TO OH
ZelaeT, MOXeT Ham/leyb Ha BceX Hac Goybluyio Oeay. Mbl He
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3HaeM, 4TO OH JenaeT. ['oBOpAT, YTO Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMs
OH NPUAET, YTOOLI B3ATh BIACTh Han MHMpoM, U Hapon craHer
paboM, ec Mbl BLDKHBEM. XOTS1 pabaMy KOro — Mbl He 3HaeM;
BO3MOXKHO, 3/IbIX Ayx0oB. HaBepHoe, Tenepp HacTano To BpeM4,
KOIZa OH CMOXET BbIMOJHUTb 3T0. U MBI HE MOXEM CKa3aTb,
HaWOETCA M KTO-HUOYOb, JOCTATOYHO CWIbHBIM, YTOOBI Npo-
THBOCTOATh Mi3MeHsoeMycs, U KOro Mbl MOIJIH Obl NPU3BATh.

Ho u3 Bcex Hac Opé€n XMBET M JieTaeT BbIllie BCEro, OH

6mpxe Bcex K Mupy Hebec. M ecnn oH noMoxer HaMm, Toraa...»

" 3aKOHYMTB OH TaK M He YCTIe/: B 3TOT MOMEHT CTapblii Xpell
u3nan peskuid KpukK. Kénras Pakywka Tak 6bL1 noriouicH
CNOBAaMH BOXIS1, YTO MPHUCTAILHO CMOTPE] TOJIbKO Ha roBopsi-
LMe Janbl BbUAPBI, W TEMepb B3APOTHYN U OpoCcWI ObICTPbIA
B3IJ1510 Ha JIMLIO roBopuBuiero. [Totom pesko nNoBepHy’ rojoBy
M YBHIEN, YTO CTaphlif camell NMPUCTAILHO PasIIsAbIBAET €ro,
XKeénryio Pakywky, usy4as npuuwioro 6o6pa.

B 3TOT MOMCHT 3allieBeIWTHCDh CKPIOYMBLLHECS JIaNbl Xpela,
ZpoXa, He TaK 6ecrokoiiHo, Kak aansl JInuHHoro 3y6a, ogHako
C TOii Xe RIACTHOCTBIO, YTO M Y BOXIA.

«3Hak HMamensouicrocs Ha 1ebe! Thl npucyTcTBYEUIb 30€Ch
— M Tbl He 606p'»

Kopy He 3Hal HYXHOro 3HakKa, OfIHaKo ero Jamnel 606pa
3aIBUTAJIHCh B OTBETE, KOTOPLIH OpL1 NMpaBaMB.

«i ectb 1, M 7 He coBceM 00Op. OnHako, — MoTopoITWiICS
N06aBUTL OH, — s HE Bpar».

«Jla, He Bpar, — cornacuicsi Bbuipa-mar. — Tel Apyr ans
Hac, g BceX, KTo nporHBoctouT MaMensnowemycs. Cyaii
BHHMATEbHO: €CJIM Thl OOHApYXWib YTO-TO, YTO MOBEPTHET
ero, To, MOXeT, Tebe yaacTcs pasfe/uTh cebs M3 cooblecTsa
606pa-c-OpyTHM CHOBa Ha MOJIHOCTbIO 6oOpa M MOJHOCTLIO
Ipyroro, a notoMy ornpannsiiicss k Opny. U6o 3rto cyuiecTso-
noyx, 1 Opén 3HaeT Gosblie, YeM MbL... Mn, Moxer, e1u€ BopoH
3Haer, BopoH, 4Ybd TaHLyOLlass My3blKa COTpSICAacT BO3AYX,
KOTOpbI MOET NMECHU-0-MOIYLUECTBEHHON-CWIE A TVIEMEHH
Opnan.
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Kopu Op11 OXBayeH HETEpIICHUEM.

«Bbl nmMeere B BHay Opna... OH CMOXET BEpHYTb MEHS
obparHo?» :

Ho Bbiapa-Mar nokayaj rojioBoi.

«Tomexo UameHsoumiicss MoXeT M3MeHsTb. OnHaKo ecTb
crnocoObl, TYTH, CWIbI MOTYILCCTBA, 4TOObl 3aCTaBUTh €rO...
nopoii. 1 or BopoHa, xoTopblii obnajaeT. cunoif ayxa, Tbl,
BO3MOXHO, CMOXELIb Y3HATb TO, YTO SIBUTCS KOILEM U151 OXOThI
Ha M3MeHsiolerocs».

«Mpb1 nocsutaeM Tpyoky Opiny, — Tenepb 3aroBopwi JauH-
Hblit 3y0, ¥ ero KOrTv cBepKaid B CBETe KOCTpa, KOTAa JIalbl
3aweBewinck. — Ecnu Thl Xoyelib, TO MOXellb OTNPaBHUTLCS
BMeCTe ¢ HecylUMMH TpyOKy. Mbl B GonbluoM ponry y Te6s 3a
To, yTo Thl NpuBEN CnoMaHHoro Korrg Hazal, oIHaKo 3TO MyThb
ZyXa, H TIOTOMY IO HEMY He CTOMT CJIelOBaTh, €CJIM K TOMY He
npu3bIBaeT Gosbuias HeooxoauMocTs. [1paBaa, eciu Thl cunTa-
€llib, YTO TaKasd HEOOXOAUMOCTDb €CTb, TO OTTIpAB/ISANCA BMecTe
C HallMMM JIIOAbMU B TOpbI»,

«[la», — oTBeT XKEnTol Pakywmiku 6bu1 OBICTPBIM U YBEPEH-
HBIM.

«Toraa otaoxHHM, — 3HAKOM Mepeaan Bblapa-mar. — H6o
MyTb NPEACTONT JOJIrMid ¥ TpyaHbIA. Y norpebyeTcst BpeMs s
3aKNMHAaHHUA TpyOKH. ByayT necHu M TaHLbI CWIbI, YTOObI OHa
OBUI2 TOTOBA LU1ISI UCTO/IL30OBAHHSI».

bobpy ykazanu Ha KWITy TpaBbl — JIOXe B 3alHeH 4acTu
HOpBI BOXASA, YTOObI OH OTAOXHYJ TaM, M OH C GJIAarofapHOCTLIO
CBEpDHYJICS TaM KIyOKOM, HAacTOJILKO YCTaBLUMM, YTO yXe He
MOT AepXaTb IJ1a3a oTKpbIThIMH. Ho Koraa oH npopanuBaics B
COH, TO CNpocWa cebsi, YTO €CJIM 4YeJIOBEK Ipe3UT B CBOEM
POOHOM MMpe — KaK 3TO NOJDKHO Obuio npoucxoaunts ¢ Kopy,
— TO KaK MOXHO CINaTh B COOCTBEHHOM cHe?

Ero pa36ynnn Kakoi-To 3ByK, M HECKOJIbLKO MTHOBEHHUH OH
He Mor BCIIOMHMTb, Ile HaXOQHTCHl, OOQHAKO cyxas, NPUSITHO
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MaxHyliasl TpaBa 1ol HOCOM H TEJIOM, KOTa OH lleBe/IbHYJICH,
3alIypliana, OTYero MaTbYMK TYT Xe Bc€ BcnioMHwl. UTak, coH
BCE ell€ NpoAoIKaeTcs, ¥ OH Mo-npexHeMy 606p XKérras
Pakyuika; eMy He noTpeboBaloch IJISLIETh Ha Jiambl, KOTOpbIE
GbUIM €50 pyKaMu, WIH Ha MCX CBOETO TeJia, YToObl yOoeaUThCs
B 3TOM.

Kopn nosepHyn ronopy. Crapniii caMeu-Bblipa OTJIOXWI B
CTOpPOHY CBOIi 6apaGaH W npucen Ha KOPTOYKHM, CKOPYMBLIHCD,
y koctpa. [lepen HMM nexana MeTENKa CBA3aHHBIX BMecTe
PEMEILIKOB, Ha KOTOpble ObUIM HaHM3aHbl Oychl Cpe3aHHbBIX
BOZIOPOCJIEH M CeMsIH, a TaKXKe Kycouku nepne. Han sceM sTum
BblApa-Mar AepXajl NOLHATHIMH NepeldHMe Jambl, U XKénras
Pakyllka NoHs1, YTO 3TO MaruMyeckas CyMKa, a 3HaYuT, OOHH
M3 ero xossieB obnagaer BeqMKON cwioil. Yacth 3T0# cWibl
Terepb BXxoawia B BbLApy-Mara. OH MOHOTOHHO 3aKIMHa/1, HO
OYeHb THXO U Ha si3blKe Bbulp, KoTopbiii Kénras Pakyuika He
MOHHMMAJ. .

KoHYHKaMH KOTITeii cTapblii caMell-BblIpa pazfioXw! BOKPYT
M Hal co6oil pasyKpallleHHYIO CBfI3KY COCAHHEHHBIX BMeCTe
PbIObMX LIKYP, ¥ Hald 3THM €lUE€ OAHO TUIETEHHE M3 TPaBhl,
KOTopoe ObUIO SIPKO pACTIMCAHO KPAackoii U 3HaKAMH MOTYILLEC-
TBa U3 pa3sHOLBeTHOH IIMHBIL. [locsie yero oH BCTaln, ¢ KaKOH-TO
HEYKITIOXeCTbIo, OYATO ollylias CHILHYIO 6oJb M 3aTpayuBas
MHOTO CI1, 4ToObl NPHKPENHUTh METENIKY 0OpaTHO Ha NnepeBsi3b,
CBMCABLUYIO C KPBILIH HOPBL.

CHoBa TNpHceB Ha KOPTOY!M, Xpell CHIeN, clerka Kacasch
TepeTHUMH JIaTIaMH CBOeH Ipyay, TMXO 4TO-To Hanepasi. OnHa-
KO OH He Xzan noJmo. JIBepb-3aHaBecKy OTKMHYJIH B CTOPOHY,
¥ nosswicst Jnunubiii 3y0, Hecsi INTHHHBIA CBEPTOK, pacKpa-
LIEHHbIA HaNOJIOBUHY KPAaCHLIM, HaNOJIOBUHY YEPHLIM LIBETOM,
TaK yro JKénraa Pakyluka moHsu1, YyTo 3TO ToXe Maruyeckas
BeLlb.

3a HMM CJieIoM BOLWIM €lil€ JBe BbLUIPbI-BOMHA, M KAXKIbIA
Héc 60eBOH LIECT, KOTOPBIii OH BOH3WI B 3eMJIIO TNieped KOCT-
POM CO CTOpPOHbI, IIe ObUIO €ro MecTo.
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Boxnb nosioXun cBOIO CBA3KY Ha pa3yKpalleHHblif KOBPHK
M pa3BsA31 NEPBYIO U3 0OEPTOK, B TO BpeMsl KaK Bce OHU YTO-
To GopMoTanu HapacneB. Bropas o06€pTka oka3asach
XEITTO-CHHEH, TPETb — BCSI KPAacHOIA, a Noc/enHss1 — 6enoi,
M Kaxayio JInHHbii 3y0 pa3Bsa3biBal ¢ BeJMYalillielt 3a60TOI.
A NnoTOM Ha cBeT 00bsSBUNAch W TPyOKa.

310 6bUTa TPYOKa WIS OCOOBIX LiepeMOHMIA, O4YeHb cTapas,
Kak noHsn XKeénran Pakywika. E€ yauleyka 6b11a H3roToB/ICHA
M3 KPacHOTO KaMHSl, KOTOPbIii C NOTPSICAIOLLEH TEPTIETHBOCTHIO
BbLIONIGWIM TaK, YTOOBI TOT MpPHHSANA GOPMY rOJIOBbI BbLADBL
JUTHHHYIO pYKOSITh YKpalllaid BOIOPOC/IH, ceMeHa-6ychbl, ¥ OHa
6bL1a BBIKpallleHa B YEPHDIN LIBET.

Korna Tpy6ky ocBoboawin oTo Bcex 0GEPTOK, cTapblii Mar
HaKIIOHWICS Bnepén, YToObl B3ATh €€ B CBOM CMOpLIWBLUHECS
JIaImbl ¥ Iepenarts eif iy, KoTopas BTeKaia B Hero M3 Marmyec-
Ko cBsi3ku. Kopu 3aMeTn, 4yro Xpell Goblie He Kacajics e€,
KaK M HHMKTO M3 OCTIbHBIX BbUIp, Bimodast JInuHHoro 3yba.
Yepe3d HECKOALKO MHHYT BOXAb CHOBAa 3aBEPHYN TPYOKy B
06EPTKH, KOTOpbIe CBOOOAHO JIEXANIM Noj HeH, — OOHa, IBe,
TpH, ueTblpe. Koraa mnocneaHss 6bula Han€XHO 3aBsA3aHa,
BOXAb YJIOXHI BCE 3TO B SLUMK, NMOKPBITHIA XUPHOH phIObeH
LUKYpO#, — TIOCJIEAHIO0 3alUUTy Mis cBEPTKA. U K sumky ObL1
npuaenaH peMeHb i1 HOLIEHMsl, TaK YTO Y TOro, KTO €ro
MOHECET, NaMnbl OCTAHYTCA CBOOOMHBIMM.

Kénras Pakywixa npuscTan, Tpasa ero Jioxa 3allypliajia, u
3BYK 3TOT NOKa3aJicsl 0YeHb FPOMKHMM B HOpe, TA€ YXe nepecra-
JIM THXO HaneBaTb. CTapblii Mar NpoLLE, pacKayMBasick, o6paTHO
K JIOXY TI0 CBOIO CTOPOHY OT KOCTPa U CBEPHYJICS TaM KITyOKOM,
CJIOBHO Bcsl 3Ta paGoTa ype3BbIYAMHO HMCTOLUWIA BCC 3amnachl
€ro 3HepruMm.

«ConHLe M COH MMeN Thl 3lech, 6paT, — 3HaKOM nepenan
Jnuuneiit 3y6 XKeénroit Pakyuike. — Tl cefiyac cebs Xxopoliuo

YyBCTBYEWIb?»
«[la, Mnaniumii 6part. Sl roTOB K MyTEWECTBUIO N0 TPONeE».
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«A Tpoma XZET TeX, KTO NOHECET TpyOKy, — OTBETWI
JnuHHblit 3y6. — [loewb M3 HalUMX 4Yall, Hamehcsa U3 HaumMxX
3anacoB, OpaT, a MOTOM OTTpamifiics ¢ Haleil 61arocK/ioH-
HOCTBIO».

OH, J0/MKHO ObITh, cAeNaN KAKOH-TO 3HAK WIM M34an 3BYK,
KoTopblif 2Kérras Pakylika He 3aMeTIWI: TyT Xe BHOBb Bolwia
cTapasl XCHILIMHA C Yyalllei, OT KOTOpOH MCXOaWa nap, U HOBOM
CBSI3KOM BOASSHUCTBIX KOpHeil M onbXxoBoi Kopbl. U XKeénras
Pakyuika cnen Bc€, 4TO CMOr 3amMXHyThb B cebs, 3Has, 4TO
XOPpOILIO OTNPABRIATLCS B JOJIOE IMyTelIeCTBUE, HACBITHBLUMCH
IO OTB&JIa: 3THM OH OKA3bIBAJ YECTh XO3SIHHY HOPLI

Onu BLICTYNTWIH Ha 3akate. Hecymmmu TpyOKy oKa3asIMCh
Te caMmble BOMHbI, KOTOpbie Y4acTBOBAJIM B LIEpEMOHUHU B HOpe
BOXIsl, TOJILKO Tenepb ¢ MX Mexa 6bU1a CMbITA LiepeMOH MAIbHasA
Kpacka, U OHM LUIM, HMes TOJIbKO 3alMTHble Oelble Kpyru
BOKP)YT IV1a3 4 Ha rpebHe y n16a. He GbU10 y HHMX M KOMMii: aaxe
HOPKHM JOJDKHBI YBAXAaTh BParoB, NMyTELLECTBYIOLMX C Maruyec-
KOii TpYOKOI¥A, YTOOBI, NOIHSIB JIAITy Ha TAKHX ITyTeLIeCTBEeHHHKOB,
He BbI3BaTb THEB BCEX NYXOB Ha cebsl.

2Kémraa Pakylika nonowuén X Hope, rae nexan CloMaHHBIH
Kororb, ero paHbl ObUIM MNOKpPBITHI JieYeOHbBIMU TIPA3bI0 M
pacTreHusiMH. Mononoit BOMH, YbM IJIa3a TOTYCKHENHM H3-3a
JIMXOpalJKH, C TOPSYMM XeJaHHEM MOCMOTpes Ha 0obpa.

«41... Gbl... 51 TOXC MOT Obl... OTTIPABUTLCA... IO 3TOi TPOIeE...»
— MPOCHUIHAIMWI OH MEAIEHHbIMHM ABMXXEHUSAMH CBOEil HEMoB-
PeXOEHHOI Narbl.

«4 310 3Hal0, OpaT, — oTBeTcTBOBaN XKeénras Pakyuika., —
Ho ecny B 310T pa3 Thbl H He OTTIpaBJIsAeLILCA TI0 3TO# TPOrne, TO
Oyaer ApyToM pa3, KOraa Thl CMOXELUIb. 3Hall Xe, MexXny To6oi
M MHOH — KpOBb M KIATBa, H Mbl — KaK JBa LIEHKA OQHOTIO
NOMETa». _

«370... NpaBaa... ¥ Mbl BMeCTe BbIIEM HAa TPONYy BOMHEI
NIPOTHB HOPOK'»

XKénraa Pakyuika KuBHyn.
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«[la, OpaT MOH, AyXH XeaaloT 3TOroh

Tpoe nokuHynIM GONOTO MO BOXHOMY- KAHATY, HACTOJBLKO
3apoclieMy BOAOPOC/SIMH M KycTapHMKaMmH, 4ro Kénaraa Pa-
KYLIKAa JOrajajicsi, YTo ero CKphblBalOT HaMepeHHo. Mecramu
npoxoA ObUT TAKUM Y3KMM, YTO Teslo 606pa eaBa NMpOTUCKMBA-
Jiocb MeX OecperaMy, ONHAaKO BbUIPbl TNPOCKAIL3BIBAIH 0e3
TpyAa.

Ew€ 1o HacTyTuIcHHS 3apH OHM OKA3aIMCh JANieKo OT 6010~
Ta ¥ Npo6UPATIUCh N0 MECTHOCTH, NPEACTARISIOLIEH 6ObILIYIO
OMAaCcHOCTb M NOpOCLIEeii JiecaMH, HANpaBIIACk K pydblo, KOTO-
pBiii Jo/DKeH Obul mpMBecTM MX K ropaMm. Ero cnyrtHuxu,
noxoxe, ObUIM TakK yBepcHbl B Tpone, uTo JKénraa Pakyiuka
ciacnoBal 3a HUMM 6¢3 pasgyMuii. OQHAKO OHHU ULIM €O Bcei
OCTOPOXHOCTBIO CKBO3b JleC, NOEB, TNpeXae YeM BCTYTNIMTb Ha
3Ty ONACHYIO TEPPUTOPHIO, H3 COAEPNKHUMOro CYMOK M3 pPhIOLHX
WKyp, rae Haxomwica wandeld M ApPyTHe CWILHO MNaxHyllue
pacTeHHsl, BMcCTe C MAcjoM, YToObl CKpLITH MX 3anax oT
XMLUIHHUKOB.

OnuH pa3 UM NPHILJIOCH CHIPSTATbCH, TCCHO NPHXABLUWCh
IpYT K OPYTY, B Oyruic 6peBHa, 3apocliero KOpHSMH, cliels 3a
TeM, KaKk MUMO npoxoawna myma. OHa TiXO pbrdaia npo cebs
K, xota Xeénras Pakyuixa He NMOHMMan f3bIKa GOJBUIYLLIMX
KOLEK, OH MOT JorajarTbcs, YTO Ta, JOJDKHO ObITh, HeylayHO
OXOTWIaCh YTPOM M Ternepb HamepeBaslach KOMIICHCHPOBATh TOT
npomax. Ho To nn mopaeiicTBoBana oTTAnKMBalollas raxocTh,
KOTOpOil nmponaxiyn MX Tesa, TO JIM OKa3all CBOIO CWIYy AyX
TPYOKM, HO 3eJIEHbIE I71a3a He MOBEPHYINChL B MX CTOpoHy. U
CMepTb Ha YEeTBIPEX Jlanax Npouia MUMO U ylUTa NpoYyb OT TOTo
MecTa, IIe OHU CHIACIU B YKPBITHH.

XKénrag Pakywmika BApYr MOHsUI, YTO €My TPYAHO HUATH
BPOBEHb C BbUIpaMH, XOTS OHM ONYCTWIMCDH Ha YeTbIpe Nanbl.
Onu Gexanu, To CyTyNsch, TO pa3rubasicb, B TO BpeMsl KaK OH
C TpYIOM INepelBUIAICA, HEYKIIoXe Liapkas HoramMH. U oH
3Hal, YTO 3a0CPXMBACT OTPsl, XOTS MOCJaHLUbl HHUYEro He
TOBOPWIN OO 3TOM.
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Jlec cruiolwlb NMOKpBIBAI TNMOAHMMABLUMMICS BBEPX CKIIOH, H
OHM HaINpaBWINCh B CTOPOHY 3THUX BbLICOT. Kop# BApYT NOHsLN,
YTO CJIBILUMT 30B KaKOii-TO BOPOHbI, KaK BO BpeMs MX Gercrsa
no pcke. B To Xe caMoe BpeMsi OH OCO3Hall, YTO BHAUT BOKPYT
cebs Gonmblue, yeM 3aMeyan Ao 3toro. CMoOTpeTb Ha MHp
rnasaMy JKénroi Pakyliku — oKa3anoch ACHCTBHTEIIBHO BH-
JICTb HOBbIt MMp. HecMoOTps Ha TO, YTO OaNbLHOCTb BUAECHMS
orpaHMYMBaach GJIM30CTHIO K YPOBHIO 3¢MJIH, aXe NpPH CpaB-
HMTE/TbHO OOJBLIOM pa3Mepe Tena 606pa, ocTpora 3peHus Npu
3TOM OBbLIAa HAMHOTIO BbIllE, YeM Y MabYyHKa.

OHnn Gosblile HEe OCTAHARIMBAIIUCDH, YTOObI ITOECTDb; €A Y HUX
daxTyeckn KoHunnack. XKénras Paxylika Héc TONbKO KOMbBE,
xotopoe CiioMaHHBI Korots HacTosiTeIbHO NMOCOBETOBANI EMY
B3SITb C COBOIf, OHO ObLTIO KOpouye M Jierye TeX, KaKUMH OH
MOJIL30BAJICS IO 3TOrO, HO ¢ OYeHb OCTPbIM OCTpMEM. A y ero
JIBYX CITYTHHKOB — TONbKO TpYOKa B 00EpPTKAX, B CBOIO OYepedb
HecoMasl Ha peMHe, NepeKHHYTOM Yepe3 IUIeyo.

Ha paccBeTe OHM BLILLTM U3 Jleca Ha Kpalo JIOLMHBI, a
HIDKe, B KaHbOHe, Gexan pydeii, KoTopblii OHHM HcKatH. [TyTHu-
KH OCTOPOXHO CNYCTHIMCh MO XOJMY, H BCE TpOE C
6n1arofapHOCTbIO 6POCWINCH B BOAY, M BbLIPHI TYT X€ Hayaslu
NepeBOpaYyMBaTh KAMHHU B TOMCKAX JIIOOMMOIO JIaKOMCTBA —
PaKos.

XKeénmras Pakywka He Obul Tak ymawinB. EMy ocraBanoch
TOJLKO HaJesITbCH, YTO BlEpcaAH MM NOMNaaETcsl YTo-HHUOYIb,
YTO HANOJHMT €ro MycTod Xeaynok. Mim xe, ecnu Bblapbl
IUIaHUPYIOT OTAbIXaTh AHEM, a MTELIECTBOBATb HOYbIO, MOXET,
€My YAacTCs UCCNe0BaTh pyyer BHU3Y MO TEYEHUIO U BEPHYTDb-
cs Hasal.

OH 3HakOM 3ajan Bompoc, M Oosiee crapuiMii M3 BbUP
oTBeTW1. Bnepean Mx Xaan 3aIMBYMK C KPYTbIMHM OTKOCAaMH,
ecyiM 6eper TaM ewwé He paspywiwics. Passeq4uku U3 AepeBHH
JaBHO CHENIaM 3TOT 3a/IMB MECTOM OTAbIXa. UTO Xe Kacaercs
MNOKCKA NMHUIUN BHU3Y MO TEYEHHIO PEKHU... HABEPHOE, CO CTOpO-
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Hbl XKeénrol Pakywrku Obuto 6b1 G1aropasyMHBIM NMOMNBITATLCA
OCYLIECTBHUTb 3TO. Briepeau MM BCTpeTHTCS cOBCEM HEMHOIO
PACTHTE/TbHOM MMHILLUM, U OH MOXET OCTaThCA NOJIOAHBIM, TaK KaK
He criocobeH pa3lesMTh C HUMH HX JOOBIYY.

3anMB GaronoydHo cOXpaHWICS, M BbUIPH! IOPKHYJIM B €10
TeHb, BbUIEXIH W3 BOABI M INPHHSUIMCh KATAaThCSl Ha Iosoce
necka, BbITHpas cBoii Mex. 2Kénras Pakylika octopoxHo ors-
JeJicsi, OTMeYasi B CO3HaHHMH NpuMeThl 3Toro Mecta. [locne ycro
CHOBA HBIPHYJ B BOAy, Ha 3TOT pa3 MOIUILIB BHU3 110 TEYCHUIO
py4bs.

HekoTopoe BpeMsi HHMYEro, KpoMe CKAJIMCTBIX CTEH, He
BCTpEYaioch, ¥ roJIof €ro cTal ewé G6oblie, MOTOMY YTO Y HETo
MOSIBWICS CTPaX, YTO NPUAETCS COBEPLUMTDb AOJITMIA MyTb Ha3ak
HaTomak. Ho HakoHell OH BbILIEN M3 TECHHMHBI MEXAY CKaa-
MM, KOTOpbie 00pa30BbIBAIM KaK Obl BpaTa, M 32 HUMH YBHIEI
HeOoNbLIOoI JTyT.

OneHp QLIPKHYN H yAapW1 KOMBITAMH, NOTPEBOXECHHLIH ero
nosiBieHHeM Ha Gepery, Korna 606p HanpaBwics K HEIUIOXOH
rpyrme HB. B paHHeM yTpeHHeM HebGe He BMOHO ObUIO YEPHBIX
KpPBbUILEB, ¥ OH TOMNOJ3 OT BOABI, HajesCh HAHTH YTO-HUOYIb
cebe Ha 3aBTpak.

B KOHLe KOHLIOB €My YyOaloch HaecThCs OO OTBajia, XOTH
M1lIa OKa3ajiach NoXyXe, 4eM B nepeBHe Bbuap. K ToMy Xe
MocJie 3TOr0 OH Hape3an cebe KYCKM KOpbl, KOTopble OyneT He
CJIMLIKOM TPYOHO HECTH, H CBSI3QJl MX BMECTE KPENMKMMH KOp-
HaAMH. [IOMHsA o npeaymnpeXIeHHW BbLIP, OH TMOAYMaJs, YTO
npeaycMOTpHUTeIbHee OyIeT MOHecTH ¢ coboit eny B rophl, H OH
HaZesUICsl, YTO 3TOro KOJIMYECTBA OKAXETCS HOCTATOYHO.

Coenxa c opnamu

Korna oHM BBICTYNIWIM B NyTb NOCJE HAaCTYIUIEHHMs TEMHO-
Tbl, K€nTas PaKyllKa rnoHsu1, YTO CBA3KA KOPbl CWIbHO MELUAeT
€My, OIHaKO Yepe3 HEKOTOpOoe BpeMsl, KOrda OHH yXe NMpOLLIH
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[AaJeKo BBEpX MO TEYEHHIO Py4bs, MOCNE TOro, KAK MM ABAXIbI
NPHMXOOWIOCh BLIOMPATLCS U3 BOAbI, YTOOBI OOOMTH HebosbIIME
BoAonaabl, OH ObL1 paag TOMY, YTO 3aXBaTWl IHILIY: BOKPYT
TSHyNach MyCTbIHHAsA 3¢MJIsl, TOJible CKaIbl M KAMHH, 3eJIeHb
NoYTH He nomnagaiack. Ecam 3aeck yro-mbo M pocno, 10 310
6bL1 TONBKO CKPIOYEHHBIH MOA BCTPOM Kelp WIH YTO-HHOYOb
noaobHoe, YTO He roAUTCS B MULLY 451 606pa.

PaccaeT 3actan ux BbICOKO B ropax, M MpsMoO Iepel HUMH
BO3BbIIAICSl TMraHTCKul NUK. Bouipsli — KpacHas 'onosa u
KamenHas Hora — 3HakamMM NoOKa3ajl, YTO 3TO H €CTb UX LieMb
M MM NpUnETcs BbIOpaThcsl M3 pydbsl M KapabKaTbCsl BBEpPX MO
CTCcHe, YTOOBI JOCTHYL 3eMJIH IUIEMEHH OpJIOB.

CHoOBa OHM HaLWIM YOCXKHILUE Ha CBeToe BpeMA OHA. XKén-
Tass Pakymika 3KOHOMHO TpaTWI CBOIO €Oy M YBHIEN, YTO
BbLIPbI MOCNEJOBANIN €10 NMPUMEPY: NOOXOTHBLINCh HAa PAKOB,
OHM noWiMan Gorbllle, YeM ChesiH, a OCTABLUMXCS NepeBI3aTH
PEMHSMH M3 pbIObe LUKypbI.

«'ne Haxonstcss Hopul OpnoB?» — mokasan 3HakaMH XKeén-
Tas Pakywka, Koroa BblIpbl BEPHYIHUCh C 3THM 3aMacoM €bl.
«BBepx, BBepx M BBepX...» — orBeTHn KpacHaa lNonosa.

«[ToiinéM no Tpone?»

«TonbKo YacTb MyTH, a NMOTOM NPOCHTHAIMM KOCTPOM, —
ato yxe KameHHas Hora peummn orseruts. — Korama Opén
TOBOPHT C HAMM, OH OTTIpaRNIseT CBOMX BOMHOB, YTOOBI OHH
NMPOHECH HAC OCTaBLUYIOCA YAacTb MyTH».

Xeénroit Pakyluke Bcé 310 He noHpaswiochk. Korna semis
WIHN BoJa CyIHMT Ge3omacHocTh nol Toboii, 3To oaHo. A Korza
TeO yHOCHMT B HEOO KAKOW-TO OpEJl, KOTOpPbIA, BO3MOXHO,
BOBCE He IPY>XECTBEHHO OTHOCHTCA K Tebe, TO 3TO COBEPLIEHHO
npyroe. OnHaKo OH He CKa3aJ 3TOro CBOMM CITyTHMKAM: NOXO-
Xe, NMOJET 6bL1 06bMMHBIM criocoboM nocelueHUs UMH OpioB —
ecau oHH Berpeyastuch ¢ Opnamu ao 3roro. Ho écnu aaxe ero
CNYTHHKHM ¥ He NOObIBAJIM TaM CaMH, TO KTO-TO U3 HX AEPEBHH,
[OJDKHO ObIThb, Aenan 310, MHaye Obl OHM He OLUTH HACTOJLKO
yBepeHbl B TOM, KakK A00paThcs B noaHeGeche.
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Bobp cHoBa ycHyn. Ho npocHysBuiKch B 3TOT pa3, 2Kénras
PakyllIka NpHUMOOHSI TONOBY, INPHCIYLUMBAAChL: OH He ObUl
yBEpEH, HO KAKOe-TO CTPaHHOC YYBCTBO TOBOPHJIO €MY, YTO
OHM TpOE B 3TOH JIOLUMHE MeXOy OByMSl CKaJlaMH HE €IMH-
CTBEHHbIE, KTO CTpeMMICS B CTOpPOHY IOp, YTO M ApyTHe
>KMBOTHBIE — WIH TBapH — NPUXOIAT Cloa C KAKOH-TO LEIbIO.
OnHako, KaK OH HM BCMaTpHMBaJICS, HH MpPHUCIYLUMBYICS, Ha-
npsras yuy, nbiTasich pacc/blliaTh TO, YTO HE MOT YBUAETb, BCE
OBUIO BITYCTYIO, €CJIM HEe CYHTaTh TOrO, YTO ABA pa3a MHMO
NpOJIETENI0 KAKOe-TO HaceKoMOoe [Ja OQHaXIbhl NTHULIA HHU3KO
npoMyaziach Haa BOIOM, Nnpasia, 6e3 YEPHLIX NMEPLEB.

OH 4YyBCTBOBI cebsi HECMOKOIHO, KAK M BbUIPbLL. JIBAXKAbI
KamenHasa Hora, craplunii M3 ero CiyTHHKOB, BbICKAJIb3bIBAI
M3 MX pacllieJIMHbl B BONY, HO He BCIUIbIBAJl Ha MOBEPXHOCTD,
BBIOPOCHB BBEPX 3aHIOI0 HOTY, IPUKA3bIBAsi UM TOXE JBUIaThb-
csl BIepél, Kak 3To 6bUIo B obblMae ero knaHa. OH Mcyesa,
HBIPSisl C TAKOH PEeLUMMOCTDIO, CIOBHO COOMpAICSl CKPLITLCS U3
BUAY B oqHH MHUT. O0MH pa3 OH OTNPaBWICS BHU3 M0 TEYEHHIO,
Ipyroii pa3 — BBepX, M 06a pa3a BCKOpe BO3BpAlLAICs, 3HAKA-
MH coofliasi, YTO B peKe HeT HUyYero, Kpome pbibrl. OHM
NpPOAO/DKATM HabmogaThb 3a 3eMIEH, HO He OTBAXHMBAUIHUCH
OTOMTH OT py4bsl, IOTPYXasich B KOPOTKHI COH MO ouyepenw,
ONHMH TNpPH 3TOM BCerJa ocTaBajics Ha CTpaxe.

C HacTyIUIeHHEM CyMepeK OHM BCE-TAKM OCTABWIM BOOY M
HayalM 3aKTIOYHTENLHYIO YacTh CBOCTO MYyTELIECTBHS MO To-
paM. KapabkaTbcsi mo KaMHsIM OKa3aloch Kyaa TpyAHee H
McIJIEHHee; KaK BbuIpaM, TaK M 600py 3To He HpaBWIoch. Tyuu
3aKPbUIH OCTABIIYIOCS HE3AaTEMHEHHYIO YacTh CEpPOroO BeYepHe-
ro Heba M, Ka3anochb, CTATUBAJIMCh TYTMM KOJIBLIOM BOKpYT
BEpUIMHbI TOpBbl, Ha KOTOPYI0 OHM B3GHMpanuch. BHesanno
HajeTen NOXAb, CWIBHBIH, XOTb M HCHOJAIMH, TaK YTO UM
NMPULWIOCH MpSTATLCA NMOA YKPBITUEM, Ie OHM MNEPEXAATU €ro
APOCTh, MOKA MOPBIBLI BeTpa HE CTHXIH, U TOJIbKO TOIa OHH
CMOI/IM TMepeceyb OTKPBITOE NMPOCTPAHCTBO Ha CBOMX GedHBbIX
HM30UTHIX J1anax.
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Bcrnibnky MONHUM ObUIM IpKMMHM H PE3KMMH.

I'poM-nruia. Cosnanue 2XKémroit Pakyixu Hapucopaio
CTPaHHYI0 KapTHHY W1 KopH: rMraHrckas NTulla, cHaeBLIas
Ha BepllMHe ropbl WIH pa3sMaxMBaBlliasi KpbUIbSIMH B ofiakax
HajJ HeH, BLICTpENIMBAs CTPYH OTHS M3-TNOJ LIMPOKO pacrpoc-
TEPTHIX B HeGe KpbLIbEB.

Bo BpeMs onHOJ Takoil BCMBIIKK OH yBHAen, yTo KameH-
Has Hora rpssbio noMasan cBolo MopAly NOA I71a3aMH, Y TIOHSI,
YTO 3TO Mepa NpeAOCTOPOXHOCTH BOMHA-BbUIPHI, KOTOPYIO
noxapwia eMy 3emas. U roroa 2Kénras Pakyiuxa Toxe BBITSHYN
Nlamy, 4YToObl NMOCKPECTH B MAJCHBKOH pacllie/IMHe MOJ BaTy-
HOM, 3aXBaTHTh JHOCTaTOYHO BJIAXHOM 3eMJIM M NpodenaTh co
CBOMM JIHLIOM TO Xe€ CaMoe: 3¢MIsl OTJIMYHO MPOTHBOCTOSUIA
CHJIe BeTpa M BOIbl, @ NPUHATb 3TH MeEpbl 3alMThl UIS1 HHUX
ceifyac crano xpaiiHe HeoOXOOMMO, Ha 3TOH CTOpOHe rop, rae
OylicTBOBaIM BeTEp MU BOIA.

Yepes Hekotopoe BpeMs KpacHaa Tonopa, KoTopblii Bo3-
INaBIsUl KX LIECTBHE, CBEpPHY/ B CTOPOHY Ha MoOcjeaHEeM
YTOMMTEJILHOM TNoAbEME, U OHM BHIOpaMCh ¢ 0OTyBaecMoro
BCEMH BeTpPaMH CKJIOHA2 B HANOMHHAIOUIYIO Yauly JIOXOHHY
MeXIy ABYMS CKAllaMM, KOTOPYK YaCTHYHO OIpaxXaalli CTeHa
TOphI ¥ CWIBHO BbiAaBaBLIMiica oTpor. Yepes 10X6MHY crutoli-
HbIM ITOTOKOM TE€K py4yeii, HO KOIa BbIAPHI yBEPEHHO CITyCTWINCh
B 3Ty paclueauHy, Kénras Pakyluka nocnegosan ux npumepy.

TeMHoTa Tak CrycTMNIach, YTO aaxe 60OpHHasA crnocoOHOCTH
BHUAETb HOYbIO HE MOI1a TYT NoMoYb. Bckope MostHUH nepecra-
JU 6uThb, 6yps Hayana yTHMXaTh, MOTOK BOIAbl NpeBpaTWICH B
TOHKYIO CTPYiiKy, a IQTOM H BOBCEC HCYe3.

XKeénras Pakywika oepxan nansl B 3TOM pyyeiike, noka TOT
He uccak. Ero GenHble anbl HUKOraa He npeaHa3HaYyaIuCh st
nofgo6HOro HeJErkoro KapabKaHbs IO TPYRHONPOXOAMMbBIM
CKaJINCTBIM CKJIOHaM, Bce YeThipe ObUIM HcLapanaHbl M KPOBO-
TOYWIHM, HO Bola ycrnokaupana 6oyb. OH oXxuaai, YTO BbUIPHI
NIpOAOJIXaT MyTb, HO KOIJA 3TOro He CAYYWIOoCh, OH Hayal
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AymMaTb, YTO, HaBepHOE, 3TO TO caMoe MecTo, OTKyaa NMoJaloT
CHMTHaJ A1 OpJIOB. :

OcTaToK HOYH OHH IPOCNAH B 3TOM JIOLIMHE, YKPBITBIE OT
3aTUXaBlIei OypH, y HOr HMX JieXaTH Y3€JIKM ¢ efoii, HaIEXHo
3aBEpHyTast TpyOKAa Haxoowiach Mexny AByMsi BbuipaMH. Ho
KOra HaCTYyNWl pacCBeT, OHM 3aleBenwiuch, U KpacHas
lonoBa 0CTan TOYHO TaKyl0 Xe KOpOOKY-PAKOBMHY C OTHEM,
KakK Ta, yTo Kopu Mcnonb3oBas Bo BpeMs GercTBa OT HOPOK.

Xeénraa Pakywka orsanesncs B mouckax aepesa. Ecau Kpac-
Has [onoBa xouer pa3xeyb KOCTEP, TO 34eCh AO/DKHO HAHTHCh
XOTb HeMHOro aepeBa. OIHAKO OH He YBHAEN HUYEro, €c/iH He
CUYMTATh Ka3aBLIErocs COBCEM MCCOXUINM KYCTApPHHKA, KAKWM-
TO 006pa3oM ynepXHBaBILUErocs Ha KPYTOM CKIIOHE.

«210?» — 3HAaKOM CIIPOCHI OH, MNMOKa3bIBasg Ha KyCTapHMK.

Bouipa xuBHyna, u 2Ké€nras Pakywika, BbiGpaBumich U3
JIOUIMHBI, OTMpPaBWICA Tyda M cpe3al KyCT, YTO OKa3aiocCh
IeJIoOM He TaKUM YX JIETKUMM: OH Oosuics BLI3BaThb ONOJI3EHb,
KOTOpbIi noTtaliwi 6bl M ero ¢ coboi. OnHako ocTpble 3yOhl,
TepricHHe M ycepaue TNOMOIIM €My CBUIMTb lepeBo. 3a IBe
XOIKH OH MNepeTaliwl BCE B pacLUe/IMHY.

A B 310 BpeMs KpacHas ['onoBa nocrasan mieioumii yronex,
yTOOb! 3anaiuTh HoBoe Iiams. KameHHas Hora Xxe Bbrmaumn
HeOOJIBLIYIO CYMKY M Tenepb AepXal €€ B Jiane, JOXMUAACh
BO3BpallicHHsi 606pa. [lepBbiii BOMH-BbLIpPA B3SU1 HEMHOIO BE-
TOK M cy4yKoB Yy XKénroi Pakyuiku, u 3a00TJIMBO BbICTPOWI M3
MaJICHbKHX NajioyeK TPEHOXHMK. OH Xe MaJleHbKUI, CTULIKOM
MaJleHbKMH, noayman JKénras Pakyuika, yrobbl ropeTh 4010,
HO 00Op He BMAEA HMYErO APYTOro noaxoisiuiero BOIM3H.

Koraa sicHble Jlyyd YTPEHHEro COJMIHLIAa HaKOHel KOCHYJIUCh
CK/IOHA Topbl, Irne YKphiBanuch mytHuku, Kpachas [onosa
TIOJIOXWA YTOJIEK B BUTBAaM M3 BETOYEK KycTa, M 000Op yBuaen
K1y AbIMa, MOAHMMaBlLlerocs BBepx. Korma nepsoe MajeHbkoe
nnamMs 3anbuiano, KamenHas Hora BbITAHYN BHepéx namy H
OBICTPBIM ABHKEHHEM BBICHITIANI COAEPXHMMOE CYMKU Ha KOCTe-
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poK. B pesynbrate ruiams ei€ 6Gonblie pasropesioch, CTaB
HaMHoOro 6oJjice rycTbiIM M TEMHBIM, KPacHOBAaTOro OTTEHKA,
noaobHoro koropoMy XKénras Pakylika HUKoraa npexiae He
puaen. Orpaxn€HHbIH CKATMCTHIMH CTEHaMH Ppacllie/IMHBI, B
KOTOpOH OHM MNpATAIUCb, ObIM NMOJHHMMAJICA BBEPX M BBEDX.
3THM YTpOM cCoBCeM He ObUIO BeTpa, CIOBHO Oypsi MpOLWIONH
HOYBIO McTolMWIa ero cwibl. M kiy6 nbiMa HaroOMMHan ECTHH-
1y, CIOBHO noaHMMaBluylocsi K camoi HebecHoit Crpake.

XKeénras Pakyuika npunoMHWI cTapble JETEHAbl O TaKHX
JIECTHHLIAX M O TOM, KaK JTIOAM C 3eMJIM MHOTIa KapabKaIMch Ha
HUX BBEpX, OJHAKO He MHOrMe Haxoawm, yro HebGecHas
CrpaHa roToBa NPHUBETIUBO BCTPETUTb TAKMX HEMPOLUIECHHbIX
rocreii. MoXeT... MOXeET, BbUAPHI BepAT, yTo Opén U B caMoM
Iene XUBET B MUpe AyXoB?

Ho ero cniyTHHKH He NpeanpMHHUMAITH TIOMBITOK JIE3Th BBEPX
noao6HLIM obpa3oM. HeT, OHM JIMLUb fOEIU PEYHBbIX PaKOB H3
CBOMX CyMOK, C alMeTHTOM, CIOBHO HE BUIE/IM Tenepb CMbIC/A
B TOM, YTOOLI OCTARNATL YTO-HUOYIb U3 eabl Ha notoM. Cnenys
HX npuMepy, XKénraa Pakylika NOKOHYMWI C OCTaTKAMH CBOCH
BbICOXIIIEN KOPLI M XPYCTEBLUMX JIMCTbEB M OOHApYXaA, YTO HE
BIIOJIHE HACBITWICSI.

Y 6o6pa He 6bUIO crocoba M3MepsSTb BpeMst B MHMpe, Iae
yacel HeusBecTHbl. Ho eMy mokasanochb, YTO KOCTEP OYE€Hb
6bicTpo cropen. M Bcé xe BbAPHI HEe COOMPAINCH KyAa-ToO
YXOIMTb, JaXe MOMCKATD €€ AepeBa Iid Apyroro Koctpa. CreB
BCE, YTO ObUTO B MX CyMKax M3 elbl, OHM CHOBa YCTPOWIHMChb, KaK
paHbllle, ¢ TPYOKOi1 Mexny cobol, CIOBHO cOOHpaIHMCh Mpo-
CIaTh BeChb IECHb.

XKénras Pakyluka 4yBCTBOBaJ Kakoe-TO OeCMOKOICTBO, eMY
XOTeJNoch TO JIM MATH BMEpEA, TO JIM BO3BpalLaTLCA Hasald M
CIYCTHTLCA C Topbl. Bo3BpalleHHe 6bUIO BO3MOXHO: OH SICHO
BUAEA Clell, OCTARIEHHLIH UMM, B Jy4ax conHua. Ho Bbuipbl
ObLTM TpaBbl, NYTH Briepén He 6bU10. OHM YTKHYIMCL NPAMO B
KpYTyIO CTeHY YT€ca, CJIOBHO KAaKOH-TO BCIMKAH ONHAXIbl
CBOMM HOXOM BbIpE3al 3Ty paclUE/IMHY B rope.
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Tenb npoMenbKHyna MUMO ckanbl. JKénmras Pakyuka 3a-
CTbU1, KOrla 3TO KphUIaTO€ CO3JaHWE HAYaAO KPYXUTbCS Han
HHUMH, C KaXIbIM KPYTOM OITycKasiCh BCE OJIIDKE K TOMY MECTY,
rae ropena KocTép. '

M3 pacwenvsbl Beiuud BeiApbl. [loka ew€ He nogHuMas
TPYOKY MeXIy CBOMMH TeJlaMM, OHHM TNPHIIOTHSUINCh BO BEChb
poct. bobp caenan To xe camoe. Kpbuiatoe cosnanme ycrpou-
JIocb Ha BCpLUMHE OTpora, KOTODblii CHYXWI CTEHKOH MX
YKPBITHS.

310 6LU1 OpéNn, U HecMOTPs Ha To, yTo Kopu Huxorna He
BUIEJ HY ONHOTO M3 HMX TaK OIM3KO OT cebsl, eMy MOoKa3aIoch,
YTO OH HaMHoOro 6osblie, YeM ITTHLIbI €ro pOAHOIo MHpa —
TaKKe, KaK U Tesna 600pa M BbLIp.

OpéEn noBopauHBaJ roJIoBY ¢ ONHOINO 60Ka Ha ApYroM, misas
C BbICOTBI Ha HYX, NPOJIOJIXKAs AEPXKATh KPbUIbS PAaCNPOCTEPThI-
MM, a He TIpHXaB MX K CBOEMY OIrpOMHOMY Teiy. 2Kémroii
Paxkyliike npyuLUioch OTKJIOHHTBLCS Ha3al M ONepeThCs O XBOCT,
YTOObI XOPOLLEHBKO PaCCMOTPETh OFPOMHYIO ITTuLy. Tenepb oH
3aMeTWI1, YTO HOTH opJia 00BSI3aHbl KAKMM-TO Pa3HOLIBETHLIM
MaTepHaJIOM, C KOTOPOIO CBHCAIH CEMEHa M MNOTPeMYLIKH,
Cpe3aHHble CO 3MEMHBIX XBOCTOB.

Y opna He 6bUIO OpyxHs. Kopy nomyman, YTo eMy OHO M He
HYXHO, JOCTAaTOYHO COOCTBEHHBIX YXAaCHBIX Ha BMA KIIOBa U
Korreil. 1 Tenepp opén pacKpbUl 3TOT KITIOB, M3laB KpHK,
xoTopblii noTpsic Kopu, U OT rop ¢ Toli CTOpOHbI, OTKYda OH
TpWieTeN, AOHecJ0Ch caboe 3xo.

Bblapel B CBOIO oyepelb CTATM OOLSCHATBCA Ha SA3bIKE
3HakoB. M1 XKénrrag Pakyuika nerko npoyuTan 314 3Haku. Ux
6bLLIO BCEro HECKOJIBKO, SICHBIX, FOBOPSALUMX, YTO OHHM HecyT
TPYOKYy, YTO Y HUX MHUCCHMSI MMpa OT IUVIEMEHH K IUIEMEHH.

3aKOHYMB, BLUIPHI YCEMCh, OXuaas oTeera. Kasanocs, opén
pasMbILLISLN, CJIOBHO YTOObl yOeOuUTLCS B TNPaBIMBOCTH HX
paccka3a. 3aTeM ell€ pa3 OH M3 TOT NMPOH3UTENbHBIN KPHK.
M B OTBET BHHU3 nepen YTECOM CIIMKMPOBAIM APYTHe TEHH, ABa
€ro ToBapHilia,
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Boiapsl, CIOBHO 3TO ObUIO caMbIM €CTECTBEHHLIM NpHBET-
CTBHEM B MHpe, BbILLUIH Ha OTKPLITOE NPOCTPaHCTBO, U KaMeHHas
Hora Kpenko npuBssan K cede BepEBKY ¢ CYMOH, Ile XpaHW1ach
TpYOKa, MCNONBL3ysl AOTOMHMUTENILHbIA pEMEHb, KOTOPbLIM 4O
3TOIO OH CBSI3bIBAJI KOTOMKY C paKaMi.

Iocne yero opén, KoTopblii NOABWICS NepBbIM, ¥ KaMeHHas
Hora noausuimes B He6o. K KpacHoit I'onose noanerten sropoii
opén, a TpeThs YEpHad TeHb 3aBUcNA Han 2Keéntoit Pakywkoii.
B 3TOT MOMeHT 60Opy OuYeHb 3aXOTesIoch yOexaTbh OTciofa.
CinuuikoM 310 GbUIO MOXOXE Ha pealbHYI0 ONacHOCTb, KOTO-
pble OH 3HaJ B MPOLWIOM, a He Ha KAaKOH-TO JPYXECTBCHHbIN
akT. OIHAKO y HEero Hc OCTAIOCh BpEMEHHU YTO-HMOynb npen-
npuHaTh. Korru obGxBatwin 606pa, U OZHHMM pPBIBKOM, OT
KOTOpPOIO OH INMOYYBCTBOBaJ TOUIHOTY, JKénras Pakywika oka-
3aJicst B Bo3ayxe, a 6e3onacHas 3emisl GbICTPO yoasisuiach BHH3.

Mexny nyTewiecTBueM Ha KoMpopTabeIbHOM J1aifHepe B ero
poIHOM MMpe, Kak Bckope obHapyxun Kopu, u TeM, xorma
TeOs1 HEecET opesl, cyulecTBYeT OrpoMHasl pasHMua. Manbuuk
3aKpbUI [V1a3a, CTApasich He YYBCTBOBAaTb KPENKO U Gose3HEH-
HOIl XBaTKM KOITCH, NOTOKA BeTpa, Hadescb TOJLKO, YTO
MYTCLUECTBHE OKAXETCS OYEHb KOPOTKUM.

Ero cxopee Opocuiy, a He ONyCTWIH, M OH KYBBIPKHY/ICH B
Gosne3HeHHOM nonynpbikke. OTKpbIB asa, XKénmras Pakyuika
C TPYAOM MOAHSUICS HA HOTM... U C YOMBICHHEM OOHapyXI
Nopa3suUTebHOE MECTO Ha IpebHEe 3TOH BbICOKOI Iropbl.

HagepHoe, 3Ta 6auiHs U3 KaMHsI M 3eMJIM ObUIa NMOPOXIAECHA
KaKMM-TO BYyJIKAHOM, M Tclepb OHM HaXOOWIMCh TaM, Iae
KOIIa-TO MbUIUTH OTOHLKM TUIAMEHM BHYTpH: B bacceiile co
CKJIOHAMM, Kpasi KOToporo 6bUM 00pa30BaHbl HEPOBHLIM KaM-
HeM. B LeHTpe OKpY>XHOCTH M3 KAMEHHBIX OTPOTOB HAXOAWIOCh
03epo. A BOKPYT 3TOM BOAbl POC/IM AEpEBbS H TpaBa, KaKoi-To
JIeCHOH oasuc.

JIMuoM K NHULY C 3TMM O03epKOM M cTosl ceityac 2Kénrtag
Pakyiuka, cKHHYTbII BMecTe ¢ BbUIpaMH Ha NMECOYHYIO NoJIocy,
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NpOTSAHYBLUYIOCA K Bojae. JIpeBHUI Kparep' CIyXW1 AepeBHeEl
OpJIOB: HA KAMEHHBIX CKaJlaX CpelH Pa3pyLUCHHLIX KOJIOHH W
HarpoMOXIEHHH BAJTyHOB BO3BLILIAINCHL THE3MNA, CJIOXEHHLIE
M3 KYCTApHMKOB.

3t0 6bUIa IVIOTHO 3aNOJIHEHHas AepeBHs, NMOBcioay Habmo-
JaJioCh ABIDKEHME — B OCHOBHOM B3pOCJBIX NTHL, HECYLLHX
MMMy CBOMM MNPOH3MUTENbHO BOmsMM nTeHuam. Ho opibi,
NpMHECILNE XHUBOTHBIX-IyTELIeCTBEHHHKOB, HE OCTAHOBIUTHCD
B 3TOH JepeBHe, a N0 CMHUpaJIH HayaJIM MOAHUMATLCS B Hanpas-
JIeHUH cTeHBl GacceiiHa, rae, kak yBunen JKeémras Pakyiuka,
RIETAIH M BbUIETAIM M3 paclle/lMHbl B CKajle APYTHE TMTHLIbI.

Bbuapbl 3aHSUTHCh CBA3KO#H ¢ TpYyOKoM, ocBoGoxnas eé oT
0OMOTOK, CTacKHBasi 3aLIUTHOE MOKPbITHE N3 PbIObEi LIKYPHI.
OnHako, Korma oHM OepeXHO TNOJIOXWIH TPYOKY Ha Necok,
NoBepX He€ MNOo-NpeXHeMy JieXallM 4YeTbipe CJIos M3 pacKpa-
LUEHHBIX LWIKYP, ¥ KOHEU C Yalle4ykoi TpyOxy Obul HanpamjieH
B MX CTOPOHY, a PYKOSITKAa — B CTOPOHY J€PEBHHU 33 O3€pOM.

BrnipoyeM, noBeaUTENb OPJIOB IOKasajicsd He CO CTOPOHbI
JepeBHH, a Hayajl CNYCKaTbCs M3 CKal, COBepllas LUMpOKHe
KPYTH, H TIOTOM YceJICSl Ha OTPOMHBIi BaTyH Y 6epera, KOTOPHIH
6bL1 Bech BO BMATMHAX — CJIOBHO MOKOJIEHHs! OPJIOB YCAXMBa-
JINCh TaM 10 Hero.

IMyykn Mexa nacku (f1acka cyMTaeTcsi XpaGpbIM BOHMHOM,
YyMeJIO YKJIOHSIIOLUMMCS OT Tpec/efOBAHMS) CBHCAIM C OXe-
peJibsi Ha ero llee, BMeCTe ¢ 3yDaMH ITyMbl, CIOBHO OH B CaMOM
Jesie BEN MOACYET yIaYHO HAHECEHHDIX YIAapOB N0 3TUM CaMbIM
MOTYIIECTBEHHLIM M3 CBOMX YETBIDEXHOIMX BparoB. 3TO ObLI
ropabiii ¥ NMPOHHULATEbHbIA BOXAb, O0JiblUe NMPUBLIKIWIHK NO-
BeJieBaTbh Ha Tpone BOMHbBI, YeM BECTH MMPHYIO XM3Hb, NOAyMal
XKeénras Pakyuika, rsaas Ha Hero ¢ 61aroroBefiHbIM yXacoM.

Ha cxanax noHyke pacnoJIOXWIHCh €LUE HECKOJIbKO OpJIoB
PaHIOM TOHIDKE, M KaXablii U3 HHUX HOCWI CBOE BOMHCKOE
OXepenbe, Te BHCEIH HAa HUTSAX CBUAETENILCTBA MX NPOLWIBIX
no6ea. Ho nocneanuii nosiBMBLUMKHCA ObUT BOBCE HE OpPJIOM.
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CHayana nepen Kénroit Pakyuikoit npoMeabKHYIO MHMO-
NETHOE BHAEHHE CMEPTOHOCHBIX YEPHBIX KPbUILEB — HEYXKEJH
popoHa? Ho noTtoMm oH yBMIes, YyTo 3TO ObUT BOPOH, ropasio
GOJTBILIMX pa3MepoB, YeM Te BOPOHbI-pa3BelYMKH, KOTOPLIX OH
Buzen, korga oHu co CinomMaHHbuiM Korrem Gexann BBepX Mo
peke.

Ha wee BopoH He HOCWI BOMHCKOIO OXepelbsl, OHaKO K
€ro HoraM 6bUTM NpHBA3aHbl NMOTPEMYLIKH IPEMYYHX 3Mei, H
OH NpHHEC peMeHb C HeboyblIMM GapabaHOM, pasMepoM C
3anHIo0 nany JKénroi Pakyuxu. Y Hero He 6bU10 HApHCOBAaH-
HBIX KPaCHOM WIM XEITON KpacKoM KpYXKOB BOKpPYT Inas, Kak
y opnoB. 1 nmub nérkui Ma3ok 6eslol Kpacku, NnpU3payHo-
OGenoi, Oenan OYEBHMAHBIM M SICHBIM OTMETHHY, KOTOpas
pacnoyiarajiach NnpsIMO Hall €ro KJIIOBOM.

Koraa Bbinpbl 3aIBUTAJINCh B MEIVIECHHOM liepeMOHHAIbHOM
IeHCTBHH, pa3sBopayMBasi TpyoKy, o6EpTKy 3a 0GEPTKOM, Opbl
U BopoH cnoxwin ceon Kpouibs. Boiapbl pabotanu Momya, U
HUKAKMX 3ByKOB OT INTHL, CHIOEBUIMX B TaKOH THIUMHE, He
JNIOHOCHJIOCh, TaK YTO Ka3aJioCh, CIOBHO OHM OBbUIH BbICEYEHbBI
H3 KaMH#, Ha KOTOpoM chuend. Jlaxe LIyM U3 AepeBHM CTal
THiie, ¥ XKénras Pakyuika yBuaen, 4yro oOTTyma yieTaeT U
MpWIeTaeT JIMiIb HECKOJLKO NTHU. MHorve B3pocible OpJbl
YCTPauBaJIMChb Ha CBOMX FHE31OBbSX, BCE JIMLOM B Hanpasie-
HuM Gepera U cobpaBlUMXCS AN NEPeroBopoB NPHOBIBLIMX
XUBOTHBIX M MX BOXASA.

HakoHeu TpyOKy mocTaiu M3 nociefiHed oOMOTKM M mo-
JIOXWIM Ha cosnHue. OHa 3acHsuia, CJIOBHO COJIHLIE 3aXIJIO
KpacHbIi OroHb B c€ yvauleyke. M TyT BnepBble 3aroBopui
Kamennas Hora, ero rojioc To 3Byyan rpoMkKo, TO yTHXal B
KaKOM-TO 60pMoOYyllieM 3aKJIMHAaHWH, KOTopoe, XoTa 606p H He
MOHMMAaJ CJIOB, HaBEpPHsKAa ObUIO MarWyeckKHM NECHOMNEHHEM,
0OpalléHHBIM He K OpjiaM, HO K KakOMYy-TO OXpaHsIolieMy
yxy.

3akoHuuB, KpacHas T'onoBa, ABHrasch ¢ OCTOPOXHOCTBIO,
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ONYCTWI LUENOTKY Tabaka B yalleoOpasHylo 4YacTb M JOCTal
CBOI0 KOpOGOUYKY-PaKOBHHY, Te XpaHWICS “TACIOLIMIA YTonEK.
OnHako OH MOKa YTO He 3axuran Tpyoky, OH xaa.

[Mocnenosan nepron NOATOTO OXHMIAHMSA, WM, TIO KpailHEH
Mepe, 310 KopH nokasanocs AoiruM oxuaanue. Ho BoT Boxan
OPpJIOB c/IeTe]l CO CBOEH CKANlbl Ha KAMEHb NOHMXe, TTPUOIN3KB-
WKch K BblapaM. OTTyna OH BBLITAHY/ BNEpén CBOIO Jamy,
KOITSAMM OOXBaTHUB pyKosiTKy Tpyoxun. KpacHas [onoBa 3axér
TPYOKY, U BOXIb OpJIOB NOAHSUI €€ B HE6O, HAaNpaBUB B CTOPOHY
3eMJH, a IOTOM Ha BCE YETBIPE CTOPOHBI CBETA, TOYHO TaK Xe€,
Kak nponenbiBal JIMHHBIA 3y0 10 3TOro ¢ Apyroi TpyOKow,
Koraa npusercTBoBa XKeéntyio Pakyuiky B nepeBHe BbLIP.

Boxnab 3aKypwil, BLUIOXHY/A K1yb AbIMa W3 KIIOBa, nepenan
Tpyoky BopoHy. 1 BopoH B cBolo oyepeapb nepenan Tpyoky
KamenHoit Hore, Tor — Xeé€mroit Pakymike, u aambuie —
Kpacho#i TonoBe. BblmoxHYB MocieZHUH LEpeMOHMUATLHBIN
K1yd AbiMa, BOMH-BblApa BbIOWN nernen Tabaka M3 4Yallevyku
TpyOKH M TNOJOXWI €€ CHOBA Ha OOMOTKHM, NO-NpexHeMy
HanpaBUB PYKOSITKY NPSIMO Ha BOXIS.

OrpoMHast KOITHCTasi HOra MOOHSANACh TaK, YToObl KOITH
MOI/IM ABUIAThCs, NICpelaBasi 3HAKAMM:

«Mens 3oyt llITOpMOBEIM OOnakoM bricTprix boros, Mo-
ryuynx Kpbiibes».

KameHnHast Hora nmpocurHaninn B OTBET:

«A mMbl — KameHHas Hora n KpacHas lNonopa, Te, KTo HeceT
TpYOKy. A 310 XKénras Pakyuika, Kr0...»

BopoH cripbirHYN BHH3 CO CBOCIO KaMEHHOTO HacecTa. Cpe-
IW OpNOB OH Kazancsl MaJieHbKUM. CTosi Ha 3emie, JIMLUOM K
606py, OH OKa3aJcsl MOYTH TaKUM Xe MO pa3MepaM, KaK U
XKeémras Pakywika. OH aBurancs, noxkauusasick, 1 Kopu yBu-
[eJl, YTO Ha ero JieBoil Hore HeT Korrs. OnHakKo OH TBEpOO
IepXaicsi, KOria NMpOCUTHAIWI:

«310 606p, M BCE Xe He Oo6p».

«3T0 yX TOYHO», — cKasan npo ceba XKénraa Pakywka.
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«Tbl Hecéb TpyOKy? — oOpén nocMorpen Ha Hero. — Tol
TOBOpHLUDb 33 600poB?»

«Tonvko 3a ceba omHoro. Mar-Beipa cka3an, yro BopoH
o0nanaer MOIylleCTBEHHOM CWIOH, KOTOpas MOXET IOMOYb
MHE CTaTb NOJHOCTbIO M 0OOpOM, M IpYrMM, pas3iNeIMBLINCH
CHOBa».

«Ho 3T0 He Kacaetcs nena TpyoKHM, — LWMPOKOE OBIDKEHME
KOTTHUCTOl HOTH BbIPa3Wwio HeTepnieHue. — JIMiub paay TpyoKH
MOXHO BbI3BaTh llITopMoBoe OGnako. YTo roBopsT BbLApbI?»

Jlans1 KameHHo# Horu 3agBurajMch HeTOpOIUVIMBO, INOKA-
3pIBas 3HAKHM BeJIMYECTBECHHBIX LIEPEMOHHAIBHBIX MaHEP peyH
Ha ero pofHOM S3bIKe.

«MHoro 6en Ha peke. Te, kT0 cayxar UaMmeHsioweMycs,
JIETAIOT H coBeplualoT Habern. Hopku 3axBaTbiBalOT IUIEHHHMKOB
IUISl HETO, U MBI He 3HaeM, YTO C HHMH npoucxoanT. Haw xpeut
BXOAWI B KOHTAaKT C AYXaMM, ¥ CHbI €ro ObUTH 310BelIMMH. MBI
IOJDKHBI y3HaTb, KTO Takue Brictpblie JleryHsl, MoryuiecrBeH-
Hble Kpbuibsi, KoTopeIX BHIenud Ha 3emue. Jlaxe rIpaHHLBbI
He6ecHoit CTtpaHbl — B MX BIAaCTH, U HEMHOIoe MOXeET ObITb
CKPBITO OT MX OCTPbIX IJ1a3».

Bo3nukna ewi€ onHa naysa, npexae yeM Opén oTBeTWI:

«BepHo, npoucxoaar HoBbie cobbITUA. [epeBHs U3MeHsmo-
Lierocs nepeaBMHy’ach noomoxe K Mecty KameHHbIx JlepeBbes,
HECMOTPsi Ha TO, YTO OXOTa TaM XyXe. Bbirnsaaur Bcé Tak,
CJIOBHO OHH OOXWOAWTCA KOIMo-TO WIH YEro-To, YTO JOJDKHO
npousoitH. HoyaMu XoaaT Ayxu; BO3MOXHO, Bbl OLIYLUATH HUX
nepeapikeHue. Ho mns Toro, 4robul y3Hare Gosblie, Mbl
IOJDKHBI 3aHATbCS MOMCKAMHM — a HaCc M TaK OCTaloCh He-
MHOIO».

BopoH Hayan 3Hepri4HO KMBaTh IOJIOBON BBEPX-BHH3.

«[la, ma, Jydile He NpHBIeEKaTb K cebe BHUMaHue H3MeHs-
1ouerocs, Yrobsl He HanoMHHaTh eMy O cebe. Ho passe Baiu
Xpell He OOUTCH, YTO Mopa, O KOTOPOil TOBOpWIH, OnM3ka —
YTO MHUp BOT-BOT Oymer 3axpayeH?»
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Kopu yBunen, kak Bce op/ibl 6eCOKOWHO 3allleBe/IWINCH,
nepesofs B3rAabl oT BopoHa Ha Bbip. OH yBuAeN, YTO MX
6eCrnOKOUT ONMH: TPEBOXHBLIN BOMpoC. -~

«3TO0r0 Bcerma HyXHoO 6odThcs», — oreetwn KameHHas
Hora.

«[la. Yto %, I'poM-nTMLa o6HTaeT aanbiuie. Mbl 3a%0KEM
AYUHCTLIH AbIM, TOT, YTO OH JIIOOHMT OLIyWIaThb NOA CBOMMH
KDPbUTbSIMH, M TIPOKPUYHUM TPOMKO BETpPY, YTO Mbl HAMyTaHBLI.
Ho kpome Toro, coobumre cBoeMy BOXIIO, — TMLOMODKWI
IlItopMmoBoe O6Gnako, — 4Tro MblI OyaeM BecTH pa3BedKy C
BO3AyXa M BbiBelaeM Bc€, yTo cMoxeM. HMKTO u3 Tex, KTo
cnyxut UaMeHsiolieMycsl, He CMOXET CKPBITC WJIM YIETETh
OT Hac, Koraa Mbl Y3HaeM, HanpaBWIM JM OHM CBOH CHIbI
MPOTHB HALIHX».

CHoBa cpely OpJIOB NMPOM3OLLUIO LueBeleHHe, KOrda OHHU
TOpie/IMBO BBITAHYJINCh BO BeCh POCT Ha CBOMX CKaJIMCTbIX
HacecTax, KaK 6yATO yXe roToBble NPOKPHYAaTb CBOM BOMH-
CTBEHHbIE KIIMYH.

«brictpble JleryHbi, MoryuecrBeHHblie KpbUibsi, 3TO BeJu-
Kuc 6oru, He NpOMUIpaBiiME HU OAHOW OMTBLI, — 3HAKAMH
nokasan KamenHas Hora. — Ecim oHu 3T0 caenalor, Toraa Bee
Ha peKe Y3HalOT, YTO Mbl NOANOTOBUMCS K JII0OOI# BOiiHe, eCliU
BOHHA — MMEHHO TO, YTO OXMAAET Hac».

Bmecte ¢ KpacHoit TonoBoii OH Hayan 3aBopayuBaTh BOJI-
wie6HyI0 TpyOKy, OGepeXxHo 3aBsA3biBasi Kaxablii y3en. OmHako
BopoH obpatnn Tenepb BcEé CBOE€ BHMMaHUe Ha XKéntyio Pa-
KYUIKY.

«To1 npuwén x BopoHy, — cka3an oH. — Yumn Bopona
OTKPBITbI, YTOObI YC/IBILLATbL TBOIO NMPOCHOY».

«fl yXc roBopuia, 3a 4eM sl PULIEN — Mar-Bbuapa nopeaan
MHe, YTO €CJIM s XOYy CHOBA CTaTb TeM, KeM Obla 10 TOTo, Kak
W3MeHsiouMiics MOCMOTpPeNl Ha MeEHsl, TO i JOJDKEH OTMpa-
BHUTLCA K Opny u BopoHy».

OnHako BopoH nokayan ronopom.
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«[la, 51 MOry BbI3LIBaTb AYXOB. OTO OyXH HeGa, QyXHM BeTpa M
HeckonbKo ayxoB 3emiin. Ho ¢ MorywecTsoM MaMeHstiolerocs
OHH He MOTYT CripaBUTbCSi. OHH MOTYT TOJILKO COOOLIMTD Tebe,
KYZa OTTIPaBUTBCS 32 IOUCKOM OTBETA, CAMOTO Xe OTBETa Thl OT
HHMX HE MOJyYHLIb».

«H BBl NonpocHTe Mx 06 3TOM 33 MEHAT»

Kmiop IllTopMoBoro OGnaka WIENKHYN pe3KO, TIpUBJIEKas
BHUMaHHUc XKéntoil Pakywxn. Korna 606p B3MIsiHy/1 Ha Hero,
TOT Nepeaan 3HaKaMH:

«/Ina 3Toro Tpebyercs MolHoe 3axknuHaHHe. IlonoOHoro
polia BbI3bIBAHUS AYXOB He Jesalorcs paay mycTtsikoB. C TBOMM
HapOOM Yy Hac He 3aKII0YEH MMP C APEBHMX BPEMEH, Y HAC HET
¢ 1060i1, bobp-KoTtoprrii-He-IlomHocrbio-bobp, H1 apyxec-
KMX, HH OpaTCKMX OTHOLUEHH».

«[Ipyx6a 3aBHCHT OT JAIOLIErO TAKXKe, KaK U OT NpHHUMAIO-
1Iero, — 4acTb cozHanus 2Kenroii Pakyuiku nana 6onee xpabpurit
OTBeT, YeM Mor 6bl 310 cenath Kopu. — S He npoury, 4To6bl
MHe JaBaIU TaM, e f caM HMYero He Aailo. YTo BbI XOTHTE OT
MEHSl B KayecTBe LieHbl 3a NMOoAo6HOro pona 3aKiIMHaHHE?»

BopoH He OTBETWI — Ka3ajioch, CJIOBHO OH CHYWTall, YTO
3aKMOYEeHHE cAelKM — feno Toibko XKémroit Pakywixu u
Boxus. CaM oH siBHO 6b11 pan pewernio llItopMoeoro OGnaka.

«Tbl U3 TeXx, KTo BIafeeT BOAOH, — OTBETHJ NOCJE NOJITOM
nay3pl Opén. Moxer, oH B 3TO BpeMSl NbITAICA ONpPEIEIUTh
KaKOro-To poaa mJaTy, YTo Nnoiaér Ha 6saro ero ruieMeHw,
noayman Kopu. — Bor 3T0 Hallle 03epo BpeMEHaMH CJIHLIKOM
nepenondsiercsi. C yrécoB najaloT CKaibl M NepeKphIBaloT
pydeii, OTYCrO OH TepechiXaeT, U TOrAa NPUXOAUTCS 3aHUMaTb-
csl TPYOHOM paboToi no oYucTKe. JBaxXabl OYpH TaK HANMOMHSUIH
€ro, YTO T'He30BbSl, HaXOAALIHECHd BHH3Y, YHOCWIO TNpOYb.
Brikonaii xaHan, no KOTopoMy Obl crekana Bola, KAKHM Mbl
MorM OBl MONbL30BAaThCA BO BpeMsl NMONOOHLIX GeacTBHil, M
TOrna TBOSI npochba OyneT yIORIETBOPEHa».

«Ho s Tonbko oauH 3mech 606p, — Bospaswn Kénras
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Pakymika. — A mana nogo6GHOro poaa aena tpebyercsa LebIid
Ki1aH 606poB». ‘

Kmos llITopmMoBoro OGaka CHOBa 1LIEIKHYN B HETEpriEHHU:

«enblit K1aH He NMPOCHT BBI3bIBAHUSA AYXOB, 3TOI0 NPOCHLIL
Th1. [lo3TOMY 310 33nanme wis Te6s. U, HaBepHOE, TOJILKO Thbl
CMOXellb OOHapyXHTh MECTO AN KaHasla, KOTOpblif MOXHO
Oyzer JIerko O4YMUATb OT HAaHOCOB».

«YT10 cMory, caenaio», — noodewan XKénras Pakyuuka.

Briapbl, 3aKOHYMB 3aBOpaYyMBaThb TPYOKy, Tenepb IOTOBLI
6pun yitt, U HltropMoBoe O6nako yxe Ha3HauW1 ABYX M3
CBOMX BOMHOB, YTOObl OHM OTHEC/IM MX MO BO3AYXY K TOXHO-
XMi0 roppl. TeM HeMmeHee y XKémroit Pakywxu Hauuioch
HECKOJILKO MHHYT, YTOObI NeperoBopuTh ¢ HUMH. OH 3HaKaMH
BbIKAa3aJl XeJlaH!e, YTOObl OHM HAUUIM €ro HapoA W Mpeaymnpe-
OWIM HX, YTO He clielyeT OTNPaBIATLCA Ha 10T B T€ peyHble
3eMJIM, OTKyAa Haasuraercsi G6ema. M1 aro OymeT coenaHo, co-
rnacHo knBHyn KpacHas I'onoBa, OHM OTIIpaBsT JIyYLIMX CBOMX
pa3BeIYnKoB Ha cesep. [locne 3Toro BhIAP NMOAXBaTWIM OPJIbl,
KOTOpble, MOXOXe, XOTeJM caMM M36aBMTbCA OT CBOMX rocTei
KaK MOXHO cKopee, a XKénrtas Pakyiuka ocrancs.

ILITopMmoBoe O61aKo TakKe pacKpbUl KpbUIbsi M YCTpEMIWICS
0o6paTHO K cKajiaM, Y TOJILKO KaKOH-TO MOJIOAO# OpEn Hocwics
Nno Bo3AyXy Hal 606pom, koraa BopoH mpocurHaiwm

«TpecHyBwnii KnioB nokaxet Ttebe pyyeilt», — XBaTka opia
xpenko cxana JKénryio Pakyliky, ¥ OH BHOBb OKa3aici B
BO3IyXe, B MyTalolleM MoJETe.

3axnunarue opna

Korna opén-BoMH omnyckan ero y croka o3epa, Kénrtas
Pakylika paccMaTpuBan 3Ty MeCTHOCTb. Yepe3 y3Koe yuuenbe
BLITEKAN pyyeif, U 600p Buaen, YTO yNaBLUHE CBEPXY CKAajlbl
JIEHCTBUTENLHO JIETKO 3anpyasr ero. OnHako ¢ Takoii npobie-
MOIii ero Hapoay eli€ He NPUXOAMUIOCh MpCXKIe CTATKMBATLCA:
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06BIMHO OHM HAoOOOPOT — cO3JaBa/IM, a HEe pacyMIAM 3a-
MpyAabl.

OH npoIUILLI BIOJIL peYHOIo CTOKA, o6cnenoBa oba Gepera,
MbITasich ONpeAeNTDb, Iae TpebyeTcs YyITyOUTh JIoXe BOASHOIO
notoka. M He yBmaen HUKakoro criocoba npophITh TyHHENb B
CIUIOLUHOM KAMHE YTECOB.

Boonb ckan cToKa OH BEepHYJNCS K 03epy M Hayasl Mccllefo-
BaTb OCTAIBHOM Oeper y 3Toro KoHua. Opiy, nMpHHecLIeMy ero,
HAJ0€eJI0 3T0, OH Y/eTen npoyb, M JKénras Pakyuika ocraincs
OOMH Ha OIMH C 3ajayeif, KoTopas Ka3ajiach eMy Hepa3peum-
Moi. OmHako ©00p ynpsMO OTKa3bIBaiCS TIPU3HABAaTCH B
Heyaaue.

B KoHUe KOHLOB 606p mNepedHMMM JlamaMH U TIOJIOBOM
HEOXMIaHHO MPOBAJIWICA CKBO3b 3apOC/IM KYCTapHHMKA B SIMY B
CKJIOHe KpaTepa ropsl. Ecim Bcé 310 03epo oOpasoBanioch Ha
MecTe OeMCTBYIOLIEro BYJIKAHOM, TOra 3Ta pacllie/IMHa ToXe
NosIBWIach B 1aBHUE BpeMeHa, a No3aHee NMOTOKM 3acThIBLUEH
naBbl 00pa3oBaM Kpbllly Han Heil. ILTioXHyBUIMCH B sMy,
XKénras Pakywika o6HapyXui, YTo 3TO HHKaKas He paclue/iu-
Ha, KaK OH CMepBa NpeanosoxXul, a HaCTOSILUMIT KAHaJl, KOTOPBIi
BbiBeJl 600pa, Korga OH B KPOMELIHOH TeMHOTEe npodpaics
BIOJIb Pa3jioMa, Ha OTKPBITBIA CKJIOH IOphl C NPOTHBOMNOJIOX-
HOM CTOPOHbBI CTEHbI KpaTepa.

OH BcpHyAcs Has3aa B AOJAMHY C O3€pOM W NpHcea Ha
KOPTOYKM Y Kpas BoAbl, C OrPOMHbIM amnmneTUToM mnoenas
CBEXYIO KOpy, cOOpaHHYIO, TIOKA OH McclieaoBas Geper BOMH3M
3TOM TpeliuHbl. [Ins oaHoro 606pa 3aech ObUla OrpoMHast
paboTa, HO OH HE BHAE] HHUKAKON APYroi BO3MOXHOCTH AO-
6HUTBLCA TOTO, YTOOBI Y 03epa OpJIOB NOSIBWICS B Clly4yae OeacTBus
3anacHoi cTokK. K nomyaHio oH Bcé ewé 6bU1 3aHAT paboToii.

Beper o3epa Tpeb6oBasioch NMOAKONATh M Cpe3aTb TaK, YTOObI
MOJTyYH/ICs OTKPBITHII KaHall B Ty TpelwiMHy. OH Konan mnepe-
IHHMH JlanaMM, NOKAa OHH He CTAIH KPOBOTOYMTb, KaK TOIHa,
Koraa oH Opén no kaMHsM. HyxHo ObU1O BbITaCKMBAaTh KAMHH,
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OTTACKMBAaTb M 3aTeM CHOBa YyKalOblBaTb MX APYT K OpYTY,
YyTOOBl COOPYAUTL YTO-TO Bpoe XKejloba WS CTokKa.

OH ynopHo paboTtajn BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCH YacTb AHS, Npoos-
XHUB K HOYLIO, JMIb BpEMS OT BpEMEHH OCTAHARIHMBASChH,
YyTOOBl MEPENOXHYTh WIM CHOBA TOECThb 3€JIeHH, KOTOpoii, K
CYacThiO, KPYTOM HMeNoch B M306wiuH. M BOT HakoHeu OH
MpOpLUT HEPOBHYIO KaHaBy B 3eMJIe, YaCTMYHO YKPEIUIEHHYIO
CTEHOH W3 KAMHEeM M CTBOJIAMH TBEPABIX MOJOALIX AEpEBLEB,
KOTOpble OH CMOr pa3OWTb M BOMTb B KaMHM Uit Gosblueit
Han€xHocTH. IloToM BCE 3TO OCHOBAHME OH MNOKPLUI CJIOEM
IPsI3H, CMELIAHHOI ¢ NepeJIoMaHHbIM KYCTaPHHUKOM, BLIDOBHSB
TaKuM ob6pa3oM Jioxe kaHana. Bc€ 310 coopyxeHHe noagHKUMa-
Jloch Hal HhIHELUIHMM YypOBHEM O3epa Ha POCT €ro Teja, U B
HayaJle KaHa/la OH NOCTPOWI €lI€ OAHY CTEHY M3 HeOOJbLIMX
KaMHe#, KoTopble B Clydyae HEOOXOAMMOCTH JIEFKO MOXHO
OyneT CABHHYTb CWIbHbIMH KOITSIMH OpJIOB.

Koraa BcraBano conHue, 6oOp nexan y Oepera, M BOIbl
o3epa OMbBIBAIM ero KpopoToyaue Horm. OH Tak ycras, YTo
€My Ka3aJIoch, YTO HET CWI NOAHATLCS. BrnpoyeM, nposaBuB Bcé
JIydilee, YTo yMenu 606pbl B UCKYCCTBE CTPOUTb IUIOTHHBI, OH
obecneynn opJioB TeM, B YEM OHM HyXnanucb. U ecnn peka,
BBITEKAIOLIASl M3 O3epa, CHOBA OyaeT 3ampyXeHa YMaBLUMMMH
KaMHSIMM, TO BCE, YTO MM MNoOTpebyeTcs caenarb, TaKk 3TO
Pa3’pylIMTb TOHKYIO NEpeMblYKy, KOTOpas 3aKpbiBaeT HOBbIH
CTOK, M NOTOK BOAbI MOTEYET N0 HOBOMY KaHany. KoHeyHo, He
6bLI0 HMKAKOM BO3MOXHOCTH NPOBCPHUTD 3TO, NOKA HE CITy4YMT-
cs nonobHoe GeacrtBue, U XKeénrasa Pakyuika xMypo cnpochi
ce0s1, He NMoTpedyIoT JIK OpJibl TAKOIO AOKA3aTe/ILCTBA AO TOIO,
KaK BBIMOJIHAT CBOIO YacTb JOTOBOPA.

Hax HMM B BO3ayXe pasnanoch XJIOoNaHbe KpbUIbeB, H OpE,
KOTOPBIif NPMHEC €10 CI0AA, @ MOXET, APYTOii, TOJIBKO NMOX0XMii
Ha Hero, NMpHM3eMJIWICA Ha Kpal CAEpXMBAIOLUEH INOTHHBLI,
KoTopylio nocrpoun XKeénras Pakyuika. OH packayuBanics, ms-
IS Ha KaHaJl, BRICTPOCHHBLI 606poM.
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Xeénras Pakyuika cIMIIKOM ycTas, YyToObl JaXe TMOXHATD
Jlany M nepefaTh KaKoH-To 3HaK. TeM He MeHee OH KWBHYI,
CHayajla B CTOPOHY 03€epa, a MOTOM B CTOPOHY CAEJIAHHOIO UM
KaHaJa, HaJleCh, YTO OPEJl, €CJIM 3TO ObLI NOCJAHHHK, MOMMET,
YTO 33JaHHE BBINOJIHEHO.

OcTpble Iasa NTHLUbI NEPEMECTWIHCh OT XHMBOTHOIO K
KaHay, BeaylleMy B TEMHYIO PacllUe/IMHY, OTKphIBLIyIocS cbo-
Ky OT o3epa. A NOTOM e€ro KOITH MOKAa3aly CEpHI0 3HAKOB:

«3JTO NyTb B cKanax?»

XKeénras Pakylka BbITall}Ul CBOM KPOBOTOYALLIME JiIanbl U3
yCTIOKaHBaloulei 60b BOabl M TOXE 3HAaKAMM OTBETHIL

«[TyTb cKBO3b cTEHY ropsl. Korna Boga noaHuMeTCs, HYXHO
OyleT BLITALUMTH KAMHH, Ha KOTOPLIX Thl ce€iyac CTOMLIb. 310
OTKPOET HOBbBIi MYTb A1 CTOKA...»

Opén HAK/IIOHWJ TOJIOBY, MCCJieNys IUVIOTHHY, Ha KOTOPO#H OH
CHAEN, KOCHYJICS KTIOBOM OIHOIO U3 HaxXOAMBLIMXCSl Ha CAaMOM
BepXy KaMHsl, KaK Obl IpoBepsisl YCTOHYMBOCTb, a MOXET,
OLEHMBasi BOZMOXHOCTb YAQIEHHS MX, KOTJa HAacTYyNHT B TOM
Hyxna. [To-BuaAMMOMY, OH OCTaJICS YOIOBIETBOPEHHBIM, TIOTOMY
4yTo, He nmokasbiBas JXKénroii Pakyuike opyrux 3HakoB, B3Max-
HYN napy pa3 KpbUIbSIMH M B3JIeTeJl Haa 036pOM, Harnpamisisch,
KaK 3aMeTHN1 GoOp, He K AepeBHe, a K yrécaM, Kyda yJeTeld
HakaHyHe OHEM llItopMoBoe OGNako M CONpOBOXAABLUME €ro
BOMHBI.

Xeérras Pakywuka pacyecan CBOi HCMAYKAHHBIA B Ipsi3H
MeX, CMOPLUMBIUHCH OT 6OM B KPOBOTOYALIMX paHax Ha Jianax,
ONHAKO OH 3acTaBWi ceOf BBLMHMCTUTH LIKYPY, OOXHMAASCH,
KOra NpHMOYayT OpJibl ISt NPOBEPKH ero paboThl. Mx BbICOKO-
MepHe ObUIO H3BECTHO BCEM IUIEMEHAM, OOHAaKo M ©Gobpbl,
pa3ymeercs, 6bUTH He caMbIMH XymuunMMH cpean Hapopa. Kak
Xajlb, YTO Y HEro He OCTAIOCh KOpoOOoYeK C KpackaMH, ero
LepeMOHHANILHBIX 6yc M mosica, YToObl OH MOr BLIVISLAETb
noao6aolumM 06pa3oM: IAAs Ha paboTy, Ha KOTOPYIO OH
3aTpaTW1 MHOXECTBO 4acoB, JKénras Pakyuika nogyman, yro
MOXET TFOpAMTLCA €I0.
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Opén, npuiereBUMH, YTO6LI NPOBEPHTH ero pabory, aeii-
CTBUTEJIbHO OKA3aJiCsl NOC/IAHHHUKOM: BCKOpe B Hebe MosBWINCH
IpyrHe KpbuiaTble cyllecTsa, U lllTopmoBoe .O6nako BMecTe ©
HUMH. HaBepHoe, ero conpoBoXaam NOMOLIHWKM B yTipaRie-
HHM TUIEMEHEM WIH CaMble OMBITHLIE BOMHBI; YyTh NOrofs BCe
OHH YCTPOWIHCh Ha IUIOTHHe. Op/ibl BHUMATE/IbHO OCMOTpENH
IVIOTHHY, KAHaJ 32 Hel, paclle/IMHY, B KOTOPYIO 10o/DKHa Oyner
B ClTyyae HeoOXOAUMOCTH YCTpeMHUThes Boaa. XKénrtas Pakyiuka
3HakaMM TOKa3all BOXAIO OPJIOB, A Yero IpeAHa3HayeHa
KaX/asi 4acTh CTOKa.

U 4yro Teneph — noTpebyioT M OpJibl OT HEro AeMOHCTpa-
LMK, IUIs1 Yero OH AoJDKeH OyneT KakuM-To 0b6pa3oM 3anpyauTb
BTOpPOH pEe4YHO#M CTOK M HamnpaBUTb BoAy B 3TOT KaHan? Ilpu
MBICIM 00 3TOM €ro Jjamnbl B3OpBaIMCh OT 6ONHM, a CNMHA
3aHbU1a. BrnipoueM, noxoxe, yro llltopmoBoe O6nako He Ha-
CTONBLKO COMHeEBaJICS B HCKYCHOCTH GobGpa.

BoXab OpJIOB caM MNpOLLENCH 1O CYXOMY pyciy, MPOCYHYN
TOJIOBY Y IUIEYM [aJieKO B OTBEepcTHE pacluenuHbl. HaBepHoe,
OH pa3msiies CBET Ha JPYroM KOHLe, KOTOpbIM Tenepb CTl
bonee 3ameTHBIM: 2Kéntas Pakyllka oYMCTHI TaKXKe M BbIXOA,
yTOOBI el Oonblle 06NerYUTh CTOK BOIBI.

3aTeM BOXIb OPJIOB BEPHYJICS OOPAaTHO M CTaJl JIMLIOM Nepes
606poMm.

«OTNIMYHO, — MoKa3an oH 3HakaMu. — Twl caenan to, yto
6b110 HyXHO. [ToaTOMy M MbI BBLIMOJHHMM TEnephb CBOE obclua-
HHe».

BeposiTHO, OH Modajl KaKO#-TO CHIHaj, KoTopbli 2Kénras
Pakylika He 3aMeTWi: OOWH M3 CJIEAMBLUMX 332 HMM BOMHOB
BApYT cxBaTi 606pa u Baneten B Bo3ayx. JKénrtas Pakyuika
3aKpbU1 IV1a3a, MCIYTAHHbIM TEM, YTO HaXOAMTCS TaK JajieKo OT
6e30macHoi1 3eMIH M BUCHT 6e3 ABIDKEHUS B KOITSX HECYLLEro
€ro opJia, ¥ XOJIOAHbIH BeTEp AyeT BOKPYT Hero.

OHH He BepHYIHUCH K Gepery, rae Haxoausach AepeBHs, Kyna
nepea 3TUM ObUIM AOCTARICHB! BbIIPLI, HET, OHH NMOAHHMMAITUCD
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K yrécam, otkyna nosiBwicsi cam IlltopmoBoe O6nako. Tam
0Ka3aJicsl POBHBIH YCTYTI, HAa KOTOPBIN M omycTHIM 606pa, U OH
OCTOPOXHO CeJl KAK MOXHO Onipke K ero cepeiMHe, cTapasich
He BbIKA3bIBaTb CBOMM XO35€BaM HENOBEPHS K 3TMM cKajlaM —
no KpaiiHeil Mepe OH TaK Halesuics.

KaMHH BOKpYr HEro moOKpbIBAIM TPELIMHbI U pa3jioMbl, ¥
3TU AbIPbl M pacLUe/IMHbI, TIOXOXE, CIYXWIH 3TMM NTHLAM B
KayectBe Hop. M ceityac nepen XKeémroi Pakyuikoin 3usn
NpPOBaJl OHOIO TaKoro oTBepcTus. Y Bce oHM 6bUTH packpalile-
Hbl PUCYHKAMH, KOTOpble OTMEYAIH YCTIEXH H Jefla He TOJIbKO
XXUBBIX BOMHOB, HbIHE HaceNsIBLIMX MX, HO M HX IIPEAKOB:
IIOJDKHO ObITb, 3TM OPJIbl XMBYT 3[€Ch YX IOJTO-NIPEAoro.
OnHako Hopa B KaMHe, K KoTopoii XKénras Pakyuika ceifyac
CTOSU1 JIMLIOM, 3aMETHO OT/IMYajlach OT OCTA/BHBIX: Ha BCeX
PHCYHKax u3o6paxanuch BoniweOHble TamMcManbl. M korma
606p cornysncs, 4Tobbl NOCMOTPeTh Ha HUX, BOPOH BhINpbIrHYA
BNiepén M3 TpelMHBI Yy Bxoga. OH 3HEpPIrMYHO 3aMaxasi KpbUlb-
SIMM, M TIO ero MpH3bIBy OBOE MOJIOABIX OpJOB MNOSBWIUCH
no3aau Hero, y oqHoro 6su1 Hebonbluoi 6apabaH, pa3pUcoBaH-
HBIi1 KpacHOH M Oenoil Kpackoi, a y Apyroro — Kakasi-To
CBSI3K4, KOTOPYIO OH OCTOPOXHO NOJIOXW] PsSiAOM C MATHOM Ha
cKajle, MOYEepHEBLLEH nocne MHOTOYUCIEHHBIX KOCTPOB.

Opén, NpUHECLLMIA CBSA3KY, NTOTOM OTOLIEN BOOK W 32 TPH-
YeTbIpe XOAKHM NMPUHEC K MECTY KOCTPAa HECKOJIbKO HeBObLIMX
Ky4Y€K XOpOLIO BBbICYLICHHOIO AepeBa, KOTOpbIC OH CJIOXII B
¢opme Bureama. Ilocne 3Toro oH BMeCTE C OCTAIbHBIMM OpJia-
MM OTTIPaBIJICS K HaceCcTaM, OCTaJIcsl TO/IbKO OIMH, ¢ 6apabaHOM.
Bc€ 3T0 OTKpBITOE NMPOCTPAHCTBO 3aHMMANIK CKAJIbl, I1€ MOXHO
6bio cuaeth. 2Kénras Pakywika nokpyrun rososoil cripasa-
HaJIeBO W MOHSA, YTO BCE NTHULBI CNOKOMNHO pacroJIOXWIHCh
KOJILIOM, XOTSl OH He oTbopauMBaics oT BopoHa, 4ro6bl
MOCMOTPETh, HAXOASTCA JIM OHM TAKOKE 32 ero CNHHOIM.

W 1yT GapaGaHMK Hayan CTy4aTb KOITSAMM NpaBoif HOTH,
CHayana THMXO, NOTOM ¢ Goiblueil CHIOM, TaK YTO 3BYKH, YTO
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CliepBa Ka3aJIHCh TONBKO GOpPMOTaHHEM rpoMa, CTAHOBWIIHMCh
BCE IrpoMYe M rpoMye.

BopoH B3sin1 YTONEK M3 KOPOOOYKH C OrHEM, MOJIOXWI €ro B
BHIBaM M3 ICPCBAHHBIX BETOYCK M OPOCHI B IUIAMS TO, YTO B3sUl
M3 CBOMX CBSI30K.

[TosiBUACS OBIMOK, pa3HOLBETHbII, CHayasia roy6oi, NoToM
KpacHbIH — M BO3AYX 3alQJIHWIA CMeCh HC3HAKOMBIX 3aMaxoB.
KiyGbst mbiMa He pacXoAWIHCD, @ BCTABAIM POBHBIMHU NPSIMbIMH
KOJIOHHaMH K o6siakaM, KaK 3TO ObUIO B CJTyyae C CUTHATbHbIM
KocTpoM Bbulp. XKénras Pakyuika, 3anpoKHHYB Ha3al rojloBy
Ha CcBOEil TojCcTOM llee, YTOOBI CAEOUTL 3a TeM, KaK OHH
YHOCSITCSI BBBICH, Moaymas, yTo Bc€ Gosble M Gonblie 3TO
HarloOMHHaeT BepEBKY, TaHyBuiyiocsi K HebecHoit CrtpaHe —
KOTOpasl OTCIofla, C BEPLUMHDbI Iropbl, HE MOXET ObITb CJIMLIKOM
Jan€xkoit.

Heyxenn BopoH cofMpaeTcs C NOMOLIBIO 3TOro KOCTpa
nocrtuybs Mupa HebGec ¥ noroBopuTb TaM ¢ JIIOObMH-NpH3pAKa-
MH?

Iloxoxe, yro Her. [loka AbIM 6BLT IycTHIM M TNOAHMMANCS
BBbIC, BOPOH OTBf3a/ TaHLEBAIbHblE MOIPEMYIIKH CO CBOMX
HOT W B3A/1 Yepenauiby NaHUbIPH, HaNOJHEHHbIE KaMELIKAMM.
Ilocne 4yero oH Hayan TaHUEBATb BOKPYT KOCTpa, W, TaHLUyH,
TIeJl, XOT 3BYKM, KOTOpbIE OH M3aBan, He MMeJM CMbIC/a Ui
XKeénmroit Pakyuixu.

Kak 6b1 HM 6bI1 yroMnéH 6o6p, OH momnsITasics NobopoThb
COHJIMBOCTb; HO BCE Xe HEeCMOTpsi Ha BCe €ro YCWIHMS roJjioBa
ynana Brniepéd Ha TIpyads, a 'Ma3a 3akpbutuck. [loToM OH,
HaBepHOe, BbINMPSIMWICS, B3IPOTHYB, TOPOTUIMBO ONVISIALIBAsICD,
YTOGbl YBHIETh, HE 3aMETWIH JIH 3TO Opiibl win BopoH.

Ho ouu cnemwin tonbko 3a BopoHoM. Hakoneu 2Kénras
Pakyuika Gonbllle He CMOr CpaXaThCi CO CHOM, M BCKOpe
NnpoBaIWICA B GecnaMsTCTBO.

M xoTa OH maxe CO3HaBajl, YTO IPEe3UT, eMy NpHUBHIEICS
KAKOM-TO CIMUPUTHYECKHH COH, TaKOH, 4TO, NPOCHYBUIHCD,
HEBO3MOXHO 3a0bITb.
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OH I1UIBLT BBICOKO B HeGe, HO HE HECOMBIN OIHMM U3 OpJIOB,
KOTla MCNLITHIBAN CTpPax nepel BO3MOXHLIM TafcHHEM, a
CJIOBHO M Y HEro ToXe ObUIM KpbUIbS — BCKO €T0 XM3Hb.

A HIDKE HEro NpocTUpalics Becb TOT MHP, YTo 6bUI 3HAKOM
Xeémroit Pakymike. BoH TaM 03epo, OT KOTOPOIO OTIpaBHICSH
€ro KJIaH Ha CBOEM MYTH K ory. Yl oH Teneps BUAEN HX, y3HaBasl
moboro 6o6pa. U cpean Hux 6bu1a Kakass-TO BblIpa, H OHH
CJIeIWIH 3a TeM, KaK 3TO XHMBOTHOC NPON3BOAWIO NEPEAHHMH
nanaMM Kakue-to 3Haku. M Kénras Pakyuika ysHan 3ToT
MpeayTpeXAalolinii 3HaK: IMyTh Ha IOT 3aKa3aH, H UM HYXHO
‘Tenepb NOBOPAYMBATh Ha3al, a, MOXET, Ha BOCTOK HIH Ha IOr,
yTOOBI OKAa3aThcsl B G€30MacHOCTH.

Ewé oH yBuaen peky, GOJIOTHCTYIO TOMb C JepeBHEH BbIAP,
rae BOMHbI TENEpPh M3TOTABRIMBAIM HOBLIE KOITbSl, a XCHLUHHDI
pabotanu, cobupas nobosble enbl, CIOBHO OHH NpeArnonara-
JIM, YTO MX OCTPOBOK-IOM, BO3MOXHO, OKAXeETCd B Ocalle.

VBHIEN OH M ceJieHHe HOPOK, rae ero 1 CnomanHoro Korrs
JAEpXa/iy IUVICHHUKAMH, H TaM HOPKH XJlecTaM 6uyamu paboB-
606pOB, U3MOXIEHHBIX, H3PAaHEHH bIX, HU3KOPOCJIbIX, 3aCTaB/SAA
MX pbiTh Bcé HoBble KaHanbl. M XKénmras Pakyuika cTMcHyn
3y6bl, OXBaYeHHBbIH Ge3yIepXXHOM ApOCTHIO NPH BHAE 3TOrO.

Ho 310 6LUIO €lUé He BCE, YTO OyXH 3aXOTeNH, YToObl OH
yBuaen. OH cKopee He caM JieTel, a ero HeCJo Bnepé, Ha Joro-
BOCTOK, M IOpbI C THE3A0BLAMM OPJIOB TENEPhL OCTAINCH AAICKO
3a ero CrMHoii. Bor Tak OH M OKa3ajics B MECTHOCTH, KoTopas
6bU1a MNpepueif, MecTaMM TNepexoauBllass B IMyCTbIHIO. Tam
PacroioXWiach KaKasi-To JAEpeBHS, U OH Tenepb MNOHA, YTO
TO, YTO MOKa3biBaeTcs eMy, — TBepabiHA M3MmeHsoulerocs.

Bcé HiDke W HMDXKE CITyCKAJICA OH K 3TOi AepeBHe, NOKA He
HCHYTAJICS, YTO KTO-TO M3 3THX CYLLECTB BHH3y BCKUHET IOJIOBY
K Heby M 3aMeTuT ero. Ho HHMKTO He aenan 3Toro: 3ToT
CTPaHHbII CIIMPHTHYECKHUH COH oxpaHsan ero. U 606p crynun
Ha 3eMJTIO Niepell HOPO#i CO CTEHaMH M3 LIKYp M KoTopasi CTosia
f000aJib OT OCTAIbHBIX. PHCYHKH Ha Heli H3006paXaiy BEJTUKYIO
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¥ MOLIHYIO Mario, TaK 4YTo OH 0osJicsl MPOTSHYTDb BNEpén Namy
M TIPUNOAHSATb 3aHaBecKy Bxoaa. M Bcé xe XKénras Paxywuka
HOJDKeH ObUI clenaTh 3TO: Ta HYXAa, YTO NMpHBeNa ero cioaa,
NpHKa3bIBaJla eMYy 3TO.

IToaroMy 606p BOLUEN B HOPY M MOHSUI, YTO 3TO XWIMLIE
BeJIMKOro Boyie6HHUKa. OnHAKO AyXH €ro CHa HanpaBWIH €ro
B3IVIsL0 K LUECTY B LIEHTPE HOpPbI M CBsI3Ke, BUCEBLUEH Ha HEM,
M OH NOHSJI, YTO UMEHHO 3TO IOJLKHO OKa3aThCs Y HEro, eciu
OH cobHpaeTcs CHOBa cTaTh TonbKo JKénroii Pakywukoit. OnHa-
KO KOria OH MOAHSUI NepeAHION0 Jiamy, YToObl B3SIThb CBSI3KY,
KI1y® TEMHOIO, CMepasilLero AbiMa MOXHAICSA C MeCTa KOCTpa, H
OH OTMPbITHYA Ha3al, OTYEro BLIBAJIWICS MMMO 3aHABECKH
CHOBA Hapyxy. A NOTOM OH OGHapYXI1, YTO He MOXET BO3Bpa-
THTBCS, YTO OH CHOBA HECETCH B BO3AYyXE, Hanpamissich Npoyb
OT 3TOro ropoga KoHOToB, ob6paTHO K ropaM opnoB. M Bor
HaKOHell OH OYHY/CH CpelM CKAJIMCTBIX YTECOB, CHAA nepen
KocTpoM, ¥ BopoH 6onblue He TaHueBan. CTyyaHue no Gapaba-
HY TOXe NpeKpaTWIOCh, He ObUlo HM OapabaHa, HM ApyTHX
cineauBUMx 32 BopoHoM opnos. M yxe Hayanach Houb.:

«Teneps Thl 3Haewb», — BOpoH He Mokazan 3HakaMH, a
TIPOCTO MPOIMLLIAJ 3TH C/IOBA Ha s3blKe 600pOB, KOTOpLIC, XOTS
M ObUIM NMpOM3HeceHbl C CWIbHBIM aKLIEHTOM, OfHAKO OKa3a-
JIMCb BIMOJIHE paxIMYMMBIMH, 4yTOOBI XKérras Pakyuwika mor
TNOHATb HX.

«[la, A 3HalO», — OTBCTUA GOOp.

«Tbl DOJDKEH OTNPaBUTLCS TyAA Y B3ATb BOJILIEOHYIO CBA3KY,
YTOObI 3acTaBHTh 3aTeM M3MeHslollerocs MCMpaBHTb CHENiaH-
HY10 ONHaXIbl OLUMOKY: B 3TOH CBs3KE 3aK/II04YEHA €ro cuja M
0Oe3 He€ OH Bcero JMlIbL NOJIOBUHA 'rort'), YeM OH XOYET ObITb».

«[lonruit nyrs, — 3amMerun XKénras Pakywika. — Ha Hero
norpebyeTcss MHOIO BpeMEHH».

«Ho He cnmiukoM gonruii, eciiv NETETh C MOMOLIBIO KPbUlb-
eB, — XuBO oTBeTWn BopoH. — [la, Ha YeTbIpEX HOrax OH
OKaXeTcs OYeHb MIHHHBIM, OLHAKO Mbl 00NErYMM ero Tebe».
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«Bb1 04eHb nOGpBLL...»

BopoH OTKphUI KIIOB, pe3KO pacCMESIBLINCD:

«A nenato 310 He no aobpore, bobp. A nenaio 310, NOTOMY
iTo UaMeHsmoliniics ¥ A HaBHO yXe BpaxayeM MexXay coboii.
Korma-to Mbl ObUTM JOpY3bSIMM M BMeECTe TBODWIM Maruio. A
TOTOM OH B TaifHe OT MeHS Y3HaJl KOe-YTO M He Mnoaeawics
JTUM CO MHOH, TOLUEN CBOMM TTYTEM H JIMLLUb CMESUICH, KOraa A
"OBOPHJI €MY, YTO Mbl JOJDKHBI BeCTH cebs Kak 6paTrbd H He
/TAaUBaTh 3HAHHs ApYT oT Apyra. IlostroMy ycMupn UsMeHsio-
nerocsi, ¥ A 6yny pax 3toMy. S 6b1 nonpocun y Tebs 3Ty
Marm4eckylo Belllb, OOHAKO IOYyXH NPpENCKAa3bIBalOT, YTO 3TO
10JDKHO TOCTYXHTb Apyroii Lienn. BnpoyeM, nMLEHHDIN €€, OH
SymeT cTpajaTh, a 3TO KaK pa3 M €CTb MOE XeJlaHHe».

OH BCTan M MOTPEeMYLUKH U TAHLEB HA €0 HOraX M3aay
:naboe apebe3xaHue.

«fl He npoury Tebs BoHTH B Moo Hopy, BobOp: TamM MHoro
BellIei, Ha KOTOpbIE JIMLIbL ONMH 51 MOTY 6€36043HEHHO IIAAeTh.
OnHako Tbl OOHapyXHllb YKpbITHE BOH B TO# pacule/MHe, H
zny. OTAOXHHM HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi, a NIOTOM TNMPHIET TOT, KOTO ThI
BHIEJ] B NEepBOH YacTH CBOEIO IyTELIECTBUSI».

Kénmrasi Pakylixa 3amnos3 ¢ OTKpLITON TUIoLIanKH, obnyBae-
MO#1 BETPOM, KOTOPBIH TEMEPD CTaJl COBCEM NPOH M3bIBAIOLIMM,
B TPElIMHY, Ha KOTOpylo eMy yKasan BopoH. TaM oH Hawén
HEMHOFO KOpbl, KOTOpYIO, AO/DKHO ObITb, NMPUHEC OOUH H3
opnoB. Cam Obl OH BblGpan ceGe Opyroe, H Ha BKYC OHa
okasanach roppkoi. Ho 600p cben eé ¢ GnarogapHOCTbIO M
CBEPHYJICA KITyOKOM, YTOObI 3aCHYTb.

Ewe B TeMHOTE KOrTHCTas nana pas3oyawia ero. Hag 6o6pom
CTOSU1 MOJIofOH opén-6apabGaHiumk. YBuaes, yro XKénras Pa-
Ky1LIKa OTKpbUI IJ1a3a, OH OBLICTPLIM 3HAKAMM NOKA3aJl, YTO OHH
nOo/KHbI oTnpapasitbed. OH He nan 6o6py BpeMeHM, YTOOBI
BO3pa3HTh WIH CIIPOCHTb YTO-TO: €1Ba ToNbKo XKénTtas Pakyu-
KA BbINOJ3 M3 pPAcLUENHHbI, KAK OH MNMOIXBATWI €0, W OHH
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yHecMch B TEMHbIe 00/1aKa HaBCTpeyy BeTpy. YXe B TpeTHii pa3
€ro Mcmyraj NOJET B Bo3ayxe, M 600Op 3akpbul Ifasa, 4TOObI
BbliHecTH ero. Ho B 3ToT pa3 eMy npuuuioch TpyaHee: NONET
oka3sajcsl Kyna Oonee JoarMM, 4eM KOIAa ero NoAHMMAIM Ha
TOpy WIM NEepeHOCWH K o3epy. Tenepb Te nepenéThl NokKasa-
JIACH TOJILKO KPAaTKMMH MTHOBEHUSIMH ONTACHOCTH, YTPOXABLIEH
eMy.

Han HnM poBHO 6MM MoLIHBbIE KpbUibs, H XKénras Pakywika
Joraaajicsi, YyTo, KaK BO CHE, OHHM HanpaRIdloTCs Ha loro-3anam,
NpoYb OT Iop M JIETAT Hall MYCTLIHHOM Npepueii, B KOTOpOii OH
BUIEJ Ty AepeBHIO KoioroB. OH nonsitajicss 064yMarb, YTO OH
JoJDKeH Oyder nenarb, KOIAa OKaXeTcs TaM. 3aBnafeTh TaKoM
AparoleHHOM Belbl0 M3 HOpbl, B KOTOpDOW OHa BMcena M
KOTOpasl HaxoAWjlach NOCpeAd BpaXeCKOW AepeBHHM, — JeJio
onacHoe, TPyAHO HaaesTbcs Ha ycrex 3Toro npeanpustus. U
BCE X€ CIIUPHTHYECKMIi COH Jall €My SICHO MNMOHATb, YTO OH
JOJDKEH 3TO cleaTb.

BHe3anHo XKénras Pakyllika no4yyBCTBOBaJl, YTO OpEN cnyc-
Kaercs, ¥ OTKpbU1 Ma3a. [IockosibKy ero aAepXxaJsu JIMLOM BHM3,
OH M B CaMOM JeJie yBUIe/ 3eMITI0, NPHOIIDKaBLIYIOCS K HeMy.
Jlo HacTyIUleHus yTpa OCTaloCh COBCEM HMYETO, M TENepb CBET
yXe CTaJl cCepoBaThiM — OAHAKO BCE Xe ell€ ObL10 JOCTaTOYHO
TEMHO, U 3eMJIIO NOKPbIBAIH TEHH.

Opén He cTan MArKo OMycKaTbh €ro, a NpoOcTo ocaabui
XBaTKy, oryero XKémras Pakywka ynan nocpeau 3apocieif
KYCTapHHKAa M B CIEAYIOLIMIA MMT cpaXascs CO BCEMH KOTIOYH-
mu BetKaMH. Korna oH ocsoGoawicst or myT, NpHHECUIHH €ro
OpéN BbIIIfALEN KAaK OYeHb Aan€kas, ObICTpo yaansiBluasics
TOYKA B Hebe, M Yy Hero He ObUIO BO3MOXHOCTH NodJiaroaapuTh
NTTHLYY, €CJIH TOJIbKO MOXHO JEHCTBHTE/NILHO CKa3aTh cracuoo,
Koraa Tebs ¢ Takoit GecLiepeMOHHOCTBIO 6pocaloT Ha He3HaKo-
MYIO 3€MJII0, BO3MOXHO, COBCEM psIOM C BpaXeCKHUM
nocelieHHEM. . ,

XKeénras Pakyiuka npHBCTaN HA 3aXHHE Jlanbl U OsOeNcs.
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OH oka3asicsl nocpeau NpepHH, rae NOYTH HHYEro He poco,
COBEPLUEHHO OTKpbITas MECTHOCTb: OH BHIE] TOJbLKO HM3KO-
pocnblii KyCTapHMK, M Ka3ajloCh, 4YTO 3TH pacTeHHA OT
3apoXOEHMS XHU3HH 3[1eCh He 3HAIM, YTO TAaKoe Xopollas noysa
M obwime Boabl. To TyT, TO TaM BULHEIHCh NMOJIOCKH NecKa, Ine
BOOOLLC HUYEro HE MOIJIO PacTH.

OH MeleHHO noBepHyJ rojioBy. JlepeBHsi KOHOTOB, rae Gbl
OHa HM npsTaNach, JO/DKHA HAaXOLUTBCS He CIMLIKOM JaJlIeKo
OT UCTOYHHKA BOAbI: INHTbE BCErIAa AODKHO OBbITh Y JIIOObIX
XUBOTHBIX. ZK€nras Pakylika cTajl MIPUHIOXMBATHCA K KAXIOMY
IYHOBCHHMIO BETPa, OH Aesiasl ITybOKue BIOXH BO BCE€ CTOPOHBI,
Haziesicb OOHapYXWTb 3anax BOAbI.

OH posxeH GbL1 HAaUTH BOAY HE TOJIBKO NMOTOMY, YTO OHa
npupena 6bl ero K JepeBHE, HO M IOTOMY, YTO 3TO Gbln
HMCTOYHHMK efbl. Ta ccoxiasica ragocTb, KOTOPYIO AOOLUTH ANA
HEro opibl HaKaHyHe HO4Yblo, JIMIUb NpUraciwia rojiol, Ha
caMOM [ieJie 10 KOHLia TaK M He YAORIETBOPHMB €ro, M Temnepb
606p xoTen ecTb, OH NMPOCTO HyXAAICA B €ie M NOJDKEH ObLI
DOOLITL €€,

OH ctosn /NMUOM K IOy, Koraa coBceM ciabblit 3anax,
KOTOPbI} OH BBIMCKHBAI, AOHECCA n0 Hero. M Hudyero Henbss
6bLN0 MoAeNIaTh, OH AODKEH ObUT MATH MNELIKOM 10 MECTHOCTH,
KOTopast OTHIOAb He TMNpeAHasHavyanach IUIA TNepeaBHXEHHUs
HEYKIIIOXETo ¥ MelUleHHoro 3eeps. Y ymiub Hazexna xoraa-
JM60 NOCTHTHYTL TOH BOABI 3acTamnsuia Gobpa AepxkaTbes
HACTOpOXe KO BCEMY TOMY, YTO HaXOAWIOCh BOKPYT.

CorHue yXe NMOAHAIOCH, KOraa OH Mo6pén Bnepén, narsl
Hayai CHoBa 6oieThb, 06AHPAsACH O TOpsTIHIi ¥ TBEPABIH CYT/H-
HoK. ITpH moBoM yno6HOM ciyyae OH cTapaicsi NpUAEPXHBATLCS
MOJIOCOK C Ipyboii TpaBoi, KoTopas JaBajla XOTb KaKylO-TO
MSTKOCTb. 3[1eCb UMeJlach XH3Hb: OH BHIE] NMTHL, pa3 WiM ABa
— SlIEpPOK, BbUIELUWX M3 HOp Ha YTPeHHee COJIHLE npexne
YeM Xapa 3arOHMT MX obpaTHo B yKpbiTHe. V1 oaMH pa3 oH
cleJsian UIMPOKHI KpYr BOKPYT MecTa, Ile Cripsitanach 3Mes, O
4Y€M €ero npeaynpeawl HEHABUCTHBIH MYCKYCHBIN 3amax.
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EnvHCTBEHHOE, YTO panoBajo, — TO, YTO 3anax BOIbLI
CTaHOBWICS BCE CHIbHEE U CHWIbHEE, 3aCTaBiiff ero ABHUraThCH
BriepEA, CTPAaCTHO XeJaBLIErO IUTIOXHYThCS- B KAaKyl0-HHOydb
PeuKY, MOXET, laXe B 03¢pO C NPOXJIaaHON BOJOMH. A TOTOM OH
3aMep M HU3KO COTHY/ICS B TeHM KYCTApHMKA, Halesich, 4TO
BOBpeMsl cnpsataicsi. poMKMe BOPOHbU KPUKH, OT KOTOPBIX
3a60J1eTM y1IM, XOpOLUO Pa3HOCWIHMCh B 3TOH MECTHOCTH.

[ToBopaunBas ronosy BBepx-BHH3, JK¢éaras Pakywika cmor
PaccMOTpeTb BOPOH, KOra OHHU NpoJieTeIU Haj rojloBoil — MX
6bL10 TPH, TOXE, KaK U OH, HaNMpaRIABLIMXCH Ha 10T, HO TOJibKO
noa HeGONMBLUMM YIJIOM K BOCTOKY. ECiiM OH BCE Xe pHUCKHET
MOBEPUTD, YTO OHHM HAMPABNAIOTCS B AEPEBHIO KOWOTOB, TOIAA,
3HA4YMT, €CTb HaZeX[da, YTO OH BCE Xe CMOXeT nobpaThcsi 10
BOAbl Ha HEKOTOPOM pPacCTOSIHMM OT Bpara: 3arnax, rNoxoxe,
TAHYJICA C BOCTOKa Ha 3amaf.

OxoHYaTeIbHO YOeaAUBLUINCH, YTO BOPOHBI yXKe Aaneko, XKeén-
Tasi Pakyuika, NOKMHYB YKpBITHE, 3aKOBbUISU Jasblue. 3aMeyas
Briepeay n1000i KyCTapHMK WIM OCTPOBOK BbICOKO# TpaBbl, IIc
OH Mor 6bl pacTAHYTbCS Ha 3eMjle B Cilyyae HeOOXOOHMMOCTH,
606p co Bceil CKOPOCTBIO, KAKYIO TOJILKO MOT pa3BUTb, Nepebe-
raj, nemiss, oT OQHOIO KYCTAPHHKA K APYTOMY.

Tenepsb 3anax BoAbl CTA/1 TAKUM CWIbHBIM, YTO OH C TPYAOM
caepxuBan cebsi, yroO6bl He copBarbcsi Ha 6er. OnHako OH
COXpaHsUI OCTOPOXHOCTb M ABHUIAICS OT ONHOIO YKPBbITHS K
ZApYyToMy, nepexuaas Mexny nepexonamu. ColHue yxe Hadyano
NpMIIeKaTb, M 34eCb JieT:U10 Gonblle NTHL, HO SLIEPOK OH
6osmblie He 3ameyan. OmHaXobl OH YBHIEN TNapy KpPOJMKOB.
OHH HaHec/IH Ha cebs OKpacKy, FTOBOPMBLUYIO, YTO OHHU COBep-
1aloT Haber, U ABMIUIMCh C OCTOPOXHOCTbIO, KaK M OH.
Mornoasle caMubl, NoAyMan OH, BO3MOXHO, CMeJIO MNbITAIOTCS
[OOUTbCA KAKOro-To Tpodess B 3TOH CTpaHe KOMOTOB — XOTH,
rogymMan OH, MX CMEJIOCTb — 3TO MPOCTO IOHOLIECKas IJTy-
nocTb, U Moboii Tpodeit, NOOLITLIA TaKMM OOpa3oM, ObL1 Obl
CKopee K CThlay, a HE K C/aBe.
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Bo6pb1 cuMTalOT XpabpocTh LEHHOM BellblO, KAK U OCTaIb-
Hrle ieMeHa Hapona, onHako miymblit xpabpell He nosiy4ai ot
HMX NOXBaJTbl 3a CBOIO ITyTocTh. 2K€ntas Pakylka ocTopoxHo
MPOABMIAJICH, YTOGLI He ObITh 3aMEYEHHBIM 3TOM TMapoH, XoTd
B noboe Apyroe BpeMsi OH Obl MOMHTEPECOBAICS Y HUX, Kyna
uaTM. Ecniu oHM OeHCTBHTENBHO B3SUTMCh 3a KOHOTOB, YTO
TONBKO M MOXHO TNPEATONOXHUTb, TO €My He XOTeJoCh, YTOObI
MOLWTH CyXH 06 ero npeGbIBAHMH 37€Ch, Tae ONWHOKHI1 606p
cpa3sy NMpHUBIEYET K cebe BHHUMAHHE M BOMPOCHI.

3ema BApyr o6opBanach KpyThIM CKJIOHOM, M XKeénrtas Pa-
KylIKA TNOCMOTpesl BHW3 B mnponacTb. HamepHoe, B Ipyroe
BpeMsl rola pyyeii Ha OHe €€ W Mor 6bl CUMTAaTbCS PEKOM,
OJIHAaKO TeMEpb OH COBCEM MEpecoX, NPeBPaTHBLUUCH B LIEMOYKY
BOOOEMYHMKOB, BCE CHILKOM MeJIKHe, YTOObI IU1aBaTh B HHX, MO
KpaiiHeil Mepe Te, yTo OH yBuaen. OnHako 3To Oblna Boda, M
BCE €ro CYIIECTBO CTPACTHO CTPEMWIOCH OKYHYThCS B HeE€.

BoT TonbKO 3TO yiuesbe ObU1o BCE Ha BUAY. OTBAXHUTLCA Ha
CnycK 31ech, 6e30 BCIKMX YKDPBITHIA, O3Hayaso NMpocTo NoKpa-
coBaTbCA MNepen No00il BOPOHOH MJIM Xe KaKMM-HHMOyab
KOHOTOM-pa3BeJYUKOM.

JKénras Pakyiika mon yrmioM CTaa chyckaThess K Oepery,
TOMHBIM B3IVISIAOM B3Mpasi Ha o3eplLa, Ha KOTophle B Jmoboe
Ipyroe BpeMsi OH Obl NOCMOTpEN C OTBpalliCHHEM HM3-3a Ips3-
Holi Boabl B HUX. Tloka OH cryckasicsi, BONOEMBI CTATH 6osblLe
pasMepaMM M YXC COCOUHSIIMCh APYT C APYTOM, YTO CITYXWIO
BEpHBIM NPHU3HAKOM eABa TeKyllero py4ybs. HapepHoe, notuu-
Xe K HCTOYHMKY 3TOi BhIChIXaljoliel peyku Boabl Oyaer
no6osnblue.

HakoHeu 606p yBumen 3en€Hbie pacTeHMs, pacTyllMe Ha
CaMOM JIHE Yllie/Ibsl, U CO B310XOM OOJIerYeHMsl MOJTYypYXHYNl H
3aCKOJIb3WI BHHM3, a [IOTOM M BOOOlLie MOKATWICS K KPalo py4bs.
BripoueM, OH He HAaCTO/NbKO 3a0bL1 OO OMacHOCTH, YTOObI He
ofopayMBaTbCsl U HE YHMYTOXaTh LUHPOKMMH IBHXEHHSIMH
CBOETO XBOCTa BCe CJielibl, KOTOpble OCTABAIUCH MOCJIE HETO. -
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3mech pocsia HHU3KOpochasi o/ibXa, U OH C HaclaXIeHHEM
orBefan e€. Ho OH ObU1 HOCTaToO4HO OCTOPOXEH, YTOObI CAH-
paTh BETOYKM M KOpy, e Helerko 6buio Obl 3aMETHTb 3TH
npoceeThl. M oH Taxke Hapeszan HeGonblIYIO CBS3KY Ha Oymy-
lee, KaK paHblle, KOrga IyTellecTBOBaJl B ropax. B 3roii
TOJTYITYyCTBIHHOM MECTHOCTH HeJib3sl CIIMIIIKOM ToJlaraThesl Ha
TO, YTO CMOXELIb YTO-TO MOTOM OGHAPYXHTb.

Henonanéxy Hauwoch ogHO 03eplLO, B KOTOPOM YAaloCh
pyOOKO NMOIpPY3UTLCS B BOAY, CMOYMTb CBOH HCNAYKAHHbBIH
NMECKOM M 3eMJIEH MeX, YCIIOKOHTb HolollMe Janbl. OH HbIpsUL
M IU1aBaJl, MOCTOSAHHO A€pXach TEHM AePEBLEB, IVIbIBYLLIECH Ha
MOBEPXHOCTH BOAbI, NOKA He NMOYYBCTBOBAJ ceOs NMOYTH TaKUM
Xe CWIbHBIM, KaK Ipexiae.

Cyass nmo coyHlly, YXXe MHHOBa1 nojgeHb. OH oraaics
c1aboMy TeYeHHIO BOAbl, MBITASACh PELUHTDL, YTO Ae/IaTh AaJblie.
Kak ¥ 6onpuiMHCTBO TeMéH Hapoaa, XoHOTBI npeanoydTaloT
TEMHOTY HOYM SIpDKOMY CBeTy AHs. M ¢ HacTyIuleHHeM TeMHOTBI
Jarepp HMX OymeT Hacropoxe nocje npobyxaeHus. Hmeno
CMBICJI ceHyac OMISIIETLCA, €C/IM AePEBHS HAXOAMTCS HE CJIMUI-
KOM aaJieko oTcioga. [1puBsizaB K cebe peMHAMH U3 Boaopociei
CBA3KY C efoii, 606p normibul, noaxoas K Gepery JiMilib TOrna,
KOraa BOJia CTAaHOBWIAch CJIMUIKOM MeJKoii. BrnpoueMm, Teneps
TaKMX MeCT nornajganoch He MHoro. Makruyecky, yepena Bogo-
€MOB BCKOpe NpeBpaTWiach B pyueH, U OH CMOT NCpeABUraThCs

ObicTpee, YeM YTPOM.

Kamennwvit nec

¥YXe HacTal 3aKaT, COJIHLE NOYTH CKPbUIOCh 32 FTOpaMH Ha
3anage. XKémraa Pakywika pacnpocrépcs Ha 3emJjie B uallie,
3HEPruyHO MPOTUpas OrpyOeBLIMIA MeX CBOMX MepelHHMX Jan
JIMICTbSIMM, MMEBLUMMM CWIbHbIH 3anax. OH Hanesuicsi, 4TO,
MOXET, UM YNacTCsi 3aITyllMThb CBOM MYCKYCHBIA 3ariax, XOTs
6bUI0 BMOJIHE BO3MOXHO, YTO OH OlIMbaeTCs; OnHAKO 370 6bUIa

338



€OMHCTBEHHAas 3alllMTa, KOTOPYIO OH CMOT ceifuac NpUayMarh.
EMy npeacrosisio npobparbcs B Jlarepb KOMOTOB, B HOpY,
KoTopasi 6bU1a pacnosioXeHa YyTb NooAanb OT OCTAIbHBIX, B Ty
caMyl0, YTO OH BHIEN B CBOEM CITHDHTHYECKOM CHe.

OH cneann 3a Hed monroe Bpemda. OnHaKko 3aHaBecka BXOna
OCTaBajlaCh OMYyLICHHON, B TO BpeMs KaK B OPYTrHMX Hopax
Jlarepsi OHM ObUTH NPUIIOAHATHI, ¥ MalleHbKHE TMaJIOYKH yaep-
XMBAIH MX B TAKOM MOJIOXKEHHH. DT0 MOIJIO O3HayaTb OAHY
WIM JaXe ABE BelW: YTO Hopa JeHCTBUTE/IbHO ObLna IycTa, Win
Xe 4yro e€ Riazejiell AOMa M He XodeT NMPUHMMATb HUKAKHX
noceTuTenei. A 11a ueneit 6o6pa Mexay 3THMM AByms ¢akra-
MM ObLUIa OrpOMHAasi pa3HHMLA.

Yxe npubnkancs KoHel AHA, Koraa oH oOHapyxmn 3Ty
JePeBHIO Ha CEBCPHOM Gepery obMeneBLuei pedykn. Ha loxHoM
Xe TAHY/IMCh YacTble INOJOCKM NecKa, M Janbllleé MECTHOCTb
OECTBUTEIILHO Nepexoania B MYCTBIHIO.

Y Xeénroi Pakylurku 65010 HEMHOTO BpEMEHH, YTOOBI Hcclle-
IOBaThb WIM pa3BelaThb Jlarepb. KOMOTBI yXe IpoOyaWIMCh.
Mornoable caMKM CNycKalMch K Kpalo BoIbl, Hecs c coboi
KOXaHble CYMKH, PacTépTble XHpOM, YToObl caenaTh MX BOAO-
HENpPOHHULAEMbIMM, ¥ YHOCH/IM BOAy OOpaTHO B CBOM BHUIBaMbl.
Bokpyr HOCWIHCD LLEHKH, MTpas ApyT ¢ apyroM. K 606p Buaen,
KaK W3 CBOMX HOp BLIXOAMJIM 3€BalOLIHE BOUHbDI, NOTAIHBAIKCD,
FPMMAacHUYaNH, MOKA3biBasi IUIMHHbIE KIbIKM, JIOBWIH MyX:
HACTYNAI0 BpeMsl HOuHOM oXoTbl. OH crnipocui cebsi, Kak TaM Te
JBa XpabpbIX KpoJHMKa — He NMOMMa/IHM JIM MX 34eCh NpeXae, YeM
OHH NMOKHHYNH 3TY TEPPHUTOPHIO?

Ecnin 651 eMy NPOTHBOCTOSUT ONMH KOHOT, IBA WIHM JaXe TPH,
TO OH PHCKHYN Obl ApaThCcsi OAMH. 3yObl €ro, XBOCT H KOMbE
NpeaCcTaRIUIN coboi CMEPTOHOCHOe opyxHe. OaHako BCTpe-
TUTBCA C LIEJIbIM IUIEMEHEM — 310 ObUIO Obl MOXOXE Ha Ty
3acajgy HOpoK, B KOTopylo oH yroaua. [losroMy XKéntas Pa-
KYLIKa OCTOPOXHO yIAJIWICA BHHU3 IO peKe U CNPATAICH, YTOObI
obayMaTb CBOM JEHCTBHS.
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OH Mor, KOHeYHO, CNIPATAThCSl U AOXAATLCS KOHLIA HOYM, a
3aTeM TIOMNLITaTLCA CAEAYIOLIMM YTPOM NMPOHUKHYTh B Ty HOpY,
KOTIa JepeBHs CHOBa YCHET. Ho BpeMsi — BOT YTo 6110 BaXHO.
OH He Mor cKa3aTb cebe, noYeMy 3TO TaK BaXHO, HO TOJILKO
370 OBUIO TaK.

Htak... OH Mor noka ToiabKo HaOmopars, oxwugas CBOMH
LUAHC, M MOCJIe TOTo, KAaK IPYTNbl OXOTHUKOB YHAYT H XH3Hb B
ZEpeBHE HAYHET CJIEOBATh NPUBLIYHOMY pacnopsaAKy, OH Morn-
pobyeT nobpaTbcsl A0 MarMyeckKoi HOpbl He3aMe4eHHbIM. EMy
MOBEIVIO YXe B TOM, YTO 3TO He HOpa BOXIsS, KOTOpas pacro-
Jaranach B cepelMHe Kpyra BMrBamoB. HyxHas eMy Hopa
CTOSUIa NOOJa/Ib C CEBEpPHOro Kpas. M, HaBepHoe, XOTS OH H
Oosuicst BLIOpAThCSl U3 BOAbI, EMY yaacTcsl 060MTH €€, HCTIONb3Ys
BBICOKYIO TPaBy B KauecTBe NMPHUKPbITUA. ECIM BHYTpH HMKOro
He OKaxeTrcsl, TO OH 0Oe3 Tpyma cMoXeT Nnpobparbcs Tynda:
3y6aMM pa3’OpBET CTEHKY M3 LUKYpbl B 3aQHE# YacTH HOPLI.

Bor Tak TepnenuBo M nexan XKénmraa Pakywuka B Boge,
TOJILKO I0JIOBAa BO3BbILUANACh HAall NOBEPXHOCTBHIO Py4bsl, HaXoO-
ACb B TEHHW MBBbI, OCTOPOXHO cJiefis 3a TPOMCXOASILLIUM B
narepe.

Kro-TO OBICTPBIMH, PE3KMMHM YIapaMH cTan 6uTh B 6apabaH,
a NOTOM 3aBbIBAIOLUMIA 30B 3a3BeHeN Mo Jjarepio. OH yBHOEN
BOMHOB, TPYCLIOH HanpaBIsBLUMXCS K LEHTPY J€PEBHHU B OTBET
Ha 3TOT npu3biB. He BoeHHbid orpsaa. He 6bu10 HM TaHuUylo-
LIMX, HU nopowiux. [a, oH, HaBepHOeE, NpaB B CBOEH JoraaKe —
ceifyac cobupanach 6onblias oxora. W, cyas no koiauyecrBy
coOpaBUIMXCS OXOTHHUKOB, €€ LC/bl0 OyAeT He KTO-TO, KOro
JIErKO 3anosy4uTb. MoXeT, OHM OTIIPaBISIOTCS 32 TEM POraThiM
CO3aHHeM, YTO OH BuAea B npepun? [1pu 3Toit Mbican XKeérras
Pakywka wsnan xoporkoe ¢bipkaHbe. Kakoii xe Moryuuec-
TBEHHBIl TaIMCMaH AOJDKEH ObITb Y HMX, €CJIH OHM AYyMaloT,
4YTO CMOIyT YOMTb 6u30Ha! M BCE Xe Takoe Gosblioe YHCIO
OXOTHMKOB YKa3blBa/l0 Ha TO, YTO OHM BBIXOASIT HAa OXOTY 3a
nogobHO KPYMHOH AHYbIO.
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B cnenyiommii pa3 oH yBHaen OXOTHMKOB, KOTAa T€ NMOKHAa-
71 gepeBHIo. Cnepeay Luarai 310pOBEHHbIN KOHOT CO CBET/IbIM
MEXOM, KOTOpbIH Ka3ajicsi TOYTH 6enbiM B CyMepKax B Tex
MeCTax Ha CBOeil lIKype, rae He ObUlO Ma3skoB Kpacku. Ilo
6oKaM Y YyTb MO3aAM LUIM NMPOCTble BOUHbI AEPEBHH.

CrnenoM 3a 3THUM BecbMa NpeACTaBUTENbHBIM aBaHMApAOM
JBMTAJIHCh MOJIOIbIC OXOTHHUKH, HEKOTOpblIE U3 HHMX TOJBKO-
TOJILKO BBbILIM U3 HICHSTYLETO BO3PACTa M 3aMbIKA/IM LIECTBHE.
OHM He LK C BAXHBIM BHMAOM, He JasulM, a JMIUIb poOKo
CTYTIAJIN CJIEAOM 3a CTApLUIMMH, CJIOBHO BCelleI0 NOMIOEHHbBIS
3alayei, KoTopas cTosUla ceiyac rnepea HUMHU.

XKeénras Pakywika noxnancs, noka oHH He CKPbUTHCh JANIEKO
Ha ceBepe cpeaM OyiftHOM NOpOCNM TpaBbl, TaKMM 0OOpasoM
NOATBEPXAasl ero NpeariofioXeHHe, YTo OHU ACHCTBUTEIBHO
coOHpaloTCst OXOTUThes Ha 6u3oHa. U 606p ynuBmacs cMenoc-
TH BOXISA, KOTOPBIiA 3aMBICJIWI 3Ty OXOTY, Beab naxe Ilnems
BonkoB nBaxasl Obl MogyMaio, mpexiae YeM peUIMTbCS Ha
TaKyl0 TOMNLITKY, XOT OHU M OBbUIM CTapbiMH BparaMM Tex
poraThiX CO3maHHM.

K TOMy BpeMeHH, KaK B30OLILIA JIYHa, Jlarepb ObUI yXXe He TaK
OXHBNEH. MHOTHE 1LIEHKH CITYCTWINCDH K peKe M IUIECKAIMCh B
Heii. XKénras Pakyluka MeasieHHO NpoABHraics B TpaBe, OTO-
#as Hasal, M HOC ero MOpLUWICS, KOrAa ero AOCTUraj 3amnax
MsICa M3 BUTBAMOB. YITYGHMBLLMCH B TPEpHIO, OH HCIIONBL30BAI
CBOE ocTpoe 0OGOHSHHE, YTOOBbl HANTH JIMCTbA U TPaBy onpeae-
JIEHHBIX BUAOB pacTeHHii, 1 0OpaloBajiCsi, OKa3aBLIMCh PSAOM
¢ KycToM wandest, apoMaTHO NMaxHyBlLIeM B HOYHOM BO3OYXE.

IToToM OH XOpOLUEHBKO BbIMa3as ceb6si CMATBIMH JIMCTBSIMH,
pacTép YelUIyHYyaTyl0 LUKypy CBOEro MolUHOro xsocrta. [lna
TIPMKPBITHS eMY Obl XOTEJIOCh HE TOJILKO 3TOroO, Belb Y KOHOTOB
TaKoe ocTpoe OBOHsIHME, YTO OH HyXIajics BO BCeX CpeACTBax
3alUMTBI, KOTOpble MOT OOHapyXuTb. Berep ayn Tenepp c
BOCTOKQ, 4YTO ObUIO XOTb HEMHOTO, HO B €0 noJb3y. XoTs eMy
COBCEM HE XOTesIoCh IMYTelleCTBOBaTb IO 3eMie, N0 KOTOpoH
eMy Bceraa 6bUIO TPYAHO NepeaBUIaThCs.
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M cHora oH 6pocasicsi OT OOHOIO KycTa K ApyroMy, Aejast
LUIMPOKHMIA MOMYKPYT, 4To6bI 06paThes A0 Jlarepsi ¢ ceBepa, 310
6BUT caMblit GIM3KMIt YTk K Maruyeckoii Hope. [IpoHMKHYTb
NnpsMo K e€ 3alHell CTeHKe — 3TO TOJILKO U COCTABIUIO €ro
Hazexny. OH NMpuCiylIaeTcs K 3BYKaM Y €€ CTeHbl, M €C/IH He
YCNBLIIMT HUKAKOIO ABMXKCHHUSA BHYTPHM, TO TOIa PHUCKHET M
NPOIPHI3ET WieNb B LIKype.

YTo OH caesiaer ¢ TOi CYMKO#, KOIla OHa OKAXeTcs B €ro
nanax, Xémraa Pakyuika ewm€ He 3Han. CriMpUTHYECKMIt COH
1oKa3an eMy, YTO OH AOJDKEH cAesiaThb 3TO, U MOo3ToMy 600p
CJIe0OBA YKA3aHUAM OYXOB.

Koraa oT McTheB Ha NOAYLIEYKAX €ro Jiall OCTAJIHCh TOJILKO
cepo-3eIEHble NMATHLILIKH, OH B MOCJCAHUI pa3 NpOoBEN nana-
MH no GEapaM M ABMHYJCA B MyTb. B JepeBHe MOCTOAHHO
OGyp/mIo Kakoe-To ABMKEHME, HO OHO He JOCTHIaIo Marvyec-
Koif Hopbl. HaBepHoe, KOHOTBI MO KaKUM-TO CEpPbE3HLIM
NpUYHHAM HCNBbITHIBAIK Gi1aroropeifHblii crpax nepea U3mens-
IOLIMMCS, XOTA1 BceM MM ObLIO M3BECTHO, YTO OH OJIATOBOJIMT K
KoHoTaM, KaK K OpaThsiM, H NMPUHMMAET MX OOJIMK HAMHOIO
yalile Jiloboro Apyroro XHBOTHOIO, 9aCTO JOBOALHO NMPOAOJDKH-
TeJIbHbIE NEPHOIbI BPEMCHH XHUBET CpPeiM HUX — K MX OTPOMHOMH
PaiOCTH.

CHoBa M cHoBa JKénras Paxyuika 6Gpocan GecniokoiiHble
B3MAObl B He60. OH He 3a6bUT O BOpOHAaX, KOTOPLIX BUAEN
JIETALWHMH C TOi CTOPOHBI, XOTSl 3a BCE BpeMs, NoKa 606p
HaGmionan 3a gepeBHel, OH MX He 3aMeTwl. Bo3MoXHO, OoHM
NMPHUHEC/IM KAKOe-TO TOC/IaHME M, BBINOJIHMB CBOE 3alaHHe,
yIIETENH.

IlocnenHui peiBok, U XKénras Pakyuika JocTur cBoei Liem
— MecTa cpa3y Xe 3a 3aJHel YacTblo HOpbl ¢ amyneToM. OH
NMOOKpAJICA K Heil HAacKoJIBKO MOXHO GMiDKe, MPpWIOXWI YXO K
MOBEPXHOCTH LIKYPHI, ITBITASICh 3amepXaTb ObIXaHHE M YYTb
YCIIOKOMTb ObICTPLIH CTYK COBCTBEHHOIO cepaua, TakK, YToO6bl
CNBILATD JIYYllle U YIOBHTD JIOOOM, AaXe caMblii cyiabuni 3ByK
H3HYTPH.
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DToMy Mellaa 1IyM Jlarepi — OH HE MOT MOJHOCTBIO
OrpaauTh cebs OT Hero, 4YroObl MOHATH HAaBEPHSIKA, CIHT JIH
KTO-HHOyab BHyTpuH. OmHaKo, MpoXaaB aonroe Bpems, 606p
MOHSUI, YTO OH He MOXET AOJIIO OCTaBaThcs 31ech be3neHCTBys.
EMy npum€Tcs puMcKHYTb OO BO3BpalleHHMs OXOTHHKOB. OHH
NMpoMayT HeJaleKo OT TOro MecTa, TA€ OH pacrulacTajicsd Ha
3eMie, H Y Hero ObU10 Maslo 1IAHCOB Ha TO, YTO 3anax wandes
M OPYTHX Maxy4yHx TpaB CKpPOET ero COOCTBEHHBIN 3amax OT MX
YYBCTBHUTE/IbHBIX HOCOB.

XKénras Pakylika Hayan Konarb NepeIHHMH JlanaMH He-
GoNblIYIO IMKY, OCTAHABIMBAACh B CTpaxe Nnocjie OQHOro-ABYX
KONaHHi, yToObl mpuciaylatbess. Ho HMKAaKMX HOBBIX 3BYKOB
He JoHocWiIock. HakoHel cTpax, YTo BO3BpaTHBLUHECSI OXOT-
HHKM OOHapyXart ero, NpeB30LLIET OCTOPOXHOCTDb, U OH pasopBaJl
LIKYpY CTEeHKH BHrBamMa BOo3Jle OCHOBaHMs, TaM, Iie OH clenal
MKy B 3emie. Tpu yaapa HaoTMalllb, M BOT Y Hero NosiBUIach
LIe/b, AOCTATOYHO Oosbllias, YTOObl NMPOTUCHYTH TOJIOBY H
IUIeYH.

[Mpsamo nepen HUM, lEKOYa HOC M oDecrneynBas 3alIMTHLIN
3KpaH, OKasajicid BOPOX CyXOi TpaBbl M BeToyek luandes,
KOTOpbIE CITyXWIH noctenbio. B kpyxke, obpasoBaHHOM NOK-
PBITHIMM METUIOM KaMHSIMM B LEHTPE HOPbl, KOCTEpP HE ropel.
Tam BooOLIE HUKOIO He ObUIO.

XKénraa Pakyiuka, H3BMBasiCh, NPONO/3 BHYTPb, 3aTEM ycell-
cs Ha nocTeb M ornsaaeincsa. Hukaxux cyMok ¢ 3anacaMu NMIUH
WIH THIKB C BOAOH, KOTOpble CBHCAIM Obl C 11€CTOB, YCTAHOB-
JIEHHBIX N0 00€ CTOPOHbI HOPHI CIIELMANBHO Ui 3TOH LIEJH,
CrpaBa M CjeBa OT ABEPU-3aHABECKU. A MOCTeJib NOA HHM
MOKPbUIACH CYXOii NMbUIbIO Y 3aCKPHIIEa, KOLJa OH LUEBE/IbHY-
csl, yKa3bIBasl Ha TO, YTO €i0 B Noc/iefHee BpeMs He NOJIb30BATHCh.

Jla, oH yyBcTBOBaN 3anax KOHOTa, OQHAKO HE TAKOH CWib-
HbIi, KaK ec/iM 6bl KTO-TO XW1 31ech HeaaBHo. 1 606p Havan
OCTOpOXHbIE TNOHCKH, HCNOJb3Yys CBOE OOOHSIHHE, YTOOBI Mno-
HSTb, YTO X€ MOIJIO NMPOH30MTH 30ECh.
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3anax BLICYLUEHHOIO Msica JIMIb c1a00 AepXalcsi y LICCTOB
IUI CyMoK ¢ npunacaMi. M kpoMe Toro eurywiasics eué 3anax
pacTeHHi, KOTOpble MOIJIH CIYXWTb YacTbio MarMu. Ho cambiM
HETIDUATHBIM YIapoM U1 HEro SIBWIOCh TO, YTO KOraa OH
BHITIPDIMWICSL BO BeCh POCT MOJA LIECTOM B LIEHTPE BHTBaMa,
3aNIPOKMHYB TOJIOBy Ha3al, YTOOBl NOCMOTpPEThb, € BUCHT
CBSI3KAa M3 €ro CHa, TaM HHUYEro He OKa3aocCh.

KoHneuHo, U3MeHsiiommiica Mor 3a6path 3Ty CyMKY ¢ coGoif,
Koraa yxoamn orcioa. OgHako Kyna... Kyna Ternepb AOJDKEH
ornipaBuThest XKénras Pakylika, raoe MCKaTh eMy MarMyeckKyio
cyMKy? Bobp omycTwics Ha Bce yeTbipe Jambl, H 60/1b B €ro
KPOBOTOYAlUMX HOrax M Tejle BHe3amnHo crana ewé octpee. U
CTpalaHHe OT TOro, YTO OH He 3HaeT, YTO JeJiaTbh Tenepb,
TEMHOI TEHBIO JIETJIO HA €r0 pas’yM.

Ho koraa oH nonons o6paTHO K BLIPHITOH 3eMile, TO YBUAEN
— M OYeHb SICHO B NOJyMpaKe HOpbl — HeOONbLION Oebli
KYyco4eK, KIOYOK OpJIMHOro myxa. ¥ oH MOHsUI, 4To 3TO Bellb
MorylulecTBa. Ero coH... Ta cBA3Ka... OHa JieXaa 3aBEPHYTOIl B
CyMKe M3 WIKYypbl, C KOTOpOif CBUCRJIH MEXOBble KHCTOYKH H
nepbsi. U 310, noxoxe, 6bUIa YacTh OOHOM TAKOH KHMCTOYKH.
XKénras Pakylika OCTOpPOXHO NOAHAN KJIOYOK, 3aXKAB ABYMSI
KOTTSIMH.

Benniii Opén! He MorywectBeHHblii Boxabs Illtopmosoe
O6nako ¢ rop, Ho HaMHOro 6onee BeJIMKMH, YeM ToT: benbii
Opén Ha caMoM aeJie npaBWw1 HEGOM, HAXOAMBLIMMCS Cpa3y Mo
He6ecHoii CTpaHoi#i, U TOJLKO NO €ro TNOBEJEHHIO MOXHO
KOMY-JIN00 6e360513HEHHO NMEepexoauTh M3 MMpa BHU3Y B MHpP
HaBepxy. OH Bcerza cumesn Ha Kyaa Oonee BbICOKOH TOpHOM
BEpUIMHE, YeM Jiobast, o Kakoi 6bpu10 m3secTHo LltopMoBoMy
O6naky, BepliuHe, HaxoauBLicics Ha ceBepe. U oH Bcerna
oOpalluéH JTULOM TyAa, IAe BCTAET COJHLE, a crpaBa Y c/ieBa OT
Hero cuasaT aBa 6onee Monoablx opna. Cnpaga cuaur ['oBopsi-
LM, IMLIOM Ha ceBep, a Ha 1or cMoTpuT Habmonarommii. OHun
BpeMs1 OT BpeMEHH TNOSBIAIOTCS BbICOKO HajJl MUPOM, [U1sl TOTO,
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y1O6B! YBHAETb BCE, YTO MNMPOMUCXOOMT B HEM, M COOOLIMTH
BenoMy OpJty, Kak o6CcTOAT A€Na Ha 3eMJie M Boje, Y 3Bepeif u
PacTeHHMH.

Tak yto 3TOT Genblit myx Obul 3HakoM benoro Opna u
JAparoliecHHOM Bellbl0 OTPOMHOIO Moryuiectsa. U Teneps, aep-
Xa ero B Jane, XKénras Pakyluika BHOBb 00p€n Hanexay, elué
cnabylo; OH NMOHs, YTO Tenepb OH MOXeT nonbiTarsest. [lo3ro-
MY, BBINON33si U3 HOpbl, OH 3aXBaTWI C CODO 3TOT KIOYOK
myxa.

A Tenepp — HalTH MecTo noBbiule. OH TNpPHUIMOLHSNICS,
orysabiBasich. Jlanblle K BOCTOKY Oepera peku ObUTH BechMa
ckanucrble. Ceifyac Huyero Bblllie MX GoOp He Buaen. M He
6bU10 HaneXxAbl BCPHYTHCS BOBpEMsl K ropaM WIM Jaxe K
NORHOXHIO XONMMOB. TONBKO OOHO OGOAPWIO €ro — MOAHSB-
LIMIACS M NMOCTOSHHO YCWIMBABUIMIICA BeTep, KOTOPhIi Tellepb
Tpenasn ero Mex.

Topornsicb MCMIOJIHUTD CBOI TUIAH M HAWTH TO MeCTO, Kyaa
ornpaswics HM3MeHsioumiics BMecTe C MarMyecKoi CyMKOH,
XKeénras Pakylika NMOYTH YTpaTWI OCTOPOXHOCTh. W nuumb
NCPEeKIMYKa rPOMKOTO Jiasl, AOHECLIETocs CO CTOPOHBI NpPEPHH,
HanoMHU/Ia eMy, YTO OH He JOJDKeH 3a6bIBaTh 06 OCTOPOXHOC-
TM B 3TOM MeECTe, OMnacaTbcsi OXOTHHKOB, KOTOpble MOIIM B
mo6oit MOMEHT Bo3BpaTHThcs. Y, noxoxe, MMEHHO 3To ceifyac
M MPOMCXOAWIO: Noc/e NOCAEAHENO Jlas OT HOp AepeBHHU MNpo-
HECJIMCb 3XOM BO3IJ1achl, ¥ 6oOp yBHAE XEHLUHUH ¥ AETEHbILLeH
nocTaplue, cobHpaBLIMXCS M OXBAYEHHBIX BO30YXIEHMEM, a
6oJiee MoJsioble YCTPEMWINCD B €10 CTOPOHY, YTOOb! BCTPETHTD
BO3BpALLaBLIMXCS BOMHOB.

PasbexaBiumnce, 410 6LUIO TPYAHO ANA €ro TSDKEJIOro Tena,
XKeénras Pakyuika nomMyancs co Bceil CKOpOCTBIO, KaKYIO TOJb-
KO MOT pa3BHTb, B HAaNIPaBNEHUH PEKH, CKPBIBASICh 3a 3apOC/ISIMU
TpaBbl U KYCTApHMKA, HalesiCb IOCTUTHYTb PEKH Ha BOCTOKE Ha
JOCTaTOYHOM PAacCTOSIHUH OT AEpPEeBHH.

CKOpO OH cOBCeM 3amnbIXajics: 3eMs GbLia TPYAHONPOXOAH-
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MO, HO CTpaX, OXBATHMBLUMH €10, TOJKAJ COBepLIaTh BcE Gonee
M Gojiee 3HEpruyHble YCWIHA. XOp JAalOLHMX- IOJIOCOB C3aaH
nepewéys BO YTO-TO, HANoOMMHalollee TNECHONEHHE, H eMy
NOKA3a/10Ch, YTO OH 4HuTaeT TpuyMd B HEM. HaBepHoe, BoMHbI
JIepeBHM BO3BpalLAIMCh Nocje OMTBBI WIH ycniellHoro Hatera
— BO BCSIKOM cJIy4yae ObUIO SICHO, YTO UM €CTb YeM TOPAHTLCS.

Kénras Pakyllika He OCTaHaBJIMBAJCSA, YTOObI OI/ISAbIBATLCS
Ha3al, M He BHAE] HUYCTo, KpoMe 3eMJIH B HENOCPEACTBEHHOM
6GnnsocTty ot cebs. Tonbko 6b1 moGpaThea 1o Boasl... M, Kak 310
ObUI0 BYepa, HEOOXOAHMOCTD B BOA€E ceiyac CHOBA MOAXIECTbI-
Baja ero.

Henonan€éxy ot pyubs pacnosiaraicsi CKalIMCTbI XOJIM, KO-
TOphIif OH BbIOpal B KayecTBe MecTa, YTOObI TNOMBITAaTLCA
MCMOJIL30BaTh OPJIMHbIN IMyX. OnHaKo cefyac OH He AyMain ob
3TOM: AaXe HOYbIO 3TH OXOTHMKHM C PaBHHMH MOIYT 3aMETHUTb
ero. [loaToMy OH 3anon3 B MEPBYIO Xe TPELUHHY, KOTOPYIO
3aMETWI Cpeliy 3THX liepliaBbIX KaMHe#, M Hayan KapabkaTscs
TO BBEPX, TO BHMU3, HHOIIA C MYYHTENbHOM 060JIbIO CKOJIB3S MO
KaMellKaM M rpaBMIO, Nonanas B paclUe/IMHbI MeXy KaMHSMH,
NoKa CHOBAa He BblOpaJics K 0OpbIBY, Iie HIDKE MpOTeKal pyyei.

BepexHo B3sB B CBOIO NMACTh APAaroLEHHbIA KI04OK, 2KénTas
Paxylika ¢ GarogapHoOCTbIO HbIPHYJ1 B BOZly, MO3BOJIsisl Bjlare
OMbITb BCETO €ro, e1Ba CMesl NOBEPUTb JaXe B 3TO MTHOBEHHE,
YTO €My yAaloch TNOKMHYTb AEPEBHIO, HE BbI3BAB TpPEBOTH.
MoXeT, MOIylWecTBO MNMPH3Pa4YHOIO CHa KaKUM-TO 0Opa3oM
OCT&IOCh Y HEro, H NO3TOMY HMEHHO TaK Xe, KaK KOWOTbI He
BMIEJIM €r0, KOIla OH NOCETH TOrAa HOpy, TaK M ceHyac eMy
yaanoch yiTH, yxXe npeObiBasi B TeJECHOH 0bosouKke?

OH normnbLn BBEpPX MO TEYEHMIO, FNOTOBLIM B I060OH MOMEHT
HBIPHYTb MOA BOAY B C/Iyyae Heo6Xx0AMMOCTH. Pyciio peku 3aech
CY>XMBaJIOCh, MPEBPAaTUBLIMCh KAK Obl B KaHaJsl, NPOJOXEHHbIA
MeXny B3AbIMABLUMMMCA BBepX OeperaMM, CIOXEHHBIMH W3
KAMHS W 3aTBepleBlUeil Ha colHle MMHbl. bobp crpemmics
HAaCKOJILKO BO3MOXHO YBEJIMYMTb paccTOsIHHE MexXay coboi M
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narepeM, Gosich J1I0OOOTO 3ByKa 3a cO0Oi, KOTOPLIN CBHIETEb-
cTBoBaJI Obl 06 OXOTE Ha Hero.

Ho, HaBepHoe, KOHOTBI ObUTM HAcTONLKO YAORIETBOPEHBI
CBOEi YIaYHOH OXOTOM, YTO He 3aMeTWIH Hudero apyroro. U
CHOBa OH CIIPOCHJI cebsi, HeyXelll OHM JEHCTBHTENLHO YOWM
6130Ha: HO Belb HMEHHO K HMM Gnaropomun MsmeHsoumiics,
TaK YTO TaKoif ycriex ObU1 BNOJNHE BEpOSTEH.

PacceeT 3acran ero Ha Kyna 6onee BLICOKO pacriofiaraBliei-
cs 3eMJie, pyyeH Tenepb TEK ObICTPO M C CWIOH, NMOCTOSTHHO
yBe/IHYMBABLIEHCS, TAK YTO €My BCE TpylHee U TpyaHee 6bL10 €
Heif cpaxaThcsd. B KoHle KoHLOB 600p BhIOpasics M3 THCKOB
peyKku. 34ech He pociy HH oNbXa, HY MBa, He 6bU10 M cbenob-
HbIX KOpHE#, M OH mnoxXaiej, YTO He 3axBaTW1 C cobGoit
npumnacoB. OOHako Tenepb JaXe rojJiol He MOr 3acTaBHTh
€ro MoBepHYTb Has3al.

Ilyx, Koraa OH OCTOPOXHO HNOCTAaJl €ro M3 CBOel mNacTH,
ObUT MOYTH TAKMM Xe MOKpPBIM, KaK ecqM Obl 6006p mepxan
ero B Boge. OH c BeaHMualilueil 3a60TOH NMOAHEC €ro K MECTY,
rae Oyn BeTep, MbITasCh BbICYWIMTh ero. U, cmenaB 3ro0,
XKeénras Pakywka Hayan HaneBaTb peYHTaTHMBOM, XOTS Io-
Jloc ero ObL1 He rpomuye OOpMOTaHMS BOAbI 32 €r0 CITMHOM:

— O, Opén, ycabiub mena...

Ilepedaii mue cuny ceor.

beaviit Opén, ycaviub mena.
Tosopawuii, ycaviub meHs.
Crmompawuil, uwyuuii, ycaviiub MeHA.
Bom 6eaas eewp mazuu meoeii.

ITycmbv aemep, ymo Hocum

Kpouiea meou no neby,

Tlonecém u eé, ymo nosna cuav meoeii,
Ha eoccoedunenue co caoum xo03aunom.
Bo3snecém evicoko u danexo,

Ha eoccoedunenue co caoum xozsunom!
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BoOp cHAN ¢ LIeH OCTaTKM oXepenibsi ¥ 00BsA3aM MX OAHOI
JIanoii  BOKPYT ApPEeBKA KOMbs: 3TO ObUIO BCE, YTO OH MOT
NPeAIOXUTh. A TIOTOM OH OpOCHN KOMbE ¥ BHCEBIIIME YKpallie-
HMS B HE6O M30 BCeX CHJI, OCTaBUIMXCS B €ro MepeaHMX Janax.
Komeé momHMManock, YHoCACh BCE Aajibllie M Jajiblue, U BOT
Mcye10 3a KaMeHHoit creHoi. Y XKénras Pakyuika odpanoBai-
CA 3TOMY: OHO He YNaJlo Ha3aJ Ha KAMHM, HacKOJIbKO OH MoOT
BMOETL, ynerad Bc€ Bbiule W Bblle. HaBepHoe, Benoro Opna
o0panoBasio mpeaoXeHHOe eMy, U OH NMpHUCIyllajcs BHUMa-
TeJILHO K €ro NMeHMIO.

IMo-npexwHeMy fepXa B ORHOH Namne MyX, 4ToObl ero oocy-
mun Berep, XKénrag Pakywika kKapabkajics BBEpX M BBEDX,
cneaysl HampaBJIeHHIO, B KOTOPOM Hc4e3so ero Komné. Kapab-
KaTbCsl OBbUIO HENErko, W OH TSIKEJO [ObIaji, TOJYOTKPbIB
nacTb, KOraa JOCTUT BEPLIMHBI.

IpenpaccBeTHOE HEGO YK€ MOCBET/ENO, U KPACKU OHSA yXe
HayaIM MOKa3bIBaThCS Ha BocTOKe. Peuka 3nech Aenana winpo-
KM M3rM6, U Tenmepbr OH MOr BMIETb, YTO TE€KIAa OHAa M3
HCTOYHHMKA, HaXOAMBLUErocs rae-To Ha ceBepe, a He Ha BOCTO-
Ke, HaBepHoe, B TeX X€ ropax, rae THe3AWIOCh IuleMs
IlITopmoBoro OGnaxka.

Ewé pa3 606p nponen peydTaTHBOM CBOE Bo33BaHUe beno-
My Opny. A M3 peyHOil HOJMIMHLI, MO KpalHeH Mepe, TaK eMy
Ka3a/ioch, ejie-ejie AyJl BeTepoK, TaKoM c/1abbli, YTO ero Henb3sl
ObUIO CYMTATb HACTOSLIHM BETPOM, XOTSI OH M AYJI NIOCTOSIHHO.

MU B ero norok XKeénras Pakyuka 6pocun nyx. Berepok
MOIXBATWI €TI0 M YHEC Ha IOT' B CTOPOHY 6e3/110qHOMH MYyCTBbIHH,
KOTOpasi TsHYyJIaChb C Ipyroi cropoHbl peukd. U c TBEpnoi
Bepoii B TO, YTO 3TO Ha CaMOM Jie/le HAacTOSILMI MPOBOAHHK,
600p oTnpaBWwiIca BCEd 32 HUM.

BbL10o yXe A0CTaTOYHO CBETIO, YTOObI YETKO BHAETb KJ10YOK
nyxa 4 clefoBaTh 3a ero noyietoM. Ho Kakoil e ManeHBbKoiA
Ka3ajach 3Ta Belllb, YTOObI JOBEPUTLCS eii... BriepBble 3a MHOTO
yacoB Kopu myman csoeit yacTblo co3HaHMs, a He XKénroi
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Pakywiku. KoHeyHO Xe, OH He MOXET mnoJsiaraTbcsi Ha TaKylo
BEllIb!

OnHako M3-3a CWILHOI Bephbl B He€ 4aCTH CO3HaHUA JXKemmoit
Paxkyiuxu Kopu He Mor HMYero nopenarb NpOTHB 3TOTO.

K ero yaupneHHio, Ka3ajoch TaK, CJIOBHO 3TOT IyX H B
caMoM fiesie 6bUT HAcTOALUMM NMPOBOAHHKOM. [IBaXIbl, yCTaB,
XKénraga Pakyluika ocTaHaBIMBAICA M JIOXWICA Ha 3eMITIO,
TSDKENO AbIlA, HE B CHax npoaoskarh myts. U Torma myx Ha
BpeMsl TOXC OCTAHARIUBAICA M TPEMbIXAICA CPedM KAKUX-TO
BBLICYLIEHHLIX Ha COJTHLIE ¥ yXXe 6e3 IMCTbeB Ky4 pacTHTEIbHOC-
TH, HO TYT Xe TOAHUMAJICA M YHOCWICS Briepél, Koraa 6o6p
ObL1 TOTOB OTNPaBUTLCS AaJIbllie CBOEH 1apKalolleii TOXOAKOM.
HakoHel mocneaHuit mopsiB BeTpa Noabpocw1 ero BBepx B
sipKoe rojiyboe M 6e3obnayHoe He6o, xoraa 600p momowEn K
Kpalo Kakoro-To BoJOEMa.

Bo3MoxHO, 3T0 6bL1 OBOMHMUK Pacno/IOXEHHOM B Kparepe
ropsl TBepAbiHM opyioB. Ho B To BpeMs Kak Ta 6bL1a 3e1€HOM M
OKpYXEHHasi BOAOi, TO BOKPYT 3TOi — JIMIlL OJHHU IecKH Aa
€LUE CTPaHHbIE 11IepOXOBaThie KOJIOHHDI, B3bIMABLLINECS BBEPX,
NpHYEM HEKOTOopble U3 HMX ObUIM OMPOKUHYTHI M JieXalu BO
BCIO CBOIO [UTMHY.

H npsiMo nepen HUM pacrnoJiarajloch Kakoe-1o HeGosbluoe
YKpbITHE M3 LUKYPbl, PAAOM C KOTOpbIM MNpHNaja K 3emie
Kakag-To cTpaHHOH ¢opMel ¢urypa. OHa A€IOBHUTO IOXJIONDI-
BAJla MU PACTATMBAJIa KyCOK IJIMHBI, JIEXABLUMH mnepea Hed Ha
3emsie. BpeMs ot BpeMeHH OHa Opbi3raa Bo4y U3 THIKBbI Ha 3Ty
IJIMHY, HO TYT Xe BO3Bpallianach K CAABIMBAHMIO M pacTsDKe-
HMIO, 3aMeCy U PacKaTKe.

[lyx Tcnepb noxoamwn Ha CHEXWHKY, NMaAaloulIyl0 B 3UMHUH
neHb. U nmoka 600p cnennn 3a Heid, OHA CHOBa OMYCTHJIACh
BHH3, HANPABNSIACH NpsAMO K 3Toi purype. U XKénrtas Pakyuika
MOHsUI, YTO OH Haweén M3MeHsiowerocs, XoTd YTO OH Aenan
3nech, 606p He moraabiBaICs.

OCTOpOXXHO M OBICTPO OH CITYCTWICS BHHM3 IO CTEHE BOKPYT
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BoAoEMa, npobexan B TeHb Omipkaiilleid M3 3THMX KOJNOHH H
cnpsraica 3a Heé or U3aMeHsowerocs. JloTpoHyBLIKCH Nanoi
o cTon6a, oH OOHApYXWI, YTO 3TO KaMeHb, KOTOPLI HEKOraa,
[OJDKHO GbITh, 6bUI KAKMM-TO JEPEBOM: Ha BUI KOJIOHHA KOe-
rae Hecna cjienbl KOphl M OpeBecHHB.. U ecnm 310 Tak, To,
HaBepHOe, BCe 3TH AepeBbd ObUIM KOIma-TO MNpeBpalleHbl B
xkaMeHb. Emi€ onuH Tpiok Usmensoweroca? Ecam 310 Tak, 10
¢ Kako# uenpio? Kak MOryT KaMeHHbIe JepeBbs CIYXXHTb KOMY-
nu6o... Ecm Tomxo M3MeHsiolmMiics He MCIMOJL30BAN CBOE
MOTYLLIECTBO IIPOCTO AJI1 pa3B/ieYeHMs] MU YTOObl TIOCMOTPETD,
YTO OH B COCTOSIHUM CHEJIaTb.

XKeénras Pakymika nonoss Bnepéa, O0HAKO JaXe CKBO3b €ro
TYCTO#M MeX NMPOHMKAJIO JOCTAaTOYHO XOJMoAa, YToObl OH Hayal
npoxarb. M XOTSl coliHILle yXe Hayalo NpMIeKaTb CBEPXY €ro
TEMHOE TeNo, HO BCé Xe 4YeM GJivDke OH MOAMNoJizan K 3TOMY
NOIMIOLIEHHOMY CBoOeii paboToii Mary, TeM GoJibllie OH OLIYLLA
BHYTPH ce6s ITyDOKMI XOJIONOK CTpaxa.

BoaMoxmo, H3MeHsIOLIMICS 3aMETHWI CHyCKABLIErocsi K
ZiepeBHe OpNa M MOHSUI, YTO TOT NPHHEC KAKOro-To uirnuoHa? U
Kakas cyapba torma Xa€r mnopo6Horo wmnuoHa? [Ipespaine-
HMe... MOXeT ObITb, TOXE B KaMEHb, KaK 3TH AepeBbs? JlaBait,
TIOBOpaYMBaii Ha3all, B3nIBA1 K HeMy crpax. OmHako XKéiras
Paxyuika GrICTpO#i Luapxalolleii NMOXOOKOH NepeBHIaICsA OT
OIHOM TEHH K ApYTOiA.

Tenepb OH yXe MOT paccabiliaTh €ABa CJbILIHOE GopMo-
TaHbe TECEHHOIO 3aKJIMHaHMsA, U 600p norajancs, 4yro mar
MLITAETCA C NOMOIUBIO 3TOM MNECHHM NepelaTh INIMHE 4acTb
cBoero Moryuiectsa. Ho, noxoxe, 4yro eMy HMKaK HE yAaBaJIoCh
cesaTh TO, YTO OH XOTEJI; Mar CHOBa M CHOBa CO BCEro pa3maxa
OMNyCKaJl CBOM TIEpENHHE Jamnbl Ha IIMHY, pacIUNOLMBAI e B
NIenélKy, BopYya IPH 3TOM OT HeyAawIHBOCTH CBOMX NMOMNLITOK.

INepeauue namw1? 2Kémrasa Pakywika Mopruyn (Kopu Boc-
KJIHKHY/ 6bl TPOMKO BCJIyX, €CJH Obl Y HEro OocCTaJMChb
YyeJioBeYecKHe IyGbl M rojioc). DTH Jianbl Ha PACCTOSHUH BbIIVIA-
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JeMM KaKk XEénaTble nanbl Kodora. Ho Tenepb... Teneppb OHH
6onblile MOXOAWIM HAa YeNoBeYecKHe Naiblbl, CHOBA H CHOBa
3aHMMaBLUMeCs] 3aMECOM, PacTATMBAHHMEM, PacKAaTKOM...

OH yBHAeN, YTO M CHAEBLUAs Ha KOpToYykKax ¢purypa He Opuia
MOJIHOCTBIO HH XHMBOTHBIM, HH 4eJIOBEKOM, a CTPAaHHBIM coYe-
TaHHEM M TOro, U APYIOro, CJIOBHO HEKTO Hayal cOoBepllaTh
NpeBpallieHKe 3Beps B YeJIOBEKa, H 3TOT 3KCNIEPHMEHT oKa3aJ-
csl JIMLUb HaNoOJIOBHHY YCIIEUIHbIM.

TTokpbIThie MeXOM NepeHHue Jlalbl 3aKAHYMBAIMCH YeJIOBe-
YeCKHMH KHCTSIMM, a TOJIOBa HMeJa KymnoJsioobpasHyio ¢dopMmy,
KaK y 4eJOBCYECKOIo 4eperna, HecCMOTps Ha OTPOMHBIE YW,
TOpYaBLUHE ¢ 06eHX CTOpOH. 3aAHHE HOTM BCE-TAKM OCTAJMCh
3BEpUHBIMM JIanaMH, OQHAKO IUIeYH NOXA XEJITO-KOPHYHEBOM
LUKYpOii ObLIN TUIeYaMHM YeJIOBEKA.

Ansa Kopu-2XKénroit PakyllIKH 310 co4YeTaHHe Ka3aloch faxe
boJiee XynLIHMM, YeM ecJi Obl 3TO GBUI NMOJHOCTBIO TO JIM KOHOT,
To JM yenopeK. s KopH 3ToT uenoBeKo-3Bepb BHIIVISARE]
COBEpIUEHHO HENpaBWIbHBIM M OMacHbIM, B TO BpeMs KakK
YacTb co3HaHMs XKeénroli Pakylky Haxoawna 3TOro 4yejloBeKo-
3Becpsi HCCCTECTBEHHBIM M myraloluM. Ho Bc€-Taku 606p yxe
He MOT AaThb A€PY — €ro CJIOBHO NPUBSA3AIH KAKHMH-TO Y3aMH
K TOi1 KOJIOHHE, 32 KOTOpOH OH HaXOOWICs, YIepXHBasi Ha 3TOM
Mccre. U, ocosHaB 3tor dakT, XKémras Pakyuwixka B 1ioKe
3aXHBIKAT BCAYX.

[onoBa 3aknMHarens npUNOAHANACb, 3eJ€HblE 3BEPHHbIE
Ila3a YCTaBUIMCh TpSIMO Ha TO OKaMeHeBllee OepeBo, 3a
KoTopbIM Nexan XKénras Pakyuixa. U3MmeHsioumiics caenan
6bLICTPBIit XeCT pyKoit, Mals K cebe. [1poTuB BoiM Teno 606pa
NOBHHOBWIOCH 3TOMY MpPH3LIBY M MOMOJI3JI0 Ha COJNHUE, Ha-
NpaB/IsiCh NPAMO Tyaa, rae ViaMeHsnoumiics Jienua YTo-To M3
ITIMHBI, YXe NOTepsAB BCSAKYIO Halexmy Ha Gercrso, BeAOMbIH
JIHIb MOTYLLECTBEHHON CHJION.

H3MeHsI01Lerocs: OKpyXajio LIHpPOKO€e NPOCTPAHCTBO BCKO-
NaHHO 3eMIM, YCETHHOM AMKAMH, M3 KOTOpbIX, HaBepHOe, OH
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M BbIKONAJ 3TY NHMHY. OTPOMHBIN KyCOK IJIMHBI JIeXas NPSIMO
nepex HMM, cefyac cobceM OechOpMEHHBIN: KaK pa3 nepca
3THM OH TNOCJEOHHWM YAapOM CHOBa MNpeBpaTHWI IIMHY B Gcc-
¢opMeHHbI KOMOK. M3MeHsIolMMACA cuaen, NMOJNIOXHUB CBOU
YesioBeYeCKHUe KMCTU Ha MATKYIO NOBEpPXHOCTh, cllens 3a 606-
poM. U1 oH Oonblue He HameBasl, a BHMMAaTeJbHO CleaWwl 3a
XKémroit PakyllKoif, CJIOBHO KaKas-TO 4acTb TONo, YTO OH
¢opMHPOBAT U KOTOPOI EMy He XBAaTalo, caMa NMpHILJIA K HCMY.

YBuIeB 3TOT B3MISA, BHYTPH 60Opa BCKOMBIXHYNICA yXac, a
BMeCTe C HUM BHYTPH M YeJIOBEYECKOI YacTH CO3HAHHUA TAKXKe
yTO-TO 3alueBenwioch. Kopu HMMeHHO ceifyac Jo/XeH O6bLn
pa3opBaThb 3TOT HOYHOM KOLUMAap, NMPOCHYTLCS B HACTOSLLUEM
MMpe, Tipexie 4YeM CIOy4MTcs YTo-To yxacHoe. OH He Mor
NPeanosoXHTb, YTO HMEHHO, OJHAKO ero NMpeAynpexaan cTpax
0606pa, ¥ OH TOXe YyBCTBOBAJI €10 — TAKOi Xe OrpOMHBIM, KaK
TOT YXac, KOTOpbIH KOCHYJCSI €ro, Koraa oH HaGuionan 3a
OM30HOM M TAHLIOPOM.

Teopey

— Y7o 3710 Y Hac TyT Takoe? — npousHéc MamMeHsoumiics,
u XKénroii Pakylike nokasanoch, YTo ObLUIO 3TO CKa3aHO Ha
A3bIKe GoOpoB, onHAKO AN yueii Kopu 3Byky npo3Byyaiu, Kak
YeJIoBCYECKHMCE c€oBa. — Tbl MpUIUEN ciofa, YTOObI B3ATb
[le peBO-KOTOPOE-0KaAMEHe N0, YToObl HanenaTb HAaKOHEYHUKOB
0N Kombsi? — OH KMBHY/1 B CTOPOHY OAHOHM M3 YNaBLUMX
KOJIOHH, OfiMH OOK KoTOopoii 6bL1 Bbion0/IeH U pa3pylleH, a Ha
TecKe BAISUIMCh OTOMThbIE KYCOYKH. — BnipoueM, HeT, A Aymalo,
Tbl NMPULUEN NO APYTOii NPUYKUHE, U BOT NMO3TOMY Thbl OTJIMYHO
MOC/YXHILUb MOMM LENSM. A Tenepb CaiuCh ¥ CMOTPH!

UM 3TMMH coBaMH OH CJIOBHO NpHBs3an KopHaMHM XKeéntyio
Pakyuiky K 3emsie; 600p He MOr HY NOLLUEBEIUTbCS,, HH OTBECTH
B3Aa oT pyK HaMmensiouweroca. Ewg pa3s MameHsmowuiics
CMelllaJl HEMHOTO BOAbl M3 TbIKBbI C KYCKOM BJIAXHOMH IVIMHBI,
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M CTal naibLaMM COARTMBATb M pacTsaruBarh e€. M BoT B
pe3ysbTaTe cTana nonyyatbcsi HeGonbluast GUIypKa, KoTopas
o4YeHb rpybo HanoMHHaza YeJloBeKa. Y Heé ObUIH IBe HOTH, ABC
PYKM, MIPU3EMHUCTOE TEJIO M KPYIIblii 1ap o ronosbl. Ho Bcé
370 6BUIO CAENAHO TaK Ipybo, YTO CTAIO SCHO, YTO TBOpELl He
YOOBNETBOPEH CBOeH paboTOii: KylakoM OH B KOTOpBIH pa3
HeTepnenauso yaapwi no rmMHe. KopH MOMHOCTBIO B3s1 KOH-
TPOIbL Haa TesioM 606pa ¥ NOAYMHWI cebe rna3a, B3UpaBlMe Ha
MaHeKeH, KOTOpbIi TaK pa3oyapoBai ero teopua. U oH Hayan
TOBOPHUTL BCJIYX, XOTS 3BYKM, IIPOH3BOAUMbBIE UM, HCXOOWIH U3
ropraHu 6o6pa.

— Tb1 co3paéuib Yyenobeka!

H3meHsouwmiics nepectan MeCHTb IIMHY, TMOLHS rOJIOBY,
yCTaBMBLIMCD 3eNIEHbIMM IM1a3aMU Ha Kopu, win 600pa, Kakum
ceityac 6bu1 Kopn. OyeHb paBHOAYLIHBIA W IYTAlOLUWIl ObLT
3TOT B3msA. Kéntas Pakymka, 600p, He cmor 6b1 gonaro
BbLIEpXaTb ero, oqHako Kopy, MajJbuMK, OTKyOa-TO HAlUEN B
cebc MyXecTBO M Henokosiebumo BbuiepxXuBan ero. OuyeHb
MEUICHHO 3TOT NPUCTAIbHBIN B3IJIs, BbIpaXaBUIHi XECTOKYIO
yTpo3y, CMCHWICS YAMBJICHHEM, a TIOTOM U 3adyMYHBOCTbIO.

" — HTak... Tl M ecTb OH, — cKasan H3smeHsioumiics.

Koro on umen B Buny, Kopu He noHsin. OaHako OH npoaoJ-
KU1 CMOTPETD B JIMLIO 3TOTO NOTyYeIoBeKa-TNoIyKOHOTa, NPU3BaB
cebe Ha noMmolub Bclo Bonio. M Tenepn eMy B rojioBy npHuUia
onHa Mbicib. OH He 3Hal, OTKyAa OHa B3Anach, OOHAKO OH
yXBaTWICSl 32 He€, OOOAPEHHBIA YeM-TO, CIOBHO YNPAMCTBO
606pa Teneph JOMOJHWIOCH YeJIOBEYECKMM 3HaHMeM. OH He
OTBETHJI Ha 3TOT NnosyBonpoc UaMeHsioLerocs, a IMiib NoBTO-
pui:

— Tbl nbITaeubes co3naTh 4eJOBEKA.

M cHoBa B 3THX 3eNEHDBIX I1a3aXx BCHBIXHYJI XOJIOA BMECTE C
rHeBoM... KopH He 3Haz, noyeMy: TO JiM M3-3a €ro AOralKH, TO
JIM H3-3a Heynay camoro UsMeHsnowuerocst. McnaykaHHas rpsizbio
pyKa NnoaynpunogHsiack, 6yaro, yrobrl yoapurh 606pa.
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A noroM ynasna obpaTHO Ha IJIHHY, KOTOPYIO OH CHOBa Hayar
BEpTETh B PYKaX M CXHMaTb, HECMOTPSl Ha TO, YTO Tenepb €ro
BHHMaHMe 6buio Gosblie obpameHo Ha KopH, yeM Ha cBoé
H3aenme.

— Tol XoyelIb 3aKII0YUTb CAEJIKY — CO MHOI1? — B 3TOM
BOIpoce YYBCTBOBAJICH BbI30B.

— A npeanaraio 1e6e Moaenb, — orBeTwi Kopu W cran
XIoarb, He 3Has, YTO €My OTBETAT, OAHAKO C Hebonblioi
Hazexnoi. Moxer, U3meHsiolmiics cornacurcs ¥ CHoBa fnpe-
BPaTUT €ro oOpaTHO B YeJIOBEKAa, MOJILCTHBLUMCH Ha MOJC/b,
KOTOPYIO OH NpPEMJIOXHT IJ1s1 ero MaHeKeHa?

Ho ecin oH cHOBa CTaHeT MaJIbYMKOM, CMOXET NI OH
octaTbhess TakuM? CMoXeT JIM OH HalWTH NMyTb Ha3aj B CBOI
ponHoH mMuMp M BpeMA? Maruyeckas cBsi3ka — BOT B YEM OH
HyXIICs B KayecTBe NpeaMeTa Ais caeiku ¢ MaMeHsiolmmes
— BOPOH M CNHPUTHYECKHH COH YKa3aJlM Ha 3TO OJHO3HAYHO.
Ho Beap MaruMueckasi cB3Ka He oCTajach B HOpe B JepeBHe
KOioToB. U3MeHsIoLMIics TBOPWI, WIH NbITA/ICS TBOPUTD 31CCh
CWIBHYIO Maruio, No3ToMy M HYXIaicsl B 3TOil MOTYllIECTBCH-
Hoii caske. [Toka yro Kopu He HMen BO3MOXHOCTH OTIsIAEThCA,
HO, HaBepHOE, €CJIH OH 3acTaBUT M3McHslolerocs NoBEpHTD,
YTO OH XejaeT NMoMoYybL Mary B ero pabore, 1o eMy Oyner
npeaoCTaBlIeHa TaKass BO3MOXHOCTD.

Tenepy nanbub U3meHsiowerocst He ABHramuce. OH Hayan
CYHLUATD IPsi3b C HUX, BOAS OHOI1 PYKOIi NMOBEPX APYTOH, MOKA
OHH He OYMCTWINHCH OT GoJbllleii YacTH BIAXHOW MIMHBI. Bcé
3TO BpeMs OH He cBoaun ¢ Kopu a3, ClOBHO OliEHMBas,
B3BCILIMBAasi, BLIBOpauyMBasg 606pa HaM3HaHKY, 4YTOObl MOHSTD,
YTO e CKPBLIBAETCA 33 €ro MyMIUCTOH IUKYpPOM.

JocTaHeT 1 oH Ty cBa3Ky? Tak M yx HeobxonrMma oHa eMy
3/1€Chb, CCJIM OH PELIMTCS CHOBa npeBpaThTh KopH B yenoseka?
BnpoueM, U3aMeHsiowmiics, o4eBUAHO, HUKYAA HE TOPOIHIICS.
OH no-npexHeMy pacTHpasi pyKH ApYT O Ipyra, HO TeNnephb yxe
C OTCYTCTBYIOLUMM BHIOM, CJIOBHO MBICJIH €r0O ObUIH 3aHSTBHI
YeM-TO COBCEM IPYTMM.
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A NOTOM OH TOXe Hayasl YTO-TO THXO HareBaTh peYMTaTH-
poM. KopH He Mor NOHATB C/IOB, OHAKO TeJlo 606pa 3aapoxano,
M TIO NIO3BOHOYHMKY NMOOEXaTN MypallKd, BHU3 K ero nepe-
JHMM M 3a0HUM nanaM. LIMpokuit MOLIHBIA XBOCT AEPHYJCS,
cllerka NPUIOAHSUICS, NOTOM OIYCTWICA, BHOBb TOXHSUICH,
MIyXO yAapsisi Mo 3eMle, U OH He MOT 3THUM YTpamJsTb. Y3bl,
KoTopble ynepxupamu JXKenryio Pakyiiky Ha MecTe, nponaiu, 1
606p Bonpeku cBoeil Bosie Hayas TaHueBaThb. M 1BUrasncs oH He
B 3HaKOMOM pHMTMe GapaGaHHOIo CTyKa WIH NOTrpeMYLIKH, 6e3
3BOHA Yepenalubeii paKOBHHBI, HaMOJTHEHHOH KaMelIKaMH, a B
PUTME NECHH, KoTopylo Hanepan MameHsowmiics. Bce GbicT-
pee M ObICTpee OH TAHLIEBAI, KPYXacb O NOJIOBOKPYXEHHS, H
BCKOpE He MOT yXe HMYero 6osbliie HM BUOETb, HU AyMaTh, HU
HbILLATb.

OH BCE KpyXwicsl ¥ KPYXWICS B 3TOM CyMaclleilieM KpyTy,
TNIOKa HE OCTa/IoCh HUYETO, KPOME OJIHOTO 3TOIO Hamnesa, TaKoro
Xe IPOMKOro, KaK rpoMOBO# packaTt B ropax. M1 mo-npexueMy
XKénras Pakyuika TaHueBan.

Bapyr, Tak Xe BHE3anHO, KaK Hayanacb, NecHsl NpeKparH-
nack. U Bot cHoBa XKénras Pakyuka... Her, He 606p, a MaTbYMK
Kopu... crout Ha 3emie HOraMHM, NPHUTSHYTBIMM YeM-TO K
3eMile, MPSIMO Nepel Kydel rpssu, u3 Kotopoit MaMeHstiolmii-
csl TMBbITAICA CO3[aTh cBoero yesoseka. OnHako Teno Kopu
6onblie He Hecno ryctoro Mexa XKénroi Pakyuiku, ero nan u
xBocta. MITaK, OH BCE Xc 3TOro JO6MICA — OH CHOBAa CTal
MaJTbYHUKOM.

BripoyeM, OH He MOT IBHIaThCsl, KAK TYT X¢ 0OHapyxwi. OH
CTOSUI Ha 3TOM MECTe TaKMM Xe TUICHHMKOM, KakuM 6bul M
Toraa, Koraa 60o0pa cBsi3aiM BepEBKaMM Hopku. M Tenepb K
HeMy BEpHYJICSl MPEXHMUH CTpax, KOraa OH YBMOEN 3BEPHHYIO
nactb M3MeHsolIerocs, pacKpbIBLIyIOCsi B 3HaKOMOM yXMbUI-
Ke, CJIOBHO OH MOT TNpPOYMTAaTh €ro MbICJIM M ToJjyyan
YAOBOJILCTBME OT pa3pylUeHHs €ro Haaexl.

HaBepHoe — Kopu B31porHyn HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO JIy4M
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COJIHLIA YX€ Haya/ld TIDHNEKAThb €ro roJioBy M IUIEYH — HaBep-
HOE, 3TO CTPAaHHOE CYLIECTBO MOXET CIeNaTh M 3TO.

Bc€ Tak xe rasas ceouMM 3en€HbIMM ThaszaMd Ha Kopw,
N3meHstiommiics CHOBa NMpPUHAICA 3a TIMHY, Hayal MECHTB,
pacTATHBaTh, MPEBPALLATh €€ B KAKy10-TO GOPMy, IJIsils COBCEM
HE Ha TO, YTO [eJ1aeT, a Ha Tejio MaTbyMka. Ho, noxoxe, Takoit
crnocob oKa3aics ynayHbIM: MaHEKEH Ha 3TOT pa3 CTAHOBWICH
yXe He rpyboi ¢urypkoi, a HaMHOro GoJblle MOXOXHM Ha
yenoseka. Bo Bpemss paboTbl Mar HameBan, H xotsi Kopu
GBbICTPO TOHSUI, YTO 3TO 3aKMHAHME, BLI3bIBAIOLLEE MOTyLIEC-
TBO, OIHAKO CJIOB €0 OH He NMOHWUMaJ.

®urypka, Kotopylo cosnabal M3MeHAOLMACA, BbITAMMBA- -
JIach BCE BbllLe Y Bblllle. BOT OHa yXe AOCTHIVIA BLICOTHI KOJIEH
Kopu, ero rpyam, ¥ no-npexsHeMmy pocia, B TO BpeMsi KaK
nagbubl YI3MeHsiolerocst ABUraJMch BCé OLICTpee W ObicTpee,
a HaneB CTAaHOBWICS Bc€ rpoMye M rpomye. OH HU pa3y He
B3VIFHY/I Ha TO, YTO CO3[aBa1, HU HA CEKYHAYy HeE OTBOAA
B3IV1s0a OT Malb4yMKa, XOTA Napy pa3, HaKJIOHMBIUKCh Bnepén,
TUieBasl B IPsA3b, a 3aTeM CHoBa 6pocasl B IIMHY 1UENOTKH
KaKOTIO-TO NbIJIBHOIO BCLIECTBAa, KOTOpOE AOCTaBajl U3 HeGOMb-
LLIOTO MELIOYKA, BUCEBLLETO Ha MOsICE BOKPYT €TI0 NMOJYy3BEPHHOIO
Tena.

M BoT yXe MaHekeH noctur ruied Kopu. Iloka yro ronosa
OCTABAMIACH TOMbLKO KAKMM-TO LIAPOM, OQHAKO TEJO yXKe YETKO
npocMarpusaniochb. M crpax BHyrpu Kopu ewm€ Gonblic ycu-
JIWICS, U 3TO ObLIO CBSI3aHO ¢ paboroit U3MeHsiolerocs: yeM
6onblie 3Ta QHUrypa npHobperana 4eJOBEeYECKMH BMA, TEM
6onbiie Kopy HeHaBuaen e€, CIOBHO OHa OOJ/UKHA ObUia cTaTh
3NeHLIMM €ro BparoM, a MOXET, NMPOCTO CYMMHPOBAIMChL Bce
€ro CTpaxH U3 o6oMx MHpOB.

H3MeHsiolmniicss onycTW1 pyKH M BIiepBble 3a BCE BpeMsl
oTBEN B3rAd oT KopH, Tak 4To MaJIb4MK NOYYBCTBOBAI KaKOe-
TO obyierYeHKeE, CJIOBHO 3TOT NPOH3HTENLHLINA B3IVIAA M AepXan
ero rwieHHHKoM. Tenepsb TBOpeu nepepoawn B3rasa ot Kopn k
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co3gaHHOi MM ¢urype M Haszax K obpasuy, JOJTO OLECHUBas
CO30aHHOE MM, XOTs [OJIOBa-l1iap €lE€ ocTaBalach He3aBep-
LIEHHOM.

ITo Bceii BMOMMOCTH YAOBIETBOPEHHBIM CBOei paboToi,
H3MeHsoLMiica 0TNION3 Ha3al, He MOAHUMAsi HOT, OTTaNKHBa-
ACh PyKaMH OT 3eMJIH ¢ 060MX GOKOB, YTo6bl TaLUTh cebs. U
cHoBa Kopu novyscrBoBan obneryeHue, Korma BoJisl, yaepXH-
BaBllIasi €ro, HeMHoro ocia6na. Bnpoyem, oH goramasics, 4To
Jyyue OymeT He BblABaTh NpHOOpeTeHHE 3TOH HebonblIOH
cBo6onbl, yrobbl M3MeHsowmiicss He o6paTHI CHOBA BCE CBOE
BHMMaHHe Ha TUICHHMKA.

[MoromM U3MeHsioLMiica 3aHsUICA BbIK/IaAblBAHHEM NaTIoYeK
nepen coboif, Mexay HUM M ero TBopeHHeM. OH CIOXWI MX B
dopMe BHrBaMa, CJIOBHO cobMpasich pa3xeyb KOCTEpP, — MOXO-
MM 06pa3oM BBHUIPHI BBI3bIBATM CHTHATIOM OpJioB. OqHAKO OH
cpady He 3aXEr OroHb, a JOCTaJl M3 MelUOYKAa Ha rmnosice
HECKOJILKO KY4Y€eK JINCTbEB, CJIOXEHHBIX BMECTE M CKPEIUIEHHBIX
OCTpbIM LLUIMIIOM, TaK YTO NOJy4YHIHCh Tyrue kunbl. [locse yero
OH OTCOedAMHW JINCTbSl OIWH 3a APYTMM M HachiNan Ha HMX
HeboJblIMe KyYKH TOTro, YTO MOTIJIO OLITh BLICYILIEHHLIMHU pac-
TEHMSIMU WIH TIBLUILIO.

Tenepr Kopn 6bU1 CHIBHO HamyraH, XOoTS NMOKa YTO €My
OTKPBITO HMYETO He yrpoxaino. Eciu 61 oH Mor, To yoexan 651,
KaK OH 3TO clieflaJl, KOraa cjea 3a 6M30HOM M TaHUopoM. U
XOTS MAJIbYHK KAKMM-TO 06pa3oM HECKOIbKO OCBOGOOWICS OT
y3 MaMmeHsioulerocsi, Tak 3araloyHo HaTOXEHHBIX Ha Hero,
OIHaKO OH BCE-TAKM HE 10 KOHLA CKHUHYJ HX, YTo6bl cOeXaTs.
W oH 3Han, XOTA He MOT CKa3aTb, OTKY/a — €CJIM TOJIbKO 3TO
He 6bUTO YacThIo BOCMOMHHaH W 606pa XKénroii Pakywuku, Beé
€LlE OCTaBaBLUMXCS C HMM, — YTO €CJIM OH HEe CMOXET CpaXaTb-
cA ceifyac, To 310 6yneT ero KoHuoM: ecnu M3ameHslouuiics
HaInpaBHUT Ha HETo BCIO CBOIO Marvio, To OHa OKa3aXeTcs Ul
HETo CIIMLIKOM CWIbHOM, YTOObl NMPOTHBOCTOSATD €H.

CIHMLIKOM CWIBHOI [UI1 XHBOTHOTO... HO KaK Hacy€T 4eso-
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BeKa? Orkyaa npuuia B ronoBy Kopu 3ta Mbic/ib? XKHMBOTHOE...
yesioBeK. YenoBek Beab TOXE XMBOTHOE, HO elié W Oosblie,
NOPOIO TOJILKO YYTb-YYTb, HO BCE-TaKM Gonblue. MbiciH cTpe-
MHTEJIbHO TNPOHOCHJNCh B ero ronoee. Ecin oH gact
H3mMeHsiolieMycsi 3aBeplUMTb 3TO BOMUEOGCTBO, KOTOpOE TOT
TBOPWJ 3[leCh... MOXET, TOIZa 4YeJIoBeK He Oyner Gonblle 3THM
MQJIEHBKHM «0oJbLle», OMHAKO OH HE MOT CKa3aTb, OTKYyla OH
3HaJ 3710.

BHe3anHo, ¢ Takoil Xe SCHOCTHIO, CJIOBHO €0 IVla3a Ha
CcaMoM JieJie BUIEIH 3To nepef coboii, B ero CO3HAaHMH BO3HHK
KaKoi-To obpa3 — rososa 4€pHo¥ NTHLEI. BopoHa... Bpone
Tex, yto cayxxawiM UsmensioweMyca? Her! Bokpyr ras 6buin
HapHCOBaHK! Geible KPYXKH, M H3 KIIOBa JOHOCHWICH ToOJiOC,
HamneBaBUINH KAaKoe-TO 3aK/IWHaHHe... Bopon!

N Kopu noxazanoch, YTo KOraa OH MBICIEHHO NPOM3HEC
M3 «BopoH», 3TO co3iaHHME B €ro MO3Iy MepeBesio B3I/IsA Ha
HEro, ¥ BO3HMK HOBbIH 00pa3, Gnarogaps BoJIe H MOTYLIECTBY
BopoHa. Ewi€ onqHa nTuybs rosioBa — Ha 3TOT pa3 Oenas —
Hlropmosoro O6naka? Her, 3To 6bu1 Kyna 6onee rpoManHblii
opén. U on BcnoMHun o benoM Opne, K KoTopoMy B3biBan
XKeénmras Pakywika, xoraa ©6pocun B BO3OyX KycoyeK Myxa,
KOTOphIH H NPHUBEN ero cloaa.

Onnaxko yto Bembiit Opén aenaer 3pech?.. 1 BHOBL, KOIa OH
onpeeNiwl, KOro BHOMT, 3Ta BEJMYECTBEHHas NTHLA TaKkKe
MOBEPHY/aCb M MPSAMO NOCMOTpPEJa Ha HEro, M TYT Xe€ BO3HHK
ele oaMH, ciemyloumi obpaz. Ho 3tor Ob1 yxe mpocro
OrPOMHBIM, 3aTYMaHEHHBIM, ¥ MaJbYHK CMOT YBUAETH TOJNLKO
¢parMeHT ero, oulyias raroropeHHbIA CTPax, YT0 HUKOMY He
IaHO TOJIHOCTBIO YBUIETL BeCh 00pa3 CYLIECTBA, CTOSIBIUENO
TaM.

U, nasepHoe, H3 OcTaTKOB BocnnioMHHaHmii XKérroii Pakyu-
KM M NMpHUUIO BHYlHaloulee GaroroBeiHblit CTpax UMs 3TOrO
JIMIb YaCTMYHO BHIAMMOIO NpH3paKa: OH BHYLUAN yXac Jaxe
yeJloBeKy, KakK oco3Hasl Kopu. I'poM-niruua! M xorma oH Mbic-
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JIEHHO Ha3sal e€ 1o UMeHH, obpa3 e€ Ha oquH MM ctai Gonee
yétkim. OaHako BrocneacTBuM Kopu Tak HMKoOrAa U He CMOT
NMPHUNOMHHTb, YTO XK€ UMEHHO OH TOTrIa YBUIEJN, a MOXET, OH U
BOBCE HHMEIO He BWIE, a ObUI NMPOCTO OCNEIVIEH BUAOM 4Yero-
TO, YTO HE JaHO MOHSATb YEJIOBEKY.

BripoueM, npuspak ['poM-NTHLBI ocTancs BMecTe ¢ HUM. U
K 3TOMY CMyTHOMY 06pa3y B BocriOMHHaHUsX XKEnton Pakyu-
KM 106aBHJI0Ch HECKOJILKO CJIOB MOTYLLIECTBEHHOTO 3aK/THHAH U
— O4YEeHb MOryllecTBeHHOro. Kopu He noBropwn HX BCINyX,
JIMLIbL NMOBEPHYN FOJIOBY M NMOCMOTPEN Ha CO3JaHHE U3 IPS3H,
KOTOpOE C KaXIOM CeKYHIOi CTAaHOBWIOCH BCE MEHbIUE H
MEHbllle NMOXOXel Ha IMIMHY W BCE Oonblle U Gosblie — Ha
3aTOPEBIUYI0 KOXY MOBepX TBEPAOI IJIOTH U KOCTEH.

Kopyn npucTanpHO msigen Ha wap rojioBbl, KOTopas TakK
HUK TIa M He ObUla OO KOHLIA 3aBepuieHa, M MbICJICHHO
MOBTOPHJ CJIOBa 3aK/IMHAHHA, MbITAsiChb OTPELUIMTLCS OT BCETO,
KPOME 3THX CJIOB U HEOOXOIMMOCTH CHOBa M CHOBa NMOBTOPSITh
nx. [NoyeMy TaKk HEOOXOAMMO caenaTbh 3TO, CKa3aTb OH He MOT,
HO TONBLKO 6oMblile HHYErO WHOTO OH M He MOT [1eJ1aTh, YTOObI
HE NoNnycTHTb 3aBepuleHuss M3MeHsioumMes ero paboTsl.

BOKpYT HErO TOHKOH CTPYMKO#M NMOAHHMACS AbIM C KAKMM-
TO Pe3KHM 3allaxOM, HO B OCHOBHOM €I0 OTHOCWIO B CTOPOHY
TOM (PUIYpBI, U TYMaH KaKMM-TO 0Opa3oM LemsUics 3a Ipsdb.
3aTeM BLITSHYBLIMECS BNepEN PyKH OOXBATWIH IMHHSHOE TCJIO
no ob¢ CTOPOHBI OT TOHKOM TaHM M npunoaHsuiM. KopH, no-
NpexHeMy He OTBOAS B3IVIsiAA OT HEro, MBICJIEHHO NPOAO/DKA
MOBTOPATH C/IOBA, MpwWiarasi Bce cBoM cwibl. OH yBHAeN, Kak
H3MeHso1miics, ABUrasch Tenepb Ha CBOMX HOrax, NoOCTaBHI
TPA3CBOTO YeI0BEKA B OCJENMMTE/NbHO MbUIAIOLIMNIA U ALIMSLOHIA
KOCTEp, TaK YTO OTOHbKH IUIAaMEHM 3anpbiraidi Hal HUM.

[loToM MeHsiioluMiCs BCTan, M KOTAA OH BBLINPSIMWICSH, €r0
nonyssepuHasi ¢urypa nokasanach ewé bonee crpaHHoi. OH
Hagasl HarneeaTb Kakoe-To 3aKiMHaHmne. OnqHako Kopu momnsi-
TaJCA 3aKpbITh YUIM, YTOOBbI He CAbIAaTh 3THX 3BYKOB, HO
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MBICJICHHO MOMNbITaThcs Bb13BaTh ['poM-nTHuy. U xoTs ero Horn
HE MOIJIM COWTH C MecTa, rie, NMoxoXe, KAKMM-TO oOpa3oM
ObUTM MpUTrBOXICHBI K 3eMile, OH OOHAapyXui,- YTO HEMHOIo
MOXeET LUEBEJIMTh pyKaMH. Tenepb OHU ABUranych, NPOKU3BOaAS
3HaKH, TIOBTOPSIOLUME CJIOBA, KOTOPhIC OH MBICJIEHHO TOBOPWIL.

CnepBa OrOHbKM IUIAMEHH TMOJHMMAJINCh OYEHb BBICOKO,
nocrturasa ey ¢burypbl, ¥ ObIM CKpbIBa1 €€ M3 BHMOY. B aTOM
JbIME M CJ0BaX HamneBa OLIYLLAICS KaKoMi-To TpHyMd, Topxec-
TBO NnoGeabl.

Pyxu Kopu no-npexseMy ABUraIMCh, NIOBTOPss CJIOBa B €10
yMe, U, HaBepHoe, M3MeHsIOLLMIACA HAaCTOJILKO ObLT MOIMIOLUEH
cBOei cOGCTBEHHOM Marueii, YTo He CMOTpeEJ Ha TO, YTO Aesal
Kopmu.

M Tyr AbIM 3acTpywics M M3 HHMOTKyda TNOSIBWICS BCTep.
ConHue 3aKpbUIM Ty4YM, U MaHepa nenms H3meHsioulerocs
pe3ko nepemeHwiach. OH caenan ewé napy luaroB, NOTOM
OCTaHOBWICSl, OISUIBIBAsICh BOKPYT € KAKOH-TO OCTOPOXHOCTBIO,
CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO OYHYJICSI OT KDPEMKOIo CHa.

BeTep He TONIBKO OTHEC B CTOPOHY 3TOT AbIM, HO U, Habpo-
CHMBLUMCH HA TOpSILIME BETOYKM KOCTpa, NOAOPOCHSI MX BBEpX,
3aKpYTWI, pacchinas B BO3AYyXe CHOMb! MCKP, U YHEC Mpoyb
TepBYI0, 3aTeM BTOpY1O, TpeThio. M3MeHsowmicsa 3aKpuyan,
HO rojioc ero Obu1 Tenepb Gonblle MOXOX Ha 3aBbIBAHHME
Koiota. OH BbIGpOCHN BBEpX CBOIO PYKY, CIOBHO 4TOOBLI OCTa-
HOBHTb OfMH M3 3THX yleTalolMX (akenoB, H KOCTEP, JODKHO
6bITb, OTO3BAICS eMy 60N1b10;: OH CHOBA B IpOCTH 3aBbUI.

I'nasa ero 3anbu1aiu XENTo-3eNE€HBIM IUIAMEHEM, Nepexos C
YHOCHMMOTO BeTpOM KocTpa Ha Kopu, U ryObl ero pasaBuUHY-
JIKCh, MOKa3blBasd KIbIKM oXoTsuierocsi 3Bepsi. OH 3HCPrUYHO
TPOM3BOAMJI CBOMMM YeJIOBCYECKUMH pyKaMH 3Haku. Ha ce-
KYHIy BETep Cllerka yTMX, U pasjieTaloliyecss HCKOpKHU Oonblue
He HanoJIHSUTH BO3AYX.

Ho Toneko Tenepb Tyum Tak 3aBOJIOKIM Hebo, YTO co3aaBa-
JIOCh BMeYaT/ICHWEe KAKOIo-TO HM3KO HaBUCAIOLLEro IOTOJIKA.
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Kopu nokasanoce, YTo NpOTAHM OH PYKY, H JIETKO KOCHETCS MX.
W u3 3THX Ty4 BbUIETEMM MONHMM, V3MeHsIolIMiica 3aBepTe-
¢S, KOTAa ero ynapmuia oHa CBepKalollasl CTpesia, CJIOBHO OH He
MOT TIOBEPHTDb B 3Ty TaK BHE3anHO Ha4asliyiocsi Oypio.

OH pBIKHY/ Ha 3TH BCIBIIKH, CHOBA O6HaXasi CBOM KITbIKH,
M M30aJ1 0OJITHIA 3aBbIBalolluii Boil. HaBepHOe, OH NpHKa3bIBai
3TMM TyYaM pa30ifTHCh, YTOGbI CHOBa nokasanoch conHue. Ho
TOJILKO HECKOJILKO CEKYHII CTOSUT OH Tak, IVisids Ha HEUCTOBCTBO
CTUXMU. A 10TOM TNOBEPHY/ICS, H B MOOHABLIMXCA TOPYKOM
yllax, B CTOSIBLIHX JbI60M BOJIOCMHKAX Ha IUieYyax, B M3rubaro-
LIMXcsl rybax Obul BUOEH THEB.

U cHoBa ero pyku 3aaBMraiuch, npouspoas 3Haku. Kycoyek
co3HaHua XKéntoit Pakywku, Bcé ew€ ocraBasiumiicss B Kopw,
CLEXWWICSA MPH MX BUIE: XOTsS OH M He 6bU1 MaroM-606poM u He
MOT NMPOYHUTATb 3TH 3HaKH, HO B HUX OH YBHUIEJ BeJIMKY1O CUITY.

Mbiciin Kopy yrpaTiin cTpoiHOCTb — Y OH He Mor 6oJiblie
SICHO MPUIICMHUTL T€ CJIOBAa, KOTOPbie OCTARHOBWIH H3meHstio-
weroca. OnHako, MoxoXxe, TO, YTO OH MOTepnen Heyaadyy B
3TOM CpPaX€HHH, TeNephb He MMeNo ocoboro 3HavyeHnusi. Hasep-
HOe, OH TNpOCTO MOATOTOBWI MyTh ANs €LI€ ONHOH CHIbI,
KOTOpasi BO3bMET BepX HE3aBUCHMMO OT Toro, Gyaer oH npoaosn-
XXaTb BbI3bIBAaThb €€ WY HeT.

Pyxu ero rpysHo ynaiu no 60kKaM, CJIOBHO CHOBa Ha HHX
Hazcad uend. M oH He Mor ABHraThesl, JaXe KOraa ogHa M3
HECOMbIX BCTPOM BETOUYCK 0GOXIJIa €My LICIO CBOMMH HCKOPKA-
MH, ONAJINIA BOJIOCHI.

Ecnn BeTep M yTHX HEMHOIO B OTBET Ha AeicrBus UaMeHs-
JOLUETOCS!, TO NMOTOM OH CHOBa NOOHSUJICS, pa3bpachiBasi KOCTED,
CJIOBHO KaKoOil-To Memioid. M OroHbKM IL1aMeHH NOYTH Bce
pasnieTesnCh, KOrAa OrpOMHbIE KAIUTH JOXASI NaM Ha 3eMIIIO,
Ha roc/ieNHUe TIelolUIMe YTONbKH, IpsaseBylo durypy u Kopu.

A 3ateM M3MeHsI0LMIACS NMOQHSUICS BO BeCh POCT, OTOpOCHB
Hasaj CBOIO FOJIOBY KOHOTa Ha 4YeJIoBeYeCcKHX Ivleyax, ias Ha
He60 M MelIeHHO MoBopayKBas ronoBy. Kasanoch, o mbrrancs
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obHapyXuTb B Hebe cBoero Bpara, MCKaja TaM Uelb, YTOObI
HanpaBHTb Ha He€ BCE CBOE MOTYILECTBO.

Jonroe MrHoBeHMe CTOSUT OH TaK, U YTOJbKM KOCTpa C
LIMNEHUEM YEpHENH U racny Nol JMBLIMMCS OOXIEM, U CTaHO-
BWIOCb BCE XoJIomHee M XxonoaHee. Kopw, KoTophwrii elue
HECKOJIbKO MHHYT A0 3TOT0 YyBCTBOBAJI Xap COJHLA Ha CBOMX
Iieyax B 3ToM 6e3moaHOM MecTe, Tenepb ApoXa U coTpsical-
cA MoJ yaapaMM XoJioja.

Haxkonen pemmBiuncs, U3MeHsoumiicss nosepHyycs CriM-
HOM K noracuieMy KOocTpy ¥ ¢Hrype, CTOSIBLIEH B CEPEIHHE €TI0,
TNOTOM TIOAOLIEST K OMHOMY K3 NOTHOLINX KYCTOB HETIONANEKY H,
HaKNOHMBLIMNCH, CYHY/ Na/blibl NPaBoOii PyKH B BETKM KAKOIO-
TO KYCTa U OOHHMM PLIBKOM BBIPBaJI €ro U3 3eMIIN.

U3 nepennerenna ero KopHeit Mar gocran cyMKy. Kopw,
YBHIOEB €€, NMOHSJ, YTO 3TO MMEHHO TO, 3a YeM OXOTWiICH
Kérmrasa Pakyika. 31o ¥ 6bU1 BeIHYaH 1Ml MarH4ecK1ii TajInc-
MaH M3MeHsiowuierocs; U Ternepb ero pyka jJepxaia opyxue, a
OH OBUI NrOTOB NMPOTHBOCTOATL BCEM AyXaM Heba, 3eMJIH, BOIbI
M BO3OyXa.

Bo3sHecs BBepx obe cBOM pyKm, OH AepXall ero, HalpaBWB
NpoTHB Bcero OyiicTea OypH, Kayass UM M3 OOHOH CTOPOHH B
ApYTYIO, CJIOBHO NOIrpeMyIIKON, a, MOXET, OH XOTe]l, YTOObI
IyXH, NOBENEBAIOWME 3THM BETPOM, MOJHOCTBIO NMOHSIH, YeM
OH YTPOXAET M.

Betep yTux, D0Xab NpeKpaTWiIcs, TYYH HayalM pacXOdUThb-
ca. N Bcé 310 BpeMss UsMeHsolumiics, nepxa BBICOKO CBOM
MOTYIIECTBEHHBIH TAIMCMaH, TAHLICBAI U HaneBal. JTOT HaneB
He NpeaHa3Hayacs AUl YeJIOBEYEeCKHX YlieH, OH Obli CHIbHCE,
YyeM FpoXoT 000 MOJHHM WIH CWIbHEHLIEro packaTta rpoMa.

H3MeHsI01LHIiCA NO-NpeXHEMY TaHLIEBAl ¥ HaneBal, AepXa
Marm4ecKylo CBSI3Ky, KaK BOMH [EPXUT KONLE, HanpamrieHHoOe
Ha CBOEro Bpara, ¥ YBOAWI Nnpoyb 6yplo, KoTopas paspyuinwia
BCe ero mnaHul. Kak nonro oH tanuesan Tak, Kopu He Mor
CKa3aTb: BpeMsi 6o/blile He MMENO HHKAKOIO 3HaYeHUs.
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BrnipouyeM, B KOHLe KOHLOB aaxe H3MmeHsmouimiica ycran:
KopH cHoBa 06pé€n criocobHOCTL BUAETH M cibmuath. M yeno-
BEKO-3BCpb Tenepb CHAEN Ha 3eMJie TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK Torna,
xorna XKéntas Pakyuika BnepBble yBHIEN ero M Habmioman 3a
HHMM M3-3a Jieca M3 OKAMEHEBUINX JepeBbeB. BOT TOMBbKO B TOM
MecTe, Fe HaxoAwlioch TBopcHUe M3MeHsowerocs, ceHyac
ocTanach Juulb OccopMeHHass Macca IVIMHbI, CTEKaBllasi C
LUIApUKA, NMOMACPXHBAEMOT0O ABYMS HOTaMM, KOTOpble KOCTEp
3anéxk B Gonee TBEpPAYIO cyOCTaHLIMIO.

H3McHsIOIMACA MNORHST pPyKy, AECPXAaBLUIYI0O Maru4yeckyio
CBA3KY M CJlerKa yIapWi 3Ty MacCy, M TYT JaXe HOI'M CHOBa
npeBpaTWINCh B rpsa3b. OH Jonroec BpeMst CMOTpENl Ha 3Ty
JunKyo Kyyy. [Totom Bctan, oTOpocHB Hasan rosioBy, M U3aan
ONMH M3 TeX JaneKo pasHocsuuxcs BoeB. Ilocne 3Toro o
MPUCTANbHO MocMoTpen Ha KopH, U B €ro y3Kux 3BEpHMBbIX
'IMasax ropes Takoii 30GHbIH 61€CK, YTO MATLYMK MONbITAJICH,
XOTb M TIETHO, OCBOGOMMTLCA OT Y3, YACPXUBABILMX €T0.

HexkoTopoe BpeMst I3MeHsio1LMIiCS HE ABUTaCs, XOTA HHOIIa
MOBOPAYMBAT CBOIO TOJIOBY C YLIaMHM KOHOTa, HAaBOCTPHB MX,
Kak 6bl npucnyuiyBasic. CoJIHLIE yXe 3alUI0, OCTaBHB HX B
TemHOTe HouM. KocT€p Oonbliie He ropeis, M yYeJloBeyecKue
ra3a Kopy He MOIIM Tak XOpoLIo BUAETh B TEMHOTE, KaK IJ1a3a
XKeémroit Pakywxu. Ho, cnopHo M3MeHsiomniics xoren noka-
3ath Kopu, 4yTo oH nobeann, QH CHOBA 3aXET KOCTEP, XOTA U He
Ha NPCXKHEM MeECTe, H OH He 6pocan B HEro COAEpXHUMOE
MAKETOB C JIMCTbSAMH.

M3 TeMHOTHI AOHECNOCH XJIOTIaHbe KPBUILEB, M MEpHAThIE
¢urypsl noxasanmich B TEHH Ha 3eMJI€, NPLITHYB NOTOM B KpYTr
CcBeTa BOKDYr KOcTpa. BoOpoHLI... gecATb... OBaaUaTb... €€
Gonblue... MPWIETABIINX M YAeTaBLIMX, TaK YyTo Kopu He Mor
COCYMTATh MX W JaXe 3HaTb HAaBEpHAKA, T€ JIM4 3TO CaMble
rryuel. ¥ xoraa BopoHa npoHocunack MMMo MaMeHsiowero-
Csl, OHa BLITUIEBLIBAIA HA 3€MIO XENTO-KOPHYHEBYIO TTIHHY,
KOTOPYIO YEJIOBEKO-3BEph CMCUIMBAN B OAHY Ky4y. M 3Ta Kyua
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CTAHOBWIAch BCE Bbillle M Bbille. A NOTOM OH cobpan €€ M,
Harnesasl NoJIocoM, KOTOpbIi eaBa i1 ObL1 rpoMye, YeM LLUETNOT,
CJIOBHO 0OSUICS, YTO €ro ycibilaT, CMellall HOBYIO M CTapylo
IJIMHY B OIHY Kyyy.

Heckobko BOPOH YCTPOMJIMCH Ha 3eMJIE N0 APYTYIO CTOPOHY
ot xoctpa. Kopy 3aMeTw1, YTO OHY BbIKA3bIBAIOT MHTEPEC, HO
He K AeiCTBUSIM UX NOBE/IUTES, 4 MarH4YecKoii CyMKe, KoTopast
Jlexana psOoM ¢ HUM: MAT He crpsATan e€ Mocic Toro, Kak
HCNIONIB30BAI, YTOObI YBECTH Npoub Oypro. M mManbyuk noHsi,
YTO €C/IM eMy yaacrcsi yoparb €€ M3 NpelesioB NOCSTaeMOCTH
U3MeHsioLerocs, To OH NOJOXHT KOHELl BceMy 31eCh NMPOMC-
xomsiicMy. BnpoyeM, noka oH He BHAEN BO3MOXHOCTH ISl
3T0TO.

3aMec, cxaTHe, pacTArMBaHHe, NpUIaHUe GOpPMBL... YesoBe-
yeckue pyku U3MeHsouierocs apuraiuch 6bicTpee, ¢ 6onbLueii
YBEPEHHOCTDBIO, YeM [0 3TOr0, CJOBHO CO3[1aB YX€ OQHAXAbl
MaHEKeH, ero najiblibl He 3a0bUTH, Kak aenaTth 310. Ho Ha ator
pa3 ¢urypa, KOTopylo OH co3maBajl, 6pu1a nobosblue, dakTH-
YeCKH B POCT TAaKOIO YCJIOBEKa, Kak asmiowika Jlxacnep.

HOamowka dxacnep. Kopu Mopruyn. Tor, apyroii, Mup,
Kasajocb, Obl Tenepb TaKMM HAJIEKMM, TaKMM TNOTEPSHHBIM
ceiiyac s Hero. M BcE Xe, Koraa OH MoayMasl O ASIIIOLLKE
Jxacnepe... [1a! OH Tenepb MOT 1I€BEJIbHYTh PYKaMH: ASIAIOLI-
Ka JIxacnep, paH4o... nana.. Kak ¥ nepen 3TuM, Koraa OH
yBuaen Bopona, benoro Opna u Ty npuspauHyio ¢urypy B
CBOEM pa3yMe, TaK M Tenepb OH MNOMbITAICA HapUCcOBaTb BCE,
YTO MOIJIO ObITh CaMbIM BXHBIM [UISI HETO B €10 POAHOM MHpe
M BpeMeHH. Ho XoTs ManbyHK NoYyyBCTBOBA, YTO y3bl 0C1a6m,
IBHMIAaThCS OH MOKa eulé He nerraicsa. OH Hayywics y JKeéntoi
Paky1uxku TepneHMIO, KaK ¥ pelUMMOCTH CpaXaTtbCsl paau Toro,
yTO6bl BLDKHTb; YTO-TO M3 YTIPAMOIO XeJlaHHs 6oOpa cTosTh
JIMLIOM K ONAacHOCTH nepenanoch KopH, To JU.HeAaBHO NpH-
BHECEHHOE, TO JI MPOCTO pa3ropeBlleecs: U3 UICKOPKH, KoTopast
Bceraa Obula BHYTPH HEro, XOTs OH M He 3Hall O Hed.
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IMycts MaMcHsOLMIICA 3aHUMAETCs 3THM «4eJIOBEKOM» H
3a6yneT o Kopu. Ceityac Mar TOJbKO M3peAKa NMOMISALIBAI HA
MaJIbUMKa: NIOX0Xe, eMy OH GoJbliie He TpeOOBaICS B KA4eCTBE
obpasua.

MU stu nruupl... OHM CMOTPENM TOJNBKO Ha Marmyeckylo
cyMKy. YTobb1 nobpaThca no He€, Kopu npuumock 6kl caenarb
MOJTYKPYT BOKPYT KOCTpa, HO yXe uYepe3 CEKyHay, Nnpexiae yeM
OH 3a06cpéTes Tak maneko, M3McHsIOWMIHCA ycrieeT CXBaTHTD €€.
MasnbyMK MOT TOJILKO HalesThCs Ha TO, YTO €My NpeicTaBHTCA
KaKoii-To 1LUaHC.

W BOT CHOBa IIMHAHOE TENO CTOSUIO Ha HOrax, 3aKOHYEH-
HOE, ¥ TOJILKO T0JI0Ba OCTaBalach KpyriibiM MsyoM. Ho B ator
pa3 HaMmensiowmiica npomoxun pabory M c¢ Heil. OH He
MbITAICA NPUAATh €il BUI YeJIOBEYECKOIO JIMLA, a MpOCTO Nox
€ro ManblLaMM IIMHA NPUHUMana GopMy AJTMHHOM Y3KO#M nac-
TH, HOCA, OCTPOKOHEYHBIX ylIell — roNoBbl KOHOTa, 1BOMHMKA
TOM, YTO cHAeNa Ha cobcTBeHHbIX Ieyax 3MeHsolerocs. A
NOTOM CaMbIMH KOHYMKAMM NaTbLEB OH NPOJODKWI paboTy,
HEMHOro M3MeHsisi 00K 3Bepsi. Ho Bc€ paBHO pe3ynbTar ObL1
HaMHOro OmpkKe K Mopie XUBOTHOIO, YeM K 4Y€JIOBEYECKOMY
suuy. [To Bcelt BHAMMOCTH, HMEHHO 3TOIO pe3yfbTaTa U Xehal
Hamensiowusics.

U Tonpko Teneps, BriepBble 3a- MHOTO YacoOB, OH TNOCMOTpE
npsimo Ha Kopm, yxmbinsisich, oOHaxas 3yObl.

— Kak 1e6e Mot yenoBek? — nponasul OH.

— 3710 He yenosek, — cooowmn Kopu emy npasay.

— Her, — BO3pasun UsMeHsowmiicsi, — 3TO HOBbLIH YeJsio-
BCK: 4€JIOBeK, CO3[aHHbIif Ha Onaro Hapoma. U Ha 6naro
H3meHsoLerocsi, — OH CHOBa paccMcsics, XOTs GoMblue 310
MOXOOWJIO Ha 3eBaHHeE.

— Jla, — npoxo/Kun OH, — 3TO TOT YeJIOBEK, B KOTOPOM
Hyxanaetcs Hapon: nns Hac 370 Oyner pa6, a He xo3aMH. OHM,
— Mar MNpe3pHUTesIbHO KOCHY/ICS CBHCAIOLMX PYK M3 Ips3H, —
nocayxaTt Hapoay Tak, kKak HHOraa He MOIyT M jianbl. OHH,—
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Tenepb OH NOXJIOMNaN MO LUMPOKHMM IUIeYaM M3 IpA3M, nocne
Yero, HaKJIOHMBIUMCb, NPOBEJ KOHYHKOM TMajablia MO IJIMHA-
HbIM HOoraM, — OyayT TacKaThb Ipy3bl, OeraTh N0 Hallleii KOMaHze.
3TOT 4eNoBEK, KOTOPOro coreoprn MaMeHsiowmiics U3 3eMH,
3aTBepAEET, M 3TO CIYYUTCA OYeHb CKOpO, Oaronaps KocTpy, M
Toraa oH OyameTr roToB K XM3HHM, — TOBOpst 3TO, OH ODepHyJics
¥ nocmotpe Ha KopH cCBOMMM 3706HBIMH, Y3KHMH I1a3aMH, —
KOTOpY10 eMy Aallb Thbl!

Kopu 3akpuyan; eMy nokasanocs, yro ox 3asonni. U B aty
Xe CEKyHIy €My OTBETWI M3 TEMHOTHI, U3 Heba... KaKoi-To
TIPOH3UTENIbHbIA KPHMK, OT KOTOPOIO 3alpoXajia AaXxe 3eMis
MOA HUM.

H3amenarowemyca 6pouten 61306

M cHoBa HebGO pa3opBaNoch LIHPOKMMH (PHOJNICTOBLIMM
BCHBILUKAMH MOJIHMIA, M 3a0y/ XOJIoAHbIM Betep. [lomyHarHys-
LUKCh, pbr4a, MiaMeHsIoLMiics NOBEpPHY/ICA JIMLOM K TEMHOTE,
KOTopasl Llapnia 3a KOCTPOM. '

Tam yro-TO ABHrasioch. KopH He MOT YETKO pas3risigeTh, YTo:
TY4YH TaK CTYCTWIHCh, YTO KpyroM BOLAPWICSH HOYHOM Mpak.
OnHako eMy NoKa3ajloch, YTO B3MaxXHY/IM TPOManHbie KpbLibs,
M KaKas-To rojioBa, TaKMX X€ pasMcpoB, YTO M €ro coOCTBeH-
HOE TeJlo, M3OTHyJAach Tak, YTOObl ropsiive rjasa CMOMIH
NOCMOTPETDb Ha 3TH Kpbuiba. Y ManbuKKy 3axoTenoch OpocHThb-
cs Ha 3eMJII0, 3apbIThCA B NECOK, CIOBHO OH Obu1 2Kénroii
Pakyiukoii, HapsilOLIMM B PeYHYIO BOAY.

BopoHbl 3aKpH4aiM, OQHAKO OHM HE YHECJHMCh B BO3AYyX, a
JIMLUDb CHEXWIKCH NMOO/IMXE K 3eMJ1e, CJIOBHO MLLA YKPbITHC TaM,
rae ero He 6b110. Ho M3MeHstolumitcs yxe cros, BbINpsSIMUB-
LLIMCh, NOBEPHYBLUHCH CITMHOM K KOCTPY M CBOEMY YEJIOBEKY M3
IPA3H, a JIMLIOM K TPEMbIXaHHIO KpbUILEB B HOYH.

— Cnywaii MeHsi, — OH TOBOPHJI, CJIOBHO OOpallasich K
KopH, oaHako mepekpblBasi LIyM, CO34aBacMbiii BOPOHAMH, W
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TPOXOT IrpoMa, 4To6bl ero Mo yeabnuars. — I — Tor-Kro-
TBopHT, ¥ 310 MOIt Bap. Tl He MOXellIb OTPHLIATH 3TO, HOO 3TO
Moé!

OH roBOpWI TaK, KaK OyaTO 3Has OYEeHb XOPOLIO, KTO WIH
YTO HaXOAWIOCh TaM, B TEMHOTE, ¥ ObUT yBepeH, YTo MoxeT 6e3
BCSAKOH OMacHOCTH IS ce0sl CTOSATh TaK JIMLOM K HeMy.

Kro... wiH y10... 310 Xe ObUI TOT NPH3PAK, KOTOPBIH BO3HHUK
Bcaen 3a benvim Oprniom B BUuaeHWH XKémroi Pakyuku... 3to
6bu1a Fpom-nTHLA!

Ins Kopu — namsars XKénroii Pakyiiku Boccosnana ocraiib-
Hoe — 310 6bU1a 'poM-NTHLIA, YLE NMPHUCYTCTBHE MPOSIBAAETCS
B Oype, BeTrpe, MOJIHMM, ydapaXx IpoMa, AYHOBEHMM BeTpa.
I'poM-NTHLIa pa3roBapHBajia TONbLKO C OXHHM-EAWHCTBEHHBIM
cyumectBoM — Bemuxum Jlyxom.

— S — Tor-Ktro-TBOpUT, KTO H3MEHSET, — ITOBTOpPHI
H3MeHsI01MIiCs, NO-NIpeXHeMy YBEpEHHbII B cebe, XOTd IHeB
€ro Tenephb YTHX. — 3TO MOIii iap, U 1 HCTIOJIL3YIO €ro NPOTHB
JMOOBIX AYXOB, BCE paBHO, BEJIMKHH OH WIM He3HaYyHTe/bHbIH!

BopoHbl BOpPYTr Bce BMeCTe pe3KO 3aKapKalH. A TNOTOM,
BMECTO TOIO, YTOObI BIIETETh, OHH OPOCHIMCHL BPAaCCHIITHYIO U3
KpyTa CBeTa, NpSYach B YKPLITHH MO CEHbIO KAKOIO-TO Aepena,
JieXaBlllero Ha cKioHe. Eciy 6b1 OHM MOIIH 3apbITECS B NECOK,
noayman KopHu, Habmonas 3a ux GerctBoM, oHM Obl TYT Xe
caeNaiy 37o.

U TyT Hayanu MaxaTb KpbUIbSl, TAKME OFPOMHbBIE, YTO MOXHO
ObUIO OLUylaTh APOXb BO3AyXa, a 3aTeM BCMBbIXHY/IA HOBas
monHusa. Ho noka 4ro noxas He Gbulo.

— Crapumit bpar, nocnywaii. Mbl He B ccope, 6e3 Konwit,
M HH KOITH, HH KJIbIKM ceifyac He OOHaXeHbl, YTob6bl npoJo-
XHTBb aTyl0 JOpOry Mexay HaMH. Thl NpHBOAMIIL B CpaXeHHe
1TOPMOBbIe 00/1aKa, HCNOJIL3Yys CBO Aap. A s Ie/alo JIMIb TO,
YTO [AaHO MHE, si TBOPIO M M3MEHSI0, TBOpIO M M3MeHsio. U
Tenepb y MEHs €CTb TBOpeHMe, KoTopoe mnociayxur Hapony,
KoTopoe He 6Gyner rosoputs: «llenail 310, nenail Tob, «/lapai,

367



CTAaHOBUCb Mueil eloi M KOpMH MeHs», «/laBaif, CTaHOBMCH
Moei OIeXI0i U COrpeBail MEHs»; €C/IH 51 HE BAOXHY XM3Hb B
370 TBOPEHHE, TO TNOSBMICA APYTOC, NMOXOXee Ha Hero, HO
Ipyro# ¢opMbl, M Toraa oHO npuHecET 6eay Hapony, u Bcé ero
BeyMe YHNET. OH OyneT CTAHOBMTBCS BCE MEHbILE H MEHLLIE,
M NocleIHHE OCTATKH ero MCYE3HYT C MAaTyLUKH-3eMJIH, YTOOBI
HMKoraa 6osblie He nosgBUTLCA. S, M3MeHsiowuiics, npeacka-
3bIBAIO NMOSIRIEHHE 3TOTO CO3aHUs1, KOTOpoc NpUHeceT 6eny. U
noroMy yto s — U 3Me H 910 1 ¥ ¥ c 1, Ha MEHS1 BOYIOXEHA
3a/la4ya clenaTh TaK, YTOObl 3TOro He CIYYWIOCh.

— BpeMms eui€ He nogouwto, purypa He Ta, YyTo HYXHa. U He
Te6e, Mnamuuit bpat, nenarp 10, 4TO €CTb BeJIMKOE-TIpeBE/IN-
Koe co3iaHKe, yTo MoxeT caenats nvubs TOT, KTO CBbIIIE,
— CJIOBa 3TH NpPOrpOMBIXaJIH U3 TEMHOTBI BMECTE C pacKaToM
rpoMa, CJIOBHO KaKoe-TO 3aKIMHaHMe, IPOM3HOCcHMoe noa Goii
6apabaHa. _

— A — HaMensommiics, Crapwuii bpar. Takos 6bu1 nap,
JaHHbI MHe B [lepBbie JHH, TaKNM OH M OCTaBAICH Bceraa.
Takoii aap, omHaXabl JaHHbIA, Henb3s 3abpats. Takoso [1paBo
M 3aKoH.

— Taxkoso [1paBo ¥ 3aKOH, — COIIaCWICS IOJIoC U3 TEMHO-
Tol. — Ho xpoMe Toro, umeHHo mno IlpaBy u 3akoHy TebGe
MOXeT ObITh 6polUeH BbI30B, pa3se He Tak?

HamMmeHsiowniics paccMesuics pe3KUM, NPOH3HUTEIbHLIM XO-
XOTOM.

— 39710 BepHO, Crapumii bpat. Ho ko Moxer caenartb 310?
H60 y MeHs1 OMHOro cpell OYXOB 3eMHBIX €CTb Oap TBOPHTb.
Toi, Crapunii Bpar, Moxelub ynpaBiiTh BeTpOM, obrakaMi,
MOJIHHSIMH, TPOMOM, 0XIEM, XONOAHBIM CHeroM. Ho Moxels
JIU Thbl COTBOPHTb YTO-HUOYIb?

— Jla, 3TOT gap TOJbLKO Y Tebss — Ha 3emie, — CHOBa
coIlacWicsl NpHU3pax.

— HMeHHO Ha 3emite Mbl ceifyac ¥ ctouM, Crapuuuii bpar.
[MosToMmy A 3asgB1s110, YTO 3TO OyAET cAeslaHO — YTO S CO3AaM
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3TOTO «YyeJIOBEKa», KOTOPBIii cTaHeT ciayroi ans Hapona. M Thi
He HaluElb Ha MEHS CHOBa Oyplo, YTOObl OCTAHOBHTb MEHS:
CKa3aHHOE, 3TO CTAHOBUTCSI MOMM TpPaBOM.

— 3TO CTaHOBUTCSA TBOUM TNIPaBOM, — CHOBAa 3XOM OTO3BaJl-
cs Moryuni ronoc. — U Bcé Xe Tebe Moxer GbITh OpolleH
BbI3OB...

— Ho He noToMy, YTO 1 COTBOPHJ 3TO CYLLUECTBO, — OBICTPO
nepebun ero U3meHsIoLIMIA.

— 3HayuT, Mo ApYTOii IPHYMHE, — oTBeTW [ poM-ITHLA. —
H60 TakoBO nocjaHKe, KOTopoe s NpHHEC: Tebe Oyaer 6polieH
BBI3OB, ¥ €CJIM Thbl IPOMIpaeliib, TOrAa Thl CBOMMH COOCTBEHHDI-
MM pyKaMH YHWYTOXMIIb 3TO CO3JaHHOE TOOOIO CYIECTBO,
" mo3abynelib 06 3ToM M GoJbllle HHKOIJAa CHOBA HE CTaHEUIb
c031aBaTb HU4Yero, noaobHoro eMy. U oTnpaBuiubes Tyaa, Kyaa
Tebs1 HanpaBMT BOJISl M XeJlaHHe OpocHBILEro Tebe BBIZOB.

— A ecnm s Bo3bMYy Bepx? — B M3MeHsIoLIeMcsl YyBCTBOBA-
Jlach TaKasl yBEpeHHOCTD, YTO OH, Ka3aJioCh, CTa1 BbIllE, OoMblue,
YTOObI JOTSHYTLCA OO MPHU3PavHOro BeJiHKaHa, Kotoporo Kopu
Oosbllie ollylLan, YeM BHAeN.

— Ecnan Th1 noGeanuub, TOraa OyneT Tak, KAaK Thl CKa3all.
XoTs TBOE co3naHHe — OLINOKa, HO BCE X€ OHO CMOXET XHTb
M BCE CBEPLIMTCS NMO-TBOEMY XEJIaHUIO: OHO CTaHET CIIYTOH U1
Hapona, ¥ HUYeM HHbBIM.

— Tak ToMy u ObITh! MeHSs paayeT, YTO Mbl BCKPbUIH KapThl.
Ho nockonbKy MHe GpollcH BbI30B, i MOAYEPKUBAIO, YTO 3TO
McIIbITaHKe OyaeT NpoBeAeHO Ha MaTyliKe-3eMie: 1 — €€ ChIH,
a He TOT, KTO TNOBeAeBaecT BO3AYXOM, BETPOM U BOAOH, M 3TO
MO€ npaso.

— Tak ToMy H 6bITh, — cornacuics B cBolo odepeas I'pom-
IItvua. — Tel MMeelnb npaBo BpIGOpa, YTOOBI CpaXaThCs Ha
3emie. Ho Tenephb yxe s rosopio, 4To...

B TeMHOTE HOYM YTO-TO MpOLLENECTENO, CIOBHO MOTyyHe
KpbUIbsl pacnipaBWiIKCh, H KopH novyyBcTBOBas, YTO 3TOT IUIa-
MEHHBIA B30p HanpamleH Tenepb He ToNbKo Ha M3aMeHsowerocs
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M cO3IaHMe M3 IPA3H, HO Takke M Ha Hero. U B 3Ty xe cexyHay
OH JI0ranacs, 9T0 BCKOpe CMY NPeNOCTaBHTCS AOTOXAaHHbIHA
LIAHC, ¥ OH AO/DKEH OBITH 'OTOB BOCIIONL30BAaThCSA UM. Te y3hl,
xotopble M3MeHsolmiics HaNOXWI Ha Hero, BCE eLI€ YacTHY-
HO yZIepXHMBATH MATb4HKa, HO 4YTO Gyner, ecim MaMensmolnerocs
LIEJIMKOM 3aXBaTHT CXBaTKa, €CJIM €My NMPUIETCS HCTONbL30BaTh
BO BpeMsi GopbOBl BCio cBolo cwry? Torna Kopu Moxer non-
HOCTBIO OCBOOOAUTLCA. OH CMOTpENl Ha MarMyeckylo CYMKY,
NMO-MpeXHEeMY JIEXaBLIYIO PsIOM C KOCTPOM, NpPSAMO Ha CBETY.

I'poM-nTHLIA AOMTTOE BpeMsi MOJT4al, Kak Obl paccMaTpuBasi B
CBOEH IOJIOBE HECKOJIBKO Pa3sIMYHBIX BO3MOXHOCTEH GpocHTb
Bbi3oB. HakoHen on nporosopui:

— Ha 3emne, 1 BCE Xe NnpH 3TOM B KAKOM-TO CMbicjie Gyner
3afielicTBoBaHO U Mo€ He6o. ITocMorpu Ha cepep, Mnanumii
Bpar. Yro b1 BHAMLID?

OcnenurenbHas BCIbILIKA MOJTHUH Pa3sopBajla TEMHOTY HOYH
M OCTaJlach CBETHTb, HE Hcye3ast, HHYero rnoao6HOro ¢ MoJjiHu-
amu Kopy Hukorma npexne He Buaen. U Ha e€ ¢poHe yepHen
OYepTaHHsl KAKOW-TO ropbl, He TaKOi LLIMPOKOM, 3aTO NOBbILIE,
YyeM ropa, rie pacrojiarajach TBEpPAbIHA OpPJIOB.

— 5 Buxy 3eMmo B ¢popMe HaKOHEYHHKA KOIbs, Halle/ieH-
HOTO B He60, — oTrBeTHN1 U3aMeHmonmiicsi. — O6 3ToM TBOpeHHM
Maruu cneayet nopasMbicinTb, Crapuumii bpat, Bo3MOXHO, OH
He TpHHeceT Tebe nobpa.

— Kycok 3ewsm, — orBetnn I'poM-nruua. — Kak Tol H
npocun, Mnagumii Bpar. Bor 310 M ecTb BRI3OB Tebe —
KOTOpbiii AelcTBUTENbHO He Mo, Ho Toro-Kto-CBbiie, yto
TOBOPHT Yepe3 MEHS — 4TO Thl BO3bMELLDb 3TO 3¢ MHOE KOIbE H,
He MeHsAs ero ¢opMbl, NONOXHUIID Ha 3¢MII0 TaK, YTOObI
6Gonbllle OHO He ObUIO HalleJleHO CBOMM OCTpHEM B Hebo, a
NpSIMO B 3TY NMYCTbIHHYIO MECTHOCTB, MPSAIMO Ha 3TOT KOCTEPp,
IA€ Thl YIIOPHO TPYAWICS, NbITASICh BAOXHYTh B CBOE TBOpEHHE
XH3Hb.

MosnHus no-npexHeMy cHsUIa 33 TOPOi, SICHO OCBellas e€.
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H Hsmensmoumiics risgen Ha He€ TBEPALIM BIMISAINOM, He
NMOKR3bIBas, YTO CYMTAET 3TO 334aHME HEBLIIOIHHUMBIM.

— OHoO Ha 3eMne, — cKasaJl OH, — M TO3TOMY IOJDKHO
TOBMHOBATLCS MHE.

U Kopy ero ToH nokasajicss TaKMM Xe€ YBEpeHHBIM, KaK
BCeraa.

CTos TMLIOM K Tope, OH M3all HECKQJILKO pPe3KHX 3aBbiBa-
HHH, CJIOBHO OTPOMHBII 3¢ MISSHOM M KAMEHHCTBIH XONMM ObL1
XMBBIM CYLLECTBOM, TOJIbKO YCHYBIUHM, M Tenepb JOJDKEH OT
3THX €ro NeHMCTBUH NpOoOYOHUTLCS M CIylLIaTh €ro NpHKashl.
IToToM HOTM Mara ero Hayaay TONaTh Ha MecTe, BCE TSDKesIee U
TsKeNlee, U OH BCE CBOM CWIbl Hanpamlsl B TONaHbe CBOMX
KOMOTOBbIX JaIl.

Ton, Ton, npapoii nanom, NeBox...

Y non cBouMH co6¢cTBeHHBIMH HoramMu Kopy novyBcTBoBan
OTBETHOE OpPOXaHWe B 3e¢MJle, CIOBHO CWIa 3TONO TONaHbA
ycTpeMJisU1ach 10l NOBEPXHOCTb.

Ton, Tom... BOT yXe 3TH Jlamnb! BLIOWIH IMKHM B 3eMJIe B TOM
Mecte, rae MaMeHsiomiuiics BKIanblBaJl BCIO CWIy B CBOE
TonaHne. B TO Xe camMoe BpeMst OH Hayasl HaneBaTb 3aKIMHa-
HMe, HanpaBUB CBOM YeJIOBEYECKHE PYKH B CTOPOHY BEPLIMHbI
ropsl, Ha poHe KOTOpOii CBET Oonblile HesIb3s ObLIO NPHHHMATD
3a pa3peiBbl MOJIHUM: OH OCTaBICA HEMEHSIOIMMCS M SICHBIM.

M nporsaHys Tak pyku Kk rope, HM3MmeHsioumiics caenan
HECKOJIbKO ABIDKEHMIi, CJIOBHO cOOMpancs Yro-1o 3abpocutsb
Ha 3Ty BEpLUHHY, XOTA B pyKax y Hero He 6bU10 HHYEro, YTo Mor
6b1 yBuaets Kopwu.

Ton, 6pocok, Ton, 6pocok. Kopu Habmonan 3a npoucxons-
LLIMM, OIHAKO Ha BEPLUMHE HUYero He npoucxoawno. K Manbynk
cripocun cebsl, CyUIeCTByeT JI KaKoe-TM60 OrpaHHYeHHE Mo
BpPEMEHH, HAJIOXXEHHOE Ha 3TO COCTS3aHHe.

C OrpoMHbIM YCWIMEM OTBEN OH B3MIAA Nnpoyb oT U3MmeHs-
JOLLIErocss ¥ MOCMOTpeN TyAa, Ie JieXal Marundeckuil aMyJier.
IToToM OH cHOBa nornpo6oBai CBOIO CHJTY NPOTHB 3aKIIMHAHHUSA
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HaMeHs01Lerocsi, KOTOpoe yIepXHBalo ero Ha Mecre. Kucrn
3aIBUTAIMCh, TIOBHHYSICh €r0 BOJIE, @ NOTOM H PYKM, 3aTE€KLIUE
W HOIOLIME OT 60K, CTIOBHO OH JieXaJl, CKOPYMBIUMCh, B ODHOM
MOJIOXKEHHH CJIMUIKOM A0ar0. MalbyMK MBbITAICA He 3aJpo-
XaTb, YyToObl M3MeHsomMiicss He 0OpaTiw1 Ha HEro BHUMaHHS.
OnHako KoHOoToBasi 10JIoBa OCTaBAIaCh HEMOABIKHOM, HallpaB-
JICHHOH JTMUOM K rope.

Korna Kopu Gpocun KOpPOTKMIi B3Ir/isin BBEpX, TO YBWUAE,
YTO OpOCKH NpeKpaTWIKCh, U U3MeHsIoLMiics Tenepb LIMPOKO
OTBEN MpaByl® PyKy B NpPHU3bIBHOM XecTte. MoxeT ObTb, OH
OXMOaJ, YTO B pe3y/lbTaTe 3TONO CUrHala Ta Jan€Kas rpyaa
3eMJIH caMa OOpeTET HOTM WIM KpbUlbs, MOCJE YEero ynaaer
Briepéll, MOBHUHYSACH €I0 XECTY.

Ecan oH ¥ oxuaan 3Toro, 1o 0bUT 0OpeY€H Ha pa3oyapoBa-
HMe. Bripouem, Kopu Opocwn TONbKO KOpPOTKMM B3Iisid Ha
neiictBua HMameHsiollerocs. Manbyuk ¢ TpyoOM OBMraics,
eaBa iy 6osblile, YeM Ha HECKOJbKO OI0MMOB 3a Wiar, nNpoys OT
TOro MecTa, Ie OH OH CTOSUI, NMPHUBSA3AHHBIH HEBUAMMbBIMH
y3aMH TaK JOJTo K yaososiscTBHI0 M3MeHsioulerocs. M BoT yxe
IMHSAHAs Gurypa HaXoOWTCsl MeXAy HUM M MaroM, M eMmy
OCTAJI0Ch JIMLLIB HECKONBLKO ¢YTOB, YTOObI OOOHTH BOKpPYT KOC-
Tpa M IPOTAHYTb PYKY K CyMKe C amyneroM. Tak MHOro
3aBHCEJIO OT TOro, no3abbul 1M HU3MeHsnowimitcss o HEM WIH
notpebyeTcs JIM cMy ceHyac 3Ta CyMKa U1l MarHySCKUX 3aKIU-
HaHMH. Kopy MOr TonbKO NoNbITaThesl: OH CYUTA, YTO BTOPOTO
LIaHCa Y HEero yxe He Oyaer.

ManpyMK 4YyTb HAKJIOHWJCS M Pa30rHy/l CBOM 3aTEKLIME
KOJIEHH, a TIOTOM BBINPSMHUJIICS HECKOJLKO pa3, OCTaBasiCh Ha
MecTe, KOraa eMy MoKa3aloCh, YTO 3Ta IojioBa C TOpYalUMMH
yllaMM BOT-BOT INOBEpHETCA. BOpoHbl npekpaTWwiM KapKatb,
CJIOBHO 0OSICh, YTO OTBJIEKAIOT BHMMAHME CBOEIO XO3sMHa BO
BpeMsl BEJIMKOIO UCMbITaHUS ero Aapa. Ho oHM cneawnn 3a TeM,
YTO NPOUCXOIMT, CO CBOEIO MecTa NnpeOblBaHMA,  OHH MOIIH
BblaaTh Kopu.
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Bnan 11 Mar BHOBb B cOCcTOsTHHe TpaHca? OTBeTHIa JIM cHia
Ha ero 30B, KaK B NepBblii pa3, Koraa Oyps moMeuana emy,
YHHYTOXHUB KAaK KOCTEp, TaK H CaMOIO 4eJIoBeYKa, KOTOpbIA
sateepaeBan B HEM? Ho noyemy-to Kopu He comHepanca —
XOTSI M CaM He MOT MOHATh, OTKYZa OH 3HaeT 3TO, — YTO €0 Ha
CaMOM JieJle BOBCE He JOJDKHO OeCnoKOMTb 3TO TOMNaHbe, a
3a60THTb €10 JOJDKHO TOJILKO TO, YTO MOXET NPOM3OHTH, Koraa
H3MeHsoWMiics NMONbITaeTcsl BIOXHYTb XHM3Hb B (GHIYPY M3
TPA3H.

ITo3toMy Kopu npoaomxun myTs K CBOEi LIETH — CYMKe C
amynetoM. Koraa ToT nonanér B pyku MalbYMKa, CMOXET JIM OH
pa3dutb yapel M3MeHsiollerocs... U BepHYTb ceOa B CBOit
poaHOK MHpP M BpeMsa?

H3MeHsoLumiics no-npexHeMy HarieBaa 3aKTMHAaHUE, MaHA
K ceGe ropy. A NnoToM OTKyHa-TO M3hajeKka pasgaics Tpeck,
KOTOpBIi nepell€n B HacTosluui peB, U KopH, B3OpOrHys,
ornsiHyncs. TaM, rae paHblie Haxoauaach ropa, 4YETKO BHAUMAas
B CBETe, KOTOPBIit BbI3Ban [ poM-NTHLA, Tenepb cBepKalna Kpac-
Has KOJNOHHA OrHs. Bynkan?

N 310T OroHs ycTpeMnsncs B He60, CNOBHO KaKOH-TO
¢doHTaH. M Kak pa3OpbI3ruBaloTcsi B pasHble CTOPOHBI CTPYH
¢oHTaHa, TaK ceiiyac pamnieTasicsi CHON THTAHTCKMX HCKp,
BMECTE CO CBEPKAIOLIMMH py4bsMM OIHSl, MPOKIaAbIBAIOLIMMH
KaHallbl B 3¢MJle Ha cKIoHax ropnl. E€ BepuimHa ObLia non-
HOCTbIO YHUuTOXeHa. Koraa ck/loHbl Hayalu I1aBMTbCS, Hal
Helo cobpannuch TyyHu, TEMHbBIE M TSDKENble. U M3 HUX XIIBIHYIH
TNOTOKM JoXasd, oT 4Yero Beepx ycrpemwicsa nap. M Kopwu
NOYYBCTBOBaJI Nol co6oM, XOTA M ObLI JaIEKO OT TOH ropel, KaK
3eMsi TPACETCSA U XOAMT XOLYHOM, ABHXKETCS, CJIOBHO noj c€
TIOBEPXHOCTbIO NMPOM3OLLUEN KAKOH-TO B3pbIB OTPOMHOM CHIIbI.

Kopu 6pocwsicst Briepéa ¢ BBITAHYTbIMM PYKAMH, a NOpEBLIHE
BETKM KOCTpa, KOTOpblfi 3axeér M3MeHsioUMics, ¢ TPeCKOM
pasbpocanio B pasHble ctopoHbl. Jdaxe M3MmeHsmoiuerocs 6po-
CHWJIO BHH3, HAa YCTBEpEHbKH, M Tenepb OH GoJibliie TTOXOAWI Ha
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XHMBOTHOIO, YeM Ha yesioBeKa. OH pblyai, NHULLAM Ha NbUIAIO-
UM KycodeK APCBECHHDI, KOTOPbIH ONAlKI BEPXHIOIO YacTb
€r0 pyKH.

Ero TBOpeHHMe pacKayMBajloCh B3a[-BIICPEN, XOTS TaK H He
ynano. U Hsmensmoupiiics, yBuaeB, YTo eMy YIpoXaet onac-
HOCTDb, CAE/NIajl BHE3amHbI# MPLIXOK, YTOObI OCTAHOBHTb
packayMBaHHe, TPHUIIOZHATH €ro OT MpPOACDKABLICHCS Tpsc-
THCb 3eMJIH.

B pajioHe ropbl OFOHLKH IUIAMEHH YHOCHINCh BBCPX B He0O,
CJIOBHO He OJIHa, a He« KOJIbKO BEPLIMH ceiyac ropesiu, WiM xe
CJIOBHO 3¢MJIf caMa, KaK M CKaibl, MOIVIa TOPETh C TaKOH Xe
NEIKOCThIO, KaK Bhicoxiwiee hepeBo. Ho noxab, MOCTOSSHHO
XJlecTaBUIHH ¢ Heb6a BHM3 Ha 3TOT ONOHb, METP 3a METPOM
Tyumi ero. M1 Xorss OHM HaxOZMWIHCh B HECKOJBKMX MWISIX OT
TOIO MECTa, OHH XOPOLIO MOIJIH CJIbIMIATh 3ByKH 3TOH MOIy4YeH
CXBaTKM MEXAY OTHEM M BOAOM.

INon pyxoit KopH, xorma oH onépcsa o 3eMII0, YTOOLI
NOTBEPXE CTOSATh HAa HOMAX, OKA3a/ICA KAaKOi-TO MankKuii npen-
MeT. CymKa c amyneroM! Ho Kyna eMy noiTH... Y10 eMy aenath
¢ Heit? ManbyMk He coMHesaics, yTo M3MeHsoumiica Ge3
TPYZa OTHHMET CYMKY Y HEro, ec/Ii OH OCTAHETCs NMOoGIH30CTH.

BricTphlit B3mIAL coobwmn eMmy, yto MaMeHsiowmiica no-
TNpeXHeMY 3aHAT CIMaceHMEM CBOeH INIMHSHOM (MIypnl oOT
paspylueHHd. MoXHO nM yrBepXaaTb, YTO OH nobeaun B
COCTs13aHHH WIH HeT, Kopu He 3Han. UsMeHstoumiica caenan
TOpY HKDKe, HO He TaK, KaK yKa3biBan [ poM-nTHlia — nepeaBu-
HYTb BEpUIMHY Hepa3pylIeHHOH M pacrnojioXMTh, HalieIeHHOH
B CTOpOHY IycThIHH. U 6yps, KoTopyio Buizean ['pom-nrHua,
NOJIOXWIA KOHELl OTHIO.

KopH Kpenko nprxan aMyaeT-cBi3Ky B Ipyau. A NOTOM OH
NMOAHSUICS HAa HOMM U nmobexan, 6e3 xkakoK-IMbo LemH, npocTo
KyZa-HHOyAb B NMYCTRLIHIO, B HanpaBICHUH Kpasi BOAOEMa, e
HaXOAWicA KaMeHHbIi Jiec. Ecii BopoHbl M M3aaymM mpeayn-
peXpaloumii KpHK, TO OH He paccibllliazl ero: 3T0T pEB Ha
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3eMJle M Ha Hebe ObUT HACTONTLKO ITPOMKMM, YTO HalOJIHSUT BCIO
HOYb.

3agbxasich, OH KakMM-TO obpa3oM aobpasica no rpebHs
NpOBajla, OCTAHOBMBUINCh TaM Ha HECKOJILKO CEKYHH, YTOObI
OISIHYTLCA Ha3an. B cBere KocTpa OH yBuMIEn Hebombinoe
KoxaHoe ykpbitne Mamensitowterocs. C 31oit Touxu Kopn He
MOT BHIOETb Mnpu3payHylo ¢urypy [poM-nmTHubI — TONBKO
YCJIOBCKO-3BEPS, TIPUCTARISIBLIENO CBOE TBOPEHHE K OAHOMY M3
OKAMEHEBLUHX ACPEBbEB. A BOKDYT M Hall HUMHM JIETUIH, KpY-
Xach, BopoHbl. U yBuneB nx, Kopu cHoBa nobexarn.

Koraa oH TonbKO CXBXaTHJI CYMKY C aMyJIETOM, OHa NOKa3a-
Jlach O4YeHb NErKoM, CNOBHO B HEW XPAHWIMCh OAHH JIHUIb
nepba. ‘Ho Bo BpeMa Gera oHa cTaHOBWIach BCE TAXeNnee M
TsXenee, €€ Bec Bcé Gosble TAHYA ero K 3emyie. M oH Gexan
TakK, CJIOBHO Ha HOTax y HEro rpeMeii Liernu; Oer ero nepewen
Ha Tpyclly, a NoToM W Ha xoanby. Tenepb OH Haxoawics B
TEMHOTE, XOTA C3alM CHAHME PACIUIaBJICHHOM ropbl HAaOMHHA-
JIO CBET BOCXOASILIENO COMHLIA, TOMLKO HE Ha BOCTOKE, a Ha
cesepe. U 3to cusnue 6pocano TeHb nepea HUM — TEHb 3Ta
OccnpecTaHHO M3MCHSUIACh.

Korana oH nokuaan Ty JIOWHHY, OHA ObUIa TEHBIO MANLYHKA.
Ceifyac Xe¢ y He€ CKpIoYWIach CIIMHa, ¥ OHa CTaja IUVIOTHee...
KopH B3rnsaHyn Ha cBo€ Teno. M cHoBa yBuaen Mex, nepenoH-
yaThle 3aAHHE JIalbl, NEpeAHHE JIaMbl C KOTTSIMH, a No3afgu —
YyeuryiyaTbiii  XBOCT, BOJIOYMBIUMICA 7O 3emne. Teneph OH
JBHUraJICA CO CKOPOCTHIO €fIBa BoJioyalllero HorM 6o6pa. OH
cnosa cran XKeémro# Pakymxoit!

Cepaue noyTH BLIMphITHYNO U3 rpyau Kopu. On 6but yBe-
PEH, YTO HaBceraa BEPHYJCA B CBOE TeJO, €CJIM M HE B CBOM
POOHON MHP... OAHAKO Teneps... Jla, Tenepb y Hero ecTb Cymka
C MarM4eckKMM aMyneToM, HO OH CHOBa morepsi cebs. U B
HEYKITIOXeM Tesie 606pa, B 3TOM MeCTe, Ile HUYETo He pacTeT,
y Hero OymeT COBCEM HEMHOTO 11aHCOB CKPBITBCA — 3TO 3eMJIAA
KOHOTOB, H OH He COMHeBascs, yTo M3meHsloumyics nonayyHr
31eCh NPEeHMYILLIECTBO.
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M BcE Xe OH Mpooo/DKa ABUraThCsi BNiepel, liapkasi Hora-
MH, KPENnKo NpK1Mas OQHOM Narnoi K Ipyau TKEMYIO CYMKY,
B TO BpeMs KaK caM MepeJBHIaicsi Ha OPYTMX. CBOMX TpEX
KOHEYHOCTSIX C KaKOH TOJIBKO Mor cKopocTbio. Boaa... Tonbko
6b1 no6Gpartbes Ao Boasl! Ho BoKpyr b myctoidg. M Hukakoit
BOJBI.

Ecnu ©b1 TONbKO Oyps Jana HEMHOIO e€ 3Toil 3emie, Haxe
JIMIIb HA KOPOTKOE BpeMs A0 TOro, KaK NecoK MOMIOTHT eg!

O6oHsiHKe XKeénToii Pakywiku uckano Bogy, OH NpHUINIOAHU-
MaJl CBO# HOC, OTKHIbIBAS A TEKO Ha3aJ No/IoBY Ha €10 MSICHCTBIX
reyax. M oH ynoBun e€ 3anax — Ha 1oro-Boctoke. Huckonbko
He Konebsischb, OH NOBCPHY/CSA, YTOObl HaNpPaBUTLCS Ha IOMCKHU
3TOH BOJbI.

OH Opén co CKOpOCTbIO, KAKYIO TOJLKO MOIVIO pa3sBUTb €ro
Teno 606pa. M cymka crana ew€ Oonee TSDKENON, OHA BCE
Gosblue ¥ Gosblie CBOEil TSDKECTBIO 3aMeLIsUIa ero ABIKCHHUC.
OnHako OH He OMNycKan €€ Ha 3eMI0, Jaxe 4YToObl XOTb
HEMHOTO NePelOXHYTh: Y HETO NMOSBUJIOCH YYBCTBO, YTO €CJIH OH
BBIITYCTUT €€ M3 CBOeH Jambl, TO yXe He CMOXET CHOBa
TIOAHSATD €.

QanpLIMBOC COJNHLE CBCpKalowleii ropbl Tenepb racno. Ha-
BepHoe, Oyps, npu3BaHHas ['poM-nTHLEl, YTOOb! NOTACHTD 3TO
Tams, nodexnana. [ToaToMy nmyTsk ctaHoBUCA BcE TeMHee. U
BOT OH yX¢ BOLUEJ B MMP NecyaHbIX Ol0H. XKénras Pakyuka
JAXC U HE CMCJ1 NLITATLCA KApaOKaTbCs N0 HUM, HeCs NPH 3TOM
TsDKecTb CyMKH. [lepen masaMu y Hero cTosulo BUAEHHE, KaK
OH TOHET B KAKOM-TO OIOJI3HE Ha 3TOil NpeaaTenbeKoil nosep-
xHocTH. [To3aToMy emMy npHxoannoch CBOPaYyUBaTh B CTOPOHY H
M3BOpPAYHBaTLCA, NMOA3TH NO CaMbIM HU3KHUM MecTaM. Ecnu 6b1
OH OCTaBaJicd MATLYMKOM, eMy Obl He ymanoch HaifTH Aopory,
M OH Obl Oe3Han€éxHo 3atepsuics. Ho nockonbKy oH ObL1
XKeénroit Pakylukoit, 3anax BoAbl CIYXHJ €My IPOBOAHUKOM.

Han ronosoii pasnanoch kapkaHbe. EMy He HyXHO ObL1o
NMOJHMUMATh IOJIOBY, YTOObI MOHSTh, YTO, HABEPHOE, €ro 3aMe-
THJIAa OIHA U3 BOPOH, YTO €CJIH AaXE OH CKPbLUICS Ha HEKOTopoe
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Bpemsl oT M3MeHsolIerocs, To Tenepp ero CHOBa BHICJICIWIH.
U coBceM CKOpO 4YeIOBEKO-3BEPh HANPABUTCS 33 HHUM, JKEnras
Pakyiuka He coMHeBasnics B 3ToM. Ero enMHcTBeHHaa Hagexna
YCKOJIb3HYTb OT Mara OCHOBLIBAJIaCh Ha TOM, YTO 3anax BOAbI
CTaJl Tenepb CWIbHEE, U YTO JIOHBI, Cpeid KOTOPLIX OH NMpo6H-
payicsi M CKONb3Wi, 6bUIM BCE MeHbllie M BCE Jablie APYT OT
apyra. .

BoT oH 0001UEN nocneAHIO M OKAa3ajcsa Ha MoJjioce KaMe-
HHUCTOI1 3eM1H, FA€ OTpPOMHbIC CKalbl BO3HOCWIMCH B Hebo.
KapkaHbe Haj ero roioBoit NoBTOpWIOCh pa3, apyroii. [lossu-
JINCh ApYTHE BOPOHbLI, coOMpasch B cTalo. OH oXmpaan, 4ro
ITTHLIbI HabpocATcs Ha Hero, YyToObl 3acTaBUTh Gobpa GpocHThL
CYMKY, KOTopas ceifyac Tak oTsirouiasa ero, Kak 6yaro nepe-
OHHWE Janbl ACPXAIH OrpoMHbIH KaMeHb. Ho oOHM suumb
KPYXWIHCh B HeOe M 3BAJIH CBOEIO XO35IMHA.

C nocnegHuMH cwiaMu XKénras Pakyuika notonan no 3roi
KAMCHUCTOH 3eMIC U BbIWEA K TNpPEAMETY CBOHMX HMCKAaHMA,
TpCUIMHE B 3eMie, B KOTOpo#i Oexaa cepebpucras Boga. XoTb
M HC HACTOSLLAsA PCKa, BCE Xe 3TO ObLI1 NMOTOK, KOTOPbIH BWICA
cpeaH KycToB wandes: M AaBHO BBHICOXLIMX OCTAaTKOB Npeabiay-
wHx 6yps, TaK YTo cleno OpocuTbCs B Boay, Aa CLIE C
TSDKECTBIO CyMKM ObLIO 6b1 onacHuIM AenioM. Ho He HacTombKo
OMAacHBIM, mnoayMan GoOp, KaK OCTaBaTbCA Ha 3eMie, Iie OH
ObI1 TAKHM HEYKITIOXHM M IBHTAICS CTONb MEIIEHHO.

He octanaBmiBasick, YToObl NOAYMaTh WJIM OIJIAHYTLCA Ha-
3a4, JKénaras Pakywuka HBIpHYIN, ¥ CyMKa MOTAHY/Ia €ro BHU3 U
BHM3, CJIOBHO YTOObI AOTAHYTh €I0 IO CAMOIo AHA TPELUMHbI H
AKOpEM YINCPXMBAaTh €I0 TaM, NOKA OH He 3aJOXHETCA B NOTO-
Kax 3Toii Boobl WIM He Oyaer 3adylleH IUlaBalolieid B Hel
PACTUTCIBHOCTBIO.

M Bcé xe XKeénmras Pakylika He oTnycKan CBOii yKpaneHHbIN
Tpodeii, MAbIBA MO TEYEHMIO, OTAABasi BCE CHIBI, YTO ellué
OCTABAJIHCL Y HEro, Talla CyMKy ¢ coboil. OHa yaapsiiach o
KaMHM Ha [OHe, UEIULUIach O IUIETM Bomopocheil, u 6o6p
cpaxascs ¢ Heil, CJIOBHO OHa GbUla KaKHM-TO XXMBBIM BpParoM,
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PeLIMBIIMM TOKOHYUTL ¢ HUM. Ho HHM pa3y oH He ocnabun
KOITH, YTOOBbI HE BBLITYCTHMTH €€.

A 1OTOM OH HEOXHUIAHHO GbUT MOHMaH B KAKOH-TO BONOBO-
por. CyMKa BLICKONB3HYNIAa M3 €r0 XBaTKH, YHOCSICb IPOYb.
Bo6p nomnbiTasnics BEpHYTH e€ cebe, HO A1 3TOTO eMY NMPHULIOCH
TOMNOJI3TH, BRIOPABLUMCH HAMOJOBHHY M3 Boabl. M B TOT Xe MHr
OH YCnbillaa 3ByK, OT KOTOPOIo 3aMep Ha TOM MecTe, rae Obul.

Boii xo¥oTa npo3syyan Tak FpOMKO M pPe3KOo, 4YTO Ka3anoch,
CJIOBHO ropsyee AbIXaHHE 3TON0 OXOTHHKA CIOCOOHO BbICY-
1LIMTbh MeX, BCTaBUIM} TOPYKOM Ha ciHe 606pa. OcKkaniuB CBOM
ocTpeiilMe 3yobl, JXKénras Pakyluka noBepHyincsi B Ips3M,
BHITACKHBAsA CYMKY HM3-NOJ CBOEro Tejla, M PELUHUTEILHOCTDb
Kopu ycwnuBana ynpsiMoe XeJlaHMe XMBOTHOIO TNPEACTaTh
nepex JIMLIOM APEBHEroO Bpara.

Ilonepéx noroka Boawl crosu1 MaMcHsomuiicsi. OH BHOBb
H3MeHwiIcsA. B ToM orpoMHOM XEmTo-0e/loM 3Bepe, KOTOPbIit
CTOSUI TaM, He OcCTajloch HHuYero d4esobeyeckoro. OH cTan
MOJTHOCTBIO XHWBOTHLIM, XENTHIC 1/1a3a, 3yObl, phryallasi nacTb
obellaii TONbKO CMEPTD.

XKeénras Pakyuika 3apbiyan B otBeT. Ero nepeavue nansi
KpenkKo CXHMaJIH CYMKY C MarMYcCKMM aMyJicTOM, M TeENeph OH
ONYCTHJI FOJIOBY, KacasiCh 3yGaMM ero TBEpIOi MOBEPXHOCTH, He
CKpbIBasi cBoMXx HamepeHHMit. Ilyctb Tombko M3meHsnowuiics
JBUHETCS K HEMY, Y OH YHMYTOXMT TO, YTO AEpXal B Jlanax.
_ Koiior cnennn 3a Hum. OroHs Ha rope yXxe norac, Ho Tenepsb
nepBbie JIYYH BOCXOMSILUETO CONHLA 03apsiiM cBeToM HeGo. U
cHoBa B pasyMe JKénroit Pakyuiku nofBHIOCh CMYTHOE W
npuspavyHoe BHuIeHHe BopoHa, 3a xoTopeiM Haxonwicsi benbrii
Opén, a ew€ nanvine — MpoM-nmrua. U kakM-1o obpazom or
HHMX K HEMY Ha NOMOLUb NpHuIa HoBass WHGOpMaLua.

JlepXHCh... TONILKO NPOAEPXHCH 3€Ch U ceifyac, NMoKa CONH-
Lie €€ He BCTalI0. A NMOTOM NYCTb COJIHEYHbBIE JIyYM KOCHYTCSH
3TOi CYMKM, ¥ Toraa ¢ gapom M3meHsiolerocs 6yner nokoH-
YeHO: OH OYEeHb MHOTO CBOE€H CHILI M3pacXoAOBaJl CETOOHS,
CJIMLIIKOM MHOTO, NOChUIasl ¢€ K rope, KOTopasi He OTBETHIa Ha
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€ro 30B M JIMlIb ObL1a YAaCTHYHO YHHMuTOXeHa. V1 ewé MHoro
CHI OH pacTpaTWI B CpaXXeHWH, HO OH MOIBITaeTCS CHOBA...
€CJIM TONBLKO €0 aMyJieT He OymeT TaKkke YHHUYTOXEH.

Yxe 3Has 06 3toM, Kopu-XKeénras Pakyuika HarHyncs no-
HIDKE Hall CyMKOI1, YKpEIBas eé cBorM TesioM. M kax pas ycrien:
€C/IM OO0 3TOro BOPOHbI HE MNpEedNpPHHMMAIHM HamnaneHui Ha
HEro, TO Tenepb OHU OTKA3AJUCh OT ITOTO M PUHYIHCh BHH3 K
HCMY, yaapsis yBe4alllMMHM KIIOBaMH €10 MO TOJIoBe, InasaM, U
MHOIHUC yaapbl MO Teny ObLIM OONEe3HEHHBI, XOTA IYCTOH Mex
CIYXWI eMy HeKoTopoii 3awuToii. Mcnonb3ys xBocT mnsa camoi
ayyweit 3awThl, XKeénrass Pakyuika ocraBasicsi Ha TOM MecCTe,
rae Haxoowics, NpUMKpbIBasi CO00M CyMKy.

YN BMecTe c aTakolt nTHMLI Hayanach M Opyras aTaka, TOJIbKO
Halle/ieHHasi He Ha TeJlo, a Ha ero pasyM. C HUM cpaxXanachk
MoOryyas BOJISA, MbITASICh 3aCTABHTD €10 OTAATh TO, YTO OH YKpail.
CHayana 310 ObUIO OOclIAHHE TOro, Yero OH XoTen Oosnblue
BCEro, — CBOEIO TeNla M BO3BpallleHHsi B CBOH pONHOW MHp.
Onnako Kopu-Xénraa Pakyuixa He cpaBancsa. U Torma emy
CTaM YIpoOXaTb, YTO OH HHMKoraa Gonbiwe He 6ymer Kopw,
HMKOIIA He BEpHETCS B TOT MMP, YTO 3HaJl, a BOPOHHI Opoca-
JIMCb BHHM3 M KICBWIM €ro, Noka HC MNOTeKla KpPOBb M3
GecyMCIeHHBIX MENIKHMX PaHOK Ha TOJIOBE M IUieyax.

M BOT yXe nepBbIii KpacHblii Jlyd KOCHYJCS He6Ga, U OHO
nposicHsuoch Bc€ Gosblie M Oonbllue, B TO BpeMsi KAK KOHOT
PLICKAI BBCPX W BHM3 no Oepery ObicTpo nepechixaBLIErO
pydbs, a3 BOPOHbl C HEHaBMCTbI0O M APOCTbHIO KapKaliM Haa
ronosoit. [loyemy MameHsnoumiics He Habpocwica Ha Hero
caM, Kopu He moHuman. OgHako TedyeHHE PpeKM, IOXOXe,
obpasoBaslo nperpany, KOTopylo TOT He Mor nepeceys. Ho Bona
6bICTpO Nepechixana, ¥ TOraa, Koraa...

3710 6LUIO CJIOBHO KAaKOE-TO COCTS3aHME MEXAY BOCXOAs-
MM CONMHUEM M YORIBalollei Bomoii. EcnM Boma McuyesHer
nepBoi, y XKénroit Pakyiiku He octaneTcs BooOlle HY eAWHON
Hagexnabl. OnHako 600p NpMIHyACS K 3eMJie M TEPNENMBO
KA.
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ConHue... nepBbIi Y4 KOocHynca 3eMin. JKéntas Paxyiuka
3aKpHyal, Koraa oHa U3 BOPOH €O 3710601 ynapuia ero B Inas.
OH He cran KonebaThes M, He MbiTasich 0oblle 3allMTUTD cebs,
HCIOJIb30BAJl BCE OCTaBLIMECS B HEM CWIbI, YTOObI BLICYHYTb
aMyJieT M TIOACTaBUTDb TNOA 3TOT c/abblif JIy4, KOTOpBIA CTaHO-
BWICS BCE CWIbHEE M CWIbHEE.

M kak myy cosHLA 3aXHMraeT KOcTép, OT aMyJ/ieTa Hayal
TIOOHUMATLCS ObIM, KJIyObSIMH YHOCSIChb B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI...

KopH xauumsHyn, noroM ewié pas, larasicb, OTCTYIIHI Ha
napy waroB Hazax. OH CTOSU1 Ha ABYX HOTaX, OH CHOBa ObUI
ManpynkoM. U B pykax depxas aMyneT... HO aMyJleT JiH 3To?
H60 3Ta Belub pacKpoluWwiach, CJIOBHO BhICOXLIAs IIHHA, Mpo-
CayMBasiCb CKBO3b €ro Masiblbl, KaK necuMHku. M BoT yxe
OCTAIUCh TOJILKO YACTHYKHM NeneabHoM MbutH. JIbIM yHECCA OT
HEro, U MATbYMK OrAsAnecs, 6yaTo TONBLKO YTO OYHYJICS OT CHa.

CoH... cHoBuaeHme... OH cHoBa 61 B narepe! M psaagom
BUIHEJINCH IKMII, 3aroH, Jiollaab H... YEpHsIit Jlocs.

Crapuk-HHIeeLl CHAeN C OfesUIoM, HaOpolLIeHHBIM Ha TUIeYH
HecMOTps Ha Xxapy. M 6bin yXe He paccBeT, a KOHell JHA.

— Yro... cnyumnocs? — Bonpoc Kopu npossyyan THXO,
MCITyraHHO, ¥ M&JIBYUK 3aCTBLIWICS 3TOro BOMpoOca.

— Mup nepeepHyicsi, — orBeT1 Y€pHblit Jlocs.

— HWsmMmensommiics...

— OH 6b11, — YépHblii Jloch 0OAHY CEKYHIY CMOTpe/ NMpsiMO
Ha Kopu. I[IpoMenbkHyn win Her (Ha MrHoeeHne Kopu noyys-
CTBOBAJI TIpEXHHH XOJIONOK CTpaxa) XENTelif 6lecK B 3THX
ma3zax? Ecau oH mokasasics JMilb IUISl TOTo, YTOObl HAMOMHUTD
o camoM H3MeHsoleMes, TO Mcye3 yXXe Yepe3 MHUT.

— OH 6b11, oH 6yner, — nporopopun YeépHsoiit Jloch. —
Maruyeckue Belld, OHH He s OenbIX moaeH.

— Ja, — Kopu co crpacTtbio B ronoce cornacuiacs. OH
3HEPrMYHO BBITEP PYKHM O [UKMHCHI, MbITAsICh OYUCTHTh HMX OT
NpHLENMBIIEHCA K HUM MbUIM, KOTOPasi OCTA1aCh OT pacchlnas-
uieics CyMKH.
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— Mup cHoBa nepeBepHyAcs, — npoaookii YepHsiii Jlock.
— Hacrynaer spemsi... ‘

— 3710 6BUT COH, — KOpH nonsATWiIcs OT KOCTpa M CTApHKAa-
uHaerua. — IlpocTo coH.

— CHpl NOKa3bIBalOT BelUM, BpeMEHaMH UCTHHY, — BO3pa-
3un Yeépuulit Jloch. — HHAeiubl y3HalOT U3 CHOB... Oenble
JIIOAM CMEJOTCA, HO WHAEHLIbI 3HAIOT. Thl Tenepb He cMeELUbCH,
MHE KaXercsl. -

— Her, — cornacuncsa Kopu. OH, pa3ymeercs, He YyBCTBO-
Ba7l HHUYEro MOXOXero Ha cMex. ManbuymMk Opocun B3rIsAA Ha
Ge3omacHblit CHMBOJI €ro TIPMBBLIYHOTO MHpa — mxvm. Ho
Tenepb NOYeMY-TO €My He HyXeH Gbu1 Takol cuMBoj. Jlowanb
3apxana, 1 YépHpiii Jloch CHOBa 3aroBopui:

— Jlowanp xoyer muTh. Bo3bMHU e€... crycTHCh K peke...
Jlasait!

Kopu noiwu€n 6e3 KoneGaHMii, IOTYMHSAACh ITOMY npUKasy.
OH, He B3OPOTHYB, TNOJIOXWI PYKYy Ha H3ru0 lied JIOLIAXH
aMnnajyccKoil Nopoabl, X Ta JyHY/a Ha Hero, 3aTeM ¢QbIpKHY”na.
OnHaxo Kopu novyBcTBOBaI BHYTPH cebs JIEMKOCTb M cBOGORY
M NOHSJ, YTO B HEM OOJIblE HET TSAXKEOTO Ipys3a ero cTpaxa.
HerT... My He HyXXeH [IDKMI B KQYeCTBE OCTPOBKa 6E30MacHOCTH
B MMpe, KOTOpbIH ObUI TAKMM CTPaHHbIM, TEMHBIM M TOJIHBIM
OMNacHOCTeH, Teriepb OH GOJblie MOXOAWI Ha OTKPbITYIO ABEPb
K HW3y4eHMI0 MHOrux joaeil. OH BbIBEN JOWab U3 3aroHa.
Koraa oH npoxoann mumo YépHoro Jlocs, rma3a crapuka-
MHAeHLa ObUIM 3aKpbIThbI, CJIOBHO OH Chal. .

Peka 6blna TaM, rae oH Buaes 6M30Ha M TaHLOpa B Macke.
MoxeT, oHM ToXe 6bUIM YacTblO CHa, MHpa, KOTOPbI €lIE HE
nepesepHyncsa. OH He 3HaI, HO C KAXKIbIM CACNAHHBIM LLIAroM
Kopu Bcé Gonblie MOHHMAaJ, YTO -TO, YTO OH Y3Hau, GyaydyH
Xeénroi Pakywkoii, Teneps crano yacteio Kopn Onaepa,
KOTOpasi-HHKOra-He-0yneT-3abbira.

Yro ecan MaMmensiiowmiicss (OH Ha MTHOBEHHE YBHAEN MbiC-
JeHHo ero — M BopoHa, m Opna, u Ty cMyTHylo ¢urypy,
KoTopas 6bna I'poM-mruueit), yro ecan MaMmeHsiowmiics Ha

381



caMOM Jiesie AEHCTBUTENBbHO Boccosaal ero? M mpeBpaTii He B
606pa, a B Koro-To 6osee CWIbHOIO, YEM TOT, KEM ObUI OH [0
TOrO, KaK CTajl OfEThIM B MeX U CTOSUI B OKAMEHEBLIEM JIECY,
OTBRXMBLUMCh TNPU3BaTh CWIy, KoTopas ObUla Kyma BeJMyec-
TBEHHee, YeM OH caM?

Jlowaabs nogHsna ceoio Mopay ot Boabl. IloytH He Aymas,
Kopu HanpaBwi €€ K CTBOJIy YNaBIlEro Aepesa H HCIOL30BA
cro, 4to6bl B306paThCs, XOTh ¥ HECKOJILKO HCYKITIOXE, B CEUIO.
OH noAHAN CIUVIETEHHYI0O KOXAHYI0 HMHAEHCKYI0 Y3AEUKy H,
NOTSHYB 32 He€, C pacTylleH YBEpPEHHOCTBIO NOBEPHYJl IOJIOBY
KOHSI.

ManbuMK NOZHMMAICS BBEPX MO CKIOHY, M €r0 IropaocTb
pocna. U TyT oH BHE3anmHO ycibIlLad TOMOT KOIBIT M YBUIEN
HCCKOJILKHX XepebsT, a 3a HUMH — 3albUIEHHLIE PUIYPHI TPEX
BCaHHKOB.

MoxHarasi Marusi... OH He MOT CKa3aTb, IOYEMY OHa KOCHY-
Jach ero. OnHako OoH cuien cnokoitHo B ceplie YépHoro Jlocs,
JMUOM K asmiomike Ixacnepy, cOJMHLY Ha 3amazae, rpeBLieMy
ero, oufylas ce6s orpoMHOJ YacTHLEH HOBOTO, MPEKPacCHOTO
MHMpa.
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